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Wherein is opened and sdecieol to Saints 
and Sinners the Perfonal and Purchafed 
Riches of Chrift.as the bett Treafure, to be purfu'd, 
and enfur’d by all that would be happy here and 
“hereafter. | 


By Bartholomew Afbwood, Late Minitter oF 
the Gofpel ; Author of Zhe Heavenly Trade. 


| Riches and Hononr are with me, yea, durable Riches and 


4} Réghteoufne(’s Prov. 8. 18. 
| Por ye know, the Grace of our Lord Fefus Chri; that 


| though be ws Rich, yet for your fakes be became Poor 5 
that ye through his Poverty might be Rich. 2 Cor.8. ‘8 


_\ In Chrifto igitur fite funt omnes noffre Divitia. \ 
In Chrifto fita fpes noftre glorie. Daven. 
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To the Reader. 
fight into: them, that they alfo may be 
made Partakers of them,do deferve well 


in aneminent manner.of all that.dobes 


lieve. Among thefe,the reverend Author = 
of the enfuing Difcourfe (if I miflake not) 

dothdeferve-our Praifeand our Thanks 
to Gott for him and his: Labours. For as 
he. hath given Evidence, thatshe was 
 bimfelf inca good meafure, admitted in- 
10 the enjoyment. of thefe unfearchable 
Riches,; fo be bath with great skill and 
Spiritual wifdom,unfolded and laid them 
open unto the view of others. And this be 
bath done fo briefly, plainly, and pra- 
Gically,. that the moft learned will find — 
nothing in bis Difcourfe'to be defpifed, 
and the generality of Believers, whofe 
Edification he defigned, will meet witb 
that which will be to their Ufeand Ad- 
vantages The'times allo wherein we live, _ 


do render this and difcourfes of thelike 
Nature exceeding feafonable, Fortte 


Uncertainty of the continuance of all 


otker a 


To the Reader. 
other Riches, foould flir ws up to. look. 


_ pith diligence. after an indefeafible In- 


sereft in the certain and unfearchable 
Riches of Chrift. For as thefe alone are 
fufficient for ws in every Condition, fo we 
know not but that ere long, they alone 
will be left unto ws; bleffed are all they 
who are polféffed of them.  Befides, the 
Oppofition that hath been made of late 
by fome unto thefe and the like Myfleries 
of the Gofpel, doth give a value unto a 
fober Teflimony given unto them. Of this 
‘Nature is the enfuing Difcourfe, which 
that it may be ufeful to the Reader, un- 
toull the ends whereunto it was defigned 
by it's worthy Author, fball bethe Pray- 


er of bis Servant in the work of the 


_ Goffel. 
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TO THE 


READER 
r ] SHE Wifdom and Grace of Gad 

, \inChrift Fefus,- are frequent- 

io ly in the Scripture expreffed by 
the name of Riches.and Treafures.. Thefe 
it is the, duty of Believers inall Ages, — 
diligently to fearch after, to enquirein= 
to and poffe/s for themfelves. And it 
may be; more Diligence. or with mare 
Succels, as unto the, doétrinal Revela- 
tion. of them; bath not been ufed inthis 
Enquiry.in any Age, than in: that 
wherein we live. \Butsflill they conti« 
nue Unfearchable, though not. abjfo. — 
lutely as unto their Zruth, Reality and 
Subfiance, or fuch a poffeffion of them as 
may enrich us unto.a Meetnefs for the 
Inheritance of the Saints in Light ; but — 
aoa. ica ““ 


To the Reader. 
as unto their unmeafurable Dimenfions, 


their Breadth, and Length, and Depth, 
and Height in’ Degtees es Fullnefs. 
Wherefores; after the utmoft and qojt is 
ligent fearch made into a 
» the beft and wifeft of the Sons of men, 
there is fiill and ever will be, new ork 
for. the Church.whilft it is inthis world, 
to enquire farther after and into thefe 
Treafures. Nothing but the fightof sah 
himfelf in Glory; can give usa full'com- 
prebenfion of them.: Whilfi\ we (are: bere 
belom,.no mancan exter cife-bis fpiritual 
Wifdonn and F aithy ‘aboutva more noble; 
amore ule ful, and berieficial objectsT hey 
do. beft for themfelves who aresmoftcon= 
werfantherein, and-willbe found tobe 
_ themoftfpiritwaland thriving Chriftis 
ans» And therefore thofewhaareinot on= 
ly wife for themfeloes hereimsburdo more. 
A covimunitate untorothers theknow 
ledge ‘that they have obtainedof thefe 
un rcable ‘Treaftres, \and theirsin- 


Sight 
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BEST TREASURE; 
From Mee ; 
EPHESIANS 3. % 


Onto me who am lefs than the leaft of all 
Saints is this grace given, that I fhould 
preach among the Gentiles the unfearchable 
riches of Chrift. 


CHAP... 


The Occafton’ of this Difcour{e, with an In- 
troduction to the Words, and-Explication 

| of them, and the main truth contained iz 
them. | 


ICHES are defired by moft, but true 
Treafures obtained by few, (through 
the! miftaken Notion thereof. ) °Tis 

fi %&. fad to fee how follicitous many are af- 
ter Vanities :, and; (like the Jews in Egypt.) are 

{cattered abroad, through all the Land, to gather 

Stubble, whilft tryed Gold lies neglected 5 arid the 


Peat! of Price! little valued. QO the Projeétsand 


“walk expence of Time and ftrength to reach things 
1 te? abe that 
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that are not 5 when the infinite Concerns of Eter- 
nity, and welfare of an immortal Soul, cannot get 
a room in one ferious thought 5 or a few minutes 
of fhortening time to attend them. Tis lamen- 
table to, behold, not-only.t fe aia but 
that proféls themfelves Wife, ¢ (hike the Spi- 
der ) working out their Bowels to weave Cob- 
webs, and ( with the Dog! in the Fable ) letting 
go the Subftance to catch at Shadows ; and run- 
ning, themfelves‘out of breath’ to fit down in for- 
stow. The affecting fenfe of this Folly hath made 
“me {batter foimeé Balls of truc'Gold to prevent Cif 
~ lpoffible) the: dangerous: hatte “off fac. \deeeived 
Souls, and.to allure sthern to bz *tterand moresun- 
fearchable fusalurs, that are to. bé found, in,. and 
fetched from the Lord Jefus, This is the Defign 
of-the-en{uing Difcourfe on this-portion of Scrip=: 
ture, which I fhall briefly. open, and then draw 
forth the main Ceiiclufion 1 intend to profecute. 
The Apotile layes down , thefe words as‘an,Ar- 
gument by which he.endeavours: to. ftrengthen, the 
PBaith of thofe’believing Epbefian In, and toq vick- 
tn their Af Gtions' to the Gofpel of Chirilt, When 
from the blcfied Advantages it brings td’ all ‘that 
do receive it. It makes a Difcovery and overture 
ofiurifearchable Riches to them’: ‘let them ben v 
fo poor, delticnte of the affluences:and good ia $ 
of this World's yet; by believing ‘throagh this Go- 
Apel, they: thall come to attain tovineftimable Tree 
dures 5: even the uiftarchable Riches of Chrift, ©: 
In the Words you thavelfour parts. > se" 
Firlt, A Difcovery of the admirable Love of God 
£0 fall’n man, particularly to the blind, paifhing 
Spritiles, in ‘not’ only giving Chritt to fave a 
ut 


the Unfearchable Riches of Chrift. 3 
bust’in opening Chrift to them, even his fectet and 
boundlefs Treafures : “The unfearcbablé Riches - of 
«i Secondly, Here’s {the way by which thefe are 
opened and broyght to light, whichis, by the Gos 
fpel, in the Adminiftration thereof by his Meffen: 
gers: That Ithould preach [ evayzealoudeu | ftriG- 
ly taken, *tis to preach the Gofpel; or good news, 
but sgenerally’ it) takes in the whole work of the 
Minitiry. sit uty ; 

-y Thirdly; Here's. the great expence of 'Grace the 
Lord Jefus is at to bring forth his. unfearchable 
Riches, *tis: by the laying out’ of \Grace to thofe 
that publith. it .( To me who am lefs-than the leaft of 
all. Saitits,is this Grace given; ) Grace, great Grate, 
to the leaft of Saints, ( eraxxisoreep ) leffer, leaf, or 
more little than the leaft ; an unufual Degradati- 
on.of aiman’s felf, and the Character of an empty 
and unworthy Inftrument in his, own ¢ye,and fo.a 
Subje that needed’ much Grace,.to be mectned | 
for fuch, high Service :-and yet fuch..a one did 
‘Chrift nfe in thisgreat Work, laying out large 
Grace to prepare him for it) | 

Fourthly, Another, confiderable, part of the 
words, are the Perfons for whom this Grace is 
given, and to whom: thefe unfearchable Treafures 
ate difcovered, and they were Subjects mott un- 
worthy of it, (athe Gentiles) the chieteft of Sin- 
ners, blind ‘idolatraus, Souls, ¢ evirets f4vecw ) the 
Heathen, Perfons.extremely wicked; 1,/Cor. 15.32. 
called Beafts, wild Beafts, Strangers to God, beyond 
the ‘Line of Communication, Eph.:2.12. Aliens 
from the Commonwealth of I/rael, Strangers from 
the Covenants of| Promife, yea, Enemies to God 
wat B 2° . in 


4 The beft Treafure, Or, - 
in their minds, to thofe did the Lérd lay out thefe 
unfearchable-Treafures. eS ee es . 

To clear up my way to the main truth I intend 
to profecute hence, and to leave todifficulty in 
the words, *tis neceffary I {peak'to'three things, 
by way of Explication. 
-.Firft, In what fenfe Paul calls himfeif tefs than 
the leaft of all Saints, feeing he was a Perfon fo 
dignified by Grace to be a chofen Veffel to God, 
an Apofile of Chrift, fill’d with the Graces of the 
Spirit, and eminent Endowments for the Miniftry, 
beyond many, taken into fuch high Communion 
with Chrift,; let into the’ third Heavens to {€e 
things unutterable ; How: then can Paul truly call 

- himfeélf lefs than the leaft of all Saints ? Does not 
Paul {peak diffemblingly, as the Pope does, when 
he callshimfelf Seruus Servorum, the Servant of Ser- 
vants, and yet makes himfelf Lord over the Faith 
and Confciences of others ? 

I anfwer, Paul doth not hyperbolically debafe 
himfelf here, but really, and in the deep fenfe of 
‘his former Vilenefs, before Converfion, when 
he perfecuted the Church, and blafphemed 
Chrift ; in the confideration of which, he thought 
none like him: never fuch a Wretch as he did 
God advance to fo high Dignity to be an Apoftle 
of Chrift : nor doth he think that any particular 
Saint was fo guilty in that kind and degree of 
wickednefs ashe was: one that kick’d againft the 
pricks, perfecuted Chrift in his Members, haling 
Him to Prifon, fecking to draw out his very heart 
blood, and to root out the profeffion of him : 
Now for fuch a one as he to obtain this Grace, to 
‘be put in truft with the Gofpel, and to oe 

rea- 


- 


The Unfearchable Riches of Chrift. 5 


Txeafures of Grace imparted to him, he thinks 
that Chrift never did the like Favour to any fo vile 
a Greature as he was: fo bafe will a Child of God 
bein his own eyes, when once the Lord fets his 
Sins in order before him. Paz, in another place, 
calls himfelf the chiefeft of Sinners, greater than 
the greateft of Sinners, but never fee than. the - 
leaft of Sinners. Indeed compar’d with the Pha- 
rifees, his Sin feemed lefs than their Perfecution 
and Blafphemy, in the degree and nature of it; 
his was ignorantly, theirs was malicioufly perpe- 
trated, (and fo the Sin againft the Holy Ghoft ) 
and in that refpect his Sin was lefs than theirs ; 
but compar’d with any that were faved, he thought 
himfelf really lefs than any of them in regard of 
his finful Life before Converfion. 

Secondly, What is this Grace which Paul fo 
admires, and by which his Condition is fo changed, 
and he enabled to preach thofe Unfearchable Rich- 
esofChrift? 

Anfw. Firft; By Grace here is underftood that 
infinite Favour and free Grace of God to him 
through Chrift, by which he was called out of the 
fiate of Sin and Death into the Knowledge and 
Kingdom of God ; that ever the Lord fhould pitch 
on fuch a vile Wretch as he, and choofe him to 
be a Veffel of Mercy, revealing his Son, with his 
Unfearchable Riches, to fo poor and unworthy a 
Creature, pardoning his great Tranfgreffions, and 
pouring out his infinite Treafures on him. 

Secondly, By Grace in this place, fome under- 
fiand his Apoftlefhip which he obtained at the 
hand of Chrift, and the Miniftry he received to 
preach to the Gentiles. thefe Unfearchable aes 
thy. . B 3 ° 
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of Chrift: fo is it reridred Rom. 1.53 By eelvomn we 
bade received Grace and Apoftlehips » 

Thirdly, Hereby is meant: alfo thofe mGiGAD 
Gifts he had. teceived for this ends thofe choice. 
anointings of the Spirit, and Revelation of the 
Myftery, to fo poor and’ fcandalous 1a Greature 
as Paul had been, and one: that’ was fo igno- 
sant of Chrift’ and Salvation; that God fhould’ 
make him fuch an:able Minifter:of the New. Te- 
ftament, and give him any door of utterance, ands 
Endowments fit for fo glorious a Service. © This! 
is that Grace by which thefe Treafures were opens! 
ed to the Gentiles. 

The third thing to be oper here is, Whateare | 
thofe Unfcarchable Riches’ of Cheift which’ Pant’ 
“preached to the Gentiles, and which are held out: 
ii}the Gofpel unto Saints and Sinners ? 

_Anfw. Firk, Thofe Riches which are in Chrift, 
as Mediatouir, with which he sis enriched ‘in hits 
felf; thofe unfpeakable Excellencies of his Perfor, 
which, though they refide and ithere: in hinifelf, 
yet. ‘they contribute abundantly. to the Riches of 
* Believers, Col. 2.3. In whom are! hid all the Trea~ 
Sures of Wifdom and Knowledge; € {abjeCtive ) as his 
‘Treafures, found! in him. “All Treafures, icteated 
and uncreated, arenot {imply placed in him, but 
hid fo, that they can be known by rionie but thofé 
‘to whom they are revealed. 

» Secondly, Here are intended thofe Riches that 
came by Chrift, the Riches of his Purchafe, the 
vat Eftate which he hath bought for all Believers, 
for all that come unto him: by Faith; the Ettate 
which he gives, makes over, and prepares for fuch, 

| and this is called Unfesrebably Riches; sncEipias cr 
aNTY 


the Unfearchable. Riches of Chrift. 7, 
ansrov, Riches that cannot be found, or traced outs; 
A Metaphor taken from quick ; fcented Hounds, 
that are yet at a Jofs, and can go, no farther: {0 
the moft illuminated Creature cannot follow home 
thefe Riches of Chrilt, they are.fo, myfterious.that, 
they cannot. be difcovered 5 they. leave, no Foot-y 
fteps for any to go after them. the beft, are ata. 
ftand and Can go no farther, when they-come,to 
wadeinto this Deep, {0 deep ard hidden, are thefe 
Riches of Chrift. 

Object. If the Riches. of Chrift. be. fo unfearchable 
and pat finding out, How then could Paul difcover: 
and preach them out to the Gentiles ¢ If they are not 
to be traced out, then Minifters-cannot open them, nor 
Hearers underjtand them. 

Anfw. Firft, They are undifcoverable by, any” 
Humane Eye ; the moft refined Light of Nature 
cannot difcern them; they are Treafures that no 
natural Abilities can reach: the molt profound 
Learning, and deepelt. Studies of the wifeft men on 
Earth, can make nothing of them;..they are no 
way. known. but by Revelation, and unyeilings of, 
the Spirit ; and in this fenfe are called Unfearch- 
able. 

_ Secondly, As to the fulnefs of their Worth and 
Excellency, they cannot be underftood> by. any in 
this Life ; no mortal man, no unglorified Soul can 
know them as they are: to calt up the total value 
of thefe Treafures, is beyond the Arithmetick of 
Saints themfelves; pay, Men. and Angels cannot 
underftand the things that God hath prepared, thar 
Chrift hath. purchafed for them that love him: 
Here (fayes the Apolile ) we kyow in part, and we 
brepish ein : part, 1 Cor. re 9. We, both you eit 
B 4 the 
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‘he moft elevated Light, by this fide Glory, know 
nothing of thefe lock’t-up Myfteries as we ought : 
and on this account alfo they are Unfearchable. _ 

The Words being opened, and the Cabinet un- 

-lock’t, I come to the main Subje&t, and Treafure 
laid up in them 5 which you may take in this ge- 
neral Doctrine and Propofition, | 

Dott. There are exceeding great, glorious, and un- 

-  fearchable Riches in Chrift, opened and ten- 

der’d to Sinners in the Gofpel. 

In this Doétrine lie three grand Affertions ta 
be proved, . 

Affertion 1. That there are exceeding great, glori- 

ous, and unfearchable Riches in Chrift. 

Affert. 2. Thefe vaft and hidden Treafures of 

Chrift are aoe in and by the Gofpel. 

Affert. 3. "Tis the Will of God that all thefe great 

_ and glorious Treafures, which are in, and come 

Ly Felis Chrift, fhould be open’d and offer'd ta 

Sinners, yea, the chiefeft of Sinners, 

I fall {peak to each Affertion, but more largely 
tothe firlt: That there are exceeding great, glorious 
and unfearchable Riches in Chrift. 

. And here I. fhall firlt prove by Scripture, That 
there are great, glorious and unfearchable Riches 
in Chri. 

Secondly, Shew you (according to the Grace 
given me) what are thofe Unfearchable Riches of 
Chrilt. - 

Firft, That there are fuch Riches in, and come 
by Jefus Chrilt, the whole Gofpel attefts, which 
is a Revelation of the Excellency of Clirift, and 
sthofe glorious things which come by him, _ I fhall 
give you three or four Scriptures to prove si ; 
i : Cols 


the Unfearchable Riches of Chrift. 9 
Col. 1.27. To whom God would make known what 
is the riches of the glory of this myltery among the 
Gentiles which is Chrift in you the hope of glory. In 
the former verfe the Apoftle calls the Gofpel a My- 
fiery hid from former Ages; the Excellency of 
which he opens in this verfe, and {¢ts out in thefe 
two Epithetes, . 
1. Rich. 2. Glorious. 
- Firft, °Tis a rich Myftery, in that it opens the 
glorious Riches of Chrift, which are better than’ 
the Gold of Ophir and all precious Subftance 5 the 
Riches of his Wifdom, Grace, Righteonfnefs and 
Redemption, which he calls tryed Gold, and 
counfe]s poor Sinners to come to him for it, Rev. 
£17. 
; Secondly, *Tis a glorious Myftery ; called ‘the 
Riches of his Glory, Rom. 9.23. That he might 
make known the Riches of bis Glory on the Veffels of 
Mercy. Eph. 1. 18. The Riches of his Glory, &c.: 
The Gofpel is a glorious Myftery, becaufe it brings 
to light great and glorious things, even the Trea- 
fures of unknown Glory: and what thefe Trea- 
fures of Glory are, he tells you in the clofe of the 
verte, they are Chrift in you the hope of Glory : Chrift 
applied by Faith, and received into the Soul 
by the Spirit, is this glorious Treafure, in that he 
gives them (in his Union with them )-an evi- 
dent Right to Glory. See Prov. 3,18, 19. Riches 
and Honour axe afcribed to him: Riches and Ho- 
nour are with me, yea, durable Riches and Righteouf- 
nefs: My Fruit i better than Gold, yea, than fine 
Gold, and my Revenue than choice Silver. - This is 
f{poken of Chrift, the trae Wifdom of God, (1 Cor. 
1.24. Chrift the Wifdom of God; and Power 
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of God) who is: the Subje& of this Chapter.. 
And *tis faid of him, that Riches, durable Riches, 
are with him, better Treafures than Gold, than, 
choice Silver 3 Durable Treafures, which Time can- 
not wafte or alter 5, Riches that Jaft toall Eternity, 
which Ruuft and Moth cannot confume. And Righ- 
scoufnefs (i.e. ) Treafure juftly gotten, Riches of 
Wifdom and Grace given him by the Father, and 
Riches of Righteoufnefs bought by his Bicod. All 
this Treafure is in him, and offer’d. by him unto 
Sinners. In Chrift, mutt needs be Unfearchable 
Riches, for in bine. dwells.the fulnefs of the Godhead 
bodily, Col. 2.9. thatris, the Divine Nature united 
to the Humane Natare : perfect God,as well as 
perfect Man ; the infinite Treafures of the Divine 
Nature are his. He is the Heir of all things, and 
therefore muft needs be rich, Heaven, and Earth 
are his, Jews and Gentiles, all Perfons and Things 
put.under him 3 in which Glory,and. Majefty, fet 
over.all:ithe Works of Geds hands, he mounts his 
Throne. ¢ having confixmed his Title by his Blood ) 
and gives Gifts to: men, and makes a tender of — 
Grace, and Glory, of Thrones and Crowns, to all 
that come, unto .him, promiling to his Servants, 
that they alfo hall inherit all things, Rev. 21.7; 
and, therefore he himfelf mutt needs be rich. In 
him are Treafures of Mercy and Goodnefs, of 
Wifdom and Knowledge, Riches, exceeding Rich. 
es of Grace, Eph..2. 7. urerCanaovla matzoy tis xd~ 
eflos, Riches of Strength; Honour, Glory.and : Blef- 
fing. So that the Scriptures give in: full teftimony 
to this Truth, That there are exceeding great, glo- 
rious, and unfearchable Riches. in» Chrift, And. 
now I (hall endeavour to fhew, ae 
Secondly, 


the Unfearchable Riches of Chrift. rx 
» Secondly, What are thofe exceeding gréat and 
unfearchable Riches of Chrift.. Buf alas! this Well 
is deep; anid. wherewith, thall we draw ?. thefe 
Treafures ate out of fight; who can find them ont? 
they are boundlefs, bottomlefs, numberlefs, end- 
lefs; where’ fhall we begin ?. where can we make 
an end ? whocan fearch them out to Perfeétion 2 
The belt of mien are but Learners, the Angels are 
Enquirers,the wifeft men but Fools in thefe Search- 
es; wecan, know but in part, nor prophefie but 
in part; when the utmoft. is {poken, you have not 
heard of one half of his Glory. But according to 
the Revelation of Chrift; I- thall open fome of 
thefe Treafures of Chrift to you, under thefe two 
Heads, His a 
Perfonal pt Me 
Silt haftd + Riches : 
with fome Appiications and Improvements of them. 
as we go through thefe Deeps. 


CHAP. Il. 


The Perfonal Riches of Chrift opened, wm his 
_ Divine Nature 5 manifefted in his At- 
tributes, with the wonderful Advantages 
thereof to Believers... ; 
BP wArt of thefe glorious Treafures of Chrift lies 
Y in his Perfonal Riches, that vaft Worth and 
unknown Excellency that refide in himfelf, 
which become the Believers Treafure alfo, by their 
Relation to, their Union with, Contemplation of 
' it, 
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it, with the communicated Frits and. Effects 
thereof, Col. 1.27. which is Chrift in you the hope 
of glory. (ie.) which Treafure is Chrift in you, or 
Chrift united to you by Faith, and dwelling in 
you by his Spirit. Chrift his Perfonal, as well as 
purchafed Treafures are yours, through your Uni- 
on with, your Relation to, your Enjoyment of 
him, and his glorious Communications to you. 

Now thefe Perfonal Trealiires of Chrift are de- 
monftrable, in his Natures, in his Offices, in his 
{weet and gracious Difpofitions. 

In his Natures feverally confidered, and united 
in his. Hypoftatical and Perfonal Union. The,Per- 
fon of Chrift confifts of two Natures, 


ae the true Emanuel or (God with us ) 
Man, God manifefted in the Fleth. 


So Fob. 1. 14. The Word was made Flefb, and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld his Glory, the Glory cf 
the onely begotten Son of God, full of Grace and Truth: 
That is, the Word, which was God in the Second 
Perfon; The brightne{s of bis Glory, and exprefs - 
Image of his Perfon, Heb. 1. 3. took our Nature to 
himf{clf in one Perfon, and became Mediatour, pere 
fect God, and perfe@& Man 
Firft, Perfect God, equal with the Father in 
Effence, Fob. 10. 30. I and my Father are ones that 
is, one God, not one Perfon; ’tis not gla vatsasts, 
one Perfon, but &, one thing or Being. [am in 
the Father, and the Father in me, and therefore 
my Sheep are fafe, they are in my hand, and in my 
Father’s hand, (here.are two diftin@ Subfiftences) 
and. we are the fame: I and my Father are one 
God 5 as God, lam equal with him, the fame 
in-- 
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in Subftance, equal in Power and Glory, Rom. 9.5. 
Of whom concerning the F leh Chrift came, who is over 
all, God bleffed for ever : over all men, and over all 
things ; orin all, (as Vatab.) This Scripture is ge- 
nerally ufed'by all Interpreters to prove the Divine 
Nature of Chrift. He is God over all, and bleffed 
for ever, in himfelf, and of himfelf: and the Author 
of all thofe Bleffings his Creatures enjoy. By bim are 
all things created that are in Heaven, and that are in 
Earth, Vifible and Invifible, whether they be Thrones, 
‘or Dominions, or Principalities, or Powers, all things 
svere created by him and for bim, Coloff. 1. 16. 
And: therefore he is perfect God, this being his 
peculiar Operation to create the World: By bine 
all things confit, be upholds all things by the word 
of bis Power, Heb. 1. 3. Supporting and, ruling 
them, which is another property of the Divine 
Nature, the ruling and bearing up of all things in 
_the World, which none but everlafting Arms can 
do. So he hath Power to forgive Sins, which on- 
ly God can do: to raife the Dead, to judge 
the World, Mark 2.5, 7+ Fob. 11. 43,44. Ads 
17. 31. To know the Secrets of all Hearts; Luke 
5.22. Tobe the Obje& of Religious Worthip, 
Heb. 1. 16. All which abundantly prove the Lord 
Jefus to be perfe&t God: and fo of infinite Perfe- 
Gtion and Bleffednefs, to inrich all that come unto 
him ; which will evidently appear, if we do but 
a little confider thofe Perfections of the Divine 
Nature, as opened in the Scriptures, all which are 
in Jefus Chrift. | 
Firft, His’ Simplicity, being a moft pure Effence 
without the leaft Compofition or Diverfity of Parts 
or Accidents. ‘There is no mixture of Qualities or 
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Excellencies in God, but every Attribute is his en. 
tire Effence, and therefore he is a moft. pure and 
fimple Being,as the Names he gives himfelf import, 
efpecially; thefe two, Ebejeb, Exod, 3044. 2 am 
hath fent me unto you. The Word. is ‘ih the, future 
Tenfe, -E will be, bath fent mes but.in the, Hebrew, 
the future Tenfe expreffeth often !both thePrefent 
and preterperfect 5. and fo this Word holds forth 
God’s moft fimple, abfolute, and immutable Being 
and {elf Exiftence. «So\Fehouab, a Name which 
God feems to take-moft Delight. in,.and.which 
doth‘as it were fam upall his glorious, Excellen- 
cies'in one word, /importing’ his moft pure, glo- 
rious, and incomprehenfible Effence; which he 
hath<in and from himfelf; before:all time, and 
unto all Eternity, fubfifting: in} and. of shimfelf, 
and giving Being toll his Creatures,idnd there- 
fore mult necds be the molt perfect and imple Be- 
ing. The Unity ofthis Effence proves his Simpli- 
city, he is. one God (though three! Perfons) Deut. 
6.'4. Acar O Ifrael, the Lord our Gods one God 
he-is the firft Being, atid one undivided, Effence, © 
and therefore moft pure and 'fimple. ‘He is altoge- 
ther a moi perfect Being, in and of{ himfelf «who 
wants nothing, that is excellent, nor can have any 
“ghing in himtelf that is evil, and therefore js| a 
amoft fimple, pure Nature, brie 
"And if Jefus Chrifty as God, be fuch .a fimple 
and excellent Being, then he is ‘a moft ‘perfect 
Treafure to his People 5. there is nothing wanting, 
in him to make them happy, nor can there’be any 
thing in him or come'from him ‘toimake them 
miferable 5 then he is tue and faithful to Believers 5 
there canbe no Contrarieties in ‘him; or Contra-_ 
2 dictions 
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diGions proceed from him 3 his Love is fincere, 
his Purpofes are true, there’is a reality in’ his Ex+ 
preffions} for he is one, and of one mind’ to his 
redeemed ones. O Believers! think on the Puri 
ty of Chrift’s Nature, the PerfeGion of his Bleffed. 
nefs,.the Integrity of his Affe¢tions, ‘and the In- 
finitenefs of all his» Perfections, to make his'belo- 
ved ones-happy.! There’s no Moth, ‘or Ruft, no 
Worn or Death, can ware out his pure AffeCtions 
to-his People. There is no mixture in his Nature : 
Compofition is! the Corruption, or -Imperfeétion 
ul created ‘Beings but in Chrilt’s Divine Nature 
there is Unity and Simplicity, there isnothing tan 
alter/his Thoughts and Refelutions to his fincere 
‘ones’: /hé is moft'truéy and moft fall in all his Pex 
fections: and this his Simplicity : affures Believers 
-of eternaland infinite Bleffednef$ in their Union 
with, ‘and Relation untohim; for heis in himfelf 
the moft abfolute and. perfect Being, the firltand 
moft fimple Being: he is ‘molt iperfe& in and of 
himfelf, for he hath all his Perfetions in and of 
himfelf ¢ as‘God)) ‘and all that is fufficient for his 
infinite Bleffednefs, in and from himfelf, and hath 
all that ‘in him, which is fuficient for the Good 
‘of his Creatutes, and higheft Happinefs of his 
People. Again, he ‘is moft: perfect, becaufe he 
wants nothing from another to make him bleffed. 
He needs no Creatures to contribute any thing, to 
him, nor doth helofe any thing by Creatures fall- 

‘ing from’ him? or can ‘have’ any’ Addition to his 
“Glory or! Bleffednefs,’ by the accefs of men, 6r 
Angels to him.’ So alfo, ‘he doth what. pleafeth 
himfelf, nothing can refift his Will, or fraftrate 
his Purpofes, ‘and thereforeis‘moft perfe in him- 
{cli And 
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And if the Lord Jefus be fo pérfectin himfelf, 
then he is the Author of Perfection to his People, 
for he hath made over himfelf, his whole Perfon, 
God-Man, to Believers, to be their Shield and 
exceeding great Reward. Then Believer, thy cafe 
is happy, thy Treafure is full and_ perfect, thy 
Choice is a bleffed Choice, and thy Lot a perfect 

Lot, fal?n in a good Ground. Then the Perfon of 
thy Beloved is altogether lovely, his Accomplifh- 
- ments being altogether perfect, not a Spot or Ble+ 
mi(h.in him. . Then all his Gifts to his Spoufe are 
perfect, his Righteoufnels is a perfect Righteoul- 
mefS that makes Believers in God’s Account as per~ 
feck as Chrift himfelf, were not the robe of his 
_ Righteoufnefs every way as large as thy Guilt 
and, Nakednefs,. were it not long enough and 
broad enough to coverall thy Deformities, and 
hide all, thy Imperfections from the pure and 
judging Eye of the Father, it were mot perfect. 
But all his Procurements by his Blood are perfect, 
His Holinefs is ‘a perfect. Holinef$, and he will make 
his Peoples Graces perfect too, ¢’re he hath done, . 
He}is the Rock, his Work, is perfect, ive. He doth 
perfectly fulfill-his Promifes, his Works are true to 
his Word, and he will perfect that which concerns bis 
People. Pfal. 138. 8.4 e., He will accomplith that 

which he hath begun in me. 

Let the doubting Believer know, that the Per- 

feétion of Chrift is Security for Perfection in his 
Graces alfo, im due time; he ‘that hath begun a 
a good work in thy Soul,’ will perfect it until the — 
day of Jefus Chritt #hé will, ere he hath done, — 
bring, thy, weaksGraces'to Perfection, that when - 
he fhall appear B y Judgment,; thy Holinefs thal be 

prefent 
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prefented to the Father without Spot jor wrin- 
kje. 2k 
' Secondly, As the Godhead of Chrift, isa moft 
pure and fimple Being, fo is he an infinite Effence, 
both internally, without all Limitation or Dimen- 
fion of his Being; and externally, without all 
Comprehenfion of Places or Capacities ; every At- 
tribute of his is infinite, His Underjtanding is infi- 
nite. Pfal. 147. 5. His Wifdom, Power, Love, 
Mercy, Faithfulnefs, and all. his Perfections, are 
one entire, infinite Being, that cannot be known 
or comprifed, no Bounds or Meafures.can be fet 
to his divine Excellencies, The Heaven of Heavens 
cannot contain him, 1 Kings 8. 27. or compafs his 
Greatnefs; how much lefs can a narrow Heart 
receive his Fulnefs, his Love: and all his Attri- 
butes are beyond Knowledge. Iz. 40. 25. To 
sohom then wili ye liken me, or fhall I be equal, faith 
the boly ones This Infinitenefs of Chrilts divine 
Nature, isa myftery too deep for humane Capaci- 
ty to fathom, not curioufly to be fearched out, but 
humbly to be ador’d; and no way difcoverable, 
but by his own Light, and according to the model 
of a created underttanding. Some dark Reflections 
of this vifible Glory, are difcoverable in the Glafs 
_Of facred Scripture, which declare the Greatnefs c£ 
God, both as to his incomprehenfiblenefs and 
Eternity 5 he is every where, and yet circumfcri- 
‘bed no where, he fills all places in. the World, or 
without the World, but confin’d no wheres no 
where included, no where excluded : containing 
all things, contained by none, his effential Prefence 
_is in all places; not by any Extention or Divifion 
cf parts, which are not in God, but (as the Soul 
ye: ae C in 


< 
v 
\S 


{8 The Beft Tredfare, Oho 


. inthe Body, fo is God in the Univerfe ) the whole 
in the whole,and the whole in every part ;He is ef- 
{entially prefent in all Places; not by imparting his 
Effence to any created Being, but by giving and 
preferving the Being, of thofe things which fll up 
thofe Places: fo his Power is every where, in that 
all things are fubject to his Powers his Wifdom 
fills Heaven and Earth, in that all Things and Pla- 
ces are manifeft in his fight. And this yields, 

1. Comfort to Believers. 
2. Terrour to Sinners. 
3. Caution to all. 

Firft, Wonderful Comfort to Believers, in the 
Affurance of Chrif?s Omniprefence with them, to 
counfel and comfort them. The Believer can fay, 
‘what none elfe can, Where I am; there is my 
Treafure with me: In all Eftates and Places is the - 
Lord Jefus with his People ( while they keep with 
him. ) In the Water, he wades with them; in the 
Flames, he ftands between them, to keep off De- 
ttruction from them; when under Wants, Tem- 
ptations, Dangers, he is by them-at their right 
hand to relieve them: he knows their Soul in 
Adverfity, for he is near them: He is by, when 
Corruptions infurrect in them, when Satan with 
his fiery Darts aflaults them, or Enemies opprefs 
them 3 he fees when their Fears rife and their 
Tears fall : He ftands behind Ephraim’s back when 
he is mourning, and puts his Tears into his Bottle, 
and layes his Complaints upon his Heart. No foon- 
er is Mary mourning for her departed Lord, but 

“he is by her fide to comfort her. When his Dani- 
els are thrown into the Lyons Den, he goes with 
them to fhut the mouthes of devouring Lyons, or 

a '.-to 
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to give Life in the midft of Death: When the Knife 
is at the Throats of his I/zacks, his Power is by to 
hold back the murtherous hand from deftroying ; 
We will break, their bands, and caft their cords. from 
wu, Pfal. 2. 3. fay the Saints Enemies : Hold there, 
faith Chrift; I am with them to defend them. No 
crucl Ediéts can exile them from his Prefence : He 
was in Patmos with Fobn, and turn’d it into.a Pa- 
vilion; with Feremiah in the Dunzeon, and gave 
him Goal delivery. Earthly men may be abroad, 
and their Treafures at home 3 but faithful Believers 
carry their Treafure with them, or their Portion, 
their Inheritance follows them, — 

Secondly, The Immenfity and Omniprefence of 
Chrift {peaks Terrour to the Wicked, in that he is 
near them to behold and requite their Tranfgref- 
fionss; He knows their Works and their Thoughts, 
all their fecret. Defigns are naked in his fight 5 
There’s no covering from his Eye, The Darknefs 
and Light ave both alike to him, Pfal. 139. 12. He 
fees their Rage and Fury againft him 5 their hid+ 
den works of DarknefS: All their Plots and Pur- 
pofes againit his Intereft are open to his Eye : their 
inward Thoughts, filthy Lufts, clofe Pra¢tifes, are 
before him he is behind thy back, Sinner, to hear 
thy blaf{phemous Oaths, thy reproachful Slanders 
of his wayesand/People: thy malicious refolves, 
thy bloody Decrees againft his poor and faithful 
ones: He is before thee to obviate thy Deligns, 
to fruftrate thy Attempts, and requite thy Spight 
and Mifchiefs.| O you who are yet in your blood 
and gore of Sin, in your confederacy with Death 
and Hell, in your fixed Wrath againft the Lord 
and his Anointed, be perfwaded to believe the 
Vas - C2 “ greats 
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greatnefs of your Danger before you feel it; think 
how vifible all your works of darknefS$ are, when 
God, who is all Eye, is in every place; and how 
defperate your finful Adventures are, on the drawn. 
Sword of Divine Juftice at your Breafts ; how un- 
fafe your {ecureft {tate is, who are compafs'd with- 
in the Circle of Ommiprefence, and have Venge- 
ance continually at your heels, yea, are taken in the 
Arms of devouring Judgment. 
Thirdly, The belief of Chrift’s being every 
where, gives a Caution to all to carry themfelves 
in all Places and Undertakings, as fuch who are 
ever in his fight : His Eyes run to and fro, to be- 
hold the Evil and the Good: He ftands by’ thy 
Bed fide, to infpe& thy waking Thoughts, to ‘ob- 
ferve thy unchafte Motions, thy Earthy, vain Co- 
gitations ; no fooner is a forbidden’ with in thy 
Heart, but his Eye is there alfo :) thy tow’ring . 
Pride, thy pale Envy, thy flaming Anger, thy 
frothy ‘Pleafure, thy luftful Defires, thy revenge- 
ful Projects thy Earthy Thoughts,arelegible Chara- 
ters tohis difcérning look. And fhould not thefenfé 
of this advife thy rational Soul to more watch- 
fulnefs over thy treacherous Heart : And furely, 
were Chrifts All-feeing Eye more obferved, Per- 
fons Thoughts would be more weighed, and their 
Infides more regarded. O, Reader, whoever thou 
art, Lodge this Truth in thy Heart, and carry this 
Belief up and down with thee, wherever thou go- 
eft; The Eye of God is on thee: He that muft 
fhortly be thy Judge, is now thy Recorder; and 
puts a Remark on all thy Thoughts, Words and 
Wayes, for which he will bring thee into Judg- 
ment. Sct a ‘watch on all the rifing motions of 
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thy Heart 5 ftop thy hafty words at the door, and 
examine what they are, whence they come, whi- 
ther they go, before thou let them pafs ; and mea- 
fure thy defigned Actions by the Standard of the 
San@uary, ere thou let them go under thy hand 5 
feeing he that is thy Judge comes with his mea- 
furing Line to take an Account of them,.and to 
render according to their nature and merit. 
Thirdly, Again, As Chrifts Infinitenefs exceeds 
all confines of Place, fo he paffes beyond all termi- 
nations of Time; being from Everlafting to Ever- 
lafting, without Beginning, without End: Pfal. 
90.2. His Duration admits of no diftinétion of. 
Time, and therefore muft needs be Eternal. Time 
is the meafure of Finite Beings, which are capable 
of Priority and Succeffion, but the Divine Effence 
hath no Beginning, and {o can have no End? He 
is the Author of all other Beings, and therefore 
cannot have a Beginning ; there being nothing be- 
fore him to give him a Being: God hath his Ef 
fence in and of himfelf, and. fo muft needs be E+ 
ternal. Neither is he only Eternal, (faith Agui- 
nas ) but he is his own Eternity, becaufe he is his 
own Effence, fubfifting in and of himfelf; which 
Effence, or Eternity of his, is the very reafon of 
Eternity, and of all things contained therein: for 
the Divine Effence, fubfifting of himfelf, muft needs 
be before all things that are made, as the Caufe 
is before the Effect, and Eternity before Time 3 fee- 
ing the things that are made are made by him, 
Fob. te 3. . 
His Unity alfo proves his Eternity, being one 
uncompounded and undivided Being, and {o be- 
fore all, as Unity is before Multitude: and.what- 
. Gz -: , ever 
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ever Beings are, they are dérived from Unity; 
and without End, for take off Unity and nothing 
xemains. The Scriptures bear full witnefS to the 
Eternity of Chrift: Before the Mountains were brought 
forth, or ever thou hadit formed the Earth, and the 
World, from Everlafting to Everlafting thou art God, 
Pfal. go. 2. I am the firlt, and I am the laft, and 
befides me there is no God, Va, 44. 6. He is the Al- 
pha and Omega, the beginning and the Ending, which 
#, which was, and which is to come, Rev. 1.8. He is 
before all, and by him all things confift, Col, 1.17. 
And though Chrift be called the onely begotten 
Son of God, Fob. 1.14, and fo implies the Fa- 
ther to be before the Son 5 yet this priority is of 
Qrder, not of Time; Chrift, as God, is Eternal 
with the Father, and {0 before’all Time, Fob. 1.1. 
and to Everlafting, 

And this greatens the Believers Happinefs be- 
yond all conception, that his Treafure is Eternal : 
Time limits all the Comforts and Interefts: of 
Chrifilefs Souls, Jet them feem never fo amiable 
and great (through the multiplying-glafs of 
~ miiftaken: Senfe'). yet the fhortnefs of their Dura- 
tion narrows up their Felicity ; whereas the por- 
tion of Heaven-born Souls exceeds all Dimentions 
and Terminations: The Moth of Time cannot 
confurne their Treafure: their Leafe can never ex- 
pire: thoufands of years, that comprife the ex- 
tent of Earthly Ettates, fubtiraéts nothing from 
that Eternity, which gives duration to the Saints 
Treafure. Rejoyce, O Believer, in the affured -per- 
ypetuity of thy bett Interelts; here thy mott detired 
Mercies are but of {hort continuance : Thy Privi- 
edges are but Tabernacle-priviledges 5 thy Enjoy-. 
yyy : ; ments 
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ments determinable, thy Frames are tranfient 
thy Pleafures fading, Hope, Peace, Love, Grace? 
endures but fora Seafon, but thy Poffeffions beyond 
the Grave, are eternal ‘ and as long as Chrift lives, 
fhall thy Treafure laft, thy Holinefs,Happinefs, Plea- 
f{ures, and Perfections in the other World, fhall be 
coexiftent with thy Soul; and as far from expiring 
as the Lovethat gave them was from beginning. 

And asthy Comforts here are fhost liv’d, fo are 
thy Troubles too, Sorrow enduring for a Night, 
light Afflitions, and but for a moment, 2 Cor. 4. 
17. Tears contained within a Bottle, Fears, Wants, 
Loffes, Dangers, confin’d within this Span of time, 
and expir’dr with this {hort Vapor of Life, but thy 
Confolations, Gain, Enjoyments, Peace, Safety, 
fhall be eternal, no more liable to the Injury of 
time; thy wet and weary Sowings, are but for 
a Seafon; thy weak and walting ‘Duties, will be 
over 3 but thy reaping, thy refting (hall know no 
end, but endure while the Eternity and Omnipo- 
tency of Chrift can make them good. 

Fourthly, The Divine Nature of Chrift is im- 
mutable alfo, above all Alteration and Change, 
He is the fame Yefterday, to Day, and for ever. Heb. 
13.8. Immutable is his Nature, being a moft tim- 
ple Effence, free from parts or any Mixture, that 
might render him capable of Corruption; he is 
alfo the firft Being, and fo fee fromthe Influence 
and Difpofe of a higher Power. Change’ in any 
thing comes, either from a Corruptiblenefs in its 
Nature, or from the Will of a Superiour Powers 
but God being the firft and fupreme. Caufe, is 
above all, and fo unalterable in his Nature. Ife. 
_ 44. 6. Lam the firtt and the lajt. He is infinite tov, 
-and'{o comprehends all Fullnefs of Perfection in 
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himfelf, and cannot meet with Alteratien 5 they - 
are imperfect things, that are fubje&t to change, 
‘old things that pafs away, but God is infinitely 
perfect, and therefore cannot change or be moved 
from what he is, by any external or internal 
Caufe; he cannot ceafe to be what he was, or be- 
gin to be what he was not: (as to his Divine be- 
ing) indeed the Word, the fecond Perfon, in time 
affumes the humane Nature, intoa Union with 
himfelf, but then he doth not ceafe to be what he 
was, that is perfect God, and fo doth not change : 
and though he alters his Laws and Adminittrations 
of Worlhip, in the times of the Gofpel, yet he al- 
ters not his mind, this Change was decreed trom 
all Eternity: God determined them to be muta- 
ble, and therefore they mut change, or, God 
would not be immutable. And whereas it may 
be urged, that God doth threaten.to do what he 
doth not, and promife to perform, what he hath 
never fultilled, and therefore is mutable, I an{wer, 
that God never threatens and promifes in his word. - 
“ abfolutely, but conditionally, and the Condition 
failing, the Actvon which it. depends fails: but 
God deth not change his Mind, neither was this 
Mutability in man, accidental to God, but forefeen 
and fure, and fo Gods Purpofes thereabout, are 
not alterable, but eternal. And whereas God is 
faid, now to be angry, and then to Love, which 
argues a Mutation: yet that Change is not in. 
Gods Will and Affection, which is one Effence 
with himfclf, but in his outward Difpenfation. 
So that the Divine Nature in Chritt is unchangea- 
ble, both in his Nature and Will, he camnot,he - 
avi} not vary; in him is no” Variablenefs, or 
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. Shadow of turning; he is a Rock, and his Work 
perfe@; Time or Change in Creatures, work no 
Change in God ; ’tis the Miftake of Unbelief, to 
think that the Heart of God changes, as the poor 
Believer doth; like thofe that row by the Shore, 
fancy the Land and Houfes on it to move, when 
*tis but the Veffel changes his place. 

Comfort thy Heart poor Soul (who haft fincere- 
ly chofen the Lord to be thy Portion) on ‘this Af- 
furance, that the Thoughts of God are the fame 
towards thee as ever: all thy changeable Frames, 
and unfaithful Dealings with him, works no more 
Alteration in his Heart to thee, than the interpo- 
fing Clouds, do on the effential Light of the Sun; — 
or the Provocations of the Child, on the Fathers 
Relation, who is ftill a Father, how unlike foever 
he carries himfelf to the Child: but thefe Inftances 
are too fhort to adumbrate and fet out the Immu- 
tability of God, who cannot but be Truth,though 
every man be a Lye : he is faithful and cannot de- 
ny himfelf to his, though they believe not: ’Tis © 
his Faithfulnefs fecures thy Faith, and not thy 
Faith makes good his Faithfulnefs. Rom. 3.3. 4. 
Shall their Unbelief make the Faith (or Faithtulnefs ) 
of God, of none Effect? God forbid. Mat.3.6. I 
the Lord, change not, therefore ye Sons of Jacob are 
not confumed. ! 

Is Chrift immutable? Then there..is Ground 
‘enough for Believers to cait Anchor on him, and 
to bottom their ftrong Hopes upon his Promifes: 
for faithful is he that bath promifed. Heb. 10.23. 
He ts not as man that be fhould lye, or as the Son of 
man, that be fhould repent. Numb. 23.19. Hath 
he {poken, and fhatl be not make it good. He cannot, 

. . . alter, 
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alter the Word that is gone out of his Mouth, Hea- 
ven and Earth (hall pafs away, but not one Tittle 
of his Word, till all be fullfilled: For this end hath 
God fhewed to the Heirs of Promife, the Tmmutabili- 
ty of his Council (confirmed by an Oath) that by two 
ammutable things (his Purpofe and Promife) in 
which *tis impoffible for God to lye,they might have ftrong 
Confilation who have fled for Refuge, tolay hold onthe 
Hope fet before them. Heb. 6. 18. 19. O Believer, fuf- 
fer not thy Soul to be toffed to and fro, with every 


change of Providence without,or of thy heart with- - 


in, but roul thy Hopes on this Rock of Ages, on 
whom the Pillars of the Earth hang for their Sted- 


' faftnefs, the whole Creation for its Suftentation; 


by whom Winter and Summer, Day and Night 
are kept within their Seafons, and all the changes 
of his People, reduced into a Confiftency with his 
Covenant Fidelity. : ; 

This alfo yields encouragement to Believers, 
for perleverance in the way of Duty, whatever 


Alterations are in their Conditions and the Times - 


they live in: becaufe he that leads them is the 
fame, in the worft, as well as the beft of Times ; 
and as.able to fecure them, and as firm in his Af- 
fetions to them, feeing he changes not, and there- 
fore cannot, will not leave them. 

Again, To this Immutability of God in Chrift, 
may gracious Souls go to get their unfteddy Hearts 
fixed, and derive by Faith more conftancy to their 


~ Spirits towards God: He who is-faithful hath en- 


gaged it, to eftablifh their Hearts with Grace, and 
keep them from Evil. 2 Thef13.3. But the Lord is 
faithful, who hall eftablifh you and keep you from 


evil. 2 Chro. 20, 20, Believe God, fo fhall: you be 


efablifved. As Chrili’s Life is Security for the Be- 
fiever’s 
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liever’s Life, Fob. 14. 19. His Power for their Pre- 
fervation, 2 Tim. 1. 12. {ois his Immutability for 
their StedfaftnefS, Pfal. 102. 12. The Author of 
this Pfalm, under the fenfe of his weaknefs, and 
the languifhing ftate of Sion, comforts himfelf in 
the confideration of Gods Immutability : But thow, 
O Lord, fhalt endure for ever: And wpon this mouns 
tain of Spices raifes his hopes of Sion ( this he 
takes for granted, from his unalterablenefs ) He 
foall appear in his Glory. Go, Believer, and lay ( by 
Faith ) thy changeable Heart on Chrif’s Conftan- 
‘cy as the Shunamite did her dead Child on Ek- 
foas Bed, till the received him to Life agaia, 
2 Kings 4. 21. And fhe faid ( when her Child 
was dead ) It (hall be well, verf{. 23. Soin the © 
fame Spirit of Faith with her,Leave thy Soul witha 
Faithful Jefus to be made faithful alfo. 1 Thef-5.2 4. 
Faithful is he that calleth you, who will alfa do it. 
Fifthly, The Omniicience of Chrift is another 
. of his Divine Attributes, by which he doth per- 
fe&tly, and in one Eternal and immutable Ad, 
know himfelf, and all things that were,are, or fhall 
be : and things that are not, that never were or ne- 
ver fhall be; things naturaland voluntary,neceffary 
and contingent; things,.in their Caufes and Ef- 
fects, acted or intended, good or evil, finite or in- 
. finite; all are moft clearly. and fully naked, and 
open in his fight. -He alone fully knows him({elf 
and his Divine Perfections, 2 Cor. 2.10, The Spi- 
rit fearcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God, 
ver. 11. For what man knoweth the things of man, 
fave the Spirit of a man, which is in man, even fo the 
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God 
So Matth, 11.27. No man knoweth the Son, but the 
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Father, neither knoweth any man the Father, fave the 
. Son: That is, No man can know the Divine Na- 
ture but God himfelf, immediately and perfectly; 
‘That knowledge which the Saints have of (God, is 
but a fecondary and communicated knowledge, of 
Gods back parts, as revealed in his Works, Word, 
and in a Mediatour, according to the meafure of 
the Gift of Chrift: But God knows himfelf im- 
mediately and fully as he is: for his Knowledge - 


'. is his Effence, and fo as Infinite as his Being is. 


He is a pure Act without any potentiality: there- 
fore his Underftanding and himfelf are the fame. 
He knows alfo all things elfe that are in Being and 
not in Being ; things paft, prefent, or.tocome, in 
one eternal Act, without any fearch into Princi- 
ples or Caufes ; as Humane Underftandings do, in 
a difcourfive way, and by fucceffion: but hath 
the Idea’s of all things in himfelf, his Effence be- 
ing the Exemplar of thofe things, fecing he gives 
them their Being: As the Artiticer knows the 
Forms of the Pieces he makes, and the Writer the 
proportion of his own Letters; fo doth God, the 
firft Caufe, know all things that receive their Na- 
ture from him 5 they being, firft in him, and fo 
eternally prefent to him. Hence the knowledge 
of God is moft certain and infallible, and things 
are as he knows them, fecing his Knowledge 
gives them their Being : which muft be under- 
tiood of the things that God approves of, as his 
Creatures, his Providences, and Evils of Punifh- 
ment, which are, juft and. righteous : But finful 
Evils have rio dependance on his Fore-knowledge, 
or Influence from his Effence... Indeed. AGions, 
as they are natural, have their Being fromGod 5 _- 
| but 
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but the pravity and finfulnefs of thofe Aés ¢ Sin 
being but the privation of that good which was, 
and thould be in them ) is derived from the Sub- 
ject whofe Acts they are: As the Motion of the 
Clock is from the Art of the Artificer ; but the 
obliquity of the Motion is from fome defect in the 
Clock it fel: Gods fore-knowledge of Sin con- 
fers no Phyfical Vertue and neceffity to the Being 
and fuccelfion of Sin, and yet his knowledge of it 
is certain ; all things being naked and manifeft in 
his fight, who is Truth it felf, and cannot deceive ° 
or be deceived : He determining to permit the Be- 
iog of Sin, muft needs fore-know it; elfe his 
Knowledge would not be perfect: and if his 
Knowledge fhould be imperfect, his Effence would 
be fo too, they being both the fame; but this 
cannot confift with the Fountain of all Perfection : 
“He is the Holy One, and can do no Iniquity, 
Zeph. 3. 5. His Fore-knowledge of Sin, doth not 
ofter Violence to the Nature of man, or deftroy 
the natural Freedom of his Will, but forefeeing 
what man would be, determined to leave him to 
the natural Motion of his own Will.  Fudas be- 
traying Chrift, as it was finful, was the Confe- 
quent of Gods Foreknowledge, but the effect of 
his own Covetoulnefs. Adfs 2. 23. 

All Contingencies are perfectly forefeen of God 
alfo, both in himfelf as the firft Caufe, and fo they 
‘are neceflary to fucceed in due time; he fees them 
alfo in the fecond Caufes, in refpeét of which they 
are {aid to be contingent, for to God nothing is. 
accidental, although it feems {0 to men, through. 
an Unacquaintednefs with their Dependance on the 

~ firft Caule: Rebeccah’smecting, Abrabam’s Servant 
batik at 
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at the Well, and her Difcourfe with him. Gea, 24, 
15. {cem to Standers by, to be things contingent : 
but look back to the former Verfe; and you will 
fee them to be the anfwer of Prayer, and fo before 
appointed : The like was the Midianites drawing, 
ofeph out of the Pit, Gen. 37. and the Wind 
lowing down the Houfe on Fob’s Children, 
Fob x. though they look like Accidents, yet were 
the Effects of Gods Permiffion and fore-appoint- 
ment. 

Again, God fore-knows all Contingencies, not 
only as they are in their firft and fécond Caufes, 
but as they are in themfelves 5 for all things being 
prefent to him, he: perfeétly knows what every 
Caufe will produce in time, and fo muft neceffa- 
rily come to pafs; according to that Axiome ; Eve- 
ry thing that is, when once it is, it appears necef- 
fary that it fhould be: Ads 15. 18. Known unto 
God are all his Works, from the beginning of the 
World. Hcb. 4. 13. Neither is there any Creature 
which is not manifeft in his fight, but all things are 
naked and open to the Eyes of him with whom webave - 
to do. Pfal. 56. 8. Thow telleft my wandrings, put 
thou my tears into thy Bottle, are not they in thy Book? 
Pfal. 139. 2. Thou underftandeft my Thoughts afar 
off: that is, before’they are in Being. Prov. 15. 3. 
The Eyes of the Lord are in every place, bebalding the 
evil and the good. This Wifdom of Chrift, as God, 
is part of his Unfearchable Treafure; and fo great 
a Deep, that ’tis palt finding out, by his moft in- 
tclligent Creatures in Heaven and Earth. Rom. 
11. 33+ O the depths of the Riches, both of the Wif- 

_ dom and knowledge of God, how unfcarchable are bis 
Fudgments, and bis wayes paft finding ont. 
: Again;~ 
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Again, as God is infinitely wife in himftif, fo © 
is he the Author of all Wifdom to his Creatures; 
He enlightneth every one that cometh into the World. 
Fo. 1. 9. This is laid down to prove the Divine 
Nature of Chrift, he is the Word, which is God; 
this appears both in his making all things verfe 3. 
and in his incomprehenfible Effence, He is the 
Light fhining in Darknefs, and the Darknefs compre- 
bends it not: Alfo, he is the Fountain of all that 
Light and Life his Creatures enjoy, and therefore 
mufineeds be God. The Evangeliti doth not {peak 
here of Chrift as Mediator, and fo of that faving 
Light, which he gives to his Elect, by his Spirit 
but of his divine Effence, which the Fews would 
not own, and asa proof of it, doth inftance in his 
creatorly Power: he is the Fountain of that natu- 
ral Light, which all men have: all Wifdom comes 
from him, who is the Father of Lights; he is the 
Fountain of Light, able to fill the Children of men 
with all that Knowledge that is neceffary, to their 
higheft Happinefs, to guide them with his Eye, 
and lead them into all Truth. 

Firft, This yields wonderful Comfort to Belie- 
vers, that they have chofen fuch a Saviour, as is 
able to make them wife to Salvation 3 who not on- 
ly knows what is beft for them, but can alfo reveal 
and make out the Knowledge thereof to them, 
that they might know and chufe, what makes for 
their beft Good here and for ever: He is the Son 
of Righteoufne{s, Mal. 4. 2. The bright Morning Star. 
Rev. 22. 16. The Light of Uracl, Ifa. 10.7. The 
Pillar of Fire by Night. Neh. 9. 12. To thew them 
their way, in their greateft Difficulties and Obfcu- 
rity. 

Second- 
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Secondly, This affures gracious Souls, that he 
who hath undertaken their Conduét, Supply, and 
Prefervation to Glory, knows how to make it good 
and finifh the work he is intrufted with: he can 
keep that good thing committed to him} he can 
help them in the wortt of Straits, and lead them 
through the greateft Improbabilities, Weakneffes, 
Dangers, yea Impoffibilities to their defired 
Refi. 


Thirdly, This alfo relieves them, that they 
have a Friend in Heaven, who knows their Soul in 
« Adverfity, and is acquainted with all their Trou- 

bles, Wants, Weaknefles, Wrongs, Fears, Dangers, 
yea with all their Labours, Duties, Defires and De- 
figns for him, and knows how to fuccour, com> 
fort, fupport and deliver them, when all Refuge 
fails them, and there is none to help; and how 
to requite, and crown all their Duties and Suffer- 
ingsfor his Name: He knows their Corruptions, 
the Strength, and Prevalency of them, and how 
to fubdue and deftroy them; he fees their Ways 
and Infirmities, and how to heal them, he khows - 
the Power and Malice of their Enemies, to reftrain 

them, and difcovers the moft fecret Plots againtt 

his innocent ones, to difappoint them, that in vain 

is the Snare laid in his Sight againft them. He 

obferves thy Tears Believer, thy corner Duties, 

thy Bed-fide Breathings after him, though hid 

from others; he takes notice of thy. Innocency, 

when men revile thee, and knows how to plead 

thy Caufe, and bring thee to the Light. 

Fourthly, This will ferve to humble the proud 
Heart of men, that God is acquainted with all 
their Vilenefs; he fees their high, their oer 
: theirs” 
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their vain, their unclean, their unfound, their.re- 
bellious Hearts. Souls; men fee the belt of, you, 
your fair and {pecious Duties, but he fees our in- 
fide and all your fecret RottennefS, when you 
fit before him, as his People fit, and feem devout. 
ir’ your Services} he at the {ame time knows where 
your Thoughts are wandring, and efpies évery: 
vain Motion and finful glance ‘of your ‘deccitfiif 
Eye: when thou prayeft with. greateft Zeal, his 
Eye is upon thy clofe Hypoerifie, thy !pititual Pride, 
thy bafe ends} and‘thofe concetved Lufts, which 
will break out, when thy Duties are over. O how 
fhould this abafé thy proud ‘Heart, ‘aud prevent thy 
{welling Thoughts upon conceited Excellencies int 
thy felf, or fuppofed Worthin thy Duties, feeitiy 
he knows what is in thee, and how vain man 
would be wife. - sp he e 
» This alfo thould’advifé thy Soul to Sincerity, ‘in 
thy Profeffion, Purpofes, Promifes, Duties, \be- 
cafe he -behclds thee, and. weighs thy Paths, 
fearcheth thy Heart, tries thy Reins, and will 
fhortly bring thy fecret things to Judgment. 

Lafily. This counfels fuch as want Wifdom,. to 
be Jooking to Jefus, and waiting at the Foun- 
tain, and Spring-head, for their Inftruction. 

Sixthly, the Omnipotency of Chrift, is ano- 
ther of thofe glorious Properties of the divine na- 
‘ture, which renders him fo vaft, and unconceiva- 
ble a Treaftire, to all that receive him, He ‘is the 
mighty God the everlafting Father, Ifa. 9. 6.. who 
hath infinite Strength to order and eftablifh, his 
Kingdom, and to exert his Government in Sioz, 
‘and over Nations :' his Strength mutt needs be infi- 
‘nite, becaufe his Kingdom is eternal; no created 
“Fase D humane 
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humane atm, can {way the Scepter of the World, 
and maintain an everlafting Rule over the Hearts 
and Converfations of all his People, in all Ages; 
and therefore, he muft be God, and the mighty 
God, to tranfaét the whole Work, that concerns 
him, 3s Mediator, and to anfwer the Appellations 
given him in Scripture. Things are afcribéd to 
Chrift, which cannot be performed by lefs than an 
infinite Power. 

Firft, His creating, all things in Heaven and 
Earth, Col. 1.16. By bim were all things created, 
that are in Heaven and that are in Earth, vifible and 
anvifible, whether they be Thrones, or Dominions, or 
Principalities, or Powers, all things were created by 
bim, and for him: He is the eternal Word, the 
Exemplar, and efficient Caufe ofall created Beings s 
The Heavens and Earth,Angels and men,the Inhabi- 
tants of the upper and nether World, wereall form’d 
by Feboush,Chrift, who gave Being to all his Crea- 
tures, as pleafed him; and therefore his Power 
mult needs be Almighty, who is the everlafting God, 
the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the Earth, that 
fainteth not, be that giveth Breath unto the People up- 
on at, and Spirit to them that walk therein. Ua. 40. 
28. chap. 42. 5. 

What a potent Lord have. Believers chofen, 
who can fuperfede all their Difficulties, by his 
Creation-help? if his whole Store-houfe of Heaven 
and Earth be not full enough to fupply their 
Wants, he can foon fet forth anew Edition of 
Mercies by his own immediate arm; if their way 
to Glory, lye through a waite howling Wildernefs 
where no Foot-fteps can be feen to guide them, he 
an create a Cloud by day, and Pillar of Fire by 


Night 
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Night to conduct them: If their Provifions fail 
to.relieve them in their Journey, he can rain 2° 
Shower of Manna from his fecret Granary, and 
“open .the Caverns of the Flinty Rock, and put 
new. Springs into the barren Wildernefs to refrefh 
them; when they. are invironed with Troops of 
Death, he can, in a Moment, interpofe his fiery 
‘Chariots and Horfe-men, and when all their Deli- 
-verers fail, fend from Heaven, and fave them: 
when the Vifibility of Religion ceafes, and the 
Heavens pafs away asa Scrole, when. the Glory 
of the Lords Houfe is diffolv’d into a Chaos, when 
the Gold of the Sanctuary is become Drofs, and 
the Gofpel-Church metamorphoz’d into the old 
World, he can even then create a new Heaven, and 
a new Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteoufnefs, 
Is thy Heart, Believer, full of filthinefS ? Thy Re- 
deemer can create a clean Heart: and if thy Tem- 
peft-toffed Soul can find no refty thy Lord can cre- 
ate the Fruit of the Lips, Peace for thee: What is 
too hard for a creating Arm todo? Or what can 
undoe that People, who havea faithful Creator to 
commit. them{clves, and all their Concerns un-— 
to? 

Secondly, Another Proof of the Omnipotency 
of Chrilt, is the upholding all things by the Word 
_ of his Power, Heb. 1. 4. Who being the Brightnefs 
of his Fathers Glory, and the expre{s Image of bis 
Perfon,, and upholding all things by the Word of his 
Power. Here’s another Royalty of the divine Na- 
ture of Chrift, a new beaming out of his Glory 
as God, even in the bearing up; maintaining, and 
Difpofe of the whole Creation, in the former ver. 
the forming of the Univerfe, and whole World, 
D2 wae 
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was afcribed to Chrift: and here the Prefervation 
of it alfo, is laid upon him, asa further Evidence 
of his onenefs with the Father: having begun ‘his 
Workin the Creation,he carries it on in his provi- 
dential Suftentation thereof,He is before all things, 
and by him all things confijtCol.1.17. He is the Foun- 
dation that underprops the whole Fabrick of Hea- 
ven and Earth, which would foon fink down in-” 
to its firft nothing, if everlafting Arms were with- 
drawn from beneath it, he that firft gives Being to 
his Creatures, muft continue it; Confervation is 
but a Continuation of the firft aét of Creation, 
to preferve the World from Deftruétion, to conti- 
nue the Creatures in their peculiar Nature and 
Properties, and to govern thofe Diverfities in an 
united Subferviency to his Will and Glory and 
the Well-being of the whole, is a work of infinite 
Power, and needs the fame Strength, that firtt 
produced them. And this is the work (Chriftians) 
of your Mefizh, that perfon who is God-Man 3 
who by his divine power and efficacious Provit - 
dence, animates, a¢tuates, cherifhes, quickens, 
and {weetly difpofes of all Creatures, Aétions and 
Affairs in the World.. He is the great Monarch 
of Heaven and Earth, that changes Times and 
Seafons, whofe hands are under his Wings, and 
‘hath a wheel within the Wheels, that turns about 
things as pleafeth him; brings Light out of Dark- 
nefs, Order out of Confufion, Good out of Evil: 
who hath the Government on his Shoulders, and 
abfolute Power in his hand, to difpofe of all per- 
‘fons and things, as may moft further the Pleafire 
‘of his own ‘Will, the Advance of his Glory, and 
ethe Good of them that fear him. © © 4°. 
oy ; And 
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| And is not this Security enough to thofe, who- 
have-intrufted themfelves and all their Concerns; 
with this glorious Potentate, and King of Kings;: 
who hath the Management of all things in Heaven’ - 
and Earth, that it fhall be well at aft with the 
righteous? the momentous Affairs of the world, 
and of Sion, fhall iffue in the belt Good of thofe. 
that love his Name... How fhould this calm the 
tumultuous Fears of the godly into a {weet Sereni- 
ty of Spirit, and ftill their tempeftuous Thoughts 
inva quiet Relyance on the Arm, Care, and Faith- 
falnefs of their Lord, who knows how to govern 
the, World, and can, and will bring, about his’. 
Work to gracious.ends. by all feeming, Contrarie- . 
ties; and interfering Providences in the World, 
Why art thou afraid, faith Celar, to the Mafter of 
the Ship, that began to be difturh’d in his Spirits, by 
reafon of abe Storm and the Darknefs of the: Night ? 
Thou carrye(t Cafar.. How much more fhould Be- 
lievers be fedate and |quiet in their Minds, who 
have embarqued Chrift.. Cefar had only {ome 
Command, at Land, none over the Sea; he go- 
vern’d the Bodies ofa few men, but Chrift, rules 
at Land and Sea; he fits upon the Floods, and at 
the Helm of this great Veffel of the World; how . 
fixould: this lift the Saints Heads above all their 
Waters ? ) 

. Thirdly; Chrift’s working Miratles by his own 
Power, proves his Omnipotency, that nothing ‘is 
too hard for him; /a Miracle is: fomewhat dotie, 
which.is above and \belides the Power and Courfe 
of Nature, not only.as-the thing done, but as the 
manner.of doing, .when the Caufe is fecret, and 
unknown, to us,: and, the thing utterly beyond all 
bah, is D3 natti= 
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ral Caufes, that’s a Miracle which none but God 
can do, either mediately by fecondary, Agents, ox 
immediately of himfelf. Miracles'@xe only dine 
by a divine hand, becaufe none’but'God can change’ 
's the Order of Nature : and this Chiitt did,"not by 
anothers, but by his own power: The Humane - 
Nature in Chrift was but the Inftrament of the divine 
Aion, and the bumane AGion received it?s Vertue 
from she divine Nature, faith Aquinas. It. was‘ by 
his own Power, that Chrift did fuch mighty works 
as no man ever did. Tis faid, Vertue went out 
of him, and healed all their Diltafes who touched 
him. Luke 6,19. It was by his word: he ‘caft out 
Devils, and healed them that were fick. Mat. 8. 6, 
The Wind, and the Seas obey’d him. veri 27.) 
With Authority: he commanded the unclean Spirits: 
and they obey’d him. Mark. 1.27. He opened 
the Eyes of them that were born blind, made the 
dumb to fpeak; the dead to walk by which migh- 
ty Works, he proves himfelf to be one with the 
Bather : What he feeth the Father do, thefé alfo doth 
the Son likewife 3 for as the Father raifeth up the — 
dead: and: quickneth them, even'fo the Sort fe a 
whom be mill. Jo. 619.24. 

Neither-did he fhew fuch Wonders him tf on 
ly, but by his Power he enables his Servants alfo, 
to do fuch mighty Works, as were above the 
Power of lapfed' Nature to do. Mark, 16.17. 18. 
And thefe Signs {hall follow them that believe in my 
Name (i. es by my Powerand Authority from me) 
fhall they caft out Devils, they (hall {peak with new 
Tongues, they foall take up Serpents, and if they 
dink any deadly thing, it fball not burt them, i 
salt lay bands” pn the fick, and sa Load einer 
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And furely, if the exerted Power of Chrift by weak 
Inftruments, could do fuch mighty things, above 
the Capacity of natural Agents, then the effential 
Power of Chrift can do much more than what he 
hath done. . aS” 

Fourthly, That muft needs be an Almighty 
Power in Chrift, that can beftow on the Saints, all 
things that they fhall ask of the Father in his name : 
but fuch is the Power of Chrift, Fob. 14. 113. 
Whatfoever ye fhall ask of the Father in my Nanie, 
that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the , 
Son. ‘He doth not fay, my Father fhall do it, or 
that will I procure for you by my Mediation and 
Intereft in the Father; though that be true: alfo: 
but that willl do by my own Power, as God equal 
with the: Father. (1 will do it) thishe repeats 
again in the next ver. If ye foall ask any thing inm 
Name, I will do it; being willing to fix this glori- 
ous Truth in their Minds, that as he was refolv’d 
to fulfill all their juft Defires, made in his name, 
fo he was able to do it, the Father and he being 
one. And this muft needs be.an Almighty power, 
to hear and anfwer all the Requefts of all the Saints 
on Earth, at once: what multitudes are there of 
Believers in every Age, more than can benumbred, 
who are alway compafling the Throne, and fend- 
ing up a Cloud of Incenfe, to the Mercy Seat dai- 
ly ; putting up’ Variety of Requelts to the Father, 
through Chrift, and that not for mean things nei- 
ther ? They beg for the holy Spirit, for the Shed 
dings abroad of his Love, and Shinings out of ‘his 
Glory; for treading down of Satan, for {ubduing 
of Corruption, for Conqueft’ over his Enemies, 
Enlargement of his ski for an Almightingfs 
, 4 to 


,to-do, and invincible: Patience to fuffer the whole 
Will of God,, for the Forgiveriefs of great Sins, 
‘and Multitudes of Sins, for Perfeverance in Grace, 
and. for an eternal Crown of Glory\}. thefe are ma- 
ny things and great things) things that none ’but 
a,God’can.give,'and yet no more 'than-what Chrift 
‘is engag’d to beftow onall that fincerely feck him 
and. therefore muft needs be God ,Almighty, and 
worthy of Sinners Choice, and of ‘the Saints 
MER Re oy ak aks a Mind) ahs “ii 
Fifthly,. This,alfo. fets. forth, the Omnipotency 
of Ghrift,: that he is able not only:to-do all things 
for, but in his People, working, ‘all. their Works 
in them; the Apoftle tells us, 2:Cor 3.5. Weare 
not fufficient of our felves, to think a\ Thought that is 
Zaods Neither knove we what to pray for as-we ought. 
Rom.-8..26,.In.them) dwells no: good! thing, .as 
they.are in themfelvess Neither can\they do any 
_ thing without him); their Eyes:areyunte him for 
all:their: Help, their, Springs \aeyjin) Him!; jin the 
Loid) (hall. one. fay, have] Rightéoufnefs. and ~ 
Strength s they are dead as to any felifafiiciency for - 
theilealt thing that is good 5 | but, Jie is|theix Life; 
the Soul that animates all:their Faculties, the hand 
thatleads them, the » Wifdom» thats dixects. them; 
the Power that,aétuates them inyeyeryygood . things 
Their, W orks mulhbe; wrought in Coapincen nes 
veri béigood,; *tis he that works\in-them, to will; - 
and to do, of his good Pleafure, he steacheth them 
to-piolit,: he held Afrzel by, the hand jteaching him 
taigo: he carries his Lambs» in» his Arts, and 
genily drives then that are with young » drawing 
faofe that. are,indif{pofed, quickening) them that 
 drerdead: he ds,the Fountain, that hilsvalbtheig 
C3 s n ¢ : Pits; 


_ 
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Pits, the Head that gives out animal Influences to 
every Member, for every Duty: and muft not he 
then be an all-fufficient God, and have an infinite 
Treafury to give to all richly to enjoy, and an Al- 
mighty Arm todo all the work of Saints on Earth? 
O admire Believers, and relye on this Jefus. 

. Sixthly, raifing the dead is an a& of Omnipo- 
tency, a peculiar Property .of the divine Nature, 
which hath been, is, and fhall be the Work of 
Chrift; Iam the Refurrettion and the Life. Jo.ut. 25s 
ze He for whofe fake'and by whofe Power the 
dead (hall be raifed at the laft day. Martha fufpects 
Chrifts Ability -to revive her dead'Brother, the be- 
lieved indeed, he sfhould rife at the laft day, and 
not before 3, why faith Chrift, they ‘that, fhall, then 
rife from the dead,. {hall rife by my Power; and if 
] will raife up the dead then, I can as eafily do.it 
now. Lhe hour is comming in which all that are in 
their Graves; {hall hear his Voice, and (hall. come 
forth, they that have done Good, unto the Refurretti- 
on of Lifes and they that have done evil, unto the 
Refurreétion of Damnation. Fob.5.28.29. And I will 
raife him up at the lat day. Fob.6.54. That there 
fhall be a general Refurrection of the dead, at the 
latt day 3 when every Body (though now confu- 
med) hall be raifed up and, reunited to the Soul, 
and be brought to the final Judgment, is notgue- 
{tioned by thofe that believe, and know the Scrip- 
tures. » The *Author. of this Refurrection is God, 
as God, but the fecond Perfong the Lord Jefus, is 
delegated to accomplifh this Work, (which he fhall 
do by his own Voice, (faith Chrift him(felf). bya 
Shout, by the Voice of the Arch-Angel, and with 
the Trump ‘of God, faith the Apofile, 1, Thef.4. 16, 
with 
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with a great Sound of a Trumpet, faith the Evan- 
gelilt, Mat. 24. 31. That is, the Lord Jefus thal, 
at that laft day, by his mighty Voice, pronounced 
by the Arch-Angel, caufe all the dead, both {mall 
and great, to arife in their fame Bodies, though 
chang’d into an immortal State, and fuitable Ca- 
pacity; to that Condition, ‘to’ which they are in- 
tended, to receive their Soul, and tocome to Judg- 
ments And is not this a mighty Work, to quick- 
en the'dead, a work peculiarly aferibed to God. 
2. Cor. 1. 9. For we bad the Sentence’ of Death «4 
our felves, that we fhould not trujt in our felves, but 
in'God which raifeth the Dead: ?Tis the work of 
God, and of none’ but God, to raife the dead: 
Fis a work full of Wonder and Amazement, be- 
yond al} Principles of created reafonj °to conceive 
how thofe Bodies diffolved to duft, mingled with 
other Bodies:in the Grave, digefted into other 
Natures, by Beafts, Fithes, Fowls, that have: de- 
vouréd thern, fliould yet return’and be feparated 
from other Duft and Natures, into the fame Indi- 
viduals, is fucha Miracle as is only fit matter for- 
Faith, not Senfe; and a firm Foundation for the 
Believers Hope and Comfort. LE TSAR OC UL 
It may be thou feeft nothing but! Deaths on thy 
Graces, Frames and Capacities ; thou findeft De- 
cayés'in' thy Soul, the Spirit of Life feems to be 
departed from thee, thou canft not pray, hear, con- 
verfe,with that fweetnefs and delightas heretofore 5 
Comfort thy felf Believer ; Hé that is the Life, is 
the Refurrettion alfo': He that quickned thy Heart; 
when Dead, will revive it, when decay’d : °Tis 
4s eafie’ with him ‘to reftore thy Spirithal Frames, 
aS totbeftow: them’: - He that cari raife the . 
Citi 0 
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World from their Bodily; total Death 5 can eafily, 
and will, in due time,cure thy Soul-dyings alfo. 

Again, This will chear drooping Sion; who 
faints at her Defolations, and fears what will be- 
come of the deftruétion on her Interefts : Tis la< 
mentable to obferving Souls, to fee how Religion 
goes down daily: Holinefs is departed from the 
Earth: The Rod of the wicked lies on the back 
of the Righteous : the wicked are exalted, and 
the Righteous oppreffed: The Houle of David 
waxes weaker and weaker, and the Houfe of Saul 
waxes ftronger: This is a fad SpeGtacle 3 yet in 
this café Relief’ is to be fetch’d from an: Omnipo- 
tent Jefus ? who hath faid, His dead men: thall 
live: whocan open his Peoples graves, and revive 
his decay’d Intereft, and caufe a Nation to bring 
forth in aday : and Overturn, Overturn, Overturn, 
till his Kingdom be eftablifhed in the Earth. 


CHAP. Hf. 


The Humane Nature of Chrift; diftinGly con- 
fider'd ; it's Reality proved :' His Perfona- 
lity, or the Divine and Humane Nature 

_ in one Perfons fhewing what kind of Union 
it is, and the glorious Confequents and 
Advantages thereof. | 


E> have ‘a little enquired into the Divirss 

YY Nature of Chrifts: che Beams ‘of -whofé 
_~ Glory, but darkly feen, yield 4 moet 
u 
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re? ea 
heat 


44 _ The Beft Treafure, Or, 
fal fplendor, and reviving to a believing Eye. 
In the next place, let us confider his Humanity - 
The Nature of Man, which the fecond Perfon, 
affumes into a. Perfonal Union with himfelf: He 
is perfe&t: Man as well as God : The Woman’s 
Seed 3-Made of a Woman, made under the Law,, 
Gal..4.4. Made of the Seed of David. according to 
the Flefh. Rom. 1.3.4: For he took not on bine the 
Nature of Angels, but the Seed of Abraham. Heb. 2. 
16. The Children being partakers of fleh and blood, 
be likewifé took, part of the fame, ver. 144 And was. 
in all things made like to bis Brethren, ver. 17. Cal- 
led the Son of Man : the Man Chrift Jefus « having 
the Subftante of the Humane Natures though not 
the Perfonal Subfiftence thereof: He didnot take 
the Perfon of Man into. Union with himifelf :, for 
then he would have had two Perfons: and fo. 
have been no true Mediator: The Mediator . be- 
ing'one : 1 Tim.2.5. For there is one God, and one 
Mediator~ between God and Man, . the Man-Chrift 
Fefus : But if the Lord Jefus had taken the Per- 
fon of Man, then he would have confifted of two 
Perfons : the Divine Subfiftence and the Humane ; 
and fo there would have been two Mediators, or 
Perfons ‘mediating, which is contrary ‘to Scrip- 
ture. — " 

Neither did he take on him the vicious Quali- 
ties or Accidents of the Humane Nature: being 


* 


it of the Subftance of the: Virgin : not! of hisjown 

Effence : whence the) Holy. thing begotten by ‘s 
Spirit was not God,) but, Man 5_.called the Holy 

| we Gbild 
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Child Fefus: purely conceived in the Womb of a 
Sinner, “without the leaft participation of her 
Sin, or vicious Defeéts of her Nature, ‘receiving 
only the perfeét Subftance of Man. Ran 

Having the Effential parts of the § Body. : 
Humane Nature, _ Soul. 
A true and real Body, and not a Phantafie, and 
Airy Vehicle, as the Marcionites and Hereticks of 
old held : He had Flefh and Bones, which a Spirit 
hath not, Luke 24.39. Handle me and fee me, for 
a Spirit hath not flefh and bones as ye fee me have: 
This was after his RefurreCtion, when the Difci- 
ples doubted that it was an Apparition and not 
him, and even then Chrift had a real Body, palpa- 
ble and vifible, the object of External Senfes. 
A Natural, and not an Heavenly Body; as the 
Manichees affirm’d from 1 Gor. 15. 47. The firft 
man is of the Earth, Earthy the fecond man is the 
Lord from Heaven. But to this I anfwer with Zaz- 
chy, The Apofile doth not {peak here of the Effen- ' 
tial Body of Chrift; but of his Heavenly Spiritual 
Power, which he lets out in railing the Dead 3’as 
in the former verfe. The firft man Adam was made 
@ living Soul, the laft Adam 'was made a quickning 
Spirit: He {peaks not here of the Nature, but of 
the perfon of the fecond Adam, as Mediator; the 
‘Difference between whom was great: the fir 
Adam but a Creature, this a Creator or Quickning, 
Spirit: the firft Adam had his Rife from the Earth, 
this fecond Adam, as to his perfon, from Heaven: 
whence (faith Pareus) tis ‘evident, the. Apoftle 
doth not {peak here of the matter of Chrifis Body, 
but of the Original and Dignity of his Perfon: for 
“he grants atti whole’ Difcourfe, that Chrifi’s 
Seah : Body 


* 
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Body is one and the fame with ours 5" elfe how can 
his Refurrection be a proof of ours : and *tis faid, 
As by man came death, fo by man came alfo the Re- 
furrection of the Dead : 1 Cor. 15.20, 21,22. And 
if Chrift had not a real, natural. Body, then he’ 
could not be the Seed of the Woman 5 neither had 
his Death been a real Death, or a fatisfactory Pro- 
pitiation; if the fame Nature that finned had not 
- alfo fuffered : And therefore it muft needs be that 
Chrift hada Natural Body : He Eat,Drank, Spake, 
Walked, was weary, {mitten, bound, crucified : 
which are alfo demonftrations of a Natural Body. 

And as. he had.a perfect Body, fo had he a Soul 
alfo; contrary to the Doctrine of Apollinaris s ox 
elfe he could not be a perfect Man, and in all 
things made like unto his Brethren 3, for, "tis faid, 
when God-made Man, He breathed into his Noftrils 
the Breath of Life, and man became a living Soul, 
Gen..2.7. Hence, faith Laétantin, A Soul-lefs 
Body is no Humane Body + "Tis faid, His Soul was 
exceeding forrowful, even unto Death, Mat, 26. 38. 
Had not Chrift a real Soul, he had not been a li- 
ving man, nor could be faid to have died, when 
he cried out, Father, into:thy hands I commit my 
Spirit, Luke 23.46. And having faid fo, he gave 
xp the Ghoft. This Spirit the Lord Jefus gave up 
into his Fathex’s hands, was not. his: Divine Na- 
ture, for that was one with, and ever with the 
Father ¢ and. therefore muft needs be his Soul; 
which was his Life ;..and that departing, he is faid 
to dye, and give up the Ghoft. 

Befides, That Knowledge in which he is faid to 
increafe, with thofe Humane Affections that ma- 
nifeltly appeared in him, and thofe Acts of at 

a- 
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Natural Will, plainly proves his Soul: thefe be- 
ing the Effential Faculties of a Rational Spirit. 
Neither could he have perfectly tranfaGted the Of- 
fice of a Mediator, and undergone all the Suffer- 
ings that were to be borne tor the Sin of Man, 
had he not confifted of a Humane Soul, as well as 
Body; part of thefe Penalties, yea the greateft, part 
being Spiritual, and fuch as none but the. Soul 
could be fully fenfible of ;. And in point of Ju. 
ftice, the Soul of man having finned, there mutt 
be a Soul alfo in the Redeemer to undergo. Suffere 
ings 5 wherefore he mutt needs be perfect. man in 
the Effential Parts.of the Humane Nature, 

Body. 

Soul. 

He had alfo the Properties of the Humane Na- 
ture, both Effential and Accidental: The Effential 
Properties of. man, as well.of the Soul, as Body, 
were in him; The. Effential Properties, and Fa- 
culties of the Soul, whichyare the Underftanding, 
Will, Affections, were feated in) his Nature 5. he 
hada created Underftanding, that eminently, {hin’d 
out in his youthful years, being able, at. Twelve 
years old, to.difpute with the Learned Do¢tors, of 
his, Day, even to the aftonifhment..of his Hearers. 
Luke 2. 46,47. And they found him in the Temple, 
fitting in the mid(t of the Doctors, both hearing them, 
and asking them Queltions sand all that heard bim 
were aftonifhed at his Underltandiug and Anfwerse 
And ver. 52. Fefus increafed.in Wifdom ang Sta- 
ture. 

He had likewife Natural Affections, fo as with- 
out fin: He loved the young man in the Gofpel, 
fox thofe Excellencies that were in, him, Mark, 

10. 21. 
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yo. 21. And had a peculiar degree of Affection ‘to 
Fobn above the reft of the Difciples, Fob. 19. 26. 
He had compaffion on the multitude, Mat. 9.36, 
And was grieved for the Heart hardnefs of his 
Difciples, Mark 3.5. And had indignation againft 
Peter's tempting him to decline his Redemption- 
work. Mark, 8. 33. . 

He had alfo the Effential Properties of a Humane 
Body,: fuch as do flow from the Effence thereof, 
and are fo abfolutely neceflary to it, as that with- 
ont thefe the Body would ceafe to be a Body: as 
Quantity, Figure, Members, Dimenfions : He had 
a Material Body, confifting of Fleth and Bone, with 
its Lineaments and Members; Face, Hands, Feet; 
he had a Stature, in which he grew, as other men 
do, Luke 2.52. A Body circumfcribed in a place, 


’ that muft needs have a Circumference, and bein 


one place at once circumf{criptively, not definitive- 
ly, as Spirits are: Neither does its Union with the 


. Divine Nature, or its glorified ftate in Heaven, al- 
“ter this Effential Property of a Body + Nor is the 


Omnipotency of God a fifficient’ Argument to - 
warrant the Body of Chrift to be in-Heaven, and 


__..Earth, and in divers places at once’; fecing God’s 
“-Abfolute Power never croffeth his A€tual Power, 


‘or infer a contraricty to his Truth, and to the 
natural Being of things. Neither did he affume the 
Parts ‘and Effential Properties of Man only, but 
‘the Infirmities alfo, and accidental Properties of 


, the Humane Nature: though not -thofe~ which 


were Perfonal and Vicious, and procur’d by Per | 
{onal Sins, or defetion in their particular Natures, 
as Difeafes, Blindnefs, Lamenefs, Deformity, which © 


were not the abfolute and univerfal Products of 
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Original Sin, incident to every one, but arifing 
from fome particular Caufes, and peculiar to fome » 
Perfons onely ; thefe our Lord Jeliis did not take 
upon him; but fuch Infirmities as were acciden- 
tal to the whole Nature, for that he himfelf alfo is 
compaffed with Infirmities, Heb. 5.2. not finful 5 
as culpable Ignorance and Errour, but Natural In- 
firmities, fuch as were incident to our Natures, 
( Sin excepted ) and fuch as. were the Effects and 
Punifhment of Sin ; thefe Chrift took on him, as 
inculpable Jgnorance, Humane Paffions of Sorrow, 
Fear, Anger in the Soul, Hunger, Thirft, Weari- 
nefs, Pain, bloody Sweat, and Death in the Body. 
Mark 13.32. Mark 11.13. Math. 26.38. Math. 
9.36. Mat. 16.23. Fob. 19.28. Fob. 4.5. Hebs 
§. 8. Luke 22.44. Mat.27. 50. 

And O what enriching Priviledges, and full. 
Confolation, do flow to Believers, from the Words 
affuming the Humane Nature into Perfonality with 
himfelf! And what glorious Excellencies are in, 
. Jefus Chrift, as he is God-Man, in one Perfon! 
infinite Treafures, which can never be traced out, 
nor fully underftood by the Children of men; as 
will appear, if we confider the kind of this Union,. 
and the Confequents of it. | 

Firfl, Contider the kind of this, Union, between 
the Divine and Humane Nature of Chrift ; and O 
what a glorious Myftery isic ! —: 

Firft, It is.a real Union: °tis not Nominal, in — 
Name onely, or Metaphorical, in Shew or Similts 
tudes but in Reality and Truth, The Divine and 
Humane Nature do conftitute owe Perfon, which 
is Jefus Chrift. We have already proved that Je- 
fys Chritt is perfect God, arid ‘perteét Man : he is 
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really fo in.one perfon, Fob. 1.14, The Word was 
made Flefb, and dwelt amonglt us, and we bebeld 
bis Glory. The Word, that is, the divine Nature, 
the God-head of Chrift, was made Flefh ; that is, 
united to the humane Nature, and this in a vifible 
way: and dwelt amongft us, it was not a Fiction, 
but really Chrift, God-man, dwelt amongfi us, 
and we beheld bis Glory, it was obvious to our 
view, 1 Tim. 3. 16. Great is the Myftery of Godli- 
nels, God was manifet in the Flefh, juftified in the 
Spirit, feen of Angels. If this be not real, what can. 
be fo? He was manifeft.in the Flefh, How? By way, 
of real Union, Fuftified in the Spirit, by the divine, 
Nature ; here’s Flefh, and here’sthe divine Nature, 
in one perfon, Jefus Chrift, God-Man, {een of 
Angels, Rom. 1. 3. 4. Concerning his Son Fefus Chrift 
our Lord, which mas made of the feed of David ac- 
cording to the Flefh, and declared to be the Son of, 
God with Power, according to the Sane of Holinefs, 
by the Refurredtion from the Dead: Here's a Perfon, 
confifting of both thefe Natures, real man, born 
of the Seed of David, then real God; thus the: 
Divine Nature was manifefted to be in Chrift, by. 
the RefurreCtion of the dead, Rom. 9.5. And of 
sebom as‘ concerning the Flefh Chrift came, who is over 
all, God bleffed for. ever. Here both Natures are 
attributed to one Perfon ;_ Jefus Chrift, as concern- 
ing the Flefh, defcended from, Abraham, he came 
from David, that is, he received the humane Na- 
ture from the Virgin Mary, and he is God over ally 
bleffed for ever. The God-head is faid to dwell.in 
him bodily, Col. 2. 9. . 

Secondly, It is a very near Union, the neareft 
Union that poffibly can be. As the Soul and the. 


Body 
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Body make up‘oné'man, fo the! divine’ ‘rid himaing! , 
Nature of Chrift) make tip ore Perfor Te is fee 
forth by way? ‘of Inhabitation;'!Col'2s 9} Tn dim 
dwells all’ ‘the » Fublnefs of. he Ged-bead bodily i 
God’ manifett' in the Flefh,-and" juftified in - he 
Spirit makes’ up'one: entire Perfor.» SAS the Matter 
and the’ Form’ imakes up" ore Being) fo this ‘dis: 
vine/andYhumarie: ‘Nature’ Gein iey op one per 
fon. 

Thirdly, . ‘Tei'Gs! a ‘iyi nail chair. 
Unions There’s a’relative Union-between' Man and’ 
Wife,’ 'makingont Fleh's'\a reab Union between! 
the'Head and Meinbers, conftituting one Body; biit! 
this cannot reach this Union | it iS ‘untonceivablé, 
above all ‘Conception, 1 Tim) 32°16.) Great is pret 
Myftery: ‘of Godlineft, ‘God: manife oft int the! Figh. We 
may  adtnire it, °andedore it; but we? cannot! fe 
thom’ the depth ‘of this Unionbeeweets the divine’ 
and! huthaiie’Natiire: of Chrift. ° 

“Fourthly, Tels pare ‘and: sno alsin ‘ds? 
to ‘each Natur, Tn regard ‘of -Effeticé’ the ‘divine! 
Nature cannot ‘be cotivertéd into the hiimane, nor! 
the'hamane iritd the'divine, ‘but each Natuite rez 
mins: diltinet, and it's! Properties ‘ate difting, 
Remit 3.400 ‘So'that thereare it | Jeflis Chrift, two 
Natutes,' two'Wills)-a divine! Will, and a humane! 
Will: chehath the Wilb and \AfeBions of aman, 
though’ fully ‘fan@tified and glorified’: he wills 
whatever the God-Head wills,’ but ‘ftill;: as’ to’ his: 
hiimane Nature, itis with a humane’ Will's fo that 
fornethir “of the workings of ‘Chrift,’ are by the’ 
divine Power; and) ‘fomething by the humarie Na+ 
ture) This Union'confitts’in the Communication’ 
hi aie Nattié-with the humane, the God=! 
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head, and the humane Nature agrees fo that the 
divine Nature of Chrift communicates all its full- 
nef{s as far asmay further Redemption-ends 5 for 
the Sanctification and Salvation of the whole body 
of Chrift, and for'the fulfilling ofall Redemption- 
Work, 1 Pet. 3.18. This is a glorious Union, but 
itis worthy to be known. Ah how little of Chrift . 
is. known as to thefe. two Natures | how little a 
portion do we know of him! 
Fifthly, Ie isan infeparable Union, it can ne- 
ver be parted more,. Therein lies the Happinefs of 
Believers, that: Jefus Chrift.is God-man, to all 
Eternity, never can there be an/end of this Rela- 
tion 5 felis Chrift God-Man, isthe fame Yefterday, 
to. day, and for ever, Heb. 13. 8.' He was the fame ; 
while in, his .obediential..Work, ‘on Earth 5 he is 
the fame in Glory,, and will be the fame to all E- 
ternity. . This Union of Chrif’s two,Natures mutt , 
be eternal, or elfe he cannot ‘be-faid ‘ever. to,live « 
to.make Interceffion; | But be ever liver to\ make In- 
terceffion, Heb..7..25. That .which made) Chrift’s; 
Redemption |infinite, was that he was Godyas 
well as Man.:,.Chrift the Interceder,; God-Man, 
is. now in Heaven,,and this .muft,,be for ever: ;O», 
what a glorious Truth is. this, ,that there. canbe 
no. Ceflation.of this/Union! ,could this, Union, be 
{eparated as Neftoring tholdsythen Redemption-/ 
work would ceafe: | He ip, overall, God-Man, 
bleffed for svermore, Rom. 9. §+-4€ the Saints Union 
with Chrift be. infeparable, and, their Intereft sin, 
the Love of Chrift infeparable,, then) Chrift jis un- 
alterable; but. becaufe the Saints muft have,an 
eternal Union ‘with. him, and. he is anjeter-. 
nal. Jefus, he mutt be eternally .God-Man,. 
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Romans 8.34, 35, 39, 37,33 39. Tob. Tap ts 


23.24. 
‘Secondly, What are the Effects and Confe- 
quents, that flow from, and iffue out of this Uni- 
on ‘between the divine and humane ‘Nature of 
Chrift ? . : 

- Firft, from this Union of thefe two Natures in 
Chrift, there follows a Communication of Pro- 
perties; fo that which is faid to be done by each 
Nature, is applied to the whole Perfon of Chrift ; 
O this is avery glorious Myftery. as this, Chrift’s 
Sufferings in the humane Nature, is applyed to the 
whole Perfon of ‘Chrift; therefore the Blood of 
Chritt, which was but ‘the Blood of the humane 
Nature, is called the Blood of God, Ads 20. 28. 
Feed the Charch of God, which be hath purchafed 
with bis own Blood being of infinite Value and 
Worth. So the Sufferings of the humane Nature 
are afcribed fometimes to the divine Nature, and 
to the whole perfon of Chrift ; fo, 1 Tim. 3.16. 
God manifeft in the Flefh, and juftified in the 
Spirit; yet both thefe applyed to the perfon of 
Chrift: whatever the divine nature can do is ap- 
plyed to the Perfon of Chrift, by a Communicati- 
on of Properties,’ flowing from this Union. 
Secondly, From'this Union, flows this Confe- 
guence, That there is Fullnefs of Grace plac’d in 
Jefus Chritt to be given out to all his Seed. The 
God-head fills the humane Nature of Chrift, 

+ Fo. 3. 34, God hath not given the Spirit by mea- 
Sure to bim. When we read of Chrift’s receiving 
any thing, underitand it of his humane Nature 3 
for the divine Nature cannot be capable of-recei- 
vif, any thing 5 itis as full of Grace as ever it 

E 3 can 


Gas moves him:-to give out Pend ge other 
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ihe Divine ; As the-Sun that gives out Light is als 
forth 


fated foun 4” oy iyi, one bee 
thirdly, By vertue of this. Uniony the Lord Je, 


fore. Ged hath highly exalted him, and given him, a 
Name above every names, Every Tongue thal. confefs 
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at laft, that he is Lord, ver. 11. Rev. 1.17. And 
when I faw him, I fell at bis Feet as dead. O the 
very Vifion of Chrift is enough to firike a poor 
Creature to the Earth, Rev. 4.9, 10,11. The 
four and twenty Elders fell down and worfhipped 
this glorious Perfon’ that fate upon the Throne, 
which is Jefus Chrift, Fob. 5. 23. That all men 
fbould honour the Son, even as they honour the Fathar 
So that God the Son, the Second Perfon, the Me- 
diatour of his People, deferves all that Divine and 
Religious Worfhip which is due to God, as God : 
Thrones and Principalities are made by him, and 
put under him. Co/. 1. 16.17. 

Fourthly, By vertue of this Union, the Lord 
Jefts Chrift hath abfolute Authority, Kingthip, 
and Headfhip in his Church, and over all things to 
the Church , Matt. 28.18. All Power is given to 
me in Heaven and Earth. O what val Power is 
this!’ All Power on Earth, to do what he will 
there; All Power in Heaven, to do what he will 
there , Eph. 1.22. And bath put all things under 
bis Feet, and gave him to be the Head over all things 
to the Church. Jefus Chrift, as God-Man, is in- 
velted with all Power and Authority, to tranfa@ 
the Work of a Mediator, to perform the Offices 
of Prophet, Prieft, and King: The Godhead of 
Chrift, working, as God, and the Manhood of 
Chrift, working, as Man, yet both thefe Natures 
‘concurr towards the management of Redemption- 
work, 


God, for he knoweth the mind of the Spirit, be- 
ing God, he is infinite in Wifdom, Fob. 36. 4. 
Rom. 11.33. All Knowledge comes from him, as 
(a : E 4 Medi- 


4 


Asa Prophet,. he is able to reveal the Will of 
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Mediator : In him are hid the ‘Treafures of Wif- 
dom, Col.2. 3. He maketh Wife to Salvation; He 
giveth Wifdom, Prov. 2. 6. Heopeneth the Eyes 

ofthe blind, and. giveth Light to them that fit in 

Darknefs, and in the Region and fhadow of Death, 
Matth. 4.16, Luke 2,32. Minifiers can but preach 
to the Ear, but Chrift can preach to the Heart : 

' Minifters can. but open the Scriptures, Chrift.can 

‘open the Heart : He is a full and) effeétual Head 
to his Body, the, Church, to guide, influence. and 
adorn it, Col. 1. 18. 

_Asa-Prielt: And-fo there’s an infinite Sufficiency 
in his Satisfaction and Intercelfion;fecing he is God- 
Man 3 In his Satisfaction enough to filence all Pleas 
again{t his People; He can arreft all the Sentences 
and Executions of the Law againft them. Asan 
High-prieft ; he is.a fufficient Sacrifice for the Sins 
of the Peaple : He mas made Sin for ws, that we 
might be made the Rightecufnefs of Gad in him,2 Cor. ° 
5. 21. By,the Obedience of Chrift all Believers ate 
made Righteous, Rom.5. 19. The Obedience of - 
the. Saints is  reprefented compleat in Chrift, 
though imperfeét in themfelves. Hence Believers 
that are wounded with the (hortnefs of their Servi- 
ces in themfelves, may lift up their Heads, when 
they Jook upon the perfect Righteoufnels of the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, Hence, 1 fob, 2.152. If any 
wan, Sin, we bave an Advocate mith the Father, Fe- 
fis Chrift the Righteous : And he is the propitiation 
for our Sins. Though the Saints do fin, Chrift. be- 
comes a Sacrifice for them. This one Offering of 
Chrift ever appears before God, when new Provo- 
cathops appear in his People : By one Offering he per- 
fecied for ever them that ave fanctified, Heb,-10.1 ie 

Y 
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By vertue of this Union, his Blood becomes infi- 
nite Blood, equally as large as the Offence: Nay, 
it is more able to fave, than the Sins of Believers to 
damn : It is the Blood of Chrift that cleanfeth from 
all Sin, t Joh. 1.7. Therefore his Obedience is 
a perfect Obedience, and his Sufferings perfec 
Sufferings: of more fatisfaGion to Divine Juftice, | 
than if all the Sinners in the World had lain in 
Hell to all Eternity. This Blood is fo wonderfully 
precious, that it is accounted by the Father as the 
Blood of God,  Adfs 20. 28. It Infinite can fatis- 
fie Infinite, then the Father is {atistied by the 
Blood of Chrift; becaufe whatever the Juftice of 
God can expect, the Obedience of Chrift can ful- 
ly fatisfie. This Righteoufnefs to Juftification, 
the perfect Obedience and Sufferings of Chrift, re- 
ceives no Addition or Diminution by the Obedi- 
ence, or Difobedience of his People, Eph. 1.6. He 
hath made us accepted in the Beloved. Ah! little do 
Souls know the Bottom they ftand upon: Itis not 
( poor Believer ) the fhortnefs of thy Obedience, 
the multitude and greatnefs of thy Sins, can out- 
match this matchlefs Righteoufnefs of Chrift. Al 
the Injurics and Wrongs thou haft done is but the 
Injury of a Creature, but the Satisfaction of Jefus 
Chrift is the Satisfaction of God ; it is the Satisfa- 
tion of God the Son, prefented to God the Fa- 
ther : O what a bleffed ftate are Believers in, where. 
there-is {uch a price paid for their Sins. 

Again, By vertue of this Union, There’s Sufh- 
ciency in the Interceffion of Jefus Chritt: He mut: 
needs be able to fave to the uttermoft all that come to 
God by him, feeing he ever lives to make Interceffion, 
Heb. 7. 24,25. How much more hall the Blood of 

) Chrift, 
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Chiff, who, through the Eternal Spirit, offered him- 
Self without {pot to God, purge your Confciences from 
dead works, Heb. 9. 14. The Blood’ of Chritt meri- 
torioufly purges the Soul from all filthine(s, being 
offered through the Eternal Spirit, God-will not 
deny himfelf: whatever God the Son intercedes 
for, God the Father will grant 5 ‘fo’ that Chrift’s 
Interceffion muft needs be effectual. O what po- 
tency hath Chrift in. Heaven! what Prevalency in 
all his'‘Addreffes to the Father! Eph.5.25,26,27. 
Chrift gave himfelf for bis Church 5 that he might 
fanttifie and cleanfe it 5 and that -be might prefent it 
to bimfelf 2 gloriow Chureh, without {pot or wrinkle. 
Here’s a double Effec&e of Chrift’s Mediatorlhip : 
One is, By vertue of this Blood, the Spirit comes, 
and cleanfes away the Corruption, and fubdues the 
Ihiquities of his People : this is that cleanfing by 
Sanctification : Then there’s a prefenting the Saints 
to the Father, complete in him, without {pot or 
wrinkle : thus the vertue of Chrift’s Interceffion, 
and Righteoufnefs applied by him to the Believer. 
doth prove fuch a covering for all Believers, that 
it hides every {pot from God’s. Judicial Eye, that 
the Lord is faid to behold no Iniguity in them, 
z.c, {o.as to be angry with them §-they »are pre- 
{ented lovely, and comely ‘in Chrift,< though black 

and deformed in themfelves.. _ ‘ 
As a King: And fo he hath. Authority to erect 
a Kingdom of Grace in the World, to'make Laws 
for the well-being of his’ Church,’ and to require 
Obedience of all Pérfons.. Hence the Magitirates 
of the World are cal?’'d' upon toftcop ‘to -Chrifft 
Pfal, 2.12. Kifs the Son left be beangry. All Aus 
thority in the Worlds placed under jefiis Chrift; 
in oder to the carrying cn his Mediatorly nee 
“dom ; 


4 Gt 


ihe Unfearchable Riches of Chrift. -$9 
dom : Hence’ *tis faid, Prov. 8.15. By nie Kings 
Reign, and Princes decree Fuftice : they have their 
Power and Authority, by the Government, and dif 
pofing of Jefus Chrift, whois faid to be King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, Rev, 19.16. He hath ab- 
folute Power) over every-Creatures Every Knee 
mutft bow, and every Tongue confefs to-him 5 all 
mutt fubjet to him, P/al. 22.28. For the King- 
dom is the Lords, and be is the Governour among the 
Nations : He fhall have Dominion alfo from. Sea to 
Sea, and from the River unto the. ends of the Earth: 
They that dwell in. the Wildernefs {hall bow before 
himsand his Enemies fhall lick the duft, Pfal.72.8,9. 
_ Asa King, he is invefted with Right and Pow- 
er, to give out the Spirit of Grace for the effectu- 
al fulfilling, of; and compleating Obedience to all 
his Laws, by his Church and People. Obedience 
to the Laws of Chrift cannot be yielded but ‘by the 
Spirit; the beft of his People are no further fub- 
je to him,.than they \are Spiritual 5 for the Car- 
nal mind is Enmity againft God’: Hence he faith, 
When I go away, I will. fend. the: Comforter; Fobn 
16.7. It isan Expretlion that, notes Authority’: 
When I go away, when I mount my Throne, I 
will fend the Spirit 5 and he {hall promote ;Obe- 
dience: He fhall lead bis People into all) Truth, . 
wer. 13.14. Whenever he intends. the floutifhing 
of his Kingdom in the World, he hath refidues: of 
the Spirit to give out: the more Holinefs there is 
in Saints and Churches, the more-there are of the 
pourings out of the Spirit :, I well pour ont my Spis 
rit wpon thy Seed, and they fhall {pring up as among 
the grafs, as Willows by the W ater-courfis, Mas 44. 
354» So Jocl 2, 28,29. Z will pour out my Spirit 


upon 
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upon all Flefh, &c. In thofe days, ‘that’ is, in the 
time of the Gofpel, and efpecially when the Fews 
are called. Bic aed 

Again, as King, the Lord Jefus Chrift hath fuf- 
ficient Power to protect and rule his People, to 
govern and fubdue his Enemies. He is altogether 
compleat to enact his own Purpofes, and to fulhll 
his own Will; for 'as God, nothing is too hard 
for him 5 He takes up the Iles as a very little thing, 
Ifa. 4.0. 15. It is an eafie thing with him to blow 
-off the Nations, and ‘fubdue all the Powers that 
oppofe him: He that fitteth in’ the Heavens fhall 
Laugh, the Lord (hall have them in Derifion, Pfal. 2. 4. 
He makes nothing of all the Powers of his Ene- 
mies 5 it is but to look through ‘the Clouds, and 
trouble their Hofts, Exod. 14. 24. One Angel can 
fuddenly deftroy thoufands of them: he hath abfo- 
lute Power over all Creatures to-bring down all 
his. Enemies, where and when’ he will; and be 
mult reign till he hath brought them all down, 
Feb, 2. 8. Thou halt break them with a Rod of Iron, 
thou foalt dafh them in pieces like a Potters Veffel, 
Pfal.'2. 9. The Saints are ready to tremble: when 
they confider the Potency of their Enemies 5 but 
it is far eafier for Chrift to dafh all the Powers of 
the World in pieces, than for a man to break an 
earthen Pitcher: He will order and -eftablifh~ his 
Kingdom with Fudgment and Fuftice; Ifa.9.7. Mt 
is not for want of Ability in Chrift to order and 
perfeét the Obedience of his Church and People, 
that there are fuch Diforders found amongft thems 
only he is pleafed to leave Irregularities for a 
while, that he may come at laft with his Fan, and 
purge them: So neither men nor Devils can 


pluck, 
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pluck his Sheep out of his hand, Jo. 10. 28. Ene- 
mies may. touch: them; Temptations may wound 


and buffet’ them, and fometimes ‘Captivate his — 


People ; but they cannot remove.them out of his 
hand he will {till {apport and:preferve, all that 
the Father hath given him. 


Fifthly, In this perfonal Union of the Lord Je«: 
fus Chritt, lies his Mediatorfhip: In thefe two Na-: 


tures he takes upon him, and undergoes the Office 
of Mediator. And this is fo great a decp,that time is 
too fhort. to give a full Difplay of the Glory of 
Chrift’s Mediatorfhip.. Heb. 8.6..But now he hath 
obtained a more excellent Miniftry by how much alfa 
heis the Mediator of a better Covenant. 

But now éc. That is by vertue of this Union 
of both Natures: in the Perfon of Chrift; he is be- 
come a Mediator of a better Covenant; this we 
may fee, if we look back in verf. 1. The Apoftle 
{peaks of Chrifts divine Nature, who is fet on the 
right hand ofthe Throne of the -Majetty in Heavens 
and verf. 2i:his humane Nature is fhewn, called 
the Minifter of the Sanctuary, and verf: 3. ordain- 


ed to offer Gifts’ and having fpoken of Chrift in; 


both his Naturés, he tells us that he is now become 
a Mediator, betwixt God and Man; a middle 
Perfon, a days-Man, he hath a»Mediety or Mid- 
dlenefs of Natuie,.as‘God-Man, and is a Media- 
tor in regard of bis Office; in which Office, the 
Lord Jefus ftands in a double Relation), firt, to 
God, fecondly,: to Mans! having both Natures, 
he is interelted in both parties, the Son of God, 
and the Son of Man, one with God, Fob. 10.30. 
I and my Father are one: of one Nature, one Will, 


one Delight, having one Deliga and one. Glory. 
; Qu’ Rite ns 2 As» 
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As;man he is.of ‘the: fame» Nature; Flefh and: 
Blood: with fall’n man, Heb. 2.)19..14. 17.°He: 
hath the fame Temptations, the fame!Weakneffes: 
and Infirmities with them (Simexcepted) that he! 
might havea fellow feeling’ of the Infirmities of his 
people, and put on Bowels of Compaifions, that he 
might be. capable of’ fulfilling all’ Righteoufnefs, 
{uffering for them, and holding Communion with 
them) Heb. 5. 1.20 2163 ofl este 
This Term Mediator, is taken-fometimes in a 
more large fenfe, fometimes in a more ftrict fenfe, 
’ Firft, This Term, as.it is takerv ina large Senfe, 
fo the Lord Jefus Chrift:is a Mediator; :as ‘he is the» 
Head, the middle between God and ‘his Creatures, 


{ohe is the Mediator of Angels as welbas men : It 


is by him the Angels were made, and:in him the) 
Eleét:Angels are chofen, and by him they’are pre. 
ferved: for Angels cannot be thought to come to: 


fiich a State of Felicity; and fuch near:Union with! 


God, but upon the account. of ' a fecond: perfon;: 
Cols 1.20. in the fixteenth verfe, Chriftis faid'to 
besthe: Creator of Angels, and in this:20, ‘veri: 
there’s his Mediatorlhip for Angels: By him to re- 
concile: all things to bimfelf, whether they be things in: 
Earth or things in’ Heaven. This. isiaplace of vetys 
great Difficulty, and hath puzled many Interpre-! 
ters: {ome conceive it is to reconcile man/and An-> 
gels! together, fuppoling the. Angelswere ene- 
mies to fallen man, -but-by Jefus Chrifi brought! 
into a State of Amity: but it carinot beicfo under.’ 
ftood here 5 for the Parties reconciledj:are not faid! 
to-be. men and Angels, but God,) > and © thefes 
things: how then is this underftood? Some there-. 
foreconceive, that this Reconciliation .is to be un+) 
derftood by way of Proportion and Similitude 5 
not 
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not.as if the Angels needed Pardon, for, they. ne- 
ver finned; but they fland in need of a Mediator, 
that they may not fin ; for as Creatures, they are 
mutable, and as fubject, in their Nature to fin, as 


the Devils were’; and it is by, Jefus Chrift they. © 


are preferved, and kept in the Favour of God. Ie 
is faid, all things in Heaven : The Heavens. them- 
felves are, or fhall be brought into a capacity, of 
meetnes,, for the prefenice of God, Saints and An- 
gels, by Jefus Chrift, as Mediatour: The: Angels 
are called .Ele& Angels, 1 Tim..5. 21. And how? 
but as they: are chofen. in Chrift; for all EleGion 
is founded in the Lord Jefus Chrift, as a middle 


Perfon, as the Head of Election, Eph. 1.4. Accord- — 


ing as be hath chofen.us in him, all thofe Creatures 
that fhall. be made, or kept holy, are plac’d in the 
Lord Jefus Chrift' Likewife the Angels are call’d 
the Sons;of God, Fob.38.7. When the Morning 
Stars fang together, and allithe Sons of Gods fhouted 
for, Joy: Now all Adoption is in the Lord Jéfus 
Chrifi;; I£-they are reputed sas the Sons of God) 
this Relation muft; needs be: in:‘Chrit, whois the 
onely begotten, Son of God): theréfore all the An 
gels muft.needs have dependance; upon Chrilt, a9 
Mediator, Eph. 1.10. That. in the difpenfation oft 
the fulnefs of time, be might gather together in one, all 
things in Chrift,. both which are in Heaven, andiwhieh 
are on Earth, even in him. Some conceive it ismeant 
of thofe Saints that were in Heaven, before »Chrilt 
came to fuffer ; but that cagfpot-be, it being put! 
in) the Neuter Gender, 4//:things in Heavens) fo 
that the. Lord Jefus Chrift_isythe Mediator) of 
Angels, in ‘that he procures for them Preferva- 


; ; Pe ae 
tion with God: and were it np 
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ator, they would never be fecur’d from Falling. 
Secondly, More ftrictly. Chrift is called Media- 
tour in refpect to God, and fallen Man, coming 
betwixt them, as a middle Perfon, to make up the 
Breach, effect'a Peace, and reconcile them together, 
Heb.. 9.15. He is the Mediator of the New Tefta- 
ment, Heb. 12. 24. And to Fefus the Mediatour of 
the new Covenant, John 14.6. He is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life : \t is through his Name alone! 
Salvation is to be had, 4és 4.12. He is appointed © 


of God the Father to this end, Fob. 3.16. Rom. 


3.25. Whom God hath fet forth to be a Propitiation 


.. for our Sins: to be one that may reconcile God to 


Man, and render him propitious and favourable 
tohim, Adis 2.23. 1 Pet. 1.20. Heb. 5.4. Fob. 
6.24. For him bath God.the Father fealed: He was 
annointed and furnifhed with all Abilities for this 
end, Jfa.61.1, 2. And he is the onely Mediator, 
1 Tim. 2.5, 6 The onely Surety, Heb. 8.6. The 
onely Advocate, 1 Fob.2. 1, 2. Tis God the Son, 
the Second Perfon, is the only Mediator ; *twas he’ 
that made man, and therefore fitteft for him to’ 
ge-make him; It would be a great derogation from” 
Chrijts Honour (faith Auftin .) fhould another mend 
and reform that {poiled work which he made. He is 
fitte{t to reftore man to the lof? Image of God, who 
himfelf is the exprefS Image of the Father : *Tis’ 
beft meet for him to commend the Love of God to 
man, who himfelf is the Son of the Father’s Love: 
He is the onely begottén Son of the Father, and fo 
fit to Adopt others into a ftate of Sonfhip. As» 
Man alfo, Chrift hath Right to Redemption-work, 
Lev. 25. 23. As God, he hath Ability to redeem; - 
As Man he was capable to fuffer: As God, he “4 
| aa le 
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able to bear up the Humane: Nature under Suffer- 
ings 5 As Man, he could bear the Punifhment of 
Sin ; As God, he could remove our Sins, and puri- 
fie our Natures: As Man, he could compaffionate 
his People 3 As God, he could help them: As Man, _ 
he is capable to tender a Satisfaction ; ; As God, to 
render it infinite: As Man, he was able to become 
a Sponfor, a Surety, to ingke a promife iti the be- 
half of his Seed 5 And, as God, he could make good. 
his Promife : He can reveal the mind, and difclofe 
the deep things of God, and pour out the Spirit 
of Grace ; He hath all Power in Heaven and Earth, 
and is able to fave to the'uttermoft : He can exalt 
his Intereft, and fubjugate his Enemies under his 
Feet ; He fits at the Right hand of God, and is 
God with the Father, and Man with Man. 


C HA‘ P.sclV. 


Skewing, what is the Work, of Fefus Chrift, 
as he is Mediator. 


E come in the next place, to fhew wherein 

the Office and Work of this Mediator lies = 

And it will much conduce to the wie 
of Chrift, to difplay his Mediatorfhip. 

Now we muft confider himin a double Relation. F 
The Lord Jefus Chrift hath to deal with two dif- 
ferent Parties, where there-is a Breach. 

I. zs Work lies with refpect to God the Fa- 

ther. 
+s 2, His Work lies with refpect to fallen Man. 
Like F * Fisk, 
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Firft, His Work lies. with refpeé& to God the 
Father: And here his Office lies in feveral parti- 
culars. ; 

Firft, One great part of the Work of Chrift, as 
Mediator, is, to mediate in the behalf of fallen 
Man, with the Father, fo as to procure terms of 
Reconciliation : Thus a Mediator is to agitate with 
the offended Perfon, to bring to terms of Peace: 
This was the Work of Jefus Chrift, from before 
all time ; He did act. with God the Father, that 
there might be a way found out for agreement be- 
tween him and poor Sinners. This was drawn up 
in the Covenant between the Father and the Son, 
asin Ifa. 42. 6, 7- I the Lord have called thee in 
Righteoufnefs, and will hold thy hand, and will keep 
thee, and give thee for a Covenant of the People, for 2 
Light of the Gentiles: To open the blind eyes, to bring 
out the Prifoners from the Prifon. Here’s the refult’ 
of Chrifts Mediation in the behalf of fall’n Sinners 
He doth treat with the Father, that he would be 
pleafed to fhew pity to fall’n man 3 and the Fa- 
ther returns this Anfwer, That he will confent to 
the terms of Jefus Chrift, for the faving of Sinners; 
that he fhall be a Covenant for the People, and 
give out Salvation to. perifhing Sinners + So- He. 
49.5. tothe ro verf. The Perfons for whom the 
Lord Jefus Chrift mediates, are Jewsand Gentiles, 
and under thefe are comprifed all the Ele& of God : 
And the Father treats, and concludes with Chrift, 
, about. the faving of thele two Parties : In an ac- 
ceptable time (faith he ) have I heard thee, and I 
will give thee for a Covenant of the People. All the 
Elect of God, both among the Jews and Gentiles, 
fhall be called and faved by this Mediation of Jefus 
Chrift. . But 
Serer ere ae 
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But what are the terms upon which the Father 
confénts to the Mediation of Chrift; that there thall 
be Peace for all that come to him ? 

, Firft, One thing concluded upon Lelie the 
Father and the Son, is, That the Lord. Jefus Chrift 
fhall make up. the Breach of the firft Covenant: 
There’s a Righteous Covenant of God broken, by 
the Sin of 4dam,-and upon the breach of this Co- 
venant, Godis bound, in Juftice, to lay Death upon 
Adam, Condemnation upon all fall’n Mankind. 
Now, that this Bleffing may -be procured, which 
Chrift mediates for, the Sentence of Death is to be - 
revérfed ; and this cannot be till the Punifhment 
of the broken Covenant be borne. Now the Lord 
Jefus Chriit voluntarily undertakes to do. this, 
Heb, 10. 7. Then {aid I, Lo, I come. All. other ways 
were ineffectual to make fatisfaction to the Jultice 
of God for Adam’sSin. Now, when no way could 
make up this Breach, then Chrift comes, and con- 
fents to pay the price himfelf, to be a Sacrifice for 
Sinners 5 Lo, I come to do thy Will, “What is the 
Will of God ? Why, that, Mercy and Juftice be 
reconciled. Juftice was all for Punithment; Ju- 
{tice would not be fatisfied till the Penalty was ex- 
ecuted : Now Chrift muft come in. the Sinners 
room, and undergo the Penalty of this broken 
Covenant, Sayes God, In the day thou breakeftithis 
Covenant thou fhalt dyes therefore Chrift mutt come 
and dye.. This is.one of the terms; If the Lord 
Jefas Chrift will be a Subftitute in the room of, 
the Offender; and undergo the Punithment, then” 
he will take off the Condemnation, Rom. 8.3. For 
Sin condemned Sin in the F lefh, that is, in the Fleth 
a Chrift, Juftice mult be. fatisfied... The Law 
F 2 could. 
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could not do this: God fends ‘his Son, and he 
muft undergo the curfe, Gal. 3. 13. And this the 
Lord Jefus Chrift did confent unto, i 
Secondly, Another thing xequiréd is, That the 
Lord Jefus Chrift (hould obey the Precepts of this 
Covenant perfectly, in his own Perfon, in the be- 
half of all his Seed : That God might have no 
Quarrel with theChildren of the Covenant, Chritft 
mutt dye to make up the former Breach of this Co- 
venant: He muft obey, to fulfill the End of the 
Covenant 5 he was not only to undergo Suffer- 
ings, but he was to:complete all ative Righteouf- 
nefs : and this the Lord Jefus Chrift confented to. 
Hence he faith, I¢ beboveth us to fulfil all Righteouf- 
nefs, Mat: 3.15. God fent forth bis Son, made of a 
Woman, made under the Law, Gal.4. 4.- The Lord 
‘Jefus Chrift, as Mediator, becomes obliged to the 
receptive Law of God,and muft in his own Perfon 
fulfil all the parts of this Law, and muft work outa 
‘perfect Holinefs and Obedience, that the firft Cove- 
nant might be fulfilled, if Salvation be obtained. — 
Thirdly, Another thing which the Father and 
Jefus Chrift agree upon, about this Work of Re- 
conciliation, is, That the firft Covenant, to all its 
demands, being fulfilled, and there being nothing 
now to lay in againft the Believer from this Cove- 
nant ; that Salvation may be fure, he concludes to 
make a new Covenant; which, that it may be 
faultlefs, Jefus Chrift fthould now become 
the Surety of another, and better Covenant. 
‘The firft Covenant God found fault with, 
and. therefore he thinks upon a fecond, 
that may be. effectual to all the ends of) Sal- 
vation-grace, Heb. 8..7, 8. For if that firft Cove- 
Bie Ft = 4 vans 
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nant had been fanltlefs, then fhould no place have been 
fought for the fecond = for, finding fault with them, be 
faith, Behold, the dayes come, when I will make a new 
Covenant with the Houfe of Ifrael and Fudab. Asif 
the Lord fhould fay'to his Son, The firft Covenant 
will never anfwer thy Propofals, to fave fallen Man; 
and that thy Seed may be bleffed, therefore there 
fiiall be a new Covenant drawn, that fhall be ef 
fectual to the ends of Salvations and thou fhalé 
be the Head and Mediator of this: Covenant 5 ‘this 
was the agreement between the Father and the Son: 
Now Jefus Chrift becomes the Angel of this Co- 
nant; God agrees with Jefus Chrift for fallen man: 
Jefus Chrift covenants with the Father, in the be- 
half: of all his Seed, that he will bring them to 
Life: He promifes to work in them and for them 
all. that is «required to Salvation, and that they 
fhall be faved to the uttermoft, Heb. 7. 22, 25. 
By fo much was Fefus made a Surety of a better 
‘Tefiament : wherefore be ix able to fave to the ut- 
termoft. Thus he becomes an Engager to the 
Father in the behalf of all Believers. O Friends! 
this is a glorious Myftery ; I fear too few are ins 
fighted in the glorious Work of the Mediator(hip 
of Chrift. The Lord Jefus Chrift becomes a Sure- 
ty, ‘not only to pay the Debt, but to perform the 
Condition. A Surety, or a Sponfor, is one that 
promifes and undertakes in the behalf of another, 
to fulfill what he was bound to do, Thusthe Lord 
Jefus Chrift hath, performed this firft Office of a 
Mediator, by drawing up an Agreement between 
God and fallen Man, by bringing the Father to 
terms of Reconciliation. oo 
— Secondly, The terms being thus concluded up- 
(s we on 
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on, the fecond «part of this. mediatory work of 
Chrift is, that he actually fet about this Obedience 
and Sufferinig; and make good the: Agreement be- 
tween thé Father and himfelf; and this he did in 
the fullnefs ofitime she comesiand a¢tually accom- 
plithes,all his Promifes to the Father,'tn ‘point of 
Merit. and. Satisfaction. There ate, two great 
things Jefus Chriftis to do, in order to the fulfil- 
ling of this'Promife to the Father, in behalf of his 
Seed : Firft, meritorioufly proctiring; the ithings 
for them; and Secondly, efficacioufly applying 
what he procures, Heb. 9.15. Andifor this caufe 
be is:the Mediator of the new Teftament, that by means 
of Death, forthe Redemption of the Tran{greffions that 
were under the firft:Covenant, they which are called 
might receive the Pate of eternal Inheritance. There 
could -be no Redemption of them that were bound 
and caft by the Statute :ofithesfirft Covenant, but by 
ChriftsSufferings therefore Chriftedid actually lay 
down his Lifea Ranfom forall his Seed. 1 Pet.3. 18. 
For Chrift alfo bath once fuffered for:Sins:the juft for the 
unjuft, that he.might bring us unto-God. 2 Cor. 5,21. 
He bath made binsto be Sin for us» By way of Sti- 
pulation and Agreement, he was madea Sin-offer- 
ing, heedid actually undergo. all thofe Sufferings 
while he was on: Earth, which wasia ‘full fuffici- 
ent, equal; julty valuable, and proportionable Sa- 
risfactiorio divihe Juftice, allothat it could de- 
inand, ‘info judica, Juttice hath nothing more 
toicharges the Extremity and)/Rigour of theLaw 
was fuliitied 5 and whatcver the Believer fhould 
have faifered tin his own perfou, was all bortt by 
Chrift. 1 Tim. 2. 6. Who gave himfelf a Ranfom. 
ayridvrsor, as Gomarns obfexves, fignities amequal 
nes ¥ price 
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price of Redemption, an Eye for an Eye, a Tooth 
for a Tooth, caput capite redimo, faith Arift. So full 
is this Satisfaction made by Chrift, that God de- 
clares himfelf well pleafed. Math. 3.17. So. great 
was the delight and Pleafure that God took in his 
Sons Satisfaction, as that by an audible Voice from 
Heaven, in the Prefence of men and Angels, he dif- 
charges him, and gives him an Acquittance. 

Again, This Satisfaction muft needs be full, be- 
caufe upon the very Promife of this Ranfom, when 
the Conclufion was made’between the Father and 
the Son, did the Lord let his. Prifoner free, and 
give the purchafed Poffeffion to the Seed of Chrift, 
before ever Chrift did fully pay the Debt: as much 
as to fay, affoon as ever the Lord Jefus Chrift gave 
Bond for the payment of this Debt, the Father 
gives out the Fruit of it, and fo all the Saints that 
were faved before Chrift came, were faved by Vir- 
tue of this Promife of Chrift to the Father, fully 
to pay the Debt ; and the Spirits of juft men,were 
made perfect with God betore Chrift came: into 
ithe World, upon the account of this compleat Sa- 

- tisfaction afterwards to be made. 

Again, A Proclamation is fent out from Heaven, 
upon the Death and Refurrection of Chrift, that 
now Peace is made for fallen man, upon the terms 
of Sinners coming to and receiving of the Lord 
Jefus Chrift: now God would never have fent 
forth this Proclamation from Heaven, had not the 
Satisfaction Chrift made, been compleat and full. 
Matt. 11. 28. Come unto me, whoever you be, 
let your Burdens be never fo great, your Weary- — 
nefs never fo much, your Dangers never fo many, 
come unto me, and I will give you rcft; thus he 
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proclaims in the great Feaft. Fob. 7..27. If any 
man thirft, let him come.unto me and drink, be he 
what he will, here’s enough to fatiate his Soul, 
ifhe comes; heré’s Redemption procurd: And 
upon this, by the joynt Agreement.of the-Father 
and Son, a Commiffion is given to a certain num- 
bet. of men, to preach the Gofpel and tender Re- 
‘conciliation to loft Sinners, Luke. 24. 47. And 
that Repentance and Remiffion of Sins fhould be preach- 
ed in bis Name among all Nations, Mark. 16.15. 
And he faid unto them, go ye into all the World and 
~ preach the Golpel to every Creature. O Friends! 
Thefe are glorious things, if they be but believed. 
Tenders of Life muft be made to all the perifhing, 
World, that all may know, that this was a full 
and fufficient Ranfom which Chrift gave, and that 
the Father was compleatly fatished: withit. 

Again, Upon the Fathers a¢tual Acceptance of 
Chritts Redemption and Mediation, he doth give 
out begun Salvation to Believers, they are admit- 
‘ted to. the actual Enjoyment of this purchafe; fo: 
all Believers upon their Reception of Chrift, have® 
the Spirit of Chrift given them, which to them is — 
begun Salvation, a Seal of Glory, the firft fruits 
of Heaven, 2 Cor..1..22. Who hath alfo fealed us, 
and given the ecarieft ofthe Spirit in our Hearts. Now: 
feeing, the Father, upon the receiving of this Pay- 
ment made by Chrift, delivers out Grace, and 
therein the Beginnings of Glory, to allthat faving- 
ly clofeswwith Chritt, therefore this price paid by 
Jefus Chyiit, mutt needs becompleat and full... 

Thai’s the fecond:thing that this Mediator doth, 
-Hedoth actually pay down the price the Father: 
démands, and this becomes a full Satisfaction to. 
arate : : divine _ 
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divine Juftice, for every Soul that doth favingly 
clofe with Jefus Chrift. 

Thirdly, Another thing the Lord Jefus Chrift 
doth as Mediator, is this. By his fhed blood, he 
feals to, and engages with the Father in the Behalf 
of Believers} that they (hall abide’ with God in his 
Covenant, and fhall no more wickedly depart 
from him: we have fhewn before, that this was 
one of thofe Terms agréed upon, between the Fa- 
ther and the Son’; that Jefus Chrift fhould be the 
Surety of another and better Covenant: and here 
the Lord Jefus Chrift fiands actually bound for the 
Prefervation of all the Saints to Glory. O if Souls 
had this Truth let into their Hearts, it would 
wonderfully prevent many ftumbling Blocks by rea- 
fon of their Unbelicf: he ftands bound to the Fa- 
ther, as a Sponfor or Surety; in the Behalf of Be- 
lievers, that he will work all in them, and for 
them, that tends to the Salvation of their Souls: 
for in this new Covenant, God doth not deal with 
man, but by a Surety; mans fingle Bond will ne- 
ver pafs more in the Court of Heaven 5 no, it was 
broken in Adam’s Fall, and God made no more 
Covenant with man upon thefe Terms : there muft 
be'a Surety; hence he is {aid to be the Surety of a 
better Teitament, Heb. 7. 22. So that that which 
is to be wrought in and by Believers, the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift undertakes to do, Rom. 8.4. That the 
Righteoufnefs of the Law might be fulfill’d in us: 
That is, that Righteoufnefs which the Law re- 
quires, even a. perfet Conformity to the will of 
God, might be fully found in Chrift our Head, 
for us and in us, by way of Imputation and Ap- 
plication through Faith; by vertue of the Union 
es be- 
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between Chrift and. his Members,’ all the Righte- 
oufnefs and Obedience, which was wrought in 
Chrifs own perfon, as their Head, Redeemer, 
and Mediator of this new Covenant, is imputed 
to themas their Obedience and Righteoufnefs, and 
accepted of God the Father, as if it were done by 
them ; and {0 it is fulfilled in Believers: fo that 
the Lord Jefus Chrift ftands engaged to the Fa- 
ther, for the Obedience of all his Seed, that it 
fhall be wrought. in ‘them, and for them, in Truth; 
and Sincerity. And he begins to place this in- 
ward Conformity to God, in the Soul; when he 
doth new create it in the Image of God 4 there 
is fomething in every part and Faculty of the be- 
lieving, Soul, that correfponds and anfwers to the 
Holinefs.of God, though but in’ Part and, Degrees, 
in ‘their Underftandings, fomething of the true 
Light of God: in their. Wills fomething of. real 
Conformity to the Will of God :,a-gracious Soul 
would be holy as God is holy. O fays the poor 
Believer, I cannot evidence that Holinefs 1 fhould, 
but God knows, I would be holy, 1. would caft 
offevery Sin, I would perform every:Duty ina 
right manner: fo in the Affections, :there is the 
Sced of divine Love to God, his Will, and Holi- 
nefS 5. there is fincere Love, thongh»but in part, 
and imperfect : but {eeing this HolinefS begun: in 
the Saints in Truth, is but in part, and full of 
Spotss Chrilt comes, in the mext ‘place, and pre- 
{ents his fpotlefs Obedience in Behalf -of Believers, 
and by Vertue of this myftical Union. between Be- 
lievers and C hrift, this Holinefs of Chrift: is the 
Holinefs of Believers, and God accepts. of itas their 
Holinefs: OifSouls did but {ec more inta hy 
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they would not take up all their ftanding upon 
their own Legs, and fee their Happinefs or Mifery 
lye in their compleat and incompleat Obedience, 
but they would fee all Holinefs lye in Chrift: 
hence you 'fee the meaning of that Scripture, Rom. 
5. 19. By the Obedience of one, many are made righte- 
sus. God looks upon fincere Souls as prefented in 
Chrift, that fo far as Chrift is holy, they are holy 
in him; for all the Obedience and Holinefs of 
Chrift as Mediator, is the Obedience and Holinefs 
of his People; for what he did was not for him- 
{elf, but for his people. And thus much ofthe 
firft, how this Mediator deals with God the Father 
for fallen man. : 
Secondly, The Lord Jefus Chrift as Mediator, 
' deals with men the other party too. Now this he 
doth. 
Firft, As an Interceder to Sinners in the Behalf 
of God the Father, he comes and treats with men, 
by virtue of his Mediatorfhip, to draw and per- 
{wade them to Terms of Reconciliation, 2 Cor. 
5. 18. All things are of God, who hath reconciled us 
to himfelf by Fefus Chrift, and hath given us the Mini- 
try of Reconciliation. TheLord Jefus Chrift comes 
as the Meffenger of the Lord, and delivers over 
Counfel, and tenders God the Father to Sinners = 
this he doth in his perfon: verf.19.God in Chrift 
reconciling the World to bimfelf, By his Miniftcy, 
in opening the Gofpel to Sinners, difcovering thofe 
great Tranfa@tions between the Father and him- 
felf, and the great willingnefs of God to be re- 
conciled, and inviting loft Souls to himfelf. verf- 
20. We pray you in Chrift’s ftead be you reconciled to 
God. You fee the Errand of the Gofpel to you, 
be th. : (Souls) 
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(Souls) and the Bufinefs of Chrift in every Ser- 
mon, it is to bring you to a willingnefS to accept 
of the Terms of Reconciliation, to come over to 
God by: Jefus Chrift, that you may be faved. 
Secondly, By giving out the holy» Ghott, by 
which Sinners are effectually called, and adopted 
into.the Sonfhip of God 5 this is neceffary in order 
to the Application of what the Lord Jefus Chrift 


hath done in his own perfon, whilfton Earth: he 


promifed when he left the Worldy to fend the Spi- 
rit.in his Room, feeing it is of neceffity, he mutt 
go away and «take poffeffion of the Kingdom of 
Glory. for his people, and mutt’ go within the 
Veil, as the great High-priefts therefore that this 
Work might go on in his Abfence, | the comforter 
muficome. Fo..16. 7 If L depart I will fend him 
_ unto yor. And what {hall he do? He will reprove 
the World of Sin, of Righteoufnefs} and Fudgment, 
verf. 8. He will guide: you. into all. Truth, werk. 135 
So.that,the Lord Jefus' Chrift fends the Spirit in 
the Gofpel, to make all the Adminiftrations of it 
effeGual, to {uch asfhall be faved. All that Mini+ 
fters cando, cannot remove the thick Veil, thatis,. 
upon the Minds of Sinnérs, we cannot give eyes to 
» fee, nor Ears to hear, it is-the work of the Spirit, 
itamult be an Almighty: power, mutt open this two 
leated, gaté,, and let inv Jefus Chrift into the Heart 5 
it-muft) be by the Almighty Power, and. Energy: 
of the Spirit, that the work becomes fuccefsful to 
any Soul,we find itfo, How many precious Sermons 
are caftaway upon flinty Hearts, they will bot bow 
nor turn till the Spirit’comes 5 therefore the Lord Je- 
fus\Chrift. in the.exercife of his Mediatorfhip pours 
out the Spirit, Gal. 4. 6. That me might receive the 
Promifepf the Spirit through Faith. Gal. 3. 14.Or the 
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promifed Spirit through the Word of Faith 5 for 
Faith cannot be. had till the Spirit be had : Faith 
comes by hearing 3 How received ye the Spirit, by 
the Werks of the Law, or by the hearing. of Faith ¢ 
Gal. 3. 2. There’s no fuch Commitfion given at 
‘all to the Law, to give out ’the Spirits it. is ‘by 
the hearing of Faith,by the opening this Box of pre- 
cious Ointment,this bleffed favour comes to Sinners: 
till thatbe done.no Convertion-work can be done 5 
till the Spirit enters the Soul, Jefus Chrift cannot en- 
ter the Soul: the Spirit of Chrift is the harbinger, 
and goes before,and makes way for this bleffed Me- 
diator,to come into the Sinners heart: the Spirit‘is 
tendred to all; but the Lord gives it to whom he 
pleafes; for itis asthe Wind that blows, 70.3.8, So 
# the way of the Spirit: thus the Lord Jefus Chrift 
gives the Spirit to all that come to him, and by 
this he carries on his Mediatory work. 

Thirdly, Another thing Jefus Chriftdoth with 
refpect tomen, in the exercife of his Mediatorthip 5 
He applies his Redemption-work to all thofe 
that do believe in him, he makes over himfelf, 
and all that is his, by a free Donation, to’all that 
receive him, Rev..3. 20. If any man’ open the 
door, I will come into bim, and will fap with 
him: The great work is‘to get open this bolted 
door of the Heart to Jelus Chrift, and when the 
door ftands open, and the Sinner confents: to take 

Chriftjand efteeming ita good Bargain-to havehim, 
upon the'mott coftly Terms; then he makes over 
himfelf to the Soul, I will fup with him, U will 
impart my Spiritual refrefhings to him, I will give 
my fel€to him, he fhall feed upon my Flefh and 
Blood; wehave au Overture made, Rev. 21. 
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I will give to him that is a thirft of the Fountain of the 
W ater of Life freely,So Rev.22.17. When once God 
hath brought the Sinner to a thirft for Chrift, to,a 
fenfe of his Mifery without Chrift, that he cannot 
live without him;when the Sinner is perfuaded to be- 
lieve in him, and give up himfelfto him; then the 
Lord Jefus gives out him(elf, his Spirit, thefe Wa- 
ters of Life, the Waters of Regeneration ; then he 
puts the Believing Soul into the poffeffion of Life 
and Righteoufnefs, of Grace, and an earneft of 
Glory. He gives to {uch, a Right and Title to all 
that is his, Job. 1.12. He gives out to them the 
fruit of his Sweat and Bleeding, the fruit of his 
Groans and Dying, as they are capable to receive. 
He died that they might have Lite, and have it 
more abundantly : He was made Sin for them, that 
they might be made the Righteoufnefs of God in 
him, 2 Cor. 5. 21. And now he is performing this, 
and firips the poor Soul of his filthy Garments, and 
takes away the filth of Original and Actual Sin, 
and comes and cloaths the Sonl with Righteouf- 
nefs, and puts his fair Ornaments upon jit, and 
makes it as a fair Jewel in the fight of God; and 
when the Soul hath befpotted his own Garments, 
Chrift comes and cloaths him with pure Rayment: 
So that here’s alwayes Work for Chrift to do for 
his People, whilft on Earth, ‘to apply the fruits of 
his Purchafe. 

Fourthly, The Lord Jefus Chrift, in purfuing 
his Mediatorly Work, doth take upon, him the 
Work of an Intexceffon in Heaven,» and. Advocates 
in the behalf of all his People ; He hath done all 
that was needful for him to do on Earth, and now 
he is entréed into the Heavens, and fate down + 
the « 
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the Right hand of God,-and ever lives to make 
Intercetlion for the Saints, Heb. 7.25, 27. That is 
his Work now in Heaven, to. perform that part of 
his Prieftly Office, as is needful tor him todo, as 
a Mediator there. 


CHAP. V. 


Wherein is opened the glorious Advocatefhip 


of Chrift, with the unfpeakable Comforts 
and Advantages thereof. 


Here are two parts of Chrifts Priefthood ; 

(1.) His SatisfaGtion. (2.) His Intexcefhi- 

on. The firft I have {poken to already, and 
proved, That the. Lord Jefus, by his Active and 
Pailive Obedience, hath fatisfied the Law of God, 
and made a full Atonement for the Sins of all Be- 
lievers; that he underwent all that they were 
bdund to undergo, and that in their Name, Room, 
and Stead, for their Sakes, Heb. 7.22. Gal. 4.4, 5. 
Rom. §. 19. This he did by his A@ive Obedience, 
and.alfo by his Paffive, I/z. 53. 4. to verf. 7. Gal.3. 
13,14, Job. 1. 28, 29. And by this one Offering 
ot his, hath he perfected them that are fanctified 
for ever, Heb. 10, 14. by way of Merit ; that God 
hath no more now to charge on Believers, by. way 
of Punifhment for their Sins, feeing Chrift hath 
borne it in his own Body for them on the Tree. 
By this he hath obtained Salvation for them : that’s 
the firft part of his Pricftly. Work. ° : 
+ ut, 


80 The Beft Tikelanes Or, 


But, Secondly, Having difpatch’d his Expiation, 
tis needful that he carry on his Application of this 
Obedience and Suffering to them; and this is done 
by his interceding in Heaven for them. Now, be- 
caufe fo much of the Riches of Chrift lies in this 
part of his Mediatorly Work, and it is of fuch in- 
finite Concernment, as to the Faith, Gomfort, and 
Advantage of Believers, therefore, I hall {peak the 
more fully to this Subje@, and {hall prove, 

1. That the Lord Fefus Chrift, God-Man, doth now 
fit down at the Right. Hand of God, Interceding 
there in Heaven. 

_ 24 How the Lord Chrift carries on this Work of 
- Interceffion in Heaven. : 

3. For whom he doth intercede in Heaven. 

4« What be doth intercede for. - 

5. Why the Lord Ftfs Chrift, as a Mediator, car- 
ries on this Work, of Interceffion. 

6. What are the un{peakable Comforts and Advan= 
vantages that flow from this Interceffion of 
Chrift. 

Fir, Fefus Chrift doth now fit down at the Right - 
Hand of God, and is entred upon the Work of Inter- 
cej/ione 

There are two Arguments to prove'this. © - 

Firft, The nature of the Office the Lord Jefus 
Chrift hath undertaken now in Heaven ; He hath 
taken on him the Office of an Advocate, on the be- 
half of his People. 1 Joh.2.1.If any man fin,we bave an 
Advocate with the Father, Fefus Chrit the Righteous; 
aagaxaytov : This word is ordinatily rendred a 
Comforter, when applied to the Holy Ghoft; but 
when fpoken of Chrift (as Gomarus, and other 
Learned men affirm ) it is taken for an Advocate, 
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or one’ that undertakes the Caufe of another 3 an’ 
Attnrney, or Officer at Law; that appears in Court 
for, ane, that is. there concerned aud accufed,. to 
look after, and plead his Caufe : He is one that i ds, 
by law, deputed and fet apart to-that Office, and 
fois bound to do his utmoft for his Client, as for 
him(elf.: Thus is Jefus Chrift, fet apart, and des 
‘puted,by the Father,to this Office of Advocate.and 
Interceffor, Fob. 6.27. For him: hath-God iheF a= 
ther fealed.. That is, appoiuted, fet apart.'.and..con- 
firmed to be Mediator and High-Prictt, Pfal.110.4. 
That he; might, {atisfie fox the Sins of his People, 
and fue out the Benefits of it for them. 

Secondly, Chritts Fidelity, i im the. Performance 
of this Work;, proves he is now in Heaven, inter= 
ceding. He cannot be content to have a Name and 
no more 3 he is.faithful in, things pertaining, to 
Men. The Lord: Jefus Chrift did aGtually carry on 
this Work of interceding for his People, before he 
took: their, Nature upon him, and ‘came; into the - 
World, Ia. 53.12. He bore the Sins of many, and 
made Intercafion for the Tranfgreffors. Upon his De- 
putation, to, this Office, and by.vertue of the Sa- 
crifice to be offer'd, he did, ever fince the Fall, me- 
diate for his People, and put.on.Bowels for them. 
He:carried them all the dayes -of Old, Ifa. $3.9. 
whilft he was in Heaven, ever fince Adam’s Fall, 
.afloon as he. had any Seed. on. Earths Again, 
Chrift was faithful in this Work of Mediation and 
Jnterceffion, whilft on Earth, Heb. 5. 7. Whoin 
_the dayes of bis F leh, when be: bad offered. up Prayers 
_and Supplications, with (trong cries and tears. Thofe 
cries and tears. he put up were for his People,- not 
Apr himfelf, he needed it not : He was willing a 
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be fubject to his Fathers Will, to drink of the’ Cup 
the Father gave him to drink 5° But he prayed for 
the: converfion of thofe the Father-had giver-him, 
~ ahd prayes forthe Salvation of hig People)’ Fob.17. 
493 20) Luke 22.32. And this he‘ doth now he 
ig in Heaven 5 ‘he carries or this Work there in‘ his 
Humarie Nature: He’ Gs entred. into Heaven’ i felf, 
Hieret0 appear in the prefence of God for 1, Heb.9.2'4. 
It isca ‘Metaphor taken from an Atturney, ‘that 4 
pears iti the’ behalf of his' Clients /"So Jefts Chrift 
is-at the Right hand of God tnaking intercelfion 
byiway of Office: Wher Satan! or the! Law doth 
accufe Believers, there’s Chriftat the Bar, ready to 
tnakeanfiwer for them, td plead'tht Caufe of bis 
Clieits, and prociire'thcit Jultification + the Apo- 
fle wakes ufe OF Chitifts Intérceffion to ‘this’ pitr- 
pote Who fball lay’ any thing’ to'the charge of God's 
Bleét'?' Ie is God that juftifieth 2 Whois be that ‘con- 
demnerb? ix ie -Chrift that ‘died’ yea rather, that’ is 
vifed again, who even at the right band of God, who 
alfo makéth Tniverceffion for us, Frorn.:8.33, 344° So 
Heb.’6. 19, 20. Which Hope we have, as an Anchor 
of the Soul,both fire and |tedfaft,and webich ertrerh into 
that within the ‘veils whither-the Foreciunneh is far gs 
éhitred, even’ Felis, ‘made. ah High-Pric for ever.’ By 
ah-éntranice Within the veil, was typitied our Hea- 
ven, “Glory. As the High: Prieft ehtred within the 
veil, fo Chrift, 4s an High-Prieft, ‘is ‘now in Hea- 
véeh'to ¢arry ‘on Redemption-work:: Hé is there 
‘to'oppofé all -Defigns againft his People, and fé- 
cute them apaintt all the ‘Impleadings of ‘their 
‘Eitemies; He éver lives to make Interceffion, Heb. 
"7.25. The word fignifies, to atrain the Mark, 
‘as'an Archer doth; or he that throws’ Darts * 
eli . ~ the: 
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the Mark,’ fo the Lord Jefus' Chrift intercedes fos 
to prevail. 

Secondly, How doth Chrift sndrcéle? in Heausn' ? 

“Anf. 1. Negatively,! ‘Jefus Chrift doth not inter- 
cede in Heaven, Figuratively, As if his Interceffion 
were no more but the 'vertue of his Meritjas Abel’s 
Bldod is {aid to fpeak, Heb. 12.:244But formally 
as one that takes upon him the Gault of his fine 
ning, fetes ‘people. 

Secondly, he doth not in rélcede chaticativtty 
by way of Courtefie and Kindnefs, which he might 
do of leave undone,'as he pleafeth's but officially 
by way of ‘Office'and-Truft committed to him, for 
fo he is our Advocate, 1 Fob. 2. 1. 

Thirdly, Neither doth he intercede Prcasitte? ia 
fach an humble manner and Mode ‘of Supplication 
of bowing the Knée, and fubmiffive Intreaties with 
Cries and Tears, as'the Saints'do, ‘and as once ‘he 
did whilft on Earth}! for thistis inconfiftent’ with 
that State of Majelty:and Glorys-he is incat the 
‘right hand of God; ‘Heb. 1.3. But'Authoritatively, 
by way. of Right ‘and Power, as one: that ha 
depofited a fufhcient Price; and now demaitids his 
Captives, as one that hath made a Purchafe, and 
now requires the thing purchafed, as‘ bie that hath 
‘deferved ‘what he'moves for,’ and: patti Potwer's as 
God, to beftow: . 

‘Secondly, Affirmatively, ind {0. - bli 

Firft, Chrilt’s’Intercelfion’ in Hewehii is) ‘by his 
appearing there for us, as our Mediator and Surety, 
prefenting his perfon, God-maii,’ as‘ our Agent 
‘and High-prieft, Heb. 9. 24. As the High-prieft of 
‘old did appear in the holyeft- of all, with the 
AYarkice of thé twelve Tribes on his Breaft'drid 

G 2 Shoul- 
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Shoulders, fora Memorial before the Lord, Exod. 
28. 9. to 22. to which, fays one, the Church al- 

Andes, Cant. 8.6. Set meas a Seal on thy Heart,as a 
a Seal upon thy Arm, as a Manifeftation of his Love 
fo Chrift’s interceding, is his appearing in the be- 
half of his People, as their Advocate; and Chrift’s 
fitting. in Heaven, . in this Relation to his people 
may be called his interceding. 

Secondly, By prefenting his Obedience and Suf-, 
ferings before the Father on their behalf,) that they 
might have the Benefit of it, and that God would 
in Juftice, communicate the Fruits of it to all his 
Seed, : Fob. 2.1, 2. A type of this wewmight fee 
in the High-prieft’s bringing the bleod of theSactri- 
fice within the Veil, and {ptrinkling it on the Mer~ 
cy Seat, Lev. 16. 11. to. 17. Firft he killed the 
Sin-offering,; and then brought in the Blood be- 
fore the Lord within the Veil; without which his 
A& was not compleat.. Thus. Chrift firft theds 
his Blood on Earth, for his People, then enters . 
into’ Heaven, there to prefent his Blood for us, 
Heh. 8. 4. ; 

Thirdly, By declaring his Willingnefs, that his 
People fhould have all that Mercy and Salvation 
which they need, and that he purchafes for them, 
Fob. 17. 24. Father, I will that thofe whom thou 
bat given me, be where I am, Father, 1 will that my 
Children have their due:. ’tis true, they have fin- 


~ med but I have fuffered, they have fallen fhort but 


[have fulfilled all Righteoufnefs: thou knoweft I 

obeyed. for. them, and dyed for them, that all 

which thou haft promifed might be made good to 

them : and Father, 1 will that Juftice be done for 

them in Heaven.; and I will, that: this and fe 
ot 
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other Mercy be given out to them here, according 
as their Neceflities and Capacities require: whilft 
Chrift was on Earth, he came to do his Fathers 
Will, aud now he is in Heaven, he muft in all 
things have his own, Fob. 11. 42. | 

Thus much may be underftood by the manner 
of Chrift’s Interceffion in Heaven. 

Thirdly, For whom doth Feliu Chrift intercede in 
Heaven ? yk 

Anfw. For all that come to God by him, Heb. 
9.27. For all that do believe in him. Fob. 17. 
20. Some defponding Sinners may be ready to 
fay, alas! this is not for me, I am unworthy of 
fo choice a Mercy: will Chrift plead for fuch a 
grace-abuling . wretch as 1? Why ¢Sinner, if thou 
art one that comeft over to Jefus Chrift, and be- 
lieveft on the Son, thou mayeft lay claim to this 
Advocate in Heaven, and confidently expect the 
Benefit of his Interceffion. 

Again, The Lord Chrift intercedes for all his 
People on Earth, Fob.17. 11. dnd now Iam 
no more in the World, but thefe are inthe World; 
boly Father keep, through thy oven Name, thofe whom’ 
thow baft given me. The Saints on Earth are the 
Subjects for whom he intercedes: particularly, for 
his finning, people: he made Interceffion for the 
Tranfgreffors. Iz. 53.12. Some trembling Soul 
may fay, Chrilt’s Interceffion is for them that are 
holy, but Lam vile; but know, O Soul, Chrift in- 
terceeds in Heaven for his people that fin againtt 
him, 1 Joh, 2. 2. Again, Chrift intercedes in Hea» 
'ven for his weak and impotent people, that are 
‘compatt about with Clouds of Infirmities, he hath 
a fpecial Refpect to “aga as a tender Father hath 

Oe - 3 te 
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to a weak Child ;Chrift’s grace was fufficient for 
Paul,when his own fail’d under the horrible Buffet- 
ings of Satan, 2,Cor.12.9. Suchas,are weak in them= 
felves; that know not how to pray, or wait upon 
Godin any holy Duty,as they fhoulds thefe are the 
-Perfons Chrift pleads for to help them, fuch asjare 
ready to be overcome by Temptations 5 Simon, Si- 
mon, Satan bath defired to have you, that he may, fift 
you as Wheat, but I have prayed for thee, that thy 
Faith fail not, Luke, 22..3 1.32%, Poor tempted 
Souls, hurryed up and down, fometimes affaulted 
with, blafphemous. Thoughts, then poyfoned. by 
ugly Temptations,; put upon this Sin, and. then 
the other Sin, every day the Devil following them 
with new Temptations, laying in, new Batteries 
againft them : Now \the Lord Jefus Chrift fits at 

the right hand. of God, interceding, for thefe. 
_ Again, Chrift intercedes in Heaven for his fuf- 
fering People, fuch as are in..danger of being 
overcome by their. Enemies, and. have no Might, 
and: none to intercede for them, Ifaiah 59.16. 
Sore Judgments..there were upon the People of 
‘God, and. that juftly; for their Tranfgreifions, 
no, Righteoufnels of their own to pléad for them, 
nothing;at all that could juftly intervene between 
Wsath and them; Now in this cafe Chrift- fteps 
in, and he. intercedes,, and brings Salvation. 
Thefe are the perfans Chrift intercedes for in Hea- 

ven. : hv 
» Fourthly, Whut doth the Lond, Felis intercede for 
in. the bebalf of bis People ? eo init 
Pirlt, One thing. he pleads for is, for their Pre- 
feryation in the, World, aad from the Evil of the 
World, Fob, 172 15..1 pray nabtbatthow gy 
ae Fqke 
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take them out of the World, but that thou (hould ft keep 
them from the Evil. This implies, Chrift’s mind is,his 
People fhould continue in theWorld till their Work 
be done;that neither Sin nor Danger may cut them 
off till their full time be come; but that they anay, 
be kept from Evil; from the Evil of Temptation, 
and the Evil of Perfecution. ath i 

Secondly, He intercedes for the Sanctification of 
his People 5 and this. is a_ glorious Priviledge.in- 
deed, Fo. 17. 17. Sanctifie them through thy.truth ; 
thy Word is truih: By the word of thy Truth, make 
them partakers of thy HolinefS : For their fakes I 
Sondifie my felf; ver. 19. 1 fet apart my felf, now-on 
Earth, as an High-Prieft.and Mediator: And why 
{0?, That they may be fanttified through. the Truth. 
It may be a poor tempted Soul hath beg’d for 
Grace, but finds no anfwer ; as Paul prayed twice, 
thrice, many times without return; but Jefus 
Chriftintercedes, who will prevail ; and becaufe 
he prayes, they {hall obtain, according to the mea- 
{ure of Chrift, and in his time. 

Thirdly, The Lord Jefus Chrifi pleads in Hea- 
ven, for Believers Union with himfelf, and with 
one another, fo.17.11, 21, 22,23. Holy Father, 
keep, through thy own Name, thofe whom thou haft 
given me, that they may be one, a we are: That they 
all may be one, as thou, Father, artin me, and I in 
thee,.that they alfo may be one in.us sI in them, and 
thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one. This 
he died for, to gather his People into one, and this 
he will procure in due time. Their Union with 
himfelf fhall be infeparable; their Communion 

_may-be interrupted, but their Union can never be 
broken. And it is a matter cf Comfort to Belicv- 
; . G4 ers, 
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Cts, that grieve for the fad Breaches amongft Saints, 
ow that Chrift intercedes in Heaven, for their u- 
Dion, who cannot be denied. 

Fourthly, The Lord Jefus Chrift intercedes for 
his Peoples Succour, and fupport, under, and deli- 
verance from Temptation, Luke 22. 32.1 have pray- 
ed for. thee, that thy Faith failnote Ah Soul! Art 
thou followed with new Temptations every day 2 
Doth the Devil vex thee, cafting in wicked, vile 
thoughts, that do make thee tremble, pulling and 
haling thee ? Fear not, fayes Chrift, the Devil fhall 
not prevail. O, fayes a Soul, What fhall I do for 
Faith? { cannot take ‘hold of this, and the other 
Promife. Why, Chrift in Heaven pleads for Believ- 
ers, that their Faith fhall not fail, thall not fink 
away, nor faint in the day of Temptation, He 
will not fuffer you to be tempted above meafure, 1 Cor. 
10. 13. He will make a way to efcapee As fure as 
Chrift himfelf hath efcaped from Satan, and Dan- 
gers unto Glory, fo fure fhall Believers pats thi- 
ther alfo. OQ Soul! thou canft not tell how to 
pray 3 this and the other wicked thought hurries - 
thee ; Faith and Hope, all {eem to be gone: but, 
O; Geligt a bleffed thing is this, that there is a Me- 
diator in Heaven to pray for thee ! 

Fifthly, Jefus Chrilt intercedes in Heaven for the 
- Pardon. of all the Sins of his People, and for the 
Enjayme nt of his Fathers favour, If any man fin, wep 
‘pave, an Advocate with. the Father, I Joh. 2. 1. 
“That’s part. of Chrilt's Work in Heaven, to Advo- 
‘cate in regard of their Sins: So fob. 17.26. That 
he Bove mith which thou loveft. me may be in them. 
have sage thy Favour for them, and Peace 
with thee, by my own Blood 3 thercfoxe, Father, 
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O take not away thy loving kindnefs from them: 
O, do not be angry with them for ever. ©, what 
a wonderful Priviledge is this! Chrift is not con- 
tented that his Father love them with an ordina- 
ry and a common Love; but his Will is, that the 
fame Love with which the Father loved Chrift, as 
Mediator, be beftowed upon them. 

Sixthly, The Lord Jefus Chrift Advocates in 
Heaven for the fupply of all the wants of his Peo- 
ple, Phil. 4.19. My God fhall fupply all your need, 
according to the Riches of his Glory, by Fefis Chrift. 
Obferve the ground, and meritorious caufe of all 
the Supplies of the Saints Needs, is the Riches of 
Chrift in Heaven ; the Riches of Chrifts Interceffi- 
.one O! when the poor Believer goes mourning 
under a fenfe of this, and the other Want, Chritt 
in Heaven is interceding for them. O, fayes one, 
I want a foft Heart 5a Heart to love God: I want 
more power over Corruptions and Temptations : 
More Humility, fayes another : O, my proud heart! 
I want more Patience; I am filld with the Fire 
of Hell: I want more Purity, unclean Thoughts 
Jodge in my Soul: but Chrift in Heaven is inter- 
ceding for them, thus. Father, There’s a Child of 
mine wants a foft Heart; I will that thou give it 
to him: there’s another goes complaining for 
want of more power over Corruptions; I will 
that thou graft it to him: Another wants Bodily 
fupplies ; he is in ftraits in the World, and knows 
not what todo; Father, thou haft made me Heir ~ 
of all things, and I will that thou give him forse 
of mine Inheritance. O that Believers did know 
- this! when they are pining away in their ftraits, 

that 
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that iar Would look to Jefus, and by Faith fee 
him interceding for them. 
* Seventhly, Another thing Chrift pleads in Hea- 
ven for, is, the fubduing of all the Enemies of his 
People : Whatever is like to endanger their well- 
being, in thelr work of glorifying God, and in 
their way to Glory with God, Chrift pleads that 
it may be removed. Are the Shares of the World 
like to carry away one? the Snare of Profperity, or 
vain Company, like to ruin another ? Doth the 
Fieth luft againft the Spirit, and ready to redute it 
into Bondage? Chrift pleads in Heaven for the de- 
firuction of thefe Leviathans; and will, in hisown 
time, bring down all the Enemies of his People : 
Yea, Gog and Magog, and all the implacable Ad- 
verfaries of Sion muft be fubdued, becaufe Chrift 
intercedes for it, and Reigns till he hath put down 
all Enemies under his Fect, 1 Com Ieee 
Eighthly, He: intercedes for his Peoples. Confo- 
lation ; He feems to be much concern’d in this, 
that his People be of good cheer in the World, Fob. 
16. 33. Be of good cheer, Pluck up your Spirits, 
walk comfortably, I have overcome the World for 
yor, I mill not leave you comfortlefs ; 1 will not 
Jeave you in danger of overwhelming : Chrift 
takescare that his People be not overladen with 
trouble, but that they have comfort in due time. 
Ninthly, The Lord Jefus Chrift pleads for their 
thorough ‘and compleat Salvation, for their prefer- 
vation in Grace, and their fure atid” ‘certain en- 
joyment of Glory. 7 herefore be is able to fave 
to the’ utmolt, ‘becanfe be ever lives ‘to ‘make Inter 
cefion, Heb. 7.25. Whatever their dangers, fixaits, 
and hazards be, Chrift intenctdes in Heaven, "nc 
EY clr 
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their utmoft faving, thorough all, and from all. 
The gracious Soul mifcarries fadly, this, and the 
other time; in this, and the other matter: he falls 
dangeroufly, and bruifes. his Bones ; but Chrift 
pleads in Heaven, that this might not provea mor- 
talwound: Father, I will that thofe whom thou halt 
given me, be with me where E am, to bebold my Glory, 
Fob.17.24. All his Glory, that he hath purcha- 
{ed with his. Blood, is for his.People. As a Fa- 
ther, if he gets a large Effate, his Children fhall 
fare the better for it, }, will Icave it all to them 3 
fo Chrift in Heaven intercedes, Father, I will that 
my Children may fhare with me in my Glory, 
may Reign, and fit on Thrones, and be crowned 
with Immortality with me. Where I am, there: haii 

my Servant be, 
Thus you fee what Chrift intercedes for in Hea- 

Yen. ree 

Fifthly, by doth the Lord Fefis Chrift intercede 

in Heaven °° 3 ) 
Firft, Becaufe he hath undertaken this Work 
for his People : He is their Advocate, 1 Fob. 2.1. 
He is an Officer in Heaven for them, and hath un- 
ertaken their Cafes ; and being bound, he will be 
faithful: He is there, as.their Fore-runner, and 
his Fidelity lies at ftake, to make their way plain 
to Glory. Ifthey come not after, how can he be 
their Fore-runner ? wc 
Secondly, .Becaufe of his Intereft in them, they 
are very near to him, they are his own. Having ~ 
loved his own, that were in the World, Fob.13. 1. 
Perfons ufe to love their own. The Would loves 
its own ;, therefore is Chrift. fo concern’d in the 
_welfare of his People, becaufe they are his Propri- 
: ety. 
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ety 3 They are his Friends, Fob. 15. 14,15. Ye ave 
my Friends, I have called you Friends. And will 
not a man concern himfelf about his Friends ? 
There’s never a man on Earth, that hath a Friend 
fo near his heart, as the Saints are to the heart of 
Chrift; They are his Brethren; He is not afbamed 
to call them Brethren, Heb. 2.11. He is their Elder 
Brother, and they are younger Brethren, and he 
cannot but have a tender heart towards them. 
How full of Bowels: was Fofeph to his Brethren, 
though they had fold:hia!) and injured him 3 yet 
how affectionately did he difcover himfelf to them, 
che wept, that the Egyptians heard him? Gen. 45. 
It is a moft affecting Story, to thew what the 
heart of a Brother is, or fhould be. O,how much 
is Jefus Chrift concerned in the welfare of his Peo- 
let < 
: Again, He is their Father 5. He hath the Bowels 
of a Father: He pleads in Heaven, at the Right 
hand.of God, as a Father doth {peak for his Chil- 
dren. O! if aman had a Child, or fome Children, 
condemn’d to dye, how would a tender Father 
{peak” for them, and weep for them, that they 
might not dye! with fuch Bowels doth Jefus Chrift 
plead for his People in Heaven. LE 
- Again, They are his Spoufe, his Love, his Dove, 
‘married to him, Cant.5. And can a tender affecti- 
onate Husband {hut up his Bowels towards his own 
Fieth ? So Chrift, in Heaven, accounts nothing too 
dear that might be for the welfare of his People, 
becaufe of their conjugal relation to him. » 

Thirdly, Becaufe of the great Love he bears to 
them, therefore will he make Interceffion for them, 
Ifa. 63. 9. In his Love and pity be redeemed x 
; or 
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Nor men, nor Angels can tell the Height, Depth, 
Length and Breadth of the Love of Chrift; it is 
Love, pafling Knowledge, «Eph. 3. 18. Chrift’s 
Love to his people,yis unconceivable, unchangeable = 
many waters cannot quench it, all their Unkind- 
nefs cannot diminifh it, therefore he ren\embers 
their Concernments, and pleads their Caufe. _ 
Fourthly, Becaufe of the Sympathy the Lord ~ 
Jefus Chrift hath with them, he hath a fellow- 
feeling of all their Infirmitiesand Affli@jgns : as 
he is their head, he cannot but {ympathize, with 
all the Maladies and’ -Diftempers of every Mem- 
ber; he is the high-prieft, and muft have Com- 
paffion, Heb..4. 15. For we have not an High-prieft 
_ which cannot be touched with the feeling of our Infir- 
mities: He cannot be capable of Infenfibility,: of 
the Cafes, Concerns and Conditions of his peoples 
Weakneffes, Sins and Wants, whatever. becomes 
the Burden of his People, it is near his Heart: It 
is not his own Glory in Heaven, can take off his 
Thoughts and Care of them: He that abufeth the 
Saints offers Violence to Chrift’s Eye, Zach. 2. 8. 
He that toucheth you, toucheth the Apple of his Eye. 
While he was in Heaven, in the Poffeffion of the 
Fathers Glory, no fooner did their Cry come up 
from Egypt, but prefently it reached his Heart ; 
God tells Mofes he could not ftand ftill to hear 
the Complaint of his poor afflicted people: God in 
Chrift, the fecond perfon , the Angel of the Co- 
venant refents the Miferies and Afflictions of his 
people, Exod. 2.23.24. I have furely feen the Affi- 
Gions of my People which are in Aigypt, and have 
beard their Cry, and-I am come down to deliver them, 
Exod. 3. 7,8. And if he was {0 pityful, as to be 
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foon afflicted with the AffliGtions ‘of his people be- 
fore he affumed the humane Nature upon him, 
is he not as much now’fith he hath taken our Na- 
ture upon him, and ftands in Heaven ‘cloathed 
with our Body and Soul? Heb, 5. 2+ Chrift carries 
no Weakneffes to Heaven with him, he hath no 
kind’ of Wants, Pains, nor Sorrows,’ but’ he is 
compaffed with Infirmitiés, that is, a Senfe of the 
Weaknefles, and Remembrance of the: Afflictions 
and ‘Agdmgnities, whilft he was here: He knows 
the Heart ofa Stranger, he knows what'it is to be 
under the Wrath ‘of God, therefore ‘catinot but 
have'a fellow-fecling of the Infirmities of his Peo- 
ple. “No tender Mother‘can be more affected with 
the pain of a little fucking Child, with’ the’ Fear 
of Jofing it, than Chrift is with the cafe of his peo- 
ple, therefore he pleads for them.°° °°? * 

Fifthly, Jefus Chrift cannot’ chufe bat (peak: for 
his People in Heaven, becaufe he hath ‘purchafed 
them, he hath bought them, and ‘paid for them * 
he thought it fit to lay'down a very’ great ‘price 
for every believing Soul, 1-Cor. 6. 19. You are 
bought with a price. He was willing to have his 
Heart dpened, and his Side opened, ‘that he might 
let out his Blood for them’; and furély he cannot 
but be willing to intercede for them, when he was 
willing to'dye, and ‘beat divine Wrath for them: 
he hath bought Grace’ and Glory for them, and 
he mutt needs fpeak,’ that’ they might have what 
he hath paid for. It is true, if God fhould deal 
upon the account ‘of Creaturesdefervings, they 
would foon be totally deftitute: but though un- 
worthy in themfelves, Chrift pleads his Worthy- 
nefS : Father, will, that thou give out this «a 
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the other Mercy to them, I have purchafed it for 
them: it is trae, they. have abufed the Gofpel, 
and finn’d away the Light*of thy Countenance ; 
but I will that thou {peak comfortably to them 
for my fake; for I fave always obey’d thee, and 
done thy Will.” iS 

Sixthly,. Becaufe. of his Promife to them,.he 
hath promifed he will not leave them, 7». 14. 18. 
I go-away, fays Chrift, but T'will‘noe leave you! I 
90 to Heaven bur it isfor'yous I'cdtry your Nathes 
on my Heart, that I might think upon you, whei. 
Tam in Glory’: when I fee how Saran buffets and 
affaults you'from! day to day, then I Took ‘upon 
the Palms of my hands and fee your names’ érigra~ 
_ ‘ven there, ‘andl ‘will not leave you comfortlefs, 'T will 

come again, to you,” He’ fends his Spirit to keep them 
‘Company hereon, Barth, and hé will come and 
fetch them ~home ‘at laft';“he will be faithful: to 
‘thent in all, things, that pertain to God, and for 
the Salvation, Of ‘their Souls, “Heb. 2. 17. and Be- 
Tievers may urge him with his Promife and Faith- 
falnefs, and “this obliges Chrift'to do all he can 
Tor poets ete : 

| Sree at ecaufe of the preat Neceffity they 
have of his pleading for’ them; He fees they 
would bé uhdone ifhe did not ftand up for them. 
Satan would lay in his Accufations, he is the Ac- 
‘cufer, and what ways he hath to accufe ‘the Saints 
before God, we know not: he accufed Fob, and 
“doubtlefs he is ever and anon laying in frefh 
Charges apainft’ the people of God; therefore 
Chrilt pleads ‘for them : he {ees they want-Grace 
-and'want’Strength, therefore he cannot be filent : 
he faw Peter had need of Suppoit, Luke 22.3 13 2. 

there- - 
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therefore he prayed for him : Chrift {ces they fland 
in need of Promifes, Experiences, Confolations 
and Priviledges, therefore he pleads in Heaven for 
them. 
Sixthly, What are the Comforts and Advantages 
that flow from the Interceffion of Fefius Chrift to believe 
ing Souls ? 
There’s Caufe of wonderful Joy and Confolati- 
ox to Believers, when they caft their believing 
doks towards Heaven, to fee their Advocate 


' Athere. 


~ Firft, In regard of the Excellency of this Inter- 
ceffor: O! whata glorious, mighty, and potent 
Friend, have Believers to plead for them; he isno 
mean perfon, he is the Son of God, the expreft 
Image of bis Fathers Perfon, Heb. 1. 3. He is one 
that made the World, and upholdeth the World, 
and after he had fuffered for Sin, he is gone to 
Glory, and takes his Seat at the right hand.of the ~ 
Majefty, on high; he doth not ftand by as a Beg- 
ger, but fits down on the Throne, by the Fathers 
fide, and {peak asa Friend for them: O whata 
glorious and tranfcendent perfon is he! it is not 
an Angel, it is not a Saint,but it isthe Lord Fe- 
_hovab, Fehovah Chrift. O when the Believer, by 
Meditation, comes to reflect on his Glorious Agent 
‘in Heaven, how he is honoured by Angels, Saints, 


*. “and every Creature, it will wonderfully confolate 


fe ~“his Languifhing Spirit. 


‘ 


* Secondly, Confider the Succefsfullnefs of this 
“Interceffion, and it cannot but yield much Com- 
fort, the Father heareth him always, Fob. 11. 42. 
* “The Father and he are one, of one Nature, one 
“Glory, one Will: what the Son wills the Father 

. ~ wills, 


? 
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wills 5 arid Jefus Chrift is the Executor of his own 
Will, and hath all, Power in his hands to give out, 
and perform what he pleads for: What would’ft 
thou have, Soul? Lord, fayes the Soul, I would 
have more, Grace, be more holy, have ftrength 
again{t this,. and the other Temptation: I am 
afraid A fhall perifh under thefe Blafphemous 
Thoughts. . Oh, the horrible injections of Satan ! 
Lord, fupport me. Why, ( {ayes Chrift ) Fear not, 
Soul, In me is Everlafting ftrength, thou thalt have 
it in my time, and according to my meafure, 
Thirdly, Confider the extent of Chrifts Inter- 
ceffion, and.that will contribute wonderful Joy 
to Believers: His Favour is not narrowed up to 
one or two Favourites, but for all his Saints: 4/2 
that come to God by him, Heb. 7.25. All that be- 
lieve in bim, Fob. 17. 20. Chrift excepts none: 
In this he.out-goes the Affections of all Creatures. 
It is rare for the largeft Affections,of Men,' not to 
run within fome narrow limits; but»fefus Chrift 
hath an equal refpect for all his Seed. And then he 
intercedes for them in all their Matters, I/%.'63.9. 
In all their Afficions he is affliied : There isno part 
of their Trouble but he is. concern’d in it : As 
Chrift is an Advocate in Heaven, she is engag’d to 
attend the Concerns of his People, though they 
fhould neglect him, I/a.. 57418. He is privy to all 
_ their Matters: How fhould this revive the Believ- 
ing Soul? It is the ulual-complaint of Souls, O, 
I fear Chrift. will not: intercede for mes I am fo 
Carnal, fo full of Deceit, Hypocrifie and Back- 
. flidings. It is true, He’takes pleafure in the Pro- 
{perity of his People; but, I fear, I am none of his. 
They that pray and. plead. Spiritually may oe 
H ut 
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but) I:cannot pray, nor look up. But let me tell 
every poor trembling Believer, There's never a 
Soul that hath the Lord for his Godj*that Jefiis 
Chrift can be unmindful of + He“ intercedes for all 
his People, and in all their Concernments. ~ 
Fourthly, This: may yield wonderful Comfort 
to Believers, to confider, That fefus ‘Chrift doth 
not onely imtercede. in “Heaven, in’ their Names, 
but in theirvery Natures’: He prefents the Hu- 
mane ‘Nature 'in his own Perfon, glorified; and 
in this Nature he pleads to God forthem. ° He'is 


fet forth as the Man Chriit Jef, 1 Tim 2.5. He 


: 


cainot:but be full of Pity and Compaffion, be-. 
ccaufe hevis of the fame Nature. with them: They . 
ware Members of bis Body, of bis Flefhs and of his 
~Bones, Eph, 5.30." O; if that: Scriptute were but 
‘put)intoythe Believing Meditation “of Believers, 
what “Comfort will flow: from it?’ “O:trembling 
Saint ! thou mayeft object thy Unworthinefs and 
idefiled: Nature 5~ but Jefus'Chrift hath thy Na-: 
pe gloritied now in Heaven, at the Father’s right 
hand. \\ ahi ntSGh pat IOR eos 
»oktifthlyy The : reftlefnefs. and unweariednefs’ of 
eChrilts ‘purfuing the Bleffednef$ and’ Salvation of 
all lissSced, is that which may yield: wonderful 
comfort-to the Believing Soul.’ Confider*his Tem- 
| per’and Difpofition, whiles he was on Earth: His 
~ Spirit fall not fail, till be bath fee Fudgment in the 
Earth, VWan42. 4. “Andif Chrift was fo-eameft 
toundergoifuch work then; and was fo reftlefs and | 
active till it was done 5 furely he maft needs be 
zeftle{s to carry on this Work-now in Heaven':» He 
lives. ever'to make Interceffion, Heb. 7. 25. There are 
fome.times when men ‘o1i| Barth mete od or 
is - Caufe 


a a 


: 
A: 
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Caufe.of their, Friertds; -but.,Chrift,is alyayes.ta- 
ken! up: about this, Work. of Mediation; .Chrif?s 
Authority: is;capable to, maniage;all the Affairs of 
hisReople; were they, millions, of men,’ therefore 
it muft needs be matter of wonderful, Comfort to 
Believers: that wei heYe fuch a Mediator in’Hea- 
ven. : 

 Sixthly, Confider sheiAd vantages that. ‘dow fn 
this Tuterceffion. of Chyift-to,Believers;, and it: silt 
yield: matter of wonderful:comforts! 3:/0i: - 

Their, Sins; fhall.; ber furely.. pardoned, Ouwhat 
wonderful comfort is this! Bleffd.is.eheman. whofe 
Tranfgreffion is forgiven, and whofe Sins are pardine 
ed, Pal, 32:1. \vHe |is,an- Advocate; foxy them)to 
take vaway, theis..Sins, Fob. AIF Ac Fob. i 
4,9»)No Bill .fhall, be laid in, againf, them at,the 
Bar of God: ‘Who dares. accufe, that Squl.,that¢ is 
ares over. withzthe| Blood jof -the) Redecmer ? 2 
Ses + 335346 “ort axsvail 

¢ Their 'Perfonsand Be: Gonenatices fhall fiasle find 
sentence with God; through thisAntexceffion of 
Chyift;Eph.t.6.Whobath made us accepted in the Be- 
divedi-All that-glorious Chain of Mercy,thatis made 
over to,and faftned upon the Believer,hath its tyeto 
Jefus Chrilt::Predettination, Adoption,:-Juftifica- 
tion, Santification and Salvation, vate alblaid upon 
Chrift,) {It is a) piegeof ufual-weaknefs: in.poor Be- _ 
Jieveis, or tather Doubting-fouls, tojudge oftheir 
Acceptance with God, or Non-acceptarice; actord~ 

ing.to stheir Defervinigs, or dllidefervings;oaid 
Le nature and frame of their Spirits and’ Duties - 
when they ohave, been drawn. out yin’ Frames). and 
wonderfully xais’d in Duties, | they:thidk now they 
fhallifind Favour 5) a i isnot that which gives 
\n i aL } your 


a 
it 


ie 
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“your Suits Entertainment in Heaven 5 it isas Go 
accepts the Soul in Chri, notwithftanding all'th 
’Failings and Infirmities'of Believers; they are! er 
-tertained with a mell done good and faithful Servan 
ppon the account of Chrift.” LS AIRE 
Again, They are fure to’ be fecur’d againft th 
prevailing Power of all their Enemies 5 let Beelx: 
“bub with all his Train and-Forces beunited ‘again 
‘chem, he? miuft’be broken'to pieces; for Chrift 
at the right hand of the:Father, interceding f 
‘them : Sin foall have no Dominion over themy Ror 
6.14. God will bruife Satan under their Feet fhortl 
“Room. 16. 20, Hence itis, oe aro be fure nor 
of their Enemies fhall prevail,-Lke 16°74. 
Again, They maybe fure:to receive more:Grac 
Sand Life more abundantly, ‘God giveth more Gra 
'Fames §. 6. whilt Chrif’s Intereft holds in He 
‘ ven, whilft he hath a Fullnefsof Grace to beftor 
Believers may expect more. SE Sa VIEL 
Accefs to'the Throne ‘of Gracevat all times 
\chis Name) is° ariother procured Advantage of | 
~Jnterceffion 5 it is by the Blood of Chrift Believe 
slcome to God with Boldnels, ‘Heb. 4. 14. 169. H 
ONO 2 BR 4-19 1 ioc Hie 18 Fae 
~-> \Hence-thé Blood of Chrift! makes:Peace, and. 
“open door ‘for . Believers toe approach to. Gc 
Eph. 3.:124 Becaufe'he is'thereat the Throne 
+ Grace, he will open his Door to his Childr: 
~and let them°in, withim the Veil : what tenc 
Mother: would fhut the door againft her weepi: 
Again, They havenot only Accefs to the’ Thrc 
of Grace; but Succefs; they hall {peed when th 
cry with all their Hearts, Fob. 14. 13. 14+ yt 
oe 
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ever you [hall askin my Name, that will I do, that 
e Father may be glorified inthe\Son: if you fhall ask 
ny thing in my Name, I will do it. Chrift was 
-aving his Difciples, and they might tremblingly. 
ifpond, ‘how fhall:we live when thou: art.gone ? 
1€ World will perfecute us, and Stan.will devour 
s? Why fays Chrift, I will prote& you then, as 
ell as now, and hear your Requefts :- you think 
is only your Concernment, to have your Pray- 
sanfwered 5 no, it is the Concernment\ of my 
ather too, his Glory lies at ftake for it, OQ! 
vhat bold Encouragement’ is this Rev. 8. 3, 4, 5. 
rayers afcended up, and. prefently comés down 
‘hunders, Noifes, Lightnings, and Earth-quakes: 
3a Symbol of God’s Reception: believe ‘it, 
ints have ftill as great Potency with God, on the 
ccount of Chrift, as ever, ‘and their'right Pray- 
3 thal furely find an‘ anfwer at the Throne’ of 
races | L 
“Again, They fhall certainly have Perfeverance 
‘Grace: for the Certainty of a Believers Graces 
epend not upon his own Strength, that'it fhould 
ye if he ceafe to exercife it; but is {ecured by the 
iterceffion of Chrift, Luke 22. 32. Fer. 32. 40, 
Another Effect of Chrif’s Interceffion is this, 
he Saints have Onenefs with, and an Intereft in 
ne Love of God, Fo. 17.21.22. Aind they fhall 
2 fure of Grace and of Glory :. they fhall have a 
lanfion in Heaven, Fo. 14. 3. 70.175 24. Father, 
‘will that thofe whom thon halt given me, be with 
i¢ where I am, to bebold my Glory. 
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Shewing the Willingne[s of Obrift, that Si 
< pers fpouldrbe faved,| the'Sinvand Mife 
“of fuch as refufe Chrifts with Reproof, 


Met ky 


ry 


for lower Springs? O adore thefe upper 
“Grace that brings Salvation, = 
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Secondly, See the Willingnels of Chrift,. that 
Sinners fhould be faved, he would never elf have 
affum’d the work of a Mediatour, nor have given 

him(elf for this veryend that Sinners, might. be 
brought to God, 1 Pet. 3.18. He would never 
ave undertaken. the bloody way of Death, nor 
drunk off fuch a bitter.trcemendous Cup, that Sin 
had brewed foryhim; he would not have  interce- 
ded with God.for Terms of Reconciliation, nor 
undergone feth direful, unconceivable Torments, 
had he not been willing Sinners fhould live : bath 
Chrift fo carefully prepared the Miniftration. of 
Reconciliation, and abfolutely commanded the 
Promulgation of the Gofpel to every Creature ?. 
Mark, 16. 15. Hath he laid fuch a Neceffity on 
his Meffengers and Ambaffadors,and oblig’d them, 
by the Penalty of fearful Woes, to preach the Gof- 
pel, and he is not willing that Sinners fhould be 
faved ? 1 Cor.9..16. See how he charges his Ser- 
vants to be initant in Seafon and out of Seafon, to 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all Long-fuffer- 
ing and Kindne(s, 2 Tim. 4. 1. To perfwade and 
befeech men to be reconciled, 2 Cor. 5.\11.2Q 
And will he reject, them when they come? He 
would not have griev’d and mourn'd fo much at 
Sinners Unbeliet, and out- Hanging the day of 
_ Grace, had -he been unwilling they fhould have 
liv’d, Fob.5.. 40. Luke 19. 41. 42. Behold how 
he waits till the lalt hour of the Day, and treats 
his Enemies with an affectionate Kindnefs, why 
will you dye, O Houle of IJfracl ? He. heaps. up 
Coals of Fire on their Heads, and draws them with 
- Cords of Love, and with the bands of a.man, 
. Mat. 5. 45s Hof, 11. 4. he offers Violence by his 
ge H 4 Spirit 
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Spirit, to unwilling Souls, and attempts the moft 
charming Perfuations to allure them to him; he 
thunders and lightens, as on Mount Sinai, and 
threatens them terribly if they will not come, 
Fob. 3. 18. Ah troubled Souls, you that tremble, 
leaft he will no more have Mercy on you ; but re- 
jet your Selves and Duties, fhut up his Bowels, 
and harden his Heart againft your Cries. Ah! do 
- but confider and ferioufly reflect on what Chrilt 

hath already done and fuffered for you, think on 
his Carriage whilft on Earth, and his tender Re- 
ception of all that came to him; he debarred none, 
furely, then his Advancement in Heaven, produces 
no Alteration inhim: it may enlarge his Capacity 
but cannot ftraiten his Bowels to perifhing Sinners. 
Honour doth not puff him up, or make him un- 
mindful of their Concernments; think upon his 
Promifes, he will caft out none that come to him, 
Fob. 6.37. Let their Sins be as red as Scarlet, he 
will'make them as white as Wool, Ifa. 1. 18. He 
knows the Heart of a Stranger, Exod. 23.99. He 
remembers what ’tis to lye under the Panigs of a 
troubled’ Soul, when he trode the Wine-prefs of - 
his Fathers Wrath alone; and therefore cannot but 
cornpatfionate the Miferable, and thofe that are 
confumed with the Terrors of the Almighty. Ceafe 
Soul, to lay thy Charge on Chrilt, “tis thy own » 
Unwillingnefs and Unbelief that impedes thy way 
to Life, not his. x PRE. 

Thirdly, How fearful then is the Sin, and how 
dreadful will be the mifery of all thofe that refufe 
this Mediator, will not hearken to this Pkopher, 
ror ‘confent to his Propofals for Salvation’: The 
Tongues of Mei and Angels are not capable Here 

ats { 
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to commit an Hyperbole, nor can fuch themfelves’ 
fufficiently conceive it, till they feel it. Ah, Sin- 
ners! Weigh a little thefe enfuing particulars, and 
you will find it true. ; ‘ey 

Firft, It is a moft aggravated Sin, and hath all 
the circumftances of Evilin it: There’s no fin of 
fo deep a Dye, and foul a Guilt. : 

It is a fin againft the higheft Mercy, and greateft 
Deeps of Divine Favour. There were fome Difco- 
veries of Mercy that God expended on the Gentile 
World : In the times of their Ignorance God did 
wink at them, feed:them, and cloath them ; But 
the Treafures of Grace were referved for the Ful- 
nefs of Time, the Gofpel dayes. O wretched Cai- 
tiff! By refufing Chrift, thou kickeft againft the 
smoft founding Bowels, againtt rich Mercy, Eph.2.4. 
Againft tender Mercy, Luke 1. 18. Againit Free 
Mercy, Eph. 2. 8. | 

It is-a Sin againft, and a forfaking of thy own 
Mercy ; Thou ftabbeft thy own Soul with the fame 
Dagger thou flingeft at Chrift. O wretched Sin- 
ner! thou takeft pains to fhut thy felf out of the 
door of Mercy, and to argue thy felf into the 
depth of Mifery : O Ifrael, thou halt deftrayed thy 
felf. Oh Sinner, thou fheddeft the blood of thy 
own Soul, Hof. 13.9. 

It isa fin againft the choiceft and coftlieft Re- 
medy that ever God prepared : The Garment God 
made to cloath thy Soul, is dip’d in Blood, and 
this thou throweft from thee. How juftly will thy 
Soul rot in chains of Darknefs to all Eternity, that 
refufeft fuch a chargeable Remedy laid out upon 
thee? The Law was but leading to it, Gal. 3. 24. 
Had you liv’d to fee the Priefts killing the 7 

| an 
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and Lambs, and cutting the throats. of the{e poor 
Creatures, to. make an;Atonement for Sin, you 
would bave faid, furcly the Antitype mut needs be 
bloody: All thofe charges men were at im their 
daily Sacrifices, could, not take away one Sin 3 the 
Blood of Chrift muft.do. it. O expenfive Mercy ! 
And this thy Soul defpifeth: O curfed Sin! All 
other. Difpenfations could not make thofe that 
ufe them perfect, Heb. 9. 9. Nox all the World, if 
fold, can pay the Debt of one Soul, or the price of 
one fin. iiss 
,, At is a fin againft the moft glorious Majeliy. that 
ever was, Phil. 2.9. Thou fpittelt in thatFace 
that, is infinitely. above all Spots and Stains; that 
the Angels admire and adore 5 one Smile cf which 
maintains all the Life and Confolation of the Saints 
in Glory this Jefus thou defpifeft. O unbeliev- 
ing Sinner! where wilt thou go-to hide thy felf 
from the wrath of the Lamb at the laft day? 
.. Laftly, °Tis a rejeCtion of thy own Duty,.a 
_throwing, Chrift out of his own. Vineyard, and 
how will God deal with fuch ? He will miférably 
deftroy thefe miferable men, Matth. 21, 4t~ The Lord 
Jcfus Chrft hath Right to rule thee, and thou reject- 
elt the Homage thou owelt to him, and defpitel his 
lawful Right and Authority which isa molt grie- 
vous Sin indeed. » flere nba 
» Secondly, Tis-a moft unreafonable Sin, there’s 
no Plea at all will bear in the Court of -Reaftn for 
{uch a Sins thy, own Reafon will judge and con- 
demn. thy Soul, .O! that. ever thou, fhouldett 
hufe Death rather than. Life, and take the: Jron 
rod of Satan over. thee, and defpife the g olde 
Scepter of Jelus Chrifis Ah! Sinner, there's canle 
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why thou fhouldft leave thy Lufts and: wicked 
Gompanions, and depart from the Chambers of 
Death, in which thy Soul hath dwelt fo long, buit 
none at all. why thouifhould’ft not come over to 
Chrift:, what doth Chrift: propofe to thee that 
thou can’ft cavil at? Is it to leave thy Lufis? I€ 
not, thefe will ruine thy Soul; if thou hadft Fire 
in thy Bofom, thou would’ft think..it reafon. to 
caft it out; if Fetters upon thy Feet, and Clogs 
about thy Body, to fhake them off; if a Serpent in 
thy Bofom, to caft himout: O Sinner, fit down, 
and confult with the Principles of Reafon, never 
was a better Bargain. offered thee. . Think on it, 
What if the Gate fecm ftraight, it.is not fo to thy 
Soul, but to thy Lufts, thou can’t not fhun Trous - 
ble, but; muft meet with it either here or to all 
Eternity... 
Thirdly, ’Tis a moft condeming Sin, Fob. 3.19. 
This will juftifie the fevereft Doom of God, that 
they might have Life, but would not: Salvation 
came home to them, but they turn’d it off. -O 
Sinner, take heed how thourefufeft him that {peaks 
from Heaven, defpife not Chrift. . 
Secondly, As ’tis the greateit Sin {otis atténd- 
ed with, the greateft_ Mifery. For firft, it opens 
the Windows of Vengeance, and lets down divine 
Wrathion thy Souls it takes off all Poffibility of © 
Salvation, he that (huts up this door leavs none — 
open to Life, Ads 4. 12, Chrift is the only Way, 
the Truth, and the Life, no poffibility of efcaping 
-Wrath to come, ifthou refufe the Lord Chrift, 
Heb. 2. 3. Don’t flatter thy felf with Hopes of af- 
ter Mercy ; if thou give Chrifta final Denial, all 
hopes of Mercy is gone, when once Chrift who 
ard is 
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is the Bleffing, is gone from thy Soul. 

“Secondly, There’s no Acceptance of any of thy 
duties, *tishis Righteoufnefs and Interceffion makes 
way for thy’ Acceptance, Eph. 1. 6. All “Accep- 
tablenefs of the beft Services of any, is’ through 
him, 1 Pet. 2. 5. None of thy Complaints or 
doleful Cries, can ever enter into Gods Ears, if 
they be not mixt with the Odours of his Incenfe: 
Ah Sinner, thou flattereft thy felf with this, that 
thou wilt pray, cry, and weep upon a Death-Bed 5 
Ah! what are all thy Cries, when God hears not ? 

Thirdly, there’s fure Damnation waits for thy 
Soul, the Devil ftands by,’ and expects the’ time 
when Chrift will take his final leave of thee. O 
Sinner, if once thy time ‘be gone, and precious 
Overtures of Grace do ceafe, then certain Ru- 
ine follows: as fure as the Work-man’s wages 
is due to him, fo will Damnation be to thy Soul, 
that doft live and dye in ‘thy Refufal of Chrifty eve- 
ry Soul that will not hear this Prophet fhall be de- 
firoyed, Ads 3. 23. Pfal. 2. 12. + 

Fourthly, all the precious Interceffions' of Jefus 
Chrift will be turn’d againft thee; and this isa mof 
doleful Contideration, enough to make the hardeft 
heart to break: now while there’s hope, the blood 
of Chrift pleads, Father, wait a little longer for 
this Sinner; when divine Juftice fays,’ ceafe‘inter- 
ceding. that I may take Vengeance on this wretch 5, 
no fays the blood of Chrift, .fpare this Drunkard, 
a little longer, O wait'one day longer; one year 
longer, for this Swearer: but upon thy’ final Re- 

{al of Chrift, the blood of Chrift pleads. another 
way Father, I will the Damnation of this Sinner, 
I will. that Mercy be no more tendréd' toxhim, 
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Luke 2.34: This Child is fet for the Fall and Rifiag 
-again of many in \frael. Chrift is for the Fallas weil 
as the rifing of many; and believe it, his blood 
hath as great a Vertue to heighen the ‘Damnation 
of willful Unbelievers, asever it hath to further the 
Salvation of Believers; and O what a dreadful 
thing is this, when the blood of Chrift {hall plead 
againft thee. It may be upon thy Death-bed, thou 
wilt cry, Lord pardon me, Lord let me never go 
“to the place of Torment: but the Blood of Chrift 
will fay, ' Father, damn him, he made me wait ma- 
ny Days and Years, and would not Jet.me into 
his Heart, Father let him perifh ; and whom do you 
think the Father will hear? Thisis one. ofthe moft 
trembling Confiderations that I know,to heightea 
the: Wrath of Sinners: that Soul muft needs go deep 
-into Hell,that the Blood of Chrift fends thither; 
the blood of Chrift cries for Vengeance: Ah! Sm- 
“ners think of it, whata fearful thing it is to refufe 
this Mediator: the Lord open your Ears, and 
the Lord work upon your Hearts that you may. 
turn and live while there is Hope. "y 
Fourthly, Hence fee whence ’tis that the Prayers 
of any are. fo: prevailing with God: what is it 
that makes Faith and Prayer fo omnipotent ? 7Tis 
the Interceffion of Chrift in Heaven that wings ovr 
Prayers, and makes them fo {peedily arrive at the 
»Mercy-feat, and come off with an anf{wer of Pzace. 
*Tis a Friend in the:Court. of Heaven that makes 
the Saints Sutes fo prevailing with God, Rev. 8. 
35 .4,-5+ ’Tis his Incenfe makes way for the Piay- 
“ers of the Saints, and then Fire comes out,oF the 
pres me burns up the enemnigs of) Chri : 
¥ o 
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O there’s wonderful Mightinefs in the sprayers of 
the Saints whom Chrift favours with his Media- 
tion. - ip ulrriogis ; 
Ufe 2. OF Confutation. lf the Lord Jefns Chritt 
be the Great and onely Mediator between God 
and Man; then this will ftrike down that dange- 
rous, damnable Errour of the Papifts, Of:Praying to 
Saints, and {etting up other Interceders ‘befides 
Chrift, making Addreffes to the Virgin’ Mary; pla- 
cing her in the Throne with Chrift, If there be 
but oné Mediator, 1 Tim. 2.5. and oné that liveth 
to make )Intercelfion, ‘and that the Affurance. of 
- Salvation depends on ‘this Interceffion’ of ;Chrift, 
Heb. 7.25. Then ’tis a: damnable ‘Errour) of: the 
Papifts to pray to'the’ Virgin Mary, as theyldo in | 
their Miffal:: one of which is thus 5 O: Virgins the 
». onely chafte Mother, loofing our Sins, gives thé King- 
dom, for thow art Queen of the World, ‘art ableito do 
all things, and, with thy Son, difpofeft all things. 


. Another is, That God, bythe Prayers and Merits of 
the ever bleffed Virgin, and of all Saints, would bring 
wh to the Kingdom of Heaven, Amen. Naly}theyfay, 


That Prayers made to, and delivered by the Saints, 
are better than thofe by Chrift 5 So Sali: Now, if 
Chrift be the only way. to:the Father, and: Accept- 
ance is ‘through him alone, then: thisis)a falfe 
‘Way, atid ‘never of Gods appointing, but, blafphe- 
mous Sacrilege, and horrible Robbery sof the very 
Flower of Chrift’s ‘Crown’: Nothing plucks the 
Scepter out of Chritt’s Hand; his Crown from his 
Head, as thefe irreligious Opinions: of the »Papifts. 
If Prayer be an aGt of Worxlhip, Matth. 4.10, then 
*tis onely due to God : Indeed there’s:ancivil’ War- 
‘fhip due to Superiours, but Religious Adora is 
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God’s Prerogative. If we muft truft on him ‘to 
whom we pray, Rom. 10.13, 14. then we mult 
pray to none but' God, in Chrift 5 ‘for, curfed is the 
man'that trufteth in man, Fer 17.5. Hetowhom 
we' pray mutt beable to know our wants, and our 
Hearts; to fee'our Miferies, and hear our ‘Prayers. 
Now this the Saints'in Heaven cannot do: Abr chim 
is ignorant of Ws, and Tfrael acknowledgcth 4s not Ala. 
63.16. “Tis Omnilciency alone'can‘hear our Pray- ” 
ers, ‘and’ Omnipotency ‘that~ can Anfwer* them, 
Pfal. 65.2. Matti 66. 8.32. ‘Eetlef 9.'5:"Thas 
we ‘may fee the Héterodox Affertions of the'Papifts, 
‘in'making many! Mediators, | 9 8° pal 

°Ufe 3. For Reprebenfion to the profelling People 
GPGad ie HaIEVIIGS? Pannen vee Meee 
- 'Firft,To fach as‘are no more affeGed with' this 
great and" glorious Privilege “of having an Advo- 
caté with ‘the'Father. Ah! “Did Souls “but ktow 
what an Ocean of Privileges, ‘and’ Foufitain 
of Mercies is'comprifed in this one Mediator: Jefus 
“Chri, it’ would All their ‘Hearts with’ Joy,’ tip 
‘their Fongues*with Prailes, ‘and ‘take ‘them “more 
glad in the Salvation of God-° Bat; ie may beyou 
are more affected with‘ your Frame’, “fine Expref- 
‘fidns,-and' your: own ' Duties, ‘than’ with the Pléad- 
ings’ of Jefus Chri, “This 'déferves a(harp ‘Re- 
proof Tw IG Ih R..< 1a es § 8 
chi 2dly,°Such as make little Ule of the Tnterceffion 


“of Jefus- Chrift. Alas ! how féwémployxChrift abot 
“their Matters in ‘Heaven, and engage him in the'tno- 

mhevitous atid weighty Matters of their’ Souls ? May 
“not 'Chrift complain ftill,as once,on Earth, Fob:5.40. 
‘You will not come to me that you mity have Life. Tis {ad 

indeed, that the Lord Jefts Chriftthould enter up- 
ACen on 


s 
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on fo coftly an Office, and pay fo dear for a Right 
to do thy Soul good, and thou neglect to ufe him 
after all: This is the condemnation to Unbeliev- 
ing Sinners, That they turn their Backs upon the 
Interceffion of Jefus Chrift. Alas, Soul! Arenot.thy 
wants great, and thy Sins many ? thy Provocations 
and abufes of Mercy daily, and yet wilt thou not 
engage Chrift for thy help, to procure thy Pardon, 
and Paffage from Death to Life? O, how jufily 
miferable will thy cafe be, who might’ft be happy, 
but would’ not! He is worthily miferable ( {faith 
one ) that will not be happy for the asking. Who 
knows but that thy hard heart might have been 
- foftened; thy filthy heart cleanfed ; thy covetous 
heart fpiritualized, and thy captivated Soul fet free 
from the damning Power of Sin and Satan, had’ft 
thou but improv’d a Mediator in Heaven? Know, 
Soul, if ever Life and Salvation be obtained, it muft 
be by a Mediator. 

Thirdly, Here’s.a Reproof to fuch as make Me- 
diators of their. Duties; that truft their Prayers 
more than Chrift, and lay all their hopes of ob- 
taining on the a&t of fecking. Indeed the Promite 
of having is made to asking, Matth.7.7. but not 

_for asking. Thy Matters (faith Luther) do not 
depend. on the worth of thy Self, or Prayer, 
but folely on the account of Chrift, Fob. 14. 13. 

It is Prayer in his Name: And therefore (¢ faith 
Luther) Nulla Oratio extra Chriftum. There is no 
Prayer at all out of Chrift. ’Tis the Altar that fan- 
Gtihes the Gift, Matt. 23.19. Our, very Righteou{- 
neffes are as filthy Rags, a. 64. 6. When you have 

done all, you are unprofitable Servants, Luke 17+ 10. 

_ Not unto us,O Lord, not unto us, but to thy Name give 

ot A. SS Glory. 
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Glory, Pfal. 115.1. All acceptance with God is 
through Chrift. To truft to thy Prayers, is to tram- 
plé on the Blood of Chrift, accounting it an unho- 
ly thing, and the moft effectual courfe to provoke 
the Lord to a-réal abhorrency of thy Duties, and 
to throw them back as Dung on thy Face. 


aH Ay Re Vil. 


Sheming, what Confolation flows to Believers 
«from the Intercelfion of Chrift. 


‘WF the Lord Jefus Chrift be the onely Mediator 
between God-and Man, then here’s Comfort 
for Believers in feveral ‘Cafes. 

Firft, To weak Believers 5 fuch as need‘ Mercy, 
and areunable to beg it as they fhould. 'Poor Soul! 
Art thou fenfible of thy urgent Neceffities? that 
thy Wants are more than can be numbred ? Know- 
‘eft thou the Hardne(s, Pride,Filthinefs,and Ungtate- 
fulnefs of thy Heart 2 underftandeft thou thy need 
of the Spirit of Grace, and the Gifts ef Grace, but 
can{t not pray for fupplies fo underftandingly, {en- 
fibly, affectionately, and believingly as thou ought- 
eft, and therefore feareft, fhalt never find an‘ An- 
{wer, or obtain any reviving comfort to thy Soul, 
in the believing, view of Chrift’s Interceffion in Hea- 

“ven. Let me tell thee, defponding Chriltian, thou 
canft not be ‘really poor, ‘and pray in “Faith 5 
~thou canft not perith for want, and have a Jefus in 
“ Heaven interceding for thee, Heb. 7.25. Him the 
Father beareth alwayes, Fob. tt. 42. If the i 
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depended upon thy own Oratory. and Eloquence, 
thy Cafe were fad; but there is one in Heaven that 
is wife, mighty, merciful, omnifcient, who minds 
thy cafe, confiders thy needs, hears thy groans, 
knows thy diftreffes, and ever liveth to make In, 
terceffion for thee. 

Objed?. But, fayes a Soul, How fhall I know that 
Chrift-intercedes for me, rho am not worthy to lye un- 
der bis Table, nor crawl at bis Feet 5 I fear he hath 
greater concernments upon bis Heart than to remem- 
ber me. 

For Refolution in this, look back to Chap. 4. 
where is {hewn for whom Chrift intercedes. He 
prayes for all that believe in him, Fob. 17. 15. 
Art thou one that believeft in Chrift? Haft thou 
chofen him as thy Lord and Righteoufnefs ? And 
is he precious to thy Soul ?. Could’ft thou be con- 
tent to part with all for him ? Pleafures, Profits, 
and Worldly Grandeur, are they nothing, when 
they come in competition with him. Canft thou 
not fay, O! None but Chrift, none but Chrift ; 
Chrift with Poverty, with Difgrace, with Bondage 
and mifery, is far more preferrable than Riches, 
Repute, Liberty, and Mercies without him? -Doft 
thou cenfent to all his terms ? and art thou wil- 
ling, to take up his yoke, and to learn of him? to 
bear his Crofs, and follow him ? to léeave-all, and 
come-to him, and that confiderately, and from thy 
whole Heart ? Doft thou caft and adventure thy 
Soul, and thy All; upon his Ability to fave thee? 
-Believeft thou all that the Scripture reporteth con- 
cerning, him ? his Perfonal Excellencies, and pur- 
chafed Sufficiencies? That he isable and. willing to 
fave all that come; to God. by him, and: will not 
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caft out.any that really come? And in this hope 
ast, thou refolved. to truft thy All upon him, and 
if thou perifh, to perifh at his Feet? Then art thou 
that Soul for whom Chrift intercedes. in Heaven, 
Luke! 10. 42» Lame 3v24. Ifa. 44.5. Efthe 4.16. 
Mark ,9.2:46> | 

Obje&. Bye I cannot pray as I onght, according to 
the Will of God: Alas! hom cold, dead, {piritle{s. are 
imy Prayers ? and will God bear me ? 

Sol. °Tis not for thy name thou art heard, but 
for the Name of Chrift,, as.you have already 
heard, Fob. 14.13. Rom. 8..26,27.. We know not 
what to pray for as we ought. Neither 1 Paul, nor 
you believing Romans, know how. to pray as we 
ought. If thou wanteft words, yet if thou haft 
fighs and groans, thy Prayers are heard through - 
Chrift. ai : 

Again, Thou fayeft. thou,cantt not pray accord= 
ing to the Will of God. 

I Anfw. 1. 1€ thy Prayers are for fuch things as. 
God requires, for things that concern his Glory, 
and the good and Salvation of thy Soul; and for 
’ thefe outward things, as God fees needful for thee: 
If thou prayeft for thefe, as God promifeth them, 
- for Spiritual. bleffings abfolutely, and for others; 
with fubmitfion to his Wifdom and Will 5 if thou 
feckeft thefe onely in the Name of Chrift, and ul- 
- timately for the Glory of Ged ; with all thy Heart, 
and with all thy Strength, thou askeft aright, and 
God will grant thee. ; : 

Secondly, God in his infinite. Grace, through 
Chrifh, accounts thofe things in his People that are 
“mot, as if they were, Rom. 4.17. He judges his 
- People to be what they would be, Rev. 259. Lknow 
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iby Works, and Tribulation, and Poverty, but thou ave 
rich: The Lord judgeth of his People, not fo much 
by their’ Frames, inherent Qualifications, and ex- 
ternal-Performances, but by their real Sincerity, 
and ubfeigned defires, Pfal. 33.9. Thou complain- 
eft thy Prayers be cold, and dead, heartlefs and 
lifelefs, but doth this pleafe thee, or trouble thee? 
Isnot this, the burden of thy Soul? that which 
thou mourneft over, prayelt and: firiveft againft?: 
Doth-no Prayer content thee, but what is fpiritual 
atid fervent, affectionate and upright?) Why, poor’ 
Soul; ‘chear up thy felf; God efteems thy oe. 
fuch, through Chrift, as if they were fo, ALONE 
Thirdly; The Procurement of thy needed Mer: 
ciés, doth not depend upon thy Prayer-frames, or 
the Modes and Meafures of thy Holinefs, but on’ 
the Mediation of Jefus Chrift, Pray, weigh that? 
Scripture, Fok. 14.14, 16. If yor fhall ask, any 
thing in my Name, I will doit. And I will pray 
the Father, ( Any thing.) thati is, any thing you 
abfolutely need; Any thing that4s fit for you to 
ask arid me to give, I will do it. He doth not fay: 
The Modes of your'Prayers, the meafures of your 
Framés‘ and HolinefS fhall do it but if ye ask, 
though with broken’ Language, and troubled Ex. 
preffions, Sighseand Groans, I will doit. You 
have but one-Advocate with the Father, I will! 
word your Requefts,-and perfume them with my 
Incenfe ; not the Excellency of your Duties, but 
the Worthinefs of my Interceffion, thall procure 
your needed Mercies. 
>: Secondly, Here’s Comfort to troubled Believers, 
fch’as are in the! depth of Soul-milery, and cat 
on with the fight of ssi Sinsy guilt of Con 
One 
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Confciences, and Fears of their Condition, that 
go mourning all the day long, forget to eat their. 
Bread, feed on Worm-wood and Gall, refufe 
(with Rachel) to be comforted, becaufe their ‘firlt 
born, their Comforts, firft Love and Holinefs are 
not, Fer. 31. 15. This is the cafe of fome- poor 
Souls from day to day ; they meet with no Con- 
folation, eat Afhes in ftead of Bread, and mingle 
their Tears with their Drink; they go from Ordi- 
nance to Ordinance, and their Fear come and ‘go 
with them; they feel little Change by all they do, 
or enjoy, their Hearts are hard, proud, vain, car- 
nal, unbelieving, hence they fear they are Hypo- 
crites, and fhall be caft away to all Eternity. 

Now here’s Comfort to fuch from Chrifts Inter- 
ceffion in Heaven, he is there pleading thy caufe; 
and, prefling after thy cure; thou haft provoked 
God, but hé is appeafing his Wrath, 1 Fobn. 2. 
1. 2. Thou art angring God every day, but he is 
always pleafing him for thee; thou art making 
Breaches upon the Law of God, and he is there 
clofing, up thofe Breaches by his Blood and Inter- 
celfion; thou art bufie making wounds upon the 
Glory of the Father, and Chrift is there prefenting, 
the deep Galhes, and bloody. Stroaks his Juftice 
dJaid upon him for thofé very Sins : when God. is 
refolv’d to be aveng?d for thy Backflidings, Chritt 
is then difcovering his conftant Obedience, and 
upright Faithfulnefs for thee, he pleads with the 
Father thus, Father, fhall thy Anger burn for ever, 
and thy Vengeance always wax hot againft this Sout, 
Dy Child? Remember what I have borne for bim, 
I have already fuffered for his Sin, and given a plenavy 
— Satisfaction ta the Demands of Fuftice, and wilt 
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thom charge it on him? Father, let bis: Sins be on me; 
as David, 2 Sam. 24. 17. Lettby band I pray thee,” 
be againft me, thefe Sheep what have they done ? Tis 
Lam thei Surety, and in thy Account the Offender 3 
T have anfwered for their Offences, ad: difcharged 
their Debts, why. wilt thou purfuethemin thy An- 
ger? Holy Father, in Fuftice {pare) thefe Offenders 
behold them in my Blood, and cloathed with my Righ- 
teoufnefs; Obedience, and Safferings °tis true, their 
Natures are vile, but mine is boly, and they are Mem- 
bers of my Flelh and of my Bones, they are difeafed 
but I have uidertaken their Cure, and will prefent them 
to thee without Spot and Wrinkle. And this Inter- 
ceflion of Chrift hall certainly prevail with God 
for thee, that thy Iniquities may be pardoned and 
thy Sins remembred no more, Heb. 8. 12. All that 
_ promis d in the new Covenant, Chrift inier- 
.. cedes for in Heaven; for he is the Angel of the 
Covenant Mul. 3, 1. The Mediator of the new Co- 
venant, Heb. 9. 15. But the Forgivenefs of Belie- 
vers Sins, is part of the new Covenant, Fer 3 1634. 
Mich.7. 18. where God forgives one Sin he for- 
gives them all, Fer. 33.8. I will cleanfe them from - 
-, all their Iniquities, @ce He will pardon not only 
*” Sins before, but after Grace; not only fimall but 
great Sins, P/al, 25.11. Not only Sins that have 
been once, but often committed, Fer. 3. 22. Return 
ye back-fliding Children, and I will heal your Back-fli- 
dings. He doth not fay once or twiee, but let 
their Back-{lidings be never fo great and many up- 
on their Return God. will pardon them 5 nay 
though aay be as Scarlet, and as. red as Crimfon, 
Lay Te 19, ; gas 5 
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Object. I did once hope that God had pardon’d all 
my Sins, but now I fear it, becaufe I have back-fliden 
after Mercy, and wallowed in Sin after wafhing, and 
God threatens be will not forgive fuch, Fer. 14.10. 
chap. 5. 7+ 

Sol. 1. The Reafon why God would not par- 
don their Sin, was not becaufe they were too 
great for Pardon, but becaufe they would not re- 
turn, Fer. 15.7 I will deftroy my People, becanfe 
they return not from their Ways, Fer. 23.14. The 
Lord promifeth to fuch as have gone atfide 
from his Ordinances, even from their Youth, that 
if they will return to him, he will return to them, 
Mai. 3. 7. Fer. 4. 1. . 


Secondly, If God will pardon all: their Sins,” 


then he will pardon their Relapfes after Mercy, 
be they never fo great, upon their returning to 
him 3 God {peaks indefinitely, I will cleanfe them 
from all Iniquity, Fer..33. 8. 

Thirdly, If God will pardon their Sins before 
Grace, much more thofe after Grace 5 if he will 
forgive them when Enemies, then much more be- 
ing reconciled; the Apoftle ufeth the fame Ar- 
gument, Rom. 5. 8. 9. 

Fourthly, If there be no Condemnation to therh 
that are in Chrift Jefus, then God will furely par- 
don all their Sing, that ever they commit: for 
there is never a Sin, but will condemn the Soul if 
it be-not pardoned 5 but the Soul that is in Chrift, 
i$ never, Nonot one Minute of time in a condemii- 
ed State, Rom. 8. 1. 

Fifthly, If the Lord Jefus hah fatisfi’d for all 
the Sins of Relievers, then they hall furely be for- 
given 5 otherwife, God would be argu’d‘of Injn- 
ere tie 14 itice 
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ftice, and Chrift would fhed his blood in vain: 
but the Lord Jefus hath {atished divine Juftice to the 
full, for the Sins of all his People; J/a. 53.5. 6. — 
The. évziavzpc or Ranfome, 1 Tim 2.6. paid by 
Chrift, was a full and fufficient price, and there- 
fore his Satisfaction is compleat for all their Sins : 
if this were not fo, he could not have cleans’d 
«them from all Sin, but he cleanseth theth from all 
Sin, 1 Fob. 1.7. Chrift could not have: faved them 
to theuttermoft that come to God by him,were his 
Satisfaction imperfect,but this he doth, Heb. 7. 25. 

Lafily, If the ‘Lordi thould not pardon all the 
Sins of his People, he would be unjuft and unfaith- 
ful, 1 Fob. 1. 9. but that he cannot be, Zeph. 3..5,. 
He will not do Iniquity, he is the faithful one that 
cannot deceive or be. deceiv’d, Tfa..45. 21. Let 
God be true, and every man a Lyar, : 

Thirdly, Here’s Comfort to Believers,that are de- 
jected in the fenfe of their firong Corruptions,and 
unfubdued Lufts ; The Body of Death in fome doth 
gmake them doubt the truth of Grace, and fillstheir 
Lives with Bitternefs and Terrours: The badnefs. 
of their Hearts, and vilenefs of their Natures, 
makes fome conclude their final Ruuine 5 But here’s 
Coimfort to fuch. 

Firftly, In that it hath been and. is the cafe of 
the deareft Children of God,, their Corruptions, 
like the Sons of Zerviab, have been too hard for 
them. Abraham accounts himfelf Dut and Afhes, . 
Gen, 18.274 fob cries out I am vile, Fob. 40. 4. 
David {ays, Mine Iniquities are gone over my bead, 
asa Burden too beavy to bear, Pfal. 38.4. Ifaiah, 
from a reflex View of God’s Glory, concludes he 
was undone becaufe a man of unclean Lips, Jf. 6, 
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4,5. And the Church, Ifaiah 64. 6. profefs they 


were as an unclean thing.. Paul.an ele& Veffel, a 
man of fingular Revelations, yet laments that in 
him dwelt no good thing, Rom.7. 18. That he 
was carnal and fold under Sin, ver. 14. and-when 
he would do good evil was prefent with him, 
ver, 21. 

Secondly, Here’s Comfort, that their Corrup- 
tions in them fhall not break their Covenant Rela- 
tion to God, P/z/. 89. 30. to 35. There can be no 
Forfeiture of this Promife, I mill be their God, and 
they (hall be my People. Thy Lye cannot make God 
untrue, Rom. 3.3.4. Thy evil Eye cannot make 
his Eye evil too, Matth. 20. 15. Thy) wicked 

Thoughts cannot alter his gracious Thoughts, I/z. 
55+ 8. 9. Thy invincible Corruptions cannot over- 
come his Mercies, nor the Enmity of thy Nature 
make God thy Enemy. , 

Thirdly, Chrift is employed in Heaven about this’ 
very Work of fubduing thine Iniquities, he inter- 
cedes ever,and why? That this People might be fan- 
tied by the Truth, 7ob.17. 17. That they might 
have more Grace, and the»Spiit given out to 
mortifie their Corruptions; he reigns in Heaven 
on purpofe to bring down his and their Enemies, 
4 Cor. 1§. 25. He carries on the work of Redemp- 
tion in Heaven, and what is that but to {et his 
People free indeed: he hath an affured care now in 
- Glory to fulfil his Promifes, one-of which is that 
Iniquity fhall be fubdued, Mic. 7. 18. Romans: 
6. 14. : 

Fourthly, Chrift’s promife to the Father, is {¢- 
curity for the Deftrution of thy Sin, he is enga- 
ged to.prefent: his, people compleat to the set 
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Eph. 5.27. and to keep them unblameable to his 
heavenly Kingdom, 1 Thef. 5. 23. 

Fifthly, His Glory and Pleafureds concerned in 
the Death of thy Corruptions, Ifa. 53. 10. The 
Pleafure of the Lord fhall profper in bis band. What 
is this Pleafure of the Lord? It is the Redemption 
of his People from the Tyranny of Sin, and the 
Slavery of Satan, into the glorious Liberty of the 
firft born of Glory, 2 Thef. 1. 11,12. 

Laftly, Grace is of a prevailing Nature, and 
mutt deftroy thy Lufis at laft, and the Spirit of 
Grace is in his people, Mat. 12. 20. the Intereft 
of Sin and Sinners cannot always fiand before the 
Intereft of God and his people, Ejther 6. 13. ~ 

Fourthly, Here’s Comfort to tempted Believers, 
fuch as are always dogged with tilthy and fright 
ing Temptations, reftlefsly haunted with vile and 
blafphemous Thoughts, and miferably buffeted 
with dreadful and dangerous Suggeftions: ifChrift 
be interceding in Heaven, then furely he will one 
day-or other, put an end toall thy Temptations, 
and in the mean time over-rule them, that they | 
fhall not prevail over thee, 1 Cor. 10.13. Heb. 2, 
19. For in that he himfelf hath fuffered, being tempt- 
ed, he is able to fuccour thofe that are tempted. Chritt 
is amerciful High-prieft, and wants neither Know- 
ledge, Bowels or Ability, which might render him 
capable to relieve the tempted 5 he hath the tempt- 
ing Serpent, the roaring Lion in Chains, and will 
mercifully {ay to that proud one, comefo far, and 
no farther. 

Fifthly, Here’s Comfort to Gods people unde 
_ their AffiGtions and Sufferings in the World, or by 

the World; if Chrift be interceding in Heaven for 
them, . 
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them, then furely he will mot leave them comfort- 
lefs in their Sufferings for him, Job. 14.8. chap, 
16,32. 33. Then Tribulation, nor Perfecution, 
nor any thing elfe can feparate them from: the 
Love of God in Chrift, Rom. 8. 35. He that is 
for them is ftronger than all that. are againk 
them, aerf: 31. He will be with them in. the Fire 
and inthe Water, Ifa. 43. 2. Chrift is never fweet- 
er than when.the World is moft bitter to a Child 
of God ; Afflictions can but. file away the Rutt 
and {coure away the Filth, it cannot diminith the, 
Grace, nor injure the State of thofe that are inter- 
efted in Chrift’s Mediation ; Chrift’s Cordials are 
never better, than when his people are moft faint 
and languifhing : Chrift in Heaven, laughs at the 
vain hopes of his Enemies, and will dah all their 
Attempts againft himfelf and Intereft in pieces, 
Pal. 2. 4, 9. He will ftrengthen his tyred, diftref- 
fed Servants under Sufferings, I/a.42. 19. 2 Cor. 
12.9. His Arm is made bare, his Power difplay’d 
and his Strength made perfect in their Weaknefles, 
Pfal. 27.14. This may be the Trouble and. deje- 
ting Fears of fome, how they thall hold out in 
times of Tryal. Iam afraid (fays one) I fhall ne- 
ver bare Reproaches, Hatred, Bonds, Lofs of 
Goods, and death for Chrilt, with a magnanimous 
_ and Gofpel Spirit: Why Soul? It thall be given 
thee in that hour not only to believe, but to {uffer 
for Chrift, Phil. 1.29. The Fury of the Adverfary 
fhall not terrifie you, nor their rampent Rage de- 
ject your Courage. Ifa. 35. 4. . 

Sixthly, Here’s Comfort to fuch as are Mourn- 
ers for Sion, and grieve at the Afflictions of God’s 
People: That lament to fee Chrift’s Interefton 

Foot 
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foot, and the Wicked on horfe-back, Tran{greffors 
to profper, and the Godly afflicted, that weep to 
behold Divine Providences thwarting his Promifes. 
The Lord hath promifed, that to Chrilt fhall eve- 
sy Knee bow, and. every Tongue confefs. Men 
read. of glorious things fpoken of Sion but when 
they look ‘to the Intereft of God, they {ee nothing 
- but matter of trouble and grief. They look to the 
Earth, and behold Darknefs artd Confufions; they 
look to the Church.of Chrift, and lo, Decayes and 
Dyings : Now this breeds trouble to the Friends 
of Chriff, ‘to fee things run counter, and: crofs to 
expectation and. promife: yet here is Comfort 
from the Interceffion of Chrift on this account. For, 
Fist, The Lord Jefus fits at Helm, he is upon 
the Throne, and reigns as King for ever and this 
hath been the Faithful’s Refuge and Support in 
the worft of Times, P/al. 10. 2.4. 16).Pfa.29.10. 
The Lord: Jefus hath the Government of Nations, 
as well as:of Sion, on his fhoulders; I/a.9..6. Eph. 
a.22. He rules over all, Pal. 103. 19%: His King- 
eon ruleth over all...Men and'Devils.cannot wrett 
the Scepter out of his hands: In fpight of all he - 
is King of Sion, Pfal. 2.:6. and his Government 
‘is maintained in-all the Confutions that are on the 
Earth 5 and if fo, there:is no. caufe for the People 
cf Chrift to be dejected. » Fear-not, ( Laid Cefar to 
his Mariners ina Storm) Cefar is heres Why are ye 
- fo fearful, ( {aid Chrift to shis- Difciples, when 
trembling at their Dangers in a boyfterous Storm) 
O ye of little Faith, Matth,8. 26. That Veflel can- 
not mifcarry that: hath .Chrift! at‘ Hdim; sand if it 
could ( faid Luther) mallem ruere cum Chrifto 
Guam regnare.cum Cafare.. 1 had rather perifh with 
Chrift than reign with Ce/ar. | -»~ $e- 


~ 
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- Secondly, His Paths are inthe deep waters, 
Pfal. 77. 19+ Thy way is inthe Sea, thy paths are in 
the deep waters, and thy foot-fteps. are not known, 
The Pfalmift alludes to that Providence of God in- 
leading J/rael through the red Seas when Deaths 
were on every hand, God walked on. thofe Wa-. 
ters, and made a way through them for his Peo- 
ple. So Nab.01.3+ The Lord hath bis way inthe 
Whirlwind, and in the Storm and the Clouds ‘are 
the duft of bis Feet. Thole ways that men-cannot, 
ftiand up in, are Gods ufual, walks, in which he- 
leads ‘on his ‘Work and Intereft. His wayes are: 
above our wayes, and, In the Mount will the. Lord 
be feen, Gen. 22.14. His Providences, Ezek. 14,166 
are like a Wheel in.the middle of a wheel, and a 
skain of Silk ftrangely entangled. When Ifrael was, 
come near the Borders of the promifed Land, they. 
muft be* turned: back again into the Wildernefs, 
and wander. up and down forty years in the De- 
farts: When» Sion’s Mercies were come tothe 
Birth, they prov’d Abortives Strange indeed. is the 
Womb of Divine Providence, and feemingly con- 
tradiGtory to Humane Reafon. © in 
Thirdly, No crofs Providences can hinder Chrift’s 


Work in the World: He hath purpofed, and’ wilk 


perform it. Combinations of men, Pfal.2.1,2. 
the Gates of Hell, Mzith. 16. 18. and the Powers 
of this World can no more impede the Succefs of 
Chrif’s Work, than the Barking of Dogs can hin- 
der the Moon’s paflage to its Journey end, J/a. 
43.13. I will work, and who hall let it ? Who rare 
thou, O great Mountain, before Zerubbabel ? thou fhale 
become a plain, Zach. 4.7. He taketh up the Iflesasa 
very flender thing, Wa. 49.15. The Lord brings in 
tt ee j his 
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his mightinefs here, to comfort If/rael under Dit- 
couragements, by reafon of Difficulties in the way 
of their Mercy. Comfort ye my People, faith the Lord, 
ver. 1. Tell her her warfare is accomplifbed, ver. 2. 
The glory of the Lord (hall be revealed, ver. 5. O Fe- 
rufalem, that bringeft good tidings, lift up thy voice 
with ftrength : Be not afraid of Dangers, preach my 
Word, be undaunted in my Service : Bebold your 
God, ver.9. He will come, and his Reward with 
him, ver. 10. He will feed bis Flock like a Shepherd, 
v.11. He will keep up his Word and Ordinances 
in fpight of all oppofition. Obj. But our Enemies 
are many. Anf. Why, he hath meafured all the 
waters of oppofition in the hollow of his hand, 
verf.12. Obj. But all our wifdom cannot fee hom thefe 
great things fhould be brought about. Ant. Why; 
who hath dire&ted the Spirit of the Lord ? ver. 13. 
He wants not wifdom to accomplifh his Work. 
Obj. But Nations and Iflands combine again{t God's 
Track. Anfw. What if they do ? they are no more 
to'God than the drop of a bucket, and the duft of 
the Balance, ver. 15. Therefore, fear not, he will 
perform his Promifes, and fulfil his Defigns. Quel. 
_ Why, what hath he promifed ? Anfw. Hehath pro- 

* mifed, that the ftone cut out of the Mountain with- 
out hands, fhall become a great Mountain, and 
break in pieces the Image of the Beaft, Dan.2.35,45. 
and that he will fet up the Kingdom of his Son in 
the World, ver. 44. fa. 2. 2. 

He hath promifed Peaceful times to the Church 
of God, when the Sword {hall be turned into Plow- 
fhares, If. 2. 4. I/a.55. 13. Great fhall be the peace 
of thy Children: None (hall burt or deftroy im all God's 
holy Mountain, If 65.25. Ezek. 28.24, fz. 16.08. 
Pfal. 72.9, He 
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He hath promifed times of Light and Know- 
ledge, I/a.i1.9.chap.5 2.8.ch.5 4.13. ch.60.19,20. 

Hehath promifed times of Holinefs, I/z. 60.21. 
ch. 4.3. ch. 3 5.8. Zech. 14.20, 21. 

He hath promifed times of Union, Zech..14..9. 
Leph. 3.9. Ezek, 37+ 19 

He hath promifed times of Joy and Comfort to 
his Intereft, Ifa, 65.13,14+ch. 35. 10. ch.25.8. 

He hath promifed Enlargement to the Church, 
Ta. 2.2. ch. 60.8, 9, 13. 

He hath eerie Stability and Settlement, J/z. 
54-14. ch. 60. 20. 

He hath promifed AGivity and. Livelinefs, I/z. 
26.19. 

Fourthly, As thofe great and glorious things 
.are {poken of Sion, fo they thall certainly be accom- 
plithed in due time, If. 60. 22. Dent. 32.35. The 
- Vifion is but for an appointed time,Hab. 2.3. As the 
‘Things are appointed, fo is the Time, beyond 
which God will not go one moment, Exod. 12. 
41, 42. The felf-fame day; the Fewvifh Doégors 
fay it was mid-day, as foon as one hundred and 


thirty years was out, to an hour, God fulfill’d his 
Promife. 


Laftly, God takes ufually themoft unlikely time 


to fulfill his Promifes: Asin Abraham, when his 
Body was dead, Gen, 18.10, 11. Abrabamiand Sa- 
rab were fenfible of an utter inability and unfitnefs 
in themfelves for fuch a Mercy, yet then was the 
Promife. fulfilled, Gen. 22.14. So Frael. were 
brought out of Egypt, when all things made 
againft it; theix Oppreffions increafed, Exod. 2.23. 

chap. 5.7, 8,19. Pharaoh refolv’d not to let-them 
g0, Exad. 10.27. and Mofes charg’d to fee: his face 


no 
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no inore, on pain of Death, chap. 10.28. When 
Gods time was come to bring Tfrael out of Babylon, 
they were as dry Bones, and faid, Ow hope is loft, 
we are cut off for our parts, Exek. 37. 11, 12. Pfal: 
£26.14. Deut. 32.36. Mic. 4.10. Thou oalt go into 
Babylon, and there (halt thou be ‘deliverad. Before 
that glorious Salvation of the Fems in Shufhan, un- 
der Abafuerus, they were brought under a Sentence 
of Death, the Decree was feal’d,and pofted away, 
the time appointed for: their defiruétion, ‘and no 
potfible ‘hopes left of reverfing it, Ejth. 3.12. to 
the end, compar’d with Chap. e So tmitch: for the 
Ue of Confolation. es, 


“GHAP. VU. 


Gib ting an Ue of Exhortation. $3 ea 
and . aints. 


diator, then, 
Firft, Let perithing Sinners be perfwaded to 
get an Intereft in him: And for ‘Motive herein, 
confider thefe four.or five thingss>! © 
FirftyThe Lord Jefus'will Mediate for, and fave 
none but thofe that are his, Many common Mer- 
cies, Favours, and Boons he beftows’on his Ene- 
mies, but Salvation- -bleffings are’ the’ priviledges 
only of his People, Matth. 1.21, 2 Tim.2. 19, Luke 
3. 68. 
Secondly, Many will lay claim to Chrift, varhio 
te no Intereft in him, Luke 13.25. High il 


T the Lord ete Chritt be Gach’ a Glorious Me- 
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tenders may be fhaken off, Mutb. 7 a2. chap. 25, 12, 
Some ‘that thal! think themfelves| fornething, may be 
found‘nethings forne that fhafl be thought Saints, by 
others; may yet be caft away, 1 Fob. 2.19. As, Hy, 
meneus and Alexander, 1. Tim. 1.20. The Galathians 
and fcatteréd Saints, Gal. reget chap. 3..3.,2)Pet, I, 
20. Rev. 8. 12. Nay ‘the very Eka fhall fad it hard 
to-ftand, ‘Matth<24. 24. 

Thirdly, There is but 4 titnésin' which Chrif may 
be found, ‘Tfas55- 9, Seek ye the Lord while he may be» 
fond sintimating, there is a time in which he will 
Hit, when’ the-door will be fhut, and Chrift, will 
fpeak, knock,” and’call no mores There is but a day 
of Grace, an hour of Salvation, O Sinner be not wile 
too fates? 

Fourthly, ttisa moft dreadful, tremendous thing, 
to leave the World without an tnterett i in Chrilf; to 
be'{ummon’d'to Judgment and have nothing to help 
them, no Mediator to plead for them, no Righteouf- . 
néfs to- cover then, no Duties to accompany thi 
ho Eye to! pity ‘ther, Ife 57+ 12, chap. 30.13. 

5:5. This ts fad indeed, when all Bowels are HAY 
and boundlef$ Miferies to be undergone. 

Fifthly,: Of-all perithing Sinners, fuch as perith 
cial? the Gofpel, have the moft dreadful Miferics, 
Matth, 1.21.22, The Heathens and Pagans, Pub- 
licans and Harlots, fhall have a more tolerable place in 
Hell, than fuch as refufe a tender’d Jefus: How thall 
me fee if'we neglect fo great Salvation? Heb. 2. 3. 
O miferable Sinners! ileight not, Salvation tenders, 
defpife not; Gofpel calls, but hatten away to this 
Redeemer. 

Secondly, Let the People of God be exhorted, . 
firft co blefs God for this Mediator, Eph. 1. 3. Chrilt 
Tho K is . 
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is the Fountain of Bleffings, the Anthor re Salvation, 
the Gift of God, and have you n Hofanna’ 5 for the 
Enjoyment of fo rich a perfon? £ ole Ae 9,1 
Secondly, Ply hard the Throne of sGrace, find 
Work for Chrilt, Heb. 4. 15, 16. Let ws come boldly 
é the Throne of Grace, make known yout micquets wi- 
ete Phil. 4. 6. Confider Soul, 
ou havé always need of Mercy; not a Moment 
but you want Supplies from God for Soul and Body : 
_ your Corruptions are, alwayes relilting the Spirit, 
“ Gal.’ 5. 17. never at peace with Grace, but as a Bow 
that is bent, are fill preiling after their former Liber- 
ty, and as Waters. penn’d back, are {triving to force 
their way; therefore Chriltians, you alwayes need 
; the Spirit’s help, and freth Supplies of Grace; your 
Guilt is always encrealing, Fames 3.24 The Righte- 
ous falleth feven times a day, hence daily Sacrifices 
si appointed, becaufe of daily Sins, Heb. 7. 27; 
our Temptations, are continually renewed, 1 Per, 
5. 8. New Tryals are daily falling on,you, new. Dif- 
ficulties are frequently occurring your, Life, new 
Troubles and Afllictions are conttantly betiding you. 
This is God’s appointed way, in which he will 
give out Mercy, Ezek, 36.37- Matth, 7.7. “Tis true, | 
{ometimes God hears before we ask, but yet prevent- © 
ing Mercy doth not excufe from Duty, and we have 
no ground to expect Mercy out of the way of Duty. 
You are invetied with a holy Priett-hood, ‘on pur- 
pofe thar you may be much employed in this W ork, 
t Pet. 2.5. Your Work and Offices lies in this, to 
offer up daily Sacrifices to God by Chrift. 
ake Lord Jefus waits in Heaven to receive your 
Prayers, ’tis his Bufine!s and work ia Glory, to pur- 
fue your Advantages, and therefore he ; ae to 
car 
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hear from you,9.Heb.24. As an, Agent that expects to 
hear from his Clyent, and-receive Intimation about 
his Condition’; as a Friend in a forreign Country, 
that is hearkning for Letters from his Friend; Chrift 
in Heaven defires to hear from his People on Earth 5 
- not that he is ignorant ‘of them, or neéds to be put 
in Remembrance,but this way ‘are his Gracts in them 
exercifed, their Love and Duty maintain’d,; and him- 
{elf glorified, Tf2.30. 18. Lherefire will the Lord wait 
that be may be gracious. In the Original itis, he longs 
and as it were, greedily and enlargedly defirés'an Oc- 
cafion to be gracious; he waits in Heaven’ to bé put 
in Rerhembrance to do his People good. 

This way is their bleffed: Intercourfe maintained 
betwixt ‘Chrift in Heaven, and Believers on Earth, 
by this Chrift hears from them on Earth, and they 
from him in Heaven, Cant. 2.14. chap. 8: 13, 14. 
Thou that dwelleft in the Gardens, the Companions beark- 
en to thy Voice, caufe me to bear it : *Tis, in the Origi- 
nal, Caufe to bear me, which occafions a twofold 
reading. Firlt, Caufe me to be beard, they are Chritts 
, Words to his Spoufe, Let me be the Subjedt of thy Dif- 
courfe £0 others. Secondly, Caufe me to bear it, that 
is, let me be fpoken to, let me hear thy Voice in 
Prayer, as a man defires to hear from his Wife, wher 
abfent; ahd in the next verf. She eccho’s back the 
fame Requeft to Chrift, that he would haften his Re- 
turn to her, that fhe might have his Company alfo: 
by Prayer Chrift and Believers have {weet Intercourfe 
with each’ other, Cant. 1.7, 8. chap. 2. 5.8. . 

_ The Lord Jefus is wonderfully delighted to heat © 
from his People, Cant. 2. 14. chap. 4. 11. chap. 6. 13. 
Return, Return, O Shulamite, &c. This word Shula- . 
mite comes either from Solomon, and {o her Husbands 
K 2 nam¢ 
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Yameisnamed,on her, .or from Salem, Peace, which 
1s Ferufalem, thewing her Defcent to be from Ferufz-. 
lem aboves -hence Chrift; delires het Company be- 
caulelit was. pleafure.to him tolook upon her, her. 
Countenance was as two Armies, it is in the Origi- 
 nal,, Mahanaim, the, tame, word that Facob puts on. , 
_ the place where God met.him; Gen. 32. 2.2. As if- 
Chrift fhould fay, thy Sight: is Angelical to me, tho. 
thou.art impure in thy felt; yet thou art fair in mine, 
*?Tis a.mighty thriving, way : there’s no fuch courfe 
can be taken to grow, rich apace in divine Treafures 3. 
Prayer is the Key that opens Chrilt Treafary, and 
fetches out.the Riches of Heaven, becaufe fuch may 
have of God what. they will, Fob. 15.7. God is al- 
ways giving where gracious Souls are rightly asking, ° 
Ged’s-readinefs to,give {hould be an, Argument Xa 
ways tocrave: as Sir Walter Raleigh when Q. Eliz. 
ask’d him, when he would lcave off beging, anfwer- 
ed, when your Majelty leaves off giving. _ 
_o Thirdly, Traft to an interctding Jefus, expe all 
your Mercies from him, P/a/. 5.3. In the Morning I 
sill. dire? my Prayer to thee, and look up; the Arabick, 
and.fome other Verhons have it, I wild prepare or ftand 
before. bim, and he will fee me, But this agrees not 
with the Original, where *tis, I will order or difpofe 
my Praycr, as a General doth his Army, and will 
look out as aman: that watches on a Tower, to fee 
what I can efpy and what Anfwer he willgive. By, - 
a Metonomy, it fignifies to expect or look for fome 
thing, Matsh, 22. 216 In ‘his Name (ball, the Gentiles 
irujt.. The Lord Jefus is the fure and certain Obje& 
ofa B-licvers Trutts O Chriftians! is Chritt entred 
into Heaven, there, to appear for his People? O phan 
co ee Ge 
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be is sae and it (hall be wel wih. u ete 


Condition,becaife Chrift intercedeth for you, Now 
ftrengthen your Dependance on Chriit. Contider, 


ue i iF 


His Engagement to the Father to become ‘your 


Advocate,Heb.10.9. Fb. 6.39. His Promife to Bclic- 


vers to purtue their Caufe in Heaven, Fob. 14. 16. And 


his full Accomplithments with whatever is needful to 
compleat this Work... He is infinitely wife, and. 
knows how to manage your Concerns and profper, 
Col. 2. 3. He hath Skill and Counfe] to, finifh his 
Affairs with Diferetion 5, he knows your Cafes better 
thati your felyes, and what, Arguments to plead ‘fo as 
to prevail, P/al. 103.14. Fob. 2. 24225, Pfal. 31.7. 
Heb.4. 13. Ifie40. 27. 28. He is active and I:bori- 
ous; and quick at Work, as well a5 in Wildom. 
Ifa. 11. 3. He is-ftill unwearied 7 in his Bufinels, and, 
his Spiri¢ never fails, Ifa. 42. 4. His Eyes. realivays 
open, he never flumbers or fleeps, Pfil. (204.1 J “ile 
8.29. Ha. 27,.3.. He lofeth no. tinte, ‘hie t ‘takes’ the 
fittelt Occafion ‘to perfect his Detigns, 1 Pei 5.62 He’ 


is faithful in: his Qodertakings, aid one whom you . 


nay, gontide, Ticy. .24 X97. His name is faithful, Reds 
19. 1¥. He is dtiniporent atid’ powerful to. fi Lil his 
Pleafure, Heb. 7.25. The, Almighty one who. ciu 
prevail. with the Father, and’ is one with him, Jor. 
11. 42. chap, 10, 30. Con! ider. ir Incerett in his 
Rs ee they aré hisown, Foba 13.1. They are his 

ed, Treafures’ Jewels, Members, and Sheep, Fob, 
10. 34 They are his Spoufe, and’ thercfore he cannot 


forget ‘or neglect. their Concerns, Ephefi. ian §- 2G, *f 
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Think on his Concernments in all the Affairs of 
his Intereft; by vertue of that Union betwixt Chrift 
and his People, he becomes a tharer with them in all 
their Conditions, their Mercies are his Delight, Pfa/, 
35+ 27+ and their Affliions are his Trouble, I/a, 
63.9. He fympathizeth with them as the head with 
the Members, and the Husband with the Spoufe; their 
lofs is his Lofs, and their Gain he reckons as his In- 
tereft, Should Saints and. their Concernments mif- 
carry at laft, Chrift himfelf would be a certain and 
- eternal Loofer : he would loofe his Blood, and _pur- 
chafe, his Obedience and. Sufferings. or 

Lafily, Contider, Chritts Glory confifts in the 
Good. and Salvation of Believers, 2 Thef. 1. 12. His 
Glory is wrapt up in their Glory, and his Life in their 
Life, Fab. 14. 19, 2 Cor, 8.23, Fob tJ. 10, 
' Fourthly, acknowledge the Intercelfion of Chrilt 
to be the procuring Caufe of all your Mercies 3 in eve- 
zy Reception of Mercy fee an Interceding Jefus, and 
fay Lord, ’tis thy Mediation I owe Rates NN 
Priviledges, and Prayer-returns unto, Luke 22. 32. 
Pfal. 115. 1. Pro. 3. 6. In all thy ways acknowledge - 
bim. This is to pay Tribute to Chrift in'Heaven, and 
advance the Glory of the bleffed Mediator 3 thisis gi- 
ving, Chrift his Duc, Rom, 13.7. and a facrificing to 
God and not to your Dreg 3 as it is Chrift in Beleliev- 
ers is the Hope of Glory, fo it is Chrift in Heaven is 
the Hope and Procurer of Mercy, ay 4 

Fifthly, If Chrift be your Advocate in Heaven, 
then follow his Inftrudtions on Earth, Matth. 17.5, 
He that commits his Caufe to another, commits him- 
{clf to his Counfel alfo to be guided by him in every 
thing, that might conduce to his SuccefS in it; 
Chrit?’s work in Heaven is to order and Sa his 
; : * > BCOe. 
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- People on Earth, and therefore’ he ‘is’ the Law-giver, 
and King as well as Saviour, Ifa, 33.226 Fam’ 4i12» 
and the Dutyvof all. Chrift’s "Clyents on’ Earth; is’ to 
live by his Prefcription and Order given chem 3 and 
therefore *tis faid, Numb. 21. 18. The Priviced® digged 
the Well, even the ‘Nobles of the People, digged it by'the 
_ Direétion of the Law-giver. This is fpoken of that fa- 
mous Well ‘Beer-Elim: that is, ‘the Wal of: the 
mighty ones, that God gave J/rael in the Wildernefst 

it was alone the Gift of God, zerfé'16. 1 will ‘give 
them Waters, yet they muft dig for it, as hetes-and 
that according to Prefeription, as Mofes ‘gave them 
from: the Lord’: This well was a Figure of Chrift, 
as the Hebrews ithemfelves, in their Midrafh' Kebeleth 
do acknowledge, m (fay they)’ The firft Redeeincr canfed 
‘a Well to pring ‘up, fo the lat Redeemer [hall éaufe Wa 
ters to fring ups as °tis faid, Feel 3. 18.4 Fountain 
fhall come forth from the Houife' ‘of the Lord, and (Ball 
water the Valley’ of Shittim § which lignified the Gra- 
ces of the Spirit; that Well “of Water fpringing up 
to Life eternal; Fob 4.14. °° « 

Sixthly,: Becoine’- Advocates ks Chrift'on Earth, 
confels hisSiame:Rom. 14074. chape 15.9. Phils 2611. 
Plead. his’ cae: before: mens Hif. 2.2. Plead mith 
your Mother, This is {poken'to the pidus'in Fhael' (as 
“Fonathas Caldeus, Ferom, and Others conceive) who 
ave the men} and the wholé Houle of I/rael' their 
Mother, and. ‘their pious Children’ mult plead, that 
isy-expoftalate; reafon, ‘and coitend with her ‘for 
God to bring her to the Senfe' of her Sin and Danger 3 
the Lord Jelus underwent’all dangers ‘in owning 
your Caufe, fo fhould you in his: he al ways inter- 
cedes for you, fo fhould you for him in Word and 
Aer 3 your Lives and Lips thould plead’ for him: He 
. K 4 ‘pleads 
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He pleads: effectually for you, fo fhould, yéudakour to 
be.as.fuccefsful-as: you may for him, Fobeg.2p. and 
in order «0. the said of this lipoma: Dury, 
confiders/) ;. inland ei at avil 
\-4 That; hes fiaitable, ualifications| of | ah Aatocate 
multibe acquired, you muti gec Wifdom,.to inom 
Chuift)and the things ot his Will, Kingdom, and 
Glory, you are. nop ilikely to do rmudh [Se¥Vice to 
Chrifts Incerett, if you dre ignosaiir and Rpcrenie 

with his Laws and Cynceynn. ents, Mics6o!8. Cols Te 
9510 2 Pets, 3418s) May the 1 Ov 16% VP hibsots o.. Eph 
1.17. You uit bg ative and ‘vigorous:for God; 
Rom. 42.5 b1. SJochfal.§ Spitirs are noc -lixe to-bé much 
ferviceables Frov, 276/154 Ecclif. Qi Becebaps 94/1 0s 
Heb. 6. 11) 12, Your uli, bz faichtuly sland. have, 
Truth in, the inner\, parts, | eve) QetOeGors4bl2y 
Lukgd% 42.2 “You matt | labour after: Potency, and 
Misbrinefs «hough Ghriit, that! you, may, prevail far 
hig) Bhe.i4.1361 Chnde 2 24.4300 Cory hGe 13., Now, 


ei the way. co get this Strength for Chritiici by, Kaish 


to live Gu him, Eph. 6. 10.8; Ti ak Lige19i9 Ail oF 
»You mult make a thorough and open Profeth on of 
him, and. of all, his Truth. 17am. becky, res 
Heb.. 44. ad 2 Cor. Che et -profelS hing) aty all! tiimes,! 
Matth,. 10.3 2. profels him, openly, bade arg 
and baldlius e did the Apotlles. § sys > Wha Dita der no 
. You mutt patiently, perfevere under alleSt fcsings. 
fos him, Adis 21. 1362) -Lim.-2..10% Heb. ee b aritoM 
You mut {peak.well for-Chrittar ab an iia 
T1619. Caitie 5-100 \L) Pete. 2s 9ei5 oy roel 
. You amutt Jive out his Glory, Mab. 4 1. Phil 
2. 15. 2,Gere9. 13. 
+ Thus have we done with | the Applicatory, part 7 
this Point, jand cifpacch’ d the wonderful: Riches of) 
Chrift.asto his perfonal Union. ‘CHAP. 
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0 ening fomewhat of the {weet Difoft yons 0 
eine. viz. His Goodnef{s, Love, and o 
Riches iret as to the fend, Fruits, and . 
waa of it. 


Am now come-to the Ried savbeiclae eehevens 
weilhallimakela Difcovery of the Riches of Chrift, 
"vas they confittin his-excellent and {weet' Difpofi- 
tions as Mediator, with thofe precious Graces and 
Endowments in! hin: which will much illuftrate the 
perfonal Riches of Chrift, and be of wonderful’ En: 
couragementiboth to Saints’and Sinners,‘ to think 
better of mi and to hatterwatter a Dependance on 
bmn, 

\Now the firth éching we {hall treat of, is the good 
otf of his Niture: He is Goodnels it (elf, Pfal. 3458. 
O raft and fee that the Lord is goad + This Pfalm was 
perin’d by David! when he was'driven from ‘Achifh, 
and.was in fore din} er. of his Lifes in. this Conditi- 
on, jhe feeks the Loy and found help, by reafoh of 
the Goodnefs of God, that is, God in Chrifts-in- 
deed there: is|Creation-Guodnefs, and providential- 
Goodnefs, +b ais choicett is his Redemption-good-+ 
nefs, that Goodnefs»which he. Jetsout to poor Siniiers 
im a Mediatoy. Thus is Jefus Chritt. the Gift ‘of his 
beit Love, BT is qualifiedsand difpofed to commend: 
the dbtinite Goodnefs of God to: perifhing ‘Sirmers:: 
his) Goodnefs is great, Zac. 9. 1:7. called ‘the Riches 
of his Goodnefs,: Rom. 2. 4... Now this goodnefs of 
Sct eee 

Fist, 
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Firft, In it’s Extenfivenefs, he is good to all, 
Mans goodnefs is contracted and narrow, its greateft 
Proportion reacheth but a few, none but Friends, 
Relations, and fuch as may oblige or requite them, 
are ufually Sharers in it; but the Be of Chrilt 
is immenfe, it reacheth to all the work of his hands; 
Pal. 145.9. The Lordis good to all, by him all things 
confit, Col. 1. 17. He upholdeth all things by the word 
of bis Power, Heb. 1. 3. The very vileft, and moft un- 
worthy, Grace-abufing Soul havefome kind of hate 
in Chrifts Goodnefs 5 he, upholds his very Enemies, 
and maintains the Being and Enjoyment of fuch as 
oppofe him. iordba eetwit 

Secondly, In it’s Invinciblenefs 3, allthe Provocati- 
ons of his’ Enemies cannot impedeiit’s detigned cur- 
rent, he is refolved they fhall have a fhare imhis Mer- 
cy, though they oppofe their own Mercies 5 nay all 
the Unkindnefs of his people cannot conquer it, nor 
many, Waters quench it; He maketh ‘his Sun to. {bine 
upon the good and bad, Math. 5. 45.:10s ftrange to 
think-how. rarea portion of Mercy the: wicked have 
in their day 5 +he that cryed Father forgive them they 
know not what they do, e {pare them to 


fee what, they will be. ; 
. . Thirdly, Irs Frecnefs 5 *tis not extragted,{but flows 
out of it’s own Accord, Ifa. 65.24.) Before 

T will.anfwer, &c. It hath no Creaturéme 
woke. ity. Exek. 16.6.1 faid aa te, 
waft in thy Blood, live, when there was #0» 
- attra it, no defires to draw it forth : ma 
nefs,is,no ground for the Communicatio 
Goodnefs, what Lovelynefs had the Epbefians to de- 
ferve it’s liberal Effufions? Eph. 20.1, pa 


; im Fourth: 
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Fourthly, ’tis unwearied, enduring Goodnefs, it 
hath not the Shallownefs of a flender Veffel, which is 
eafily emptyed,but the Unfathomablenefs of the Oce- 
an that can never be exhaufted ; the vaft Expences and 
Communications of it, from the Creation of the 
World to it’s final Deftruction, will not diminifh ig 
one Jota; his Anger indeed hath but a momentary 
Continuance, Pfa/. 30.5. But his Goodnefs enduretia 
for ever, Pfal. 52. 1. 

Fifthly, *Tis Communicative goodnefS, running 
over, flowing down, and liberally diffufing ic {elf 
for the good of others; {0 ’tis defined to be a Vertue 
by which a perfon of his own accord is abundantly 
prone to acts of Benignity: Chrift’s GoodnefS is ma- 
nifeftative, diftributive, and it’s Difpenfations are as 
natural as the irradiating Beams of the Sun. 

Secondly, Another excellent Difpofition in Chrift, 
is his Love, not only his Phylanthropy, or good 
Will he bears to all men, and the Defire he hath of 
their Salvation, Ezek. 33. 11.-But his 2yaqu his {pe- 
cial Love, from aya» valde c rasouat acquiefco, {uch an 
ardent Affection hath the heart of Chrift, for a per- 
fon adhering to him, that it greatly acquicfces in, 
and is fully contented with him, Eph. 2.4: Such. is 
the Sweetnels of Chrif’s Nature, that it is full of , 
Love, God is Love, 1 Fobn 4. 16. And as the Father 
bath loved me, fo have I loved you, Joh. 15.9..Now 
this Love of Chrift to his people, is, = s 

_ Firit, A fupreme Love, the chiefeft: Love, he hath 
a lave of Benevolence to all, Mark 10. 21. He beheld 
the young man and loved him; but the Love he bears 
his own, is tranfcendent, and excéeds the Love of 
men and Angels, fob. 15. 13. 

Secondly, An infinite Love, Love that paffeth all 

2 *  Know- 
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Knowledge, exceedeth all Dimenfions, Eph. 3. 18, 
Chilt’s Love (faith one) hath Length in it, becau 
he loved his Ele&t from Eternity to Eternity ; Oun- 
meafurable Length that hath no end? his Love hathi 
Breadth in it, becaufe not the Jews only, but the 
Gentiles alfo, are fharers in its ’tis extended to the 
whole World, Math. 28. 19. It hath depth in it, 
becaufe it brought him down into the Deeps,not on. 
ly of the Earth, but of unconceivable Sufferings: It 
brought him as low as the Grave, yea to the very 
Borders of Hell, 1/2. 53. 3. It hath height in it, be-’ 
caufe it afcended far above all Heavens, t ehgt he inight 
fil alin all, become, our Advocate thefe, prepare 
us for it, ahd it for us, and at laft takes us up to him- 
felf, that we may behold his Glory. 

Thirdly. An eternal Love, Jer. 31. 3.7 have loved 
theo with an everlafting Love. All Creéature-affeions 
have their Beginning and End, their Rifi ings and 
Settings, but the Love of Chrift is_as him(elf,, ever- 
Jafting, Rev. 1. 13., The tranfiency of his: peoples 
Love, cannot injure its permanency, for. where he 
loves, be loves to thé end, Joh, 13. 1, 

‘Fourthly, An unchangeable aii ‘it hath no Eb. 
bings'and Flowings, Waxings and Waneings, Rifings 
»and Fallings, but isthe fame Yefterday, to Day, and 
for ever, Heb. 13. 8. It knows no Alteration, Additi- 
on, “or Diminution: the Heavens fhall wax old asia 
Garment, and be changed, Heb. 1.” ‘Tr, 12. But 
Chrift and his Love is invariable, Mal. 3. 6.°Tis true, 
the Manifeftations of his Love is mutable, ( he may 
{mile to day,and frown to morrow) but not the natur¢ 
of it; the Cifterns may be dry but not the Fountain. © 

Fifthly, A free Love, ithath no Confideration of 
Creature- merit, fore feen Faith, or perfevering . 

nefsy- 
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nels, Hof: 14. 4. I will heal.their Back-flidings, and love 
them freely. What reafon can be given, that of the 
fame Lump fhould be made one Veffel of Honour,and 
another of Difhonour ; nay that perfons of the moft 
exgnifite Abilities, natural Endowments, unfpotted 
Moralities, and uncontroulable Sovereignty, thould 
be rejected, and left to the hardnefs of their. Heart, 
and the righteous Judgment of God, and that others 
of the meaneft parts, inconfi derable Qualifications, - 
prodigioufly vitious Lives and mifcrable Penury,fhould 
be elected to the higheft Priviledges, received into 
the moft intimate Communion, and made partalee 
of the higheft Glory ? 

. Sixthly, The Spring, and Fountain of all that wee 
that is in Believers to God and one another, Creature- 
affections are, but ftreams deriv’d from. this Ocean, 
Candles lighted at this Sun: We love him becaufebe firft 
loved us, fFohn 4.19. The afcending, Love of Saints 
is a faint Reflection of the defcending Love of Chrift; 
the fame Waters that empty themfelves into the Sea, 
have their Birth from ic. 

- Seventhly, An active love, Creature-affections are 
dull and fluggith, and favour tankly of the Veffel they 
are in, but Chrilt’s are vigorous and laborious 5 a pa- 
rental Love, that fets his Wifdom on defizning, his 
Faithfulnefs on fecuring, and his Power on, accom- 
plithing the chiefelt Concernments, and highelt good « 
of his Children, 

Laftly, a fruitful Love, full of good Works, ’tis 
commended love, Rom. 5. 8. manifelied love, 1 Fobn 
4+ 9s Not love in the Womb, or abortive, but love 
in the Birth: I fhall name fome of it’s Fruits to his’ 
Peoole. - : 

Firft, the giving of himtelt for them, Eph. 5. 25. 

Wha. 
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Who loved me, and gave himfelf for me, Gal. 2.20. This 
is the highelt Teftimony of his Love imaginable, he 
could not have beftowed a better thing; hethat gives 
himfelf, gives all. He gave himfelf to procure a pur- 
chafed Treafure to enrich theni, to deftroy the par- 
tition Wall, and fill up that bottomlefs Gulf, that 
lay in their way to glory : he gave himfelf to difcharge 
their Debts, remove their Guilt, juftifie their Perfons 
fulfil all Righteoufhefs, and make good the new Co- 
venant. . 
Secondly, ‘The opening’ of his heart to them, Fobn 
15.14, 15. TE have called you Friends, for all that I 
have beard of my Father, I have made known unto you : 
_ ©! the wonderful Love and Kindnefs of Chrift to 
his People, that he communicates his Secrets, and 
opens to them the Thoughts of his Heart from all 
Eternity; he Ieads them into his retired Chambers 
and fecret Receffes, and feafts thém liberally with 
hiddety Manna, and excellent Difcoveries of the things 
freely given them of God: Saints cannot afcend up 
into Heaven, and fee the Length Depth, Breadth and 
Height of thofe glorious things God hath prepared 
for them, but they have the Priviledge to wade*deep 
into fanctuary Waters, and the Spirit of Grace is 
freely given them to reveal the Depths of divine Love. 
Thirdly, The Communication of all good things 
to them, Ale will give Grace and Glory, and no good 
thing will be withhold, Pa. 84. 11. Pfal. 34. 10,O 
boundlef$ Love indeed ! he may beftow fome fublu- 
nar Portions om his Enemies, but “his Children only 
fhall have the Inheritanice,they fhall have his Wifdoin 


-. todireét them, his Goodnefs to fupply them,his Pow- 


et to protect them, and his.Spirit to inftruét them, 
. Fob.r6. 13.14. And O what a wonderful Gift 4 
t 
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the Spirit ; he will thew them. their Duty, reprove 
them for their Sin, anfwer their Doubts, clear up 
their Way, and enlighten them in their Darknefs: he 
will open their Hearts, enlarge their Souls, regulate 
their Wills, illuminate: their Minds, and fanétifie their 
Perfons ; he wilh communicate Counfel, reveal: Chrift, 
, difcover their Inheritance, and feal them up to the 

‘day of Redemption. 

Fourthly, His minding and purfuing all their 
Concerns in Heaven, the BufinefS Believers’ have in 
another Country where they cannot come is very 
weighty; they need Receptions of more Grace eve- 
ry day, Strength againft Corruption, Wifdom in 
their Difficulties, Patience in their Sufferings, and 
Faith in their Temptations; now Chrift dothagitate 
their Caufe, becomes their Factor, and difpatches 
their Work, Exod. 28.29. Heb.7. 25. Ifa. 49.15. 16. 

Fifthly, His gracious Prefence with them, Fob. 14. 
18. I will not leave you comfortleff, Heb. 13-5. Fer.322 
40. 2 Cor. 6..16,°He may hide his face for fometime, 
and fufpend: the gracious light of his Countenance : 
he may itand behind the Wall, and ftep-behind the 
Curtain, yet thefe are but momentary, not continual, 
and imaginary, not real." : 

. Sixthly, His bearing, with them, and forbearing of 
them, 1 Cor. 13.7. Charity beareth all things, it can- 
not eafily be overloaded : what grofs Indignities and 
abufive Injuries doth Chrift patiently receive from 
the hands of his People? Amos 2. 13. Pfal. 95. 10. 
 Seventhly, His thinking often and well of them, 
and his being a Friend to their Friends, and an Ene- 
my to their Enemies: where’ a mans Affetions are 
there will his Thoughts be alfo; the Adulterers 
Thoughts are ‘on his Utncleannefs, the wordly man’s 
23 on’ 
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on his Treafures, and the Ambitious on his Honours} 
but Chrift’s are on his People, I/a. 43. 4, They archis 
Hephzibah’s, the delight of his Soul, his Jewels and 
Treafures, Ifz. 62.4. Mal. 3..17. He-elteems their 
Enemies as his, Exod. 23. 29. and favours their 
Friends with peculiar Bletlings, Exod.1. 20.Gem 39.5. 

Eighthly, His being troubled with their Troubles, 
and delighted with their Welfare, Fob. 11. 33.35, 36: 
when the Lord Jefus came to raife Lazarus from the 
dead, and faw Mary weeping, and the’ ews that 
were with her, *tisfaid, He groaned in Spirit, and was. 
troubled: nay when he came to the place where Laz2- 
rus lay, he wept 3 whereupon the Fems faid, Behold 
how he loved bim, and his Heart is the fame now in 
Heaven, Ifa. 63. 9, True love will fiffer in the Try- 
als of it’s Friend, Ads 9.4. hence the’ AffiGions of 
Saints are call’d the Afflictions of Chrift, Gol. 1.24: 
what, Heffer {aid concerning, her people; may be more 
truly fpoken by Chrift, Helter. 8. 6. How can I endure 
to fee the Evil that fall come upen my people. He is 
grieved at the Evil of their Sins or Sufferings,’ Mark 
3..5- Eph. 4. 13. and takes wonderful Pleafure in _ 
their Welfare, Poov. 8..31. no tender parent can more 
earneftly defire the Happine(s, and rejoyce in the Ad- 
vantages of his Children, than Jefus Chrift in his, 
Pfal..147..14. If the Joy of his Ambaffadors doth 
much depend upon the Profperity of the Souls of their 
Auditors,,.3, Epit. Fob. ver..4. Then’ furely himfelf is 
not.altogether unconcern’d.. , Fish i p siels 

Laftly, His preparing a Heaven for them, Fob» 14. 
2, 34 Inimy Fathers Hrfe are many Manfions, I go 10 
prepare.a place for you, &c. The Lord Jelus knows 
_ that his departure from the World with the fad Con- 
fequenccs thereof, would breed great, Trouble in the 
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Hearts of his Difciples; therefore labours to prevent it: 
by telling them of the occafion of his Departure, that 
it was for their fakes, and in their bufinefs} and 
though the World would abufe them when he was 
gone, and ca{t them out of their Houfe and Country, 
yet he tells them, he had a Father in Heaven that 
would receive them, and he was going thither to pre- 
pare a place for them, and there was ftore of room for 
them in Heaven. The word, tranflated Manfion here, 
fignifies, an abiditiz, fixed place. Here you dwell in 
Tabernacles, but in Heaven are places for you, out of 
which you thall never be turned more. Don’t expect 
much. Happinefs in the World, but look to Heaven for 
all your fatisfying Comforts: There’s a Ret for you, 
after all your wearying Duties and Troubles; theré 
are pleafant Habitations, after all your Wildernefs 
Journeyings : There’s a large dwelling-place 3 here 
you are thruft into corners, and may be*have little 
-conveniencies in your Houfes: Here you dwell in 
Strangers; and perhaps, Enemies Houfes, but there 
your dwelling thall be in your Father’s Honfe. ’Tis 
really fo, Ido not flatter you with vain hopes, ot 
feed you with falfe reports: if it were not fo, | would 
have told you. Some might object here, That there 
may be Houfés in Heaven, and yet they in Hell. No 
( fays Chrift ) I go to prepare a place for you; when I 
come to Heaven, I will befpeak a Houfe for you, it 
{hall be your own, your own'proper Right, every one 
of you, and of all my People, fhall havea Houfe of their 
own, and it (hall be Fee fimple, theirs to all Eternity. 
But fome may fay, How fhall we be fure of this, that 
when we dye we (hall have a place in Glory ? Why; 
faith Chrift, As {ure as].go toHeaven, thall you have 
a Manfion there; for, "tis one’end of my going thi- - 
ther; tis part-of my bufinefs there, I go to prepare a 
. L . place 
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place for you. (éromecat ) This word, faith Grotivs, 
notes a Divine Appointment, a place that God allots 
and appoints for you : that you might not think itis 
procured by your own Merit and labours, As if he 
thould fay, you may be fure, my People, you fhall not 
mifs of a place in my Father’s Houfe, becaufe he hath 
given you a houfe in Heaven, and I go to poffe(s it for 
you, and to make it fure: My Father hath given ir, 
and I have purchafed it, and now I gototake it into 
my own hand for you: yea,to fit and fute your Lot in 
Heaven, as may be moft meet for you, and as may bear 
a full proportion to all your Labours, and Sufferings 
forme. And thus the word likewife imports ( faith 
Dr. Preffon.) to fit and fafhion one, as a Veffel is fafhi- 
on’d and fhap’d to its proper Ufe. But Believers may 
urge,’ Lord, how hall we get thither ? the Journey is 
far, the Way we know not;many Dangers lye betwixt 
this and Heaven ; the Prince of the Air, and all the 
Devils of Hell lye betwixt this and Glory ; and how 
fhall we get fafely through all thefe Dangers? Why, 
faith Chrift, I will come again and receive you, when 
T have done your Work in Heaven, when I have dif- 
patched my gathering, and, compleating work on 
Earth, when all my Saints are called and perfected, 
then will I come again, and receive you to my felf; 
I will come and unite your Souls and Bodies together, 
and then will {hew. you the way to Heaven, and lead 
you.into your own habitations there, and as furely 
put you into pofleifion of Glory, .as I am going to 
poffefs itfor my felf; and in the mean time, 1 will 
take care of you in the way, and fend my Spirit to 
guide you, and bear you thorow it, and my Angels, 
when you are at your Journeys end, fhall receive your 
Souls, and bring, them unto me, that where Iam you 
may be alfo, Job. 17.24. Joh 12.26. What pe 
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Love can there be than the Engagements of Chrift’s 
Heart, to get all his Children brought home to Hea- 
ven, that they may be ever with him, and partake of 
his Glory, 1 Cor. 15.22, 23. 


CHAP. X. 


Several Deductions drawn fron the Love of | 
Chrift. 


F the Lord fe be fo full of Love and tender AC 

fection: then, 

Fira, What reafon have Sinners never to be qui- 
et. till the Lord Jefus become their Friend,, till. they 
havean Intereft in his fpecial Love. Alas, poor Souls! 
the common Love of Chrift, though now you fare the 
better for it, will fhortly be at.an end: His Philan- 
thropy, though, precious, yet is but like a Box of Ointe 
ment, whichmay be wafted and confum’d, Mark, 14, 
4, But his. fpecial. Love is like the two Olive Trees, 
Zach. 4. 12, always emptying out it felf through the 
golden Pipes of his Ordinances to his People : Chrift’s 
common Love’ to, Sinners, is likea Land-flood, that 
will be drained :' But his {pecial Love is compar’d to 
a Fountain,a Well of Water that {pringeth up to Life 
Eternal. O then labour after an Intereft in this Love 
of Chrift, that brings Salvation: Put away the Evil — 
of thy doings, hearken to Chrif’s counfel, receive him 
into thy Heart by Faith ; obey his Voice, take him, to 
be thy Lord and-God, and thou fhalt poffefs his love 
too, Pfal. 45. 10. 

Secondly, Then what an abominable thing i is it to ~ 
hate Chrift ? how unexcufable will Sinners. Rent 
ego him be when he One to Judgment, Fer. Es Se) 
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Prov,8.36. All they that bate me love Death, Pfal.2¥. 
85%. Pfal.. 132. 18. Nabt.2.0 0) . 

‘ 3dly.Then why fhould Believers take up ftich hard 
thoughts of Chrift? 1/2.40.27.Why fayeft thou,0 Facob, 
my way is bid from the Lord, and my Fudgment is palfed 
over from my God ? that is, my Condition, my trouble, 
my Soul is out of God’s thoughts : He takes no notice 
of, nor cares what becomes of me : And my Fudgment 5 
that’ is; God’s judging my Caule; his righting and 
helping my oppreffed Soul, is gone from me, or he hath 
laidit afide, he will not help me in my Affliction. This 

was Sion’s' complaint, and hard thoughts of God, and 
this difpleafed him 5 Why fayeft thou,O Facob, &c? 
As if he fhould {ay, what caufe halt thou, O Ifrael, my 
People,’ to entertain fuch harlh. conceptions of my 
Love? ‘what Iniquity haft thou found in me? what 
wrong have I done thee ? Have I not‘born thee from 
the: Womb, ’ and carried thee’ all thé’dayes of old? 
Look back to the Red Sea, and ‘to the’ Wildemefs, who 
cated for thee there? Call to mind the Manna,and the 
Rock, ‘the Bread’ and Water on the Way ;°I fuffered 
none to do thee harm,I delivered thee'out of the hands. 
ofall thy Enemies, and plagued them that injured thee; 
Thus have I been’ thy ‘hélp from thy’ Youth up, and 
why fayelt thou then, my ‘way is hid: from’ the Lord? 
O- Fachb; ‘thou doft ill to cenfure me fo feverely 5 Is 
this the requital of all my love and kindnefs to thee 
hitherto 2 Repent of thefe injurious apprehenfions, 
and put more favourable conftructions on my wayes; 
Gracious ‘Souls have:no reafon to Shtlew. 3s Heart 
of-Chrift, and cenfure him of unkindnefs'and negli-. 
gence : for *tis impoffible he fhould forget his People, 
Tfa.49.95§. He hath paid too dear for them to do fo : 
They have coft his Blood, Eternal Counfels, many 
Troubles, many Wonders, and will he rejetthem af— 
- =» os ha tor 
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ter all? Ono. He hath engraven them on tlie Palms: 
of his hands, where he cannot but fee, and: mult {é-' 
cure their names, I/a. 49. 16. 1 cannot look upon my, 
hands, but I muft remember thee: I fhould forget 
my felf, fhould I forget thee: thou art fet asa Seal 
upon my Heart; and thy Walls are continually before 
me: that is, though thy ProteCtion be :gone fora 
time, and I have left thee to the Will of thine: Ene= 
mies, yet I will redeem and fécure thee, I will taifg 
up thy Walls, and re-eftablifh thy State, for thy 
Walls are before me, though thou feeft them not, 
can and will preferve them; thou art Weak, but»I 
am ftrong, I faint not though thou fainteft, Tam ne- 
ver weary though thou art tyred, and asfure as Ihaye ° 
Strength, I will give it thee; they that wait on =the 
Lord fhall renew their Strength, Ifa. 40. 28. Again, 
you cannot fee the way to get out of your Troubles; 
your Wifdom is non-pluft, but mine is not fo5, There 
ws no fearching of my Underftanding :. O then do not give 
up thy Hopes O. Jacob, or conclude I have forgotten 
thee : He hath promifed he will not caft’ off his: Peo- 
ple, nor leave them comfortlefs, 1 Sam. 12.) 22, 
‘Fob. 14. 18, And be is not as aman that he fhould lye, 
&c. Numb, 23.19. He hath given them his Seal to 
it, 2 Cor. 1. 22. Eph. 4. 30. Nothing can {eparatehis 
love from them, Rom. 8. 35. 38, 39. 
Object. But I am afraid I am none of Chrifts; nor 
have the Spirit, becaufe of the Filthinefs, Obduratenef>, 
and Irregularity of my Heart. : 
Anfiver, \f ever thou hadft the Spirit, thou haftit . . 
Rill, Fobn 4.14. Ifz.'59. 21. Gracious Souls may 
fometimes f{eem to themfelves to be’carnal, and fold 
under Sin, Rom. 7.14. They may no 
thing dwell in them, ver, 18. bu 
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that lye in the Grave, P/al, 88. 5.So Heman thought 
himfelf one free among the dead, whom the Lord 
would remember no more: in the Winter there’s lit- 
tle vifible difference between the living and the dead 
Tree 5 neither is there betwixt a Saint and a Sinner 
in time of Defertion and Temptation: God’s Chil- 
dren may be led captive by Sin, and brought into 
Bondage by their Lufts, Rom. 7. 23. and then ’tis 
hard to fay, how unlike they are to them that ne- 
ver knew God; and therefore Chriftian judge 
not thy felf by thy changeable Frames, if thou 
doft not repent of thy Change, thy leaving thy old 
Courfes and chufing God and Grace, 2 Corinth. 7, 
10. If thou doft not approve of any Sin, or fecretly 
love thy filthy ways, Romans 7. 15. 20. If thy 
Heart be difcontented with thy ftate of back-fliding, 
and longeth after a return to thy refting place, then 
thou art gracious, Fer. 31.18. Pfal. 14. 7. If thou 
doft find a War betwixt thy Members and thy Mind, 
the Law of the Spirit of Life warring againft the Law 
of Sin and Death, thy ftate is good, Rom. 7.21, 22 
23. Gal. 5.17. The Flefh lujteth againft the Spirit,- 
and the Spirit againft the Flefh, and thefe are contrary? 
one to the other, (€atSuve) The word notes a vehe- 
ment and continued Defire, a Defire which is ftill in 
Action, and working till we have it accomplifht,not 
a fudden Motion or momentary Paffion. Look how 
Corruption and Lutt works againft Grace, fo doth 
Grace againft Corruption, for thefe two are contrary, 
(xvrixerrat) the one lays Seige againtt the other, as a 
Souldier in a Trench againit a’ Fort. Now if it be 
{0 with thy Soul, thatylion findeft in it two parties, 
‘oppoling cach other, and doft 
y Will againft Sin, as well 


experience fomething in 


Rees nwa 


\ 


the Onfearchable Riches of Chrift. 151 


as for it, and fomething in thy Affections, an Enemy 
to thy Corruptions as wellas a Friend; if thou long- 
eft-as much for Freedom from Sin as from Hell, and 
thy Heart cannot be at peace whilft the Body of Sin 
remains in thee, then lift up thy head, O Soul, Judg- 
ment fhall be brought forth to Victory, and the top 
{tone fhall in due time be laid with fhouting, Grace, 
Grace! to it. 
Fourthly, Then you that are Chrift’s, take heed 
you abufé not his Love, Rom. 6.15. What then ? Shall 
we fin becaufe we are not under the Law but ander Grace ? 
God forbid. That is, fhall we yield our Souls to the 
Service of Sin, as verf. 16. or give a willing Confent 
to the Commiffion of it? God forbid ; That is, far 
be-it from us, noting it to be a vile and abominable 
thing, to Sin under Grace, and againft Grace 3 this 
is a moft difingenuous thing to abufe love, and requite 
Evil for Good: it is moft unjuft to injure him that 
loveth you, tis a coftly Sin, and will have a bitter 
reckoning at laft, *tis a Spot notorioufly like the Spot 
of Reprobation, Fude, v. 4. But if it may confift with 
Grace, yet it will break your Bones, and {courge you 
foundly e’re God hath done; what did David, Solo- 
mon, and Peter, get by abuling divine Love? : 
Fifthly, Admire Chrift’s love, his love is admira- 
ble pailing Knowledge, you ufe to admire things that 
are {trange, and beyond your reach, but what more 
miraculous and unparellel’d than this, That the Lord 
of Glory who hath Angels at his Service, {hould fet 
his Affections on poor polluted Dutt and Afhes, on 
Fleas and Worms, as Abraham and David acknow- 
ledged themfelves to be, that fo illuftxious a perfon 
as the Lord Jefus {hould:fall im igve with fo deformed 
a picce as man, in whom was neither Beauty nor 
Dig wr, Riches 
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Riches, Vertue nor Honour, and be enamoured of 
him fo greatly, as to take him into his Bofom, and 
a conjugal Relation with himfelfs tis fo ftupendious 
a Miracle, that *tis faid, he thall be admired of all 
that believe when he comes, 2 The 1.10. O Chri- 
{tians gather in all your Valuations from Creatures, 
for your Creator and Redeemer, Ifa. 63. 1. 

Sixthly, Adventure on the Love of Chrift, {wim 
on thefe deep Waters, roll your {elves on thefe divine 
Depths, and confide in his new Covenant love, for 
*tis unchangeable love to the end’; many waters can- 
not quench’ it, Cant. 8.7. Trutt his Love (I fay ) 
in the. way of Obedience, Fob. 14. 21223. If his 
love be free, then ’tis not for your fake, Dent. 7. 17. 
Not for your Beauty or Holinefs, but for his own 
good: Pleafuire, Of his own Will begat be us, Jam. 1. 
a8. He loves you Believers, becaufe you are his own, 
Fob. 13.1. And becaufe it hath pleafed him to make 
you his:people, 1 Sam. 12. 22. If he loves thofe that 
love him, then furely he will kindly refent the Arden- 
cy of thy Atfections to him; O adventure on this 
Love. . Pt 

Scaventhly, love him who hath fo loved you,t Fob. 


4. 19. Pfak 31.23. O love the Lord all-ye bis Saints. 


The Reafon is laid down from the 19. verfe to this, 
O bow great is thy Goodne(s. which thou halt laid up for 
them that fear thee, &c. The greatnefS and Excellency 
of Chrift’s.Love deferves yours 3 O loye him at all 
times, and in all things, with a free, fupream, fteady, 
rational, \and expreffed love. — 

Laftly, Be full of love to others for Chrifi’s fake, 
Eph. 5. 2. Walk in Love as Chrift alfo bath loved you, 
i Fob. 4.11. Love all men, fuch.a love is: in God, 
he loy’d the World, Job. 3. 16. and every Creature 
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in it; fuch a Philanthropy is in Chrift, he would 
have all men come to the Knowledge of the Truth, 
that they might be faved, 1 Tim. 2,4. Love your Ene- 
mies, Mat. 5. 44. fo did Chrift: he prayed, Father 
forgive them, Luke 23.34. love his Friends, 1 Job. 
5.1. Eph. 6.24, 


CH AP. Xk, 


The gloriows Excellency of Chrift's tender Pity 
opened and diflayed in the feveral Ads of it, 
both to Saints and Sinners. a, 


-.A& Nother Difcovery of the Sweetnefs of Chrift’s 
Difpofition is, 

Thirdly, His Pity, this is lookt upon as an 
excellent Qualification, and that which rendersa per- 
fon lovely among men, Rom. 5. 7. For fcarcely for 2 
righteous man will one dye, yet peradventure for a good 
man fome would even dare to dye: for a juft man, one 
that is ftrié and rigid in his Life and matters of Ju- 
ftice, none will dye; but for a good man, that is, 
for a bountiful, liberal man, for a Benefactor ( {aith 
Beza) for a Friend (faith another) fome would even 
dare to dyes Kindnefs and Compaffion renders men 
lovely and amiable in the Sight of Heathens =. hence 
one calls a merciful man a precious thing, and ano- 
ther makes ‘him equal to God, God himfelf prefers 
Mercy above Sacrifice, Mat. 9. 13. This the Lord 
opened to Mofes as part of his Glory, Exod. 34. 6. 
The Lord God merciful and gracious, &c. And this 
mercifulnefs is placed in the Nature of Chrift, as Me- 

. diator, and therefore mutt needs render him Sie 
an 
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and be part of his unfearchable Riches: now that 
the Lord Jefus is fo full of Pity and. Mercy in his 
very Nature, the Scripture is clear. This was one 
Qualification neceffary to his Prieft-hood,. Heb. 2. 17. 
This wasa fpecial Requifite to the Prieft under the 
Law, that he fhould be. one who might have Com- 
paffion on the Ignorant, and them that are out of 
the way, Heb. 5. 2. Therefore the high-prieft mult be 
a Man, not an Angel, that fo he being fubjeé& to In- 
firmitics, to Sins, and Weakneffes himfelf, he might 
the better have Compaffion upon others in the like 
cafes, The fame Argument the Lord ufeth to Ifrael, 
Dent. 10. r9. Love ye therefore the Stranger, for ye 
sere Strangers in the Land of Egypt. Experience of 
Affliction fits a perfon for pity to. others, and ‘there- 
fore, our Lord took our Nature upon, him, that being 
compaft with the fame Infirmities (Sin only excepted) 
he might be able to have Compaffion on others: this 
is neceflary in that. Office, for a perfon willMever be 
active in fuch laborious work for Sinners, as offering 
of Gifts and Sacritices for Sin, if he have not tender 
Bowels towards perfons in Mifery: and therefore - 
Jefus Chrift muft needs be {uch a one, who can have 
Compaifion, é&c. The word is fignificant, *tis in the 
Original (vezpeorafely) to have Compaffion on others 
according to the Mea{ure and Proportion of their 
Mifery: Pareus renders it, to have Compaiiion as 
much as is needful; Beza, to be affected according 
to the greatnefS of anothers Mifery, and fiuch is the 
Compaifion of Chrift, *tis futed to the Condition of 
his People: were Chrift’s Pity but oné*Grain fhort 
of the Mifery and Condition of Sinners, ‘he could 
never fave them to the utmoft ; for if he will fave 
to the uttermoft, he mutt ever live to make Intercefit- 
on - 
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on; there’s no one moment of time, in which they 
don’t want help, and muft have Gifts offer’d for them: 
But this Chrift will not do, if he wants Compaffion, 
Fam.5.11. The Lord is faid to be, pitiful, and of tender 
mercies ( mowomrayxyes ) of many Bowels 3 or, as Pif= 
cator, multum vifceralis ; much bowelful, all pitiful, 
from inward deep Bowels (xe! cb/Jiguav ) The word is 
to pity with the Bowels of a Mother, to be prone to 
compaflion : So. Aeftius He is rich in mercy, Eph. 2.4. 
Great in Quantity, and Choice in Quality, great Mer- 
cy, and choice Mercy. P/al. 5.1. According to the'mul- 
titudle of thy tender mercies. The word Rab, multitude, 
fignifies Quality as well as QuantitY : many Mercies, 
or weighty Mercies: Mercies; Rachamim: ’Tis fuch 
lave and pity as: Mothers bear to the fruit of their 
Womb, which is fervent and flaming. The word hath 
no fingular number, becaufe there are many works of 
Mercy, faith Pifcator. 

sti this Compaffion of Chrift lies in thefe two 
things. 

4 In his ‘{ympathizing with his Creatures. 
2. In fupplying and {upporting them. 

Firft, Pity hath {ympathy in it: an inward Heart- 
affecting fenfe of another’s Evils, P/al, 103.13. Like 
as a Father pitieth his children, fo the Lord pitieth then 
that fear him, Judg. 10. 16. His Soul was grieved for 
the Children of Ifrael. The word fignifieth, His Soul 
was {hort’ned, or contracted in him, by reafon of grief. 
Tis {fpoken by an Anthropopathy, according to the ap- 
prehentions of men: Asaman is hlled with grief, his » 
Breaft is ftraitned, that he can f{carcely breathe; It de- . 
notes how much the Lord Jefus is affected with the . 
miferies of his People, Heb. 4.15. He is faid to be 
touched with the Fellow-fecling of our Infirmities, 
guumesices, faffering, with us. Chrift, in Heaven, Pari 
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fuch a fellow-fecling of the Evils of his People, as that 
he refents their troubles. as his own. He is tender- 
hearted, and every mifery of theirs reacheth his Soul. 
But this hath been {omewhat treated of before. 
Secondly, Readinefs to fupply, and fupport others 
in their Mifery 5 and this is eminently manifefted in 
the Lord Jefus, Iz. 38.20. The Lord was ready to fave 
ame. Men fometimes have a hand, but no heart 5 they 
may help, but will nots they only fay, Go and be fed, 
and be cloath’d, ¢c. Others have a heart, but no 
hand ; they have not to fupply the needs of others 5 
their Crufe of Oyl,and Barrel of Meal will reach but a 
littke way: befidés, there may be fome Cafes in which 
Men or Angels cannot help, Pfal. 142.4. I looked on 
my right band, and bebold,there was no man would know 
me,&<c.But there can be no Condition in which Omni- 
_ potency fails to help,Hcb.7.25. Fer.3 2.27. And Chrift 
is as really willing as able to fave:. Heisan inexhautt- 
ed Fountain of all good. Sufficit omnibus ( faith Pa- 
reus ) nec fufficit tantum, fed dat liberaliffime. Dives eft 
( faith the fame Author ), fufficientia & affetin:. He is 
good,and doth good: Hefeeds, gathers, carries,leads, 
"his poor infirm Flocks, when they moft ftandin need 
of him, I/a. 40. 11. When they are ready to faint for 
want, he opens a Well, and fills their Bottles: when 
they wander from their. re{ting-place, he fends:his 
Dogs, and gathers them to his Fold; when they are 
“weary, and can go no further, he takes them into his 
Arms and carries them: when they are hungry, he 
feeds them, when they are naked, he cloaths them: 
when they are fick, he vilits them, when they are in 
Prifon, he comes to them : He giveth. to ‘his People 
richly all things to enjoy,1 Tim. 6.17. He exhibits,or 
yields out, all things, (not fome things only) and that 
richly too: plentifully, not in Title only, but in Frui- 
5 ea tion: 
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tion alfo, Heb. 4. 16. He giveth Grace to help iin time 
of need : He fends them feafonable help, help in fic 
time: ( Coieav ) This word fignifies, to run at ones 
call, to help him affoon as he cries for help sto run im 
to his Succour 3 fo doth Chrift. He isa prefent help in 
time of need, Pfal. 46.1. When they can hold out no 
longer, he will relieve their Siege; when they are ready 
to perifh, he will ftep in betwixt them and defiructi- 
on, I Cor. 10.13. And this he doth too froma tender 
heart, that feels, and (hares in their Dangers. Poor 
Believer ! let thy Condition be never fo bad, the Lord 
Jefus hath an open heart and hand for thy help. Ie 
may be, men may harden their hearts againft thee, 
good men may takelittle notice of thee, Prieft and Le- 
vite pafs thee by; and will not know thy Soul in ad- 
verfity ; but yet comfort thy heart, thou hafta Friend 
in Heaven, that grieves with, and for thee, and will 
open Treafures to fupply thee. 
Now this pitiful Nature of Chrift appears in divers 
particulars, both ‘to Saints and Sinners. To Saints, 
Firft, In looking after their Concerns, Exod. 2:22. 
*Tis faid, that God looked upon the Children of Tfrae?, 
and had refpe& unto them. This is an act of pity to 
look after the welfare of another. Merciful Feffe,when 
his Sons were in danger,fent David to look after them, 
1 Sam.17.%8. So is the heart of Chrift concern’d ia 
the welfare of his People, 1 Pet.3.12. The eyes of the 
‘Lord are over the righteous, and his Ears are open to 
their Prayer : He knows their Souls in Adverfity, con- 
fiders their: Troubles, and ‘looks after their’ Matters, 
Pfal. 31.7. 1 Pet.5.7. The want of this looking af- 
tet a Perfons welfare, is an evidence of the want of 
pity, Fer. 15.15. Who (hall have pity upon thee, O feru- 


falem, &c? O, what comfort.is this to poor afficted © 
Souls, that though men look not-after them, Friends. 


matter 
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- matter not what become of them, yet the Lord ca« 
reth for them. 

Secondly, In labouring to prevent their Evils. This 
is another a& of pity, as we may fee in Mordecai and 
Efther. A dreadful Danger was near to Trael , a De- 
cree pafled by the King to cut them all off in one day : 
When Mordecai heard of this, how induftrioufly doth 
he labour with Ether, to improve all her Intereft in 
the King to prevent it, Eth. 4.8, 13, 14.) Chrift can- 
not forefee any Dangers impending on his People, but 
his Bowels ftir him up to employ his Omnipotency to 

remove them. And this he doth, | 

Firft, By warning them of their Danger. He fends 
them alarms, and gives them notice,asa Watchman, 
when their Enemies are near, Ezek, 3.18. Heb. 11. 7. 
Noab being warned of God, &c.So Fofeph, Matth. 2.13. 
was warned of God in a dream to flee into Egypt,when 
Chrift was in danger of Herod’s bloody butcheries. 
Ezek.33.11. Turn you, turn you from your wicked wayes, 

for why will you dye, O boufe of Ifrael ? . 
~ Secondly, By keeping their hearts from clofing with 
Temptations, when they are like to prove dangerous: 
Sohe dealt with fofeph, Gen. 39. 9. Perhaps he may 
permit their falling into fome leffer Evils, to try, and 
humble them ; but when the Sin will probably occa- 
fion a great difhonour to God, and endanger the final 
eftate of their Souls, then ufually he will give forth 
preventing Grace to dire& their hearts from clofing 

with it. ia 

Thirdly, By plucking them back, when on the bor- 
ders of deftruction. Thus David’s feet had well nigh 
flipt, and he was almoft gone 5 and then He opensia 
paflage for him into the Sanctuary, and. graciouily re- 
conciles to him his feemingly contradictory Providen - 
ges, t Sam. 24. 4,5,6. Pal. 73. 2535 17x egoirwee 
_ when 
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when by lingring in Sodom, he had almoft expos’d ptey 
him(elf a prey to devouring Flames, the Angels fud- 
denly pluckt him out, and kept him from that im- 
pending ruine, Gen, 19. 10, 16. 

Fourthly, By fore Afllictions, {marting rods, and 
erofs Providences, he fometimes prevents their fins, 
and fo their dettruction, P/al. 119. 67. Before I was 
afflicted I went aftray, but now I have kept thy word. 
Thus the Waters of Marab have fometimes led to the 
Waters. of the San¢tuary ;and grievous Diftempers on 
the Body have proved the health of the Soul. I have 
read of one, that by breaking his Leg faved his Life. 

Fifthly, By breaking the Snare’ when they are in it, 

and fo making a way for their efcape, P/al. 124.7. 
The fare is broken, and we are efcaped. When Da- 
vid was compa{s’d round by Saul, and no poffible 
way was lefthim toavoid the Jaws of ruine, then the 
Lord fent in the Philiftims to call-off Saul, 1 Sam.23. 
24, 25,26, 27. So, when the Proteftants in France 
were almoft ftarv’d with Famine, and reduc’d to that 
extremity that all hopes of ‘Safety, in man’s judg- 
ment failed them, then was God’s time to come in to 
their refcue, by fending in Ambaffadours to call off 
the Duke of .Anjou to be King of Poland, by which 
means the Siege was removd, and upon the media- 
tion of thefe Ambaffadours, the Proteftants obtained 
Liberty. Thus he faved Hea alfo, when Abrabam’s 
Knife wasat his Throat, Gen. 22.'10,11,12,13. 

Laftly, By giving them a Vomit, when the Poyfon is 
taken in, that fo it may be timely ejected, before the 
danger be unremoveable. This way God prevented 
David's ruine, in the matter of Bath(beba, after he had 
fallen into the fin, by giving him Repentance to Sal- 
vation, P/gl. 51. 
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Thirdly, Another act of his pity is, His being foor 


affected with the Evils of his People, Zach. 2. 8,9. He 


that toucheth you,toucheththe Apple of mine eye. His Sozl 
was grieved for the mifery of Ifrael, Judg. 10. 6. He pi- 
tied the poor Leper in diftrefs, Mark, 1.41. and was 
mov’d with compaffion becaufe the Jews were as 
fheep without a fhepherd, Mark. 6. 34. 

Fourthly, His viliting them in their diftreffes : this 
is an aG of love and pity, Matth, 25. 36. I have been 
fick, and ye vifited me, Joh. 14.18. Joh. 20.19. Exod. 
3.8. A merciful nature will thew it felf in vifiting fuch 
as are afflicted 5 If others be fick they will gofee them, 
and condole with them: they will go rather to the 
honfe of mourning, than to the houfe of feafting, Ec- 
clef: 7.2. They are companions of the diftreffed : and 
furch is the tendernefs of Chrift’s heart, that he chufeth 
the company of the miferable : If his People be in the 
Water,and in the Fire, he will be with them, J/2.4.3.2: 
If they be caft out of the Synagogues, perfecuted, and 
deferted for his fake, he will find them out, and keep 
them company, Fob.9.35. If they becaft on fick beds, 
he will fit by them; if they cannot fleep through trou- 
ble, he will fit up with them 5 when they are folitary - 
anid dejected, he will come and fee them. atl, 

Fifthly, His comforting, them in their Troubles : 
He is the Father of Mercies, and God of all Comfoit, 
who comforteth us in all our Tribulations, Confola- 
ting isan act of pity, to, thofe that are in trouble, 
1 Thef. 3.2. So Job’s Friends, when they had heard 
of all the Evil that was come upon him,they came eve+ 
ry one from his place to mourn. with him, and to com- 
fort him. Herein lies much of Chritt’s pity to his Peo- 
ple, he would not have them {wallowed up of over- 


. much grief, 2 Cor, 2.7. When they are caft down, he 


charges his Meffengers to {peak comfortably to them, 


tee 
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Ifa! 40.2. When he brings his People into the Wil- 
deme{S, he will {peak comfortably to them, Hof: 2.14. 
If. 66.13. chap. 57.18. This is part of Chrift’s 
Interceffion in Heaven, that the Father would fend 
the Comforter to them, fob. 14.16. And part of his 
laft counfel that he left with them, was, ‘That they 
would be of good cheer, Fob.16.33. Fob. 14. 1. He 
began his Sermon with a Ufe of Comfort, Let not 
your bearts be troubled, &c. and here he clofeth the {ame 
witha word of Comfort. And indeed, the whole of 
Chiift’s Fare-wel Sermon, was Gonfolation ‘to his 
People: He would not: have them be in Heavinefs 
longer than need did require,r Pet.1.6. but commands 
‘them to rejoyce evermore, 1 The(? 5.16. _ 

Sixthly, His counfelling them in all cafés, wherein 
they {land in need cf his Advice : Hence they have Line 
upon line, and Precept upon Precept, that they might 
be wife to Salvation ; and therefore he is called the 
wonderful Counfellor, Ifa. 9. 6. Pfal. 16.7. I biefs the 
Lord, who hath given me counfel. Counfel ( faith Ainf- 
worth ) about my Sufferings,and the Glory that (hall fol- 
low, Job 36.8, 9,10. Adverlity fometimes is God’s 
Univerfity ; and, Schola Crucis ( faith Luther) is 
Schola Lucis : Myfterious Truths many times {pring 
out of Affliction-depths. 

’" Seventhly, His-giving to them, and forgiving of 
them. Pity hath open hands, and firetcht out arms. 
-Chrift hath left a large witne(s of his liberality, 1. Ziv. 
6:17. Who giveth richly all things to enjoy. Men give 
‘fpatingly, but Chrift bountifully 5 they with firait- - 
‘ned hearts, but’he with open bowels; they fometimes 
it) R€verfion; but he in poffeifion. And he doth net 
only give,but forgive,Mic.7.18. Vo is a God like unto 
thee; that pardons iniquities,&c? Exod. 34.5. P{al.36.5. 
Thou Lord art good, and ready to forgive, Numb.1 4.20. 
Be twa it M i olts 
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1 Joh.2.1. They run into debt, and he difchargeth 
them : They do, as it were, write down their Iniqui- 
ties, and he blots them out. Now, Are not thefe ad- 
mirable demonftrations of his Pity, and affedtionate 
compaffions of his tender Bowels towards his Peo- 
le 2 . 
.. Secondly, He hath infinite Pity for his Enemies ; 
Mercy and good will for Sinners, Luke 6.35. This 

appears, 
Firft, In his bearing with them, and forbearing of 
them, Rom. 9.22. Endured with much long-fuffering the 
veffels of wrath fitted for deftrudction: How doth the 
‘Lord {uffer the vileft of men to live, and that very 
long ? Lo, Ihave come thefe three years looking for fruit. 
Luke 13.17. Thefe forty years have I been grieved with 
this People, Pfal.o5.10.. An hundred and twenty years 
did he bear with that high and uncurable wickednefs 
‘of the firft World, and. that after it was come to the 
full, Gen. 6. 3. Four hundred years did God bear with 
the fins of the Amorites, even after he had given Abra- 
ham their Land, Gen. 15. 13, 16. How long did the 
Lord bear with the Ten Tribes after their Apoftafic 
from his.pure Service ? even the fpace of two hun- 
dred and fifty years; in which time there were Nine- 
teen Kings, and all wicked men, walking/in the fieps 
of Feroboum. O ! the flownefs of God to Anger, even 
apaintt his Enemies, that dare him to his. very Face, 
yea, that trample his Glory under foot, and that eve- 
xy day, yea hour; and yet God {pares them to old 
Age many times. Alas! how foon are we angry at 
our Enemies, and if lighted but a little; ready with 
the Difciples to call for Fire from Heaven, to confume 
thofe that receive us not,Luke,9.54. But the Lord Je- 
fus isnot fo, he waiteth that he may be gracious, and 
his long-{uffering leadcth to Salvation. 4). 
Secon d- 
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~ Secondly, His maintaining of them, and that fome- 
times at the highelt rate, giving them Honour'and 
Riches, Profperity and Favour. Phzroah mutt havea 
Kingdom, and yet an Enemy to his People: Nebu- 
chadnezzar, an Empire 5 Abafzerus an hundred twens 
ty and feven Provinces; Crafus vaft riches, and ‘Sur- 
danapalws. dclicate Pleafures. All the Creatures’ are 
prefled at their Service 3 the Aix, Earth,-and <Sea are 
ranfack’t to fatiate their Lufts, Hof: 11. 2,3, 4. He 
feeds and cloaths, helps and profpers his greateft Ene- 
mics, and all to heap up Coals of Fire upon their 
heads... ng 
Thirdly, His affeGionate feeking their’ Salvation. 
This was his Exrand into the World, he came to fave 
Sinners, 1 Tim.1.15. Loft Sinners, Matth.18,11. Bloo- 
dy Sinners, Ezek, 16.6.. Blind Idolaters, As 17. 2. 
Cruel Perfecutors, 4éis, 9. 4. Wicked Sorcerers, AGs, 
8.9. Thefe the Lord Jefus fecks to faves he fends 
his Gofpel, to invite them to come unto him, Marth. 
11. 28,.. Yea, befecches them, 2 Cor. ‘5.20. Makes 
large promifes to them, if they will return, 1/2. 55. 7+ 
AG. y 19. Yea, how doth the Spirit ftrive with Sin- 
ners, that they may be faved.; Reafons with them, 
Why will you dye.? Come, let-ws reafon together, tfa.t.18. 
Why wilt thou not ficffer me to fave thy Sonl, and to make 
thee happy to all Eternity ?-Poor Sinner! I bave a real 
mind to do thee good, an affectionate kindne/s for thee 5 I 
came from Heaven to. fave fuch as thee. Behold my hands 
and my feet,fee how my heart bleeds for thee: Bebold,how 
ready my purchafe iss yonder s thy fair Ejtate, if thow 
wilt be mine. Lift up thine eyes to thofe Manfions, Cromns 
and Thrones, all thefe {hall then be thine: See thofé 
beawtiful Garments, confent to me, and thou [halt wear 
thy filthy Rags, or lye in thofe pinching (traits no longer 5 
show (halt lodge no more in thofe ftinking Kennels of thy 
1 | M 2 OUT BS: 
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Lufts,:,O poor Sinner ! why wilt thou feand in thy own 
light, and, flight this..offer, which thou mayeft never have. 
made thee more ? Lo, bow my Bowels move towards thee, 
fee-bow my: Arms are open'd to thee, Be mine, and I will 
be thine.s.My Kingdom fhall be thine, my Friends will be 
thine, my Servants [ball be thine: My Angels fhall pro- 
tect thee, yea, attend thee 5 my Creatures fhall maintain 
thee, my Wifdom fhall guide thee, my Faithfulnefs (hall 
keep thee, my Power fhall be laid out for thee, my Love 
Shall delight thee, my Honour hall adorn thee, and my 
Treafitre fall enrich thee : I will be a loving Husband to 
» thee, Iwill provide all good things for thee, I will rejoyce 
over thee, I will forget the wrongs thou halt done me I 
will requitethy Unkindnels with Kindnefs, and draw thee 
with.cords of Love: with cords ( faith one ) woven and 
foun out, of my very Heart and Bowels. O miferable Cai- 
aiff ! embrace my Counfels, lilten thine Ears to. Heaven 
gate, and hear the melodious Mufick that is there made’ by 
refined Spirits. why, wilt thou rather lye with danined 
bowling Devils, than fing Hallelujab’s, and the Song of 
the Lamb with faved Souls ? Accept of me,and unghange- 
able Glory, unfpeakable Priviledges, and Rivers of Plea- 
fares fhall be thine. Thus doth the Lord Jefus woo- 
poor perifhing Souls to be ‘happy * and is not this 
Pity indecd ? . whe 
Fourthly, His readinefs to receive them when they 
come to\him: No fooner do they open the door 
but he comes in, Rev. 3.20. If any man open the 
door, I will come in unto him. No fooner doth the Pro- 
digal return, but his Father meets him 3 yea, runs to 
symect -him, as if he could never come foon enough at. 
him, Luke 15,20. Mercy is upon the wing, when it’ 
comes to receive returning Sinners. No fooner did 
' Ephraim repent, but God repented too ; As foon as 
~he faid, Turn thou me, God faid, He-thall be hh 
“a when 
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when: he. cries, Thou art the Lord my God, prefently 
God Anfwers,: Is be not a pleafant Child? So willing 
is Chrift to receive returning Sinners, as that he pro- 
mifeth he will in no wife caft them out, Fob. 6.37. 
Yea, if they cannot come unto him, he will go and 
fetch them, and if they cannot go, he will draw 

them, Fob, 6.44, — aarp ae ein 
Fifthly, His great Joy when he hath obtain’d them; 
The Father of the Prodigal keeps.a Feaft, and makes 
merry when his loft Child is found, Luke 15, 23,2 he 
Pfal. 104+ 31, The Lord hall rejoyce in his.Works, 
and this he doth when he hath finifhed them, Heb.4.4.” 
But there is nothing the Lord Jefus Chrift takes more 
pleafure.in, than in the Redemption of Souls, “Prov.' 
8.31. He delighted in the habitable parts of the 
Earth. This you vvill find further amplified’ in the 
Parables of the loft fheep, and loft piece of Silver, 
Luke 15. from, verf. 4. to 5 Mae we fae ks 
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The Improvement of the Pity of Chriff, by way 
” of, Terrour, Encouragement, and Advice," 


RE there fuch deep, and large Bowels of Pity: 
in Jetus Chrift, not only towards his Friends, - 
but his very Enemies ?° Ther here is, vat 

_Firft, Terrour to Impenitene Sinners. Ah, Souls’! 
ov fearfully “great is your Sin, being a ‘plain defi- 
nce to the Mercy and pity of Chrift: Every Trant' 
rellion of yours is a kicking the very Bovvels of Mer- 
ys_and a ftab-at the Heart of Divine Pity : O! hovy 
ile are your Iniquities, vvhilft vvithout Chrift! They’ 
r¢ no lefs than a defpifing of the Riches of the Mer-’ 
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cy and Goodnefs of God, which i led‘ you 
to Repentance, and a treafuring up of Wrath againft 
the day of Wrath, Rom, 2. 4,5. O Sinners! you run 
on féore'in ‘abnting of the highel¥ ‘Mercy that ever 
was, you provoke your belt Friend againtt you : Alas! 
Who cai help you if Mercy it {elf becomies your Ene- 
my ? ‘The Bowels of Chrift are yout Jatt Afjluin,. if 
this door be fhut dgainft you, Faréwel Souls > and. 
can you hope that Mercy will ia you, when 


- 


rejected, by you, or will not God Hea ‘the Complaint’ 
of defpifed Mercy think you? Sinners, theCompalh-" 
on of Chrift (hall come forth at the lait day, and fay, 
T would have faved: that Soul, but it wotlld not,how: 
often would I have gathered it,butit refilted?' Mat.23.. 
37. Loffered to pay it’s, Debts, and to get him ai 
Acquittance in the Court of Heaven, bat he ‘refufed. 
it; F would have ranfourd him from ‘Death to Lite, 
and adopted him to an Inheritance in Glory, ‘but hie’ 
would not; I would have ftamp’d-the divine Nature 
on him, and brought him into; th¢ Likenefs of the 
Lord of Glory, but he would nots { would have put 
down iis Namé)in the book of \Life,,and feeur'd his 
Title to: Heaven, but..he. would nots. called, he 
would not anfwer 5 1 perfwaded, he refufeds I be- 
feeched,, he defpifed, I {trived, -he.relifted 5, and. now 
Juttice, into thy hands do I deliver hefe 3 ebellions 
Souls, to be dealt with according to the Threatnings 
of theGofpel and Severity of the Law, that my 
Wrongs may be avenged. O! whata terrible Com- 
plaint; will this be? Sinners, tremble. then ‘at the 
Thoughts,of your abuling divine Mry. 9 0. | 
_ Ufe 24 Of Encouragement to dejected pa If 
thererbe fuch, tender pity, in the Lord: cfs, ) thén 
take Conrage hence, to hope for Mercy 5, thele Mercies 
of Chrift are infinite, boundlefs and lie Oo 


the Unjearchable Riches of Chrif?. 167 


what a ftock of Mercy is in him, for troubled Souls 
to'trade upon, what unfathomed Deeps are there in 
divine Compaffions, enough to ferve all thy Turns 
and Neceflities; have thy Sins been many? The free 
Gift is of many Offences to Fuftification, Rom. 5. 6. Ot 
the Offences of many perfons, be they never fo ma- 
ny, or the many Offences of one perfon, there is ver- 
tue enough in this free Gift of the Blood of Chrift fox 
the pardoning them all, if fuch return: he (faith one) 
that had love enough to give us Chrift, hathBowels 
enough to give us pardon: believing Souls thall never 
dye for Debt,if the Bowels of Chrift hath wherewith- 
al to pay it; O! what Shifts will tender Parents make 
to keep their indebted Children out of Prifon? They 
. will beg and borrow of others, pinch themfelves, and 
{pare what they can, rather than their Children fhall 
_ be undone: and furely the Mercy of Chrift muft needs 
make the moft of his Blood and Obedience; of his 
Interceffion and ‘SatisfaGtion, for the Pardon of his 
People. And therefore Daniel joyns Mercies and For- 
givenels together, Dan. 9. 9. Is: thy Unworthinefs 
great, and deferveft thou nothing but Wrath from 
God, O bear up thy Sinking Spirit on the Arm of 
Mercy, Mercy isin vain, and fignifies nothing, if Ju- 
{tice only mutt take place: haft thou abufed Mercy 
and finn’d away the Favour of thy God? Thou hati 
lofthis Gift, but he hath not loft his giving,the Child 
fpils his Water and goes to the Well to fill his Pitch- 
eragain: there is more Mercy (O troubled Soul) in 
- the deep Wells of Salvation, for thofe that {eek it. Oj. 
But I have provoked God to withhold Mercy. Anf: 
Let me tell thee, © diftreffed Believer, there are 'For- 
givings as well as Givings in the Bowels of Chrift, 
and.1 know not which are greater: Are thy Wants 
many ? Be of good chear, Mercy hath enough to fnp- 
ys M 4 ply 
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ply them all, and is as free to give&$ able,cdnd take 
this for thy Encouragement : Mercy beveripives where 
there are Defervings. Are thy Griefs, $j Fears} 
Troubles, and Burdens great? Yetxcomfortithy {elf, 
Mifery and Mercy are a Kin, » Mercy lives inthe Cly- 
tate of Mifery, and never thrives:better than in Mi- 
fery’s Ground ; to-do good to miferable : Creatures, 
is Meat‘and Drink to: Mercy, Fobm4.'324) I haverMeat’ 
teat that you know not of. : anol) yeaniaeg oly 

Use 3. OF Exhortation.. Firf, to perifhing Sinbers 5 
make ute of the Mercy of Chrift whilft you: have:its: 
now. is. the acceptable time, the day: of Grace, the 
Seafon of Vititations! now the Sun fhinés ‘not only:ita 
Sionlbution Sodom 3 nay it hath ftood ftillon your Gi- 
beon fora: Seafon, Fofh. 10.12. 13. OQ. let not Mercy 
go, and leave you in.your blood,:and) let you lye in 
your Graycs 5:Jetinotthe Sun of the Gofpel fet on you, 
and Jeave you in inner Darknefs, left oater Darknefs 
thortly feize upon syou: believe ir, Mercy: feems torbé 
near a Departure, itilooks as‘it were, about to change 
Houfes, to go from -Gentiles to’ Fems; from Wet to 
Haft, it feems near fetting in England, in | thefe: We- 
flermparts of the World. . Who: knows:how(foon it 
may. arife in the Eat? O Sinnersyidon’t you. lye'a 
bed in your Security, and let Mercy! give youythe: flip. 
© then you that areiyet in your bloods under Wrath, 
in Danger of Judgment’; be advifed to {trike iniwith 
Mercy, while.’tis to. be had, J/a. 55.°6. while divine 
Bowels yearn towards you, weep over-you, ‘and wait 
foryou, O turn in; andclofe with Mercy, whiles it?s 
face isyunveil’d to you, it’s Arms.open’d to you, and 
before it hath breath’diit’s lafi Breath to'yous believe 
the: Warnings and. Treatnings of-Mercys bow and 

_ floop'to the Conyictions of: Mereyyrreceive the Ten- 

ders thereof, obey it’s Counfel, and petfevere it it’s 
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way be petfwaded Sinners this day, it may’ be the 
laft time, I may befeech you for Mercies fake, to ‘turn: 
and live: and Oh! how doleful will it be toout-live — 
the day of Mercy, and pofhibility of obtaining Sal-- 
vation, when the Angel of the Lord hall’ proclaim) 
Time (hall be no more, Time was, but now is pale) 

Secondly, to all Souls, both changed and unchang- 
ed, ifthe Lord Jefus be fo pityful to you, O then be 
not cruel to your own Souls,: donot rob,’ cheat, ‘and 
cozen your own Souls, deprivethem not of your own 
Mercies, Jonah. 2. 8. Don’t confent to thofe ways that 
will rob you of all the Polhbilitics and Hopes of Sal- 
vation; O! the {weet Comforts and Pleafures that 
now you loofe for a few dirty Delights, Prov. ow, 
Think on the Sybftance, the tryed Gold, the "rich 
Attire that you deprive your Souls of by. refufing to 
hearken’ to the Counfel of Chritt, Rev. 3. 18. Don’t 
fiarve your Souls by feeding on Husks, while the bread 
of Life lies before you, this isCruelty ‘to them indeed, 
Luke 15. 16.17. Do not.wound, rend, and tare your — 
Souls by cruchLufts: he that fins hateth hisown Soul, 
Prov. 154323 chap. 29. 24. Math.16.26. Othe fad 
Buuifes that Sin gives, andthe defperate Gathes it 
makes in the Sinners own Soul, Ifa. 1. 6. Prov. 8, 36, 
Every Sin of thine (© carnal wretch) isadeadly blow 
on thy own Soul ; all thy carnal Pleafures, thy merry 
jetting Words, thy Swearing, Lying, Cheating, Op- 
preiling, and Covetoufnels gives new Stabs to, thy 
Heart 5 it would bea barbarous fight to behold one 
unmercifally wounding another, much more to fee 
a perfon torturing his own Soul; do not fell thy im- 
mortal Soul fora Die, for that’ which is not, “which 
will not profit inthe day of Wrath, Rom. 6. 31. Fer. 
16.19. Thus Elijah told Abab, 1 Kings 21. 20. That 
he fold himfelf to work Wickednefs, that is, he gave 
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himfelf wholly to the Service of Sin, asa Servant that 
binds himfelf over to anothers BufinefS, Rom. 6. 16. 

Thirdly; To the Children. of Mercy, whom the 
Lord Jefus hath loved and wathed in hisiown Blood : 
you that are chofen, called, juftified, fanctified and 
adopted unto. Glory, be exhorted. © «°\ 

Firft,, be not hard-hearted to Chrift, requite not 
his Pity with Cruelty, grieve not his Spirit, faddem 
not his Heart with your finful and unfutable Walkings 
before him; no Sins make greater Wounds on the 
Heart of Chrift; than the: Sins of his own. Children; 
Epb. 4.30. O be notcruel to him whoiis fo tender of 
you, do not feed him with Wormwood ‘and Gall 
who hath feafted you with Joy and Gladnefs, yea: 
wit his own Heart blood; Ye iY 

Secondly, Put on Bowels of Pity towards others, 
Gol. 3.12. They that are cruel to others, fhall find 
God cruel to them, Fam. 2.13. 0 0 0) 

Thirdly, Adventure for God in the way of Duty, 
Pfal. 5».7+ Pfal..23. 6. Pfal. 25-10. OL ei 

Fourthly, Then let the Confideration of Chrilt’s 
Mercy comfort you under the World’s Cruelty, and 
your greateft. Sufferings for Chrilt; P/al. $723. P/al. 
32.73 10.\Pfal,59..17s 1% oe . 
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: CHAP, XI. : 
Wherein is opened the tranfcendent Humility of 


Chrift. 


“A, Nother part of this cotal Sum of Chiifi’s !perfo- 
nal, Treafure, confifting in the Sweetnels of his 


~ Difpofition, is, 
_ Fourtli- 
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Fourthly, His Humility and Lowlinefs of mind, 
This is an excellent Vertue, and that which the very 
Heathens have efteeméd at a high Rate: “tis 4 rare 
thing (faith Aretiws) and rare things are excellent : 
Chryfoftom calls it.the chiefeft Vertue, the Salt that 
feafons all other Excéllenciés, arid the Beginning “of 
all Good. Ifany (faith Axtin) fhould ask me what" 
is the chiefeft Vertue? I fhould fay, Hvanility, what is 
the next? Humility; what is the next? Humility. 
The humble Soul (faith Manton) is God’s {econd' 
Heaven, Ifa. 57.15. Of {0 great a worth is all true 
Humility in'any, efpecially im Perfons of Height and 
Gtandure: for thefe to come down,: and humble: 
themifelvesis exceeding highand noble. O then what 
is Humility ih the high and Jofty one, in the Lord’ 
af Glory the King -of Kings; and Lord ‘of Lords$ 
yet this is partofChrilt’s Treafure, M2t. 11. 29. Learn’ 
of me, for I aim meak and lowly: He who belt knew 
himfelf} who’ ig Trath it felf and cannot lye, hath 
declared that H@is ‘lowly, and that not in  Catriagé, 
and external Shew only,but in Heart alfo > O what a 
ftupendious wonder is this, that fo glorious a perfon 
as the only begotten’Son of God thoull be lowly in 
Heart? I {peak not here of his divine Nature as God, 
though in that refpect he is lowly too, I/z.57. 15. 
Though he ivhabiteth the highelt Heaven, yet he 
dwelleth alfoin the lowelt Hearts yea tis wonderful 
Condefcention in God to behold the things that are 
ii Heaven and Earth, P/a/. 113. 5, '6. But 1 treat here 
of Chrift as Mediator, God-man, and fo he is hum- 
ble and towly in Heart, which will appear, if wecon= 
fider thefé particulars, 

‘Firft, His Hatnility whilft he was’on Earth. 

Secondly, His Humility now he is in Heaven. 

His Humility on Earth confifts. Firit,in his Willing- 

. nefs 
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nefs (being, God over all and Maker, ofall) to become 

man_his Creatures this is ftrange, thatthe Son of 
God fhould be willing to be accounted, yea to become 

the Son of man, Heb. ,2..16./He did, notstake + the Na- 

ture of Angels upon bint, (but he took on him the Seed of 
Abraham 5 {0 verf. 14.. Forafmuch then.as the Children 
sere Partakers \of Fleth and Blood, he likewife alfo him- 

Self, took part of the fame. Cxanotrchynee). He did freely, 
receive their Communion-nature, , or. did freely com-, 
municate with them in. the fame, Nature: He took on- 

him the Seed of Alysha eaventiarrat she confented, 
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demnation. 
Secondly, in his Birth,. He; was, age nae mean Su 
oblcure Parents; Fofeph his Father was a Ca . 
he defcended not from, perfons of the,h highelt Dit 
but of low Effate,..as. ‘Mary her felf priser eh eth, 
Luke 1.48. He: was born in,a Stable,and, hs in, a 
Manger, Luke 2. 7. A contemptible. place where be 
Beafts ufe to lodge and feed 5, he was worthipped Mis 
the wife men of the Eaf, mackdowlady tobe Ki 
of the Jews; and proclaimed, to, be 2 Savidur hae 
World by an Herauldry of Angels, : and: » yet hat 
b:tter Gradle than a Manger. O unparcllel d Coe 
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Thirdly, In his: voluntary making him{lf of no 
Reputation, ‘and taking on him‘the Form’ of'a Sere 
vant, Phil. 2. 7. He did, as it were, evacuate himfel 
and fpoil himfelf of all his Glory.‘as the -wowd:figal="” 
fies ; not that heceafed tobe God, orto Le equal with 
the Father, but he concealed all this ‘Glory, and as 
it were, depriv’d himfelf of all the Manifeftationseok 
it, by uniting to himfelf the form of a Servanty that 
is, the humane nature in a fervile State : he took.uip- 
on him the Form of a Servant, Now’ dimittendo. quod 
erat, fed affiunendo quad non erat (Lays Zanchy) As God 
he was omnipotent, but. this Omnipotency wasihid 
under the weaknefS of his humane Nature, his Om- 
‘nifcierice veiled undera limited Knowledge,his Glory 
clouded under ‘Shame; his Riches’ concealed “undér 
Poverty, his Majelty ob(cured ‘under Contempt,’ aud 
his Immortality cloathed with Mortality. Queft. What 
Servant did Chrift take on him the Form of?:Aaj- 
Why: 1. OF the Servarit of God; I/g. 42.1. Bebold 
my Servant mbon T uphold.’ Some take it paflively} on 
whom I will lean, and in whom'I will tru@; and 
commit my whole Work unto : others actively,whom 
T will raife up and ftrengthen, and ‘carry through my 
Work. Again, 2. He became the Servant of man alfo, 
_Matth, 20.28. The Son of man came not to be miniftred 
ato, but to minifter. Br 
Fourthly, In his being made under the Law, Gat. 
4.4. When the Fulne of time was come God {ent forth 
his Son made under the Law, and therefore ’tis faid, 
he was a Minifter of the Circumcifion: O! What 
Humility was this? That the Son of God fhould ftoop 
to the Pedagoge of the’ Law, and enter on this: low 
and legal Obedience. * . 
Fifthly, In his Obedience to-his Parents, and Subs. 
miffion to their low’and mean Condition, both for 
wa Food 
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hathit ) wrought at bis Fathex’s Trade, and there- 
fore was called the Carpenter, Mark, 6.3. Fofeph (lays 
Mr. Lightfoot ) taught Chrift his own Trade: And 
Fujtin Martyr (an ancient Writer ) fayes, That Fo/us 
‘Chrift, before be entred upon his Miniftry, made Plows 
and Yokes. 

» Seventhly, In his Company : He did not chufe the 
Society of Great and Noble, but of mean and obfcure 
Perions : He fet apart Fithermen and Publicans to be 
hhis Difciples, and accompanied Publicans and Sinners, 
-which caufed the Senate of Rome to vote him down 
from ‘being, a God, becaufe all his Difciples and fol- 
lowers. were inconliderable and beggarly, Foh.7.45. 

Eightly, In his contentment with mean things: 
He had not a houfe where to lay his head; Matth.8.20. 
And ’tis faid, he was willing to be poor,. For being 
rich he made himfelf poor, that we, through bis poverty, 
_ wight become rich, 2 Cor. 8,9. He was content, with 
any fare, Barly Bread and Fi(hes; a broyled Fifh, and 

an honey-comb, Luke 24.4.2. He was not as proud 

Perfons aré, nice, aid choice of his Dtet, but was 

pleafed with any food, Fob. 21.5. Children, have you 

any meat ° Men . 

Ninthly, Jn his fubmiffive carriages towards God 

and men; when the Lord bruis’d him, and madevhis 

Soul an Offering, for Sin, we find not one hatty or 

undue Expreifion: But, *tis faid, He was led as a 

Sheep dumb before her Shearer, Ifa. 53. 4,6, 7- All 

that he faid, was this humble complaint, fe) , my 


we newt 


_ Gad, 


Sa. 
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God, why haft thou forfaken me? He was rejected 
and defpifed of men, and yet, maintain’d an humble 
deportment, ver. 3. He waslowly,to all Perfons, not 

only to the high. and noble, but to. the poorand de- 
fpicable; not only to Friends but to Enemies not 
only abroad but at home; not only among the meek 
and humble, but among the proud and peevifh s*net 
when it was admired, but when defpifed. 

Tenthly, In his doing, the meaneft Services: He 
condefcended to the loweft, and moft contemptible 
actions, ifhe might adminilter good, Matth, 20.28. 
He girded, himfelf with a. Towel, as a Servant, and 
wathed his Difciples-feet, Fob. 13. 4, 5. 

Laftly, In his patient bearing others Sins, and'Suf 
ferings. Proud men cannot endure to bear another's 
Fault, but Chrift was willing to-be numbred amongft 
Tranfgreffors, to. be reckoned an Offender, and to 
bear the Sins of many, ¢ven of all thdt come unto 
him, 1 Pet. 2. 24. He humbled himfelf to the Death, 
Phil. 2, 8. Toa fhameful:Death; the Death of the 
greatelt Malefactors 3 and-to the curfed: Death of the 
Crofs. . . 

Secondly, The Lord’ Jefus was not only humble 
whilft on Earth, when he pafs’d through: his ftate of 
Humiliation 5, but even’now, when he is in Heaven, 
and hath entred into his Glory, he detains this low- 
linefs of heart. This will be perfpicuous, if you con- 
lider, Bee _ 

Firft, His Condefcention to behold the things on 
Earth, P/a/..113.5, 6. One would have thought it 
beneath the Dignity of Chrift, now advance’d above 
all Glory, to take any notice of Sublunar: Affairs : 
-but if he delighted in the habital Parts of the Earth, 
-before he came.down to'redeenmthem, then much 

/More now he hath the poffellionref -the fruic-of his 
Blood among them, * Se- 


Pa 
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Secondly, His Converfes with the mearieft, and 
‘molt defpicable Perfons on Earth, by his Spirit, Ifa. 
(57.17. Job. 14.19. 21,23. Be they never fo low 
ete poor, yet, if holy, he tales up his abode with 
them, and keeps his Court amongft them, | *~ 

Thitdly,: His bowing down of his Eat to ‘hear the 
-eryes ‘of his poor, and defpifed People, P/al. 10. 17. 
Lord, thou halt heard the defire of the bumble; Pfzl.3 1.2. 
 Bosodavon thine Ear to bear me. 

Fourthly, His gentle and kind reception of their 
- poor, pitiful Offerings and Services, Pfal.51.17. The 
' Sacrifices of God are a broken Spirit, a broken and a con- 
trite Heart,O God, thou wilt not defpife. ’ 

F ifthly, His’ owning them in the face of the 
World, before Kings and Rulers, 1 Chro.16..23. 22. 
He is not afbam'd to call them Brethren, Heb.2. 11. 

Sixthly,' His ‘appearing for them’ in Heaven, and 
“ confefling them before: his Father’s Face in Glory, 
Matth. 10:32. Heb. 9. 24. 

| Seventhly, His looking after their Freie Con- 
cerns, and numbring the very hairs of their head, 
_ Matth. 10. 30. 

Laftly, His flownefs to Anger. But this properly 
pertains to‘another excellent Difpofition of the Lord 
Jefus ‘Chrift, namely his Meeknefs, where you may 
find it fully handled. 

Is Jefus Chrift of fuch an humble, fubrhiffive Dif- 

pofition ? then, 

» Firkt, Admire the greatnefs of Divine Love, in giv- 
ing fuch a Saviour, of fo humble and lowly a Spirit : 
Had not the Son of God been of a condefeending N:- 
ture, he would never have become man .and what 
then would have been the ftate of Sinners? Had he 
ot been of a lowly mind, he would neverhave con- 
fented to have come into the “igri in weer of'a 
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Servant 5 and thén enthralled Sinners could never 
have been made free : Had he not been humble, he 
would never-have been willing to be made under the 
Law ; and then the righteoufnefS.of the Law had ne- 
ver been fulfilled : Had he not’been lowly, he would 
never have borne our Fault and Punifhment 5 and 
then our Sins muft have been charged upon our own 
heads. 

Secondly, This will’ feta to fhame the proud 
hearts of men, efpecially thofe that profefs Chrift : 
O, fee the vilenefs of in ‘Byide in ‘the’ glafs of 
Chrift’s Hurnility ! ; 

Thirdly, Labour to be like to Chrift, and to be en- 
riched with this excellent adoring Grace of Hurni- 
lity. 

Fourthly, Here’ s Encouragement to humbled Sin- 
ners, from the Lowlinefs of Chrift : You that {ee your 
Iniquities to be heavier than you can bear, and are 
afraid becaufe of the Terrours of the Almighty 3 yet 
be encouraged to come to Chrift, becaufe he is humble, 
Ifa. 57.15. You that {ee no Worthinefs in your {elves 
to come before him, but are fearful to approach into 
his Prefence, becaufe of your Poverty and low Eftate 5 
be encouraged to draw nigh tohim, becaufe he is hum- 
ble, J/a. 41. 17. You that fee an Infinite diftance 
betwixt Godand you, and fo dare not approach him; 
let his Humility encourage you, he will not -defpife 
the Prayer of the deftitute, P/al. 102.17. You that 
think your Souls beneath the thoughts and care’ of 
fuch a God, and that he will take no notiee of you 3 
O, confider his Humility for your Hope, P/al. 113.6. 
Cherith expectations from Chrift’s Humility, for the 
mortification of your Pride; becaufe *tis God’s Ordi- 
nance and owe unto’ this ead) Matth.11.29. 
@ KU N . Cc A A P. 
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Wherein is hewn, the tranfcendent Meekne/s and 
Geutlenefs of Chrift; Lo his Enemies, and.to 
. bis People. od nis 


‘ & Nother Branch of the {weetnefs of Chrif’s Dif- 
A pofition and. Nature; is, ‘] ome 
_ Fifthly, His Mecknefs : He is meek, and lowly; 
Matth.11.29.. 7pa0s.quafi pats, thatis, facil and eafie; 
(as Criticks derive it ) becaufe they, that have this 
Mecknefs, are of a gentle, : pleafing, and affable Spirit 
to others: The Latines exprefs)it-by Manfuctus, one 
ufed to the hand, alluding to thofe wild Beafts that 
are thus tamed 5 They are gentle, and brought to the 
hand 5. they are fociable and familiar, not ftrange and 
harfh.; And fuch is the Lord Jefus 5; he\is,meek, of a 
{weet and gentle Spirit. and carriage towards all, 
when he opens himfelf asa Saviour to them, but efpe- 
cially he is fo towards his People. Meeknefs efpecial- 
ly. relates to Anger, as allaying, and moderating of it 5 
So, Arift. defines it to be the {weetning,of ones) Spirit; 
xemoving its roughnefs,’ harfhnefs, and Paffion, and 
rendring it gentle, pleafing, and affable,.even to them 
that provoke it. Now this is an excellent Spirit, 1 Pet. 
3.4. °Tis fpoken of Mofes, as one of his chiefett Ex- 
cellencies, Numb. 12.3. Now the man Mofes was we- 
ry meek, | And the Lord Jefus fets forth this to. be 
the greateft Excellency that he prefents in himfelf for 
the Imitation of his People, Matth. 11.29. When.the 
Prophet Zachary would delineate the fiately Majelty 
of Chrift, in his Kingly progrefS to his People, he dif- _ 
playes him in the Glory of his meeknefs, Zach. 9.9. 
Lby King cometh to thee meck, &c. So Pfal. 45. we ie 
chy . ory 
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Glory of Chrift im his’ triamphant;'March in th¢ 
World, is held> forth in his Meeknefs and ‘Truth 3: 
this:is part) of Chrif’siexcellent' Glory, as Mediator, 
2 Cor, 10.14 IT \befeech you by the Meeknefs.of Chrift,: 
Now? the Lord: Jefus is.replenithed with Meeknefs.::/\ 
»Firft, To hisEnemtes, This :he manifetted whilt: 
on’ Earth, to'fuch as hated him, abafed ‘hii, and! 
fought to takeaway! his Life 5 ’tis of fuch the) Pro-! 
phetdpeaks, Zach, 9..9ycompar’d-with Math. 21.53, 
Now:this Meeknefs.of Chrift to his: Enemies appears. 
 Pirft, In’ his: Slownefs to Anger, Pfal.:103. 8. Lhe 
Lov is flow to: Angers He ‘was not eafily provoked! 
whilft on Earth, under all the Provocations and‘Abis: 
feséaftupon him, Marth. 12:19. He shall not. ftrive. 
nor ety, neither hall any man hear his Voice in the Stneetse 
Paffionate perfons will'{trive to have their Will wher 
croft, to defend) their Names, to oppofe their Adver+' 
fatiesy’and to revile ‘them that reproach thems but 
Chrift was noty fo, he ftrove notcin a contentious, 
guarrelling way, but being reviled, reviled not again, 
1 Pet. 2.23. Under.all ‘his Sufferings, fuch as were 
able to' make the meekeft.man on Earth to cry out, 
and to\ftir up his Spirit againft them, yet Chrift was: 
filenty Ifa: 53.7. He was: oppreffed, he was afflicted, 
and yet opened not his Mouth, be is brought as a Lamb to. 
the Slaughter, and asa Sheep before bis Shearer is dumb; 
Jobe opened not bis Mouth. You fhall not find one 
froward Word from Chrift inall this Sufferings, ‘by: 
Fews or Gentiles s look over the Jeers and Reproaches: 
that were caftupon him in his Lifey and-athis Death 3 
Ts not this the Carpinter’s Son, Matth. 13.554 Es-nok 
this the Carpenter; the: Son of Mary, Mark 6.3. They 
call’d hima Wine bibber, a Friend of Publicanes and 
Sinners, and'yet we find him as a Sheep, dumb before 
the Shearers; The’ Pharifees chatg’d “him! to be:oné 
N22. that 
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that had ‘Corréfpondence with Devils, Matthoo. 3 4. 


but he was filent::: another time they call him a blaf- / 


phemer, Marth. 9.3.) but fee how. mildly Chrift an- 
{wers them, verft.4< Why think ye Evil in your Hearts? 


Another time we find him fleighted by the! Samari- 


tanes 5 he was coming to a Village in» Samaria) and 
fent: Meffengers to provide for him, but) they, refu- 
fed. ‘to entertain him, and take him. in, -becaufe 
his Face was as ithough he would go to Feru{alem, 
Luke 9. 515 Ges becaufe he feemed to; be of another 
way of Religion:'they could notendure him, becaufe 
he was for inftituted Worfhip, and.feem’d to profefs 
a ftri@ter. way than the Samzritanes.: He: look’d like a 


Puritan (faith Mx. Burroughs )..and therefore they\:fbut 


bim-out of their Houfes: now this was no f{imall. abufe, 


an ordinary Spirit would:not bear to have a door) 


fhut againit him 5 and hereupon,fome of the Difciples, 
Fames and Fobn, pleaded for Revenge, arnd:would: 
have had Fire from Heaven to deftroy: them, ver.'§4. 


Yet fee the MeeknefS of Chrifi’s Spitit under this Af-) 


front, ver. 55. He: turned and rebuked. them, and faid, 
ye know not what manner of Spirit-ye areof, for the Son, 
of man is not cometo.deftroy mens Lives,but to fave them. 

_ Secondly,In his mild Anfwers to them how mild- 
_Jy did he anfwer the ems, who faid, he-was a Sa- 


maritan, and hada Devil, Fobn 8.48.49. All his” 


Anfwer was, I have not a Devil; but I honour my Fa- 
thér, and ye difhonour me, fee in that Chapter, how 
contradi¢torily and crofsly they behav’d themfelves 
to him, yet with what wonderful Gentlenefs he an- 
fwers them: when Fudas.came to betray him, Matt. 
26. 49. with what Calmnefs doth he treat him, verfé. 
50, Friend wherefore art thou come? Who could have 
given fo gentle words to fo'vile a Traytor,. but the 


Mirror of Meeknefs? Luke hath it thus, a: 
Sai 0 a € 
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ot thou theSon of ‘man with a kif? Luke. 22. 480! 
what thou Judas my Difciple, who haft been fo long! 
with me, known my ‘Kindnefs,’'and ‘eat’ and drunk’ 
at my: table? what thou betray the Son ‘of man, ‘and: 
combine to take away thy Mafter’s life? canft thou find’ 
in thy heart to deal’ fo treacheroufly with thy Lord? 
How did he reprove Peter for {miting'the High-prief’s. 
Servant that came to take him, Mattht26.'5'1. to$5.: 
How {cornfully-did they treat him?” Matth. 26. 61. 
This Fellow faith I am able to deftroy the Femple of God, 
and to build it in three days 5 but he held his Peacesv.63.' 
The Jews mocked him, blind-folded, and {mote him, 
Luke '26. 63. Herod with his men of War {et him at’ 
nought, chap. 23. 11. The Rulers derided him, faying, 
others he faved, let bim fave bimfelf if be be the Chrift 
the \ehofen of God, ‘ver. 35. But lo how’ geritly this 
patient Lamb revenges thefe high Indignities, ‘ver. 34. 
Father forgive them, for'they know not what they do.’ *' 

‘Thirdly, In the Offices of Love, ‘he thews them 3 
he went about doing Good to his very Enemies,heap- 
ing Coals of Fite'on'their Heads, healitig their fick, 
feeding their hungry, and preaching the Gofpel: to: 
their poor, Marth, 14.14. chap. 11.5. His’ pitying’ 
them fhews his Meeknefs, Luke 19. 41. He beheld the 
City,and wept over it: now this Meeknefs of Chrift 
asiit is excellent in. itfelf, fo ’tis eminent in degree ¥ 
*tis large, and abundant Meecknefs; weigh but thele 
following Confiderations, and you will fay the'fame. ° 

Firft, The Greatnefs of thofe Provocations he hath 
received from them Sinners under the Gofpel make 
light of'Chrift, Matth. 22.5, They defpife him, 4c 
13+ 4.They rejeGthim, Job. 12. 48. They rebel againft 
him, Ifa. 1. 20. They crucifie him. Job, 19. r§e 
They blafpheme his Name, they belye his’ Truth; 
abufe his Love, undervalue his Blood,’ trampling ‘it 
BF 50272 . N 3. under 
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up thefe eh ee Phlh Ses emake a 
wile 1 man, mad, ‘but cannot render Ghrift ungentle,:: 

«Secondly, The Continuance of thefe Provocations 5 
All the day long, have T ftretched-outmycHaind, t0.2! 
gain-faying, people, Ia. 65 24-every, day, Hasg2v'5e 
Three years, Locke 1:31: '7:F orty ears}, Hrhsi3«.9s\Gonk! 
tinually,,Gera6. 54:-And. itis. wo. fmall Provocation 
to have.a Tryal.lye.on_ a! perfons:-back, yet fee. the 
Lothnefs of Chriff, to) defixoy his; very! Enemieg 3. he 
waits that he nyay, be, gracions,: and seb ap os thea 
to turn andi live; Joh..5+ 40...) Ad: 

. Thirdly, The greatnels. of bist Rer fbn, hacks ithe 
Majefty, on-high, |Kibg, of Kings, and, ord of Lords; 
Rev. £9. 164) He hath' Right to Sexvice and Worlhip 
from all his Creatures, To, bimevery, Knee muft bow, - 
and. Tongue conféf,-Phil. 2. 9. and yet that. he fhould 
bear fo meckly,, the: Abufess, Scorng, and Contempts 
of the vilelt. mieny\is.wonderful:, great men-arefoon 
incenfed. when their Honout-andylntereft are invaded 5 
but the Lord  Jefus is, greaty and yetmneck, a ame 
apd yet lowly, Pfalas» 39 \4.<Ceobs 92 Gal wrurl 

‘Fourthly, ‘The Defpicablenefs of, the Perfons. that 
sien him they. are his Creatures, nadell and anain- 
tain’d by! him, .infériour Worms whom he can: crufh 
every Momeut,| ‘and, irike dead witht his Look, Wotals 
Te 2) chap. 4509 
» /Rifthly, Bhe: erent Kindnels te hath: foi seam, 
he comes in \theit Errand tofave théit Souls, ‘he, 
his blood, that they might live, Rains i the. Law, 
and bore his Fathers. Wath, «that they. m coil 
his Favous; and, be fav'd to | ef sitsocnciad 
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Secondly, His Meeknefs.to his People is exceeding, 
great, as I (hall illuftrate ina few particulars. 

Firft, In his bearing with them, hevdid, not only 
bear their Sins for' them when on the Tree, but. ma- 
ny Provocations and Abufes from them now in Hea- 
ven; fohe bore with the J/raelites, 1/2. 31:8, Though 
their Tongue and their Doings was againft! the Lord 
to provoke the Eyes of hisGlory ; this was not the 
Carriage of Heathens, but of his own People 3. their 
Provocations,,was not a fingle AG from one part of 
them, but the whole Body combine againft him in 
Word and Deed : thefe were not {uppofed: Injuries, 
but'real: not intetmitted, but continued; not feldom 
but frequent. _ How oft did they provoke;him in the 
Wildernefs, and griev’d him in the Defart, they 
tempted him, limitted him, and murmured - againft 
him for Water, for Bread_and) for Flefh :, they rebell’d 
againft him, againtt his Inftitutions, in: Moers and 4a- 
ron, againft his Command about. gathering “Manna, 
fanGifying the Sabbath, and going againft their Ene- 
mies. They continually provok’d him to Anger,even 
to his very Face, Ifaiab 65. 3. vexed and. grieved his 
holy Spirit; and yet he bears it in the WildernefS for 
forty years, in the Land of Canaan, eight hundred and. 
fixty years before the Captivity 5: after this, five hun- 
dred, ninety, and fix years before he caft them off.O the 
admirable length of the Patience.and.Mecknefs’ of 
Chrift towards-that People,in bearing with them,con- 
fidering the Kind and: Length of their Provocations : 
fo. under the:Gofpel, he hath:a people redeemed: by 
his Blood,. fuch as avouch him: tor their’ Lord, and 
tread in his‘Courts ; now to thefe alfo he exercifeth 
much Long-fuffering and Patience if you weigh; » 
ce Pirlt, the»Multitude of their Sins, they! are more 
than can be numbred, more than the hairs of their 

Ahead, Pfal, 40, 12, Sins of Thoughts, Words, and 
eh N4 Deeds: 
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Deeds’ Sins’ sl apting Law and Gofpel, the firft and 
fecond Table; Sins in Duty and out of Duty; Sins 
every day, every moment; Gen. 6. 5. Sins'to the latt 
hour of their Lives, till their Tabernacle be pullPd 
down, and the body. of Death deftroyeds and this is 
not only the Condition’ of one,. or-of‘a-few Souls, 
but of all the Elect, every'man that liveth, I Kings 
8. 46. There is none shat finneth not. 

Secondly, The Aggravation of their Sits takeny: 

Firft, From the perfons finning, The redeemed of 
God, fuch as have ‘been bought with a’ great price, 
1 Cor.6.20. 1 Pet. 1. 18. The pardon of whofe former 
Sins coft fo dear,the Sons.and Daughters of God, Deut. 
32.19. Souls loved andichofen out of all: the World, 
to be his; yea they only: eleétedy and all others left, 
Amos 3. 2. Adopted to a glorious ftate, to be Kings 
and Priefts unto God, ' to be ‘Heirs and Go-heirs with 
Chrift, tobe.a nameand a Glory to him ;and yet for 
thefé’ to. be always ‘grieving, always provoking, al- 
waysireproaching of him, is hard indeed, but not too 
hard for Chrift ta bear. 

. Secondly, From. the perfon agatha whom they fan, 
they fin againtt their Father who loved:them with ~ 
an everlatting Love, drew them with ‘the Cords of 
Love; and led them in the paths of Lovey «who hath 
given ‘his Son for them, and to them,and fixed his 
unchangeable Love upon them, impayted the royal 
Priviledges of Sons to them, and yet to Sin againft 
him who is the Father of Chrift, and. théir Father, 
whofe Glory was dearer to him than his own Blood, 
is an aggravated Sin indecd. 

~ They fin againft God the Son, who gave himfelf 


- for them,.-and bought them with a great price. 


» They fin againft the holy Ghoft, who: pee 
ip theix low Effate, and brought them: the ‘ia 
bri; otto ii ar ‘ AY " 
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News of Salvation; who broke open their Prifon- 
doors, and let them forth into a glorious State of Li- 
berty 3 who quickned, enlightned, comforted; and 
helped them in all their Soul-ftraits; now to finagainft 
this God the Father, Son, and Spirit; ‘cannot but ex. 
céedingly provoke the Soul of Chrift. | 
Thirdly, the State in which they fin ; O! how in- 
confiftent is this withfuch an high and glorious Con- 
dition, Rom. 6.'14.. Sin fhall have no more Dominion 
over you, becaufé you are not under the Law, but under 
Grace. The Sins of fuch are the works of DarknefS 
in the day time, A&s of Enmity ina ftate of Recon- 
ciliation, and. grievous Bondage in times of Liberty. 
Fourthly, The dangerous Effects of their Sinning ; 
°Tis a corrupt Tree that brings forth fad Fruit, even 
the Grapes of Sodom, and the Wine of Gomorrah; - 
their Sins rob God of his Glory, and bring a greater 
Dithonour to him than all the Sins of the World be- 
fides, Rom. 2. 23. They grieve the Spirit of Chrift 
whereby they aré feal’d up to the day of Redemption, 
Eph. 4. 30. They deprefs and load, yea break the 
Heart of God, Amos 2. 13. They endeavour to fru- 
{trate divine grace, and render the Death of Chrift in 
vain, Gal. 5. 4. They do (as it were ) reduce the 
Lord to a great ftrait, what to do to fave their Souls, 
Hof: 6. 4. they Shipwrack all their Duties, and put 
a Vanity upon all their Profeffion, Labours, and Suf- 
ferings ; fuch run in vain, Gal. 2. 2. They fadden the 
Hearts, and weaken the hands of the Godly, and be- 
come ftumbling blocks in their way, Pfail. 119. 158, 
And they do a great deal of mifchief to the wicked 
in prejudicing them againft the Lord Jefus, and his 
holy ways, in hindring their Reception of the Gofpel, 
and depriving them of the Fruits and Labours of 
Chritt seve their Converlion, in juftifying them 
; : ’ in 
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in their wayes, encouraging them,in, their Sins, and 
in, or them to hlafphems, the: holy. Name of 
Go 
_ Fifthly, The bleffed Ree tne ni aaine oad 
againft their Sins 5 they have many, Obligationsagainti 
it, and many Experiences of the, Evil,af it,’ aud, yet 
ftill continue init: O; this. doth make the busden of 
the Sins of the Godly excceding heavy to Chrifj:and 
yet that. he fhould bear them {0 patiently,and. not 
confume them; That; though proyoked daily by..the 
Brambles, and fcratching Abominations of ‘his People, 
Es ‘his Fury fhould, not be kindled,into a terrible 
lame to burn them up,. doth manifelily sempontisate 
his meeknels to be exceeding Blea how 
Secondly, Chrift’s forbearing, of his Ai: is ario- 
_ ther Evidence of his Slownefs to, Anger :He:is not 
ealily provoked, Neb. .9..17. Howslong, doth he for- 
bear, before he, ftrikes? he firft threatens, and. -then 
waits, calls. and exhorts, fhakes the. red,.and then 
ftrikes gently, 1/2. 30. 18. Therefore will the Lord, wait 
that he may be gracious. 

Thirdly, His readinefS to be. Palle to them, 
when angry, P/al.86.5. Thou, Lord, art.good, and ready” 
to.forgive. O, confider his periwading them to-Re- 
pentance 3, how. doth he. labour, to convince them of 
their, Sin, and invite, them to. xeturn 3 he -entreats, 
seafons, and be -feechcth them to,beieconciled,:2-Cor. 
5.19, 20, Lo,, how .affectionately -doth he, receive 
them when they return! how willingly,doth he litien 
his Ear to their confellion of Sin, and, bemoaning of 
thdir.condition? Jers 31-13... ; 
~ Fourthly, The moderation. of his Anger, when: rai- 
fed, fhews his mecknefs; I/a. 27. 738+ In meafure when 
a Mooreth forth, thou wilt debate with it. Hecnepeltbis 
; rough, li in the day of bis Eaft-wind, ae: 4146 4 mi 
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Laftly, His actual forgiving all their Iniquities, 
Pfal. 103. 3- Who forgiveth all thine Iniquities, Luke 
Fe hPid [te 44. 22eo 

Vie. Now, if the Lord Jefus Chrift be fo full cf 
meeknefs to his very Enemies, fo rich in gentlenefs, 
{weetnefS of Nature, and Patience to his People, then 
learn this needful Leffon of him ; to be of a meek and 
patient Spisit, Behold, how. quietly “he took ‘up his 
Crofs, and, bore reproaches and: Indignitiesfromthe 
wortt of men: yea, how ftill he was unde? the infinite 
weight of his Father's wiath,: Learn meeknefs from 
his Gentlenefs, as the: Elephant doth from: the Lamb; 
when the Elephant. issn his greatelt Furys fet but a 
Lamb : before him, and his: wrath will» prefently be 
allay’d: Learn of Chrift.to bear Injuries, to réftrain. 
your Anger, not to be angry, but when Duty, and the 
Caufe of God calls you to it: Tis onely:Sin fhould 
be the Object ofa Chriftian’s-Anger. Mofes was calm 
at his own Reproaches, but could not be ftill when 
God was: difhonoured., Learn from Chrilt to mode- 
rate the meafure of your Anger he corrects in mea- . 
{ure : Let not your Anger exceed the defert of the 
Provocation 5, Learn from him to tinie: your Anger. 
Asa word fitly {poken, fo Anger {eafonably exerted 
is beautiful : and learn from him to remove it when 
the Caufe is gone. Anger fhould be as Phylicky:laid 
afidé when there is no need of it: Truemeeknefs may 
eafily be difcerned by its ends and grounds, it mutt not 
proceed from a willingnefs:to, be aveng*d on/others; 
but to amend. and! reform them. Ssh 9% 
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Wherein is demonftrated the infinite Bounty of 


Chrift to all his Creatures, with the manuer: 
of his giving. 1 ie dale 


WHE next thing which difcovers the fweetnefs 
of Chrift’s Difpofition, and greatnefs of his 
oF Perfonal Treafure, is, pore tod 
. Sixthly; His Liberality : He is of a bountifal Dif 
pofition ;. and this, you know, is of an endearing Na- 
ture,Rom.§.7- Scarcely for a righteous man will one die, 
yet peradventure for a good man fome would even dare to 
dye. Pfal. 13. 6. Iwill fing unto the Lord, becaufe he 
bath dealt bountifully with me, Now this ‘Liberality:of 
Chrift appears, Robuc) ip dle 
Firft, To, all his Creatures, Pfal. 145: 94The Lord 
is good. to all; and his tender mercies sare over all bis, 
works, Pfal.136.25. Pfal. 145.15. Whofeheart isfo 
Jarge,whofe hand {0 wide as Chrift’s ? ver.06.°Heup- — 
holdeth all things by the word of his Power,Heb.1.3. 
And by him all things confift, Col. 1.17. There is ne- - 
ver a moment but he is laying out upon his Creatures, 
and\that mutt needs be a large Treafure that maintains. 
the whole World. i Sh 
Secondly, To his Enemies : He doth goodito thofe 
that hate him :. He gives large portions of this World’s 
goods to Efaz’s: And uncharitableDives’s do many 
times fare delicioufly, and are cloathed gorgeoutfly,by 
his Bounty, The wicked profper, Fer.5.28. Nay, he doth 
not only give them the fat things of this Life, but the 
great things of his Kingdome. O, the Privileges and 
Favours that Hypocrites enjoy as well as Saints! He 
fends his Gofpel to every Creature;.and canfeth the 
: re a 
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very Dews of Sion to fall upon his Adverfaris. 

Thirdly, Efpecially to his Children ; for to. thefé 
he gives, . VAR 

Firft, Good things: Whatever they have of him 
fhall be good,. Fer. °32+40.' I will not turn away from 
them to do, them good. Their.very Afflictions. are for 
good :| their Wormwood and, Gall is good : Rebukes 
of God upon them, ftripping and humbling Providen-. 
ces » may,/their very Corruptions, by this, Bounty, 
prove tojtheir advantage. . 

Secondly, All good things. He giver Grace and Glo- 
ry, and no good thing will he. withhold from them that. 
walk uprightly, Pfal.84. 11. Pflal.34. 10. All the good 
God fees fit for them, and. they are capable to receive, 
fhall be diftributed to them.. ARE fo 

Fhirdly; Great things : Not Common, but choice 
Mercies, pafling Knowledge, Myfteries, not onely to 
the World, but to themfelves :. Things unfearchable, 
and things unutterable; Things that cannat be known 
as they are, nor valued as they deferve.. What one Na- 
tion ( faith David to God ) is like thy People, whom God 
ment to redeem fora People to himfelf, tomake bina 
Name, and to do for them great things and terrible, 2 Sam. 
7. 23. Redemption-work brings forth great and ter- 
rible things, for redeemed Souls. O, the great things 
that God doth, and Chrift gives to every ranfom’'d 
Soul, Fob,37.5. Things which we cannot compre- 
hend, as you will {ée, if you give but a general Survey 
on the Inventory of Chrift’s Gifts. I (hall inftance in 
{ome of the moft remarkable. 

Firft, That, unvaluable Gift of Light, He is the 
Light of the World, fob. 8.12. How deformed is 
Darknefs, how beautiful is Light, Ecclef. 11.7. He is 
@ Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory, @xc. Luke 
2.32. He is the bright Morning Star : theSun vi Righ- 
ret < es tcoulneS 
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teoufnels from whom the light of Life and all true 
Wifdom comes ; now this isa great and excellent 
thing, Ecclef, 2.13. Wifdom excelleth Folly, as far as 
Light excelleth Darknefs, and this you know is very 
far :-Wifdom ‘is preferred before’ Rubies;’and the 
moft excéllent things,’ Prov. 8: from ver. 10, to 20. 
That muft nééds be great which all the ‘World can- 
not purchafe, but this is Wifdom * now ‘all true 
Wifdom comes by Jefus Chrift, he is the Wifdom of 
God, 1 Cor. 1.30. So, who hath brought to'light the! 
7a Gi, the hidden things of God, and that could by 
no ways be known but by Revelation >No man hath 
knovn the Father, but the Soh, and he to whom the Son 
foall reveal him, Matth. 11. 27. He giveth Khowledge 
and Wifdom to whom he pleafeth, that fpecial Wif- 
dom which none of the Princes’ of 'this’ World can 
attain unto, 1 Cor. 2.7.8. ma 
- Secondlly, Life; He hath brought Lifé to’ Light by 
the Gofpel, 2 Tim. 1. 10. and is not this a great gift ? 
All that aman hath will he give for bis Life, Fob. 2. 4.° 
O! then what is Life from the dead to his people, 
Eph. 2. . He is our Life, Col. 3.3. I am come that 
they may have Life, and have it more abundantly, Joh. 
10. 10. pialeh oes nail 
Thirdly, His Loves, all the World and Houfes full 
of Treafures cannot be compar’d to Love, Cant. 8. 7. 
Should Chrift give all the World and’ withhold. his 
Heart, it were but a mean gift: Favours ar¢ valuable 
by the love whence they come, Ifa 63.9. In his 
Love and in his Pity he redeemed them, Pals 63.3. Dent. 
33-3. All Believers are fet as a Seal upon his Hearc, 
Cant. 8. 6. He hath loved them with ‘an’ everlaftin 
Love; they have his Heart, and none elfes ~ 4 
Fourthly, Himfelf; There being nothing greater 
than him({elf, to demonftrate the Large ave ow 
- eart 
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Heart tohis people s/he gave himfelfy Eph. 5. 25. Hho 
loved the Church, and gave himfelf for it 5. that is, fold 
himfelf to purchafe: them, gave himfelf to divine Ju | 
ftice: to fatishe the Law,and totafteofiDeath for them; 
all that he hadias. Mediator he partedewith for them = 
and hath giverithimfelf to themalfo, Heb. 8. 10. And 
I will be to-tbem a\God,. and they fhall be to mea Peo 
ple. They have his perfon, Hof. 3.:3. Thou (hale not be 
for another, fo will I alfo be for thee. All his Beauties 
and perfonal Perfections, asdefetibed, Ganti's. vere 9. 
to the end; all Believers have ‘al Marriage’ right un2 
to him by way lotGift 5 again,he hath given them his 
Purchafe, all that he hath bought with his* Bloody 
Math. 26. 28. This is my Blood of the New Tetament, 
Shed for you. poe tld 

_ Fifthly,) “His Laws ‘and Scepter to guide them 
through the World, and to fteer out their Courfelof 
Duty and Safety; :and this isia great thing, Hof 8, 12. 
I have written to him the great things of my Law (Ra 
bab) the excellent or honourable things of my Law : 
for this word: notes Quality as.well as Quarifity 5 and 
if thethings of God’s Law. are fo great, what are 
the Truths of the Gofpel, called: fo.great Salvatior\ ? 
Deut. 4. 8. And mbat Nation is fo great thiat bath Sta- 
tutes and Fudgments fo righteous? Pfal.:147. 19. ° 

Sixthly, HisSpirit 5 This he gives to all his Peo- 
ple, Rom.8.9. Tf any man hath not the Spirit of Ghrift 
he is none of hisyt- Cor. 12.13, We are all: by one Spi- 
nit baptized intoone body: Vhis\is promifed ‘by ‘the 
Lord Jefus, Jobo 16.7. 5) fei) one! : 
Seaventhly, His Promifes.; For in him are all the 

Promifes of God, yea, and Amen, 2! Cor. 1. 20; Thatis, 
they.are fure and certain it Chrift, 2 Pet. 1. 4: Where- 
by are given unto us, exceeding grtat.and precions Promi- 
fes, Gal. 30.22... ney baw YS wr 
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. Laftly, His Kingdom; Col. 1.13. And hath tranf. 
lated us into the Kingdom of his dear Son. A blefled 
Change indeed, from Sin to Grace, from Darknefs 
to Light, from the Kingdom of Satan, to the King- 
dom of Chrift, 2 Pet. 1s 11. So an Entrance fhall be 
adminiftred to you abundantly into the Kingdom of onr 
Lord and Saviour Fefis Chrift. All Believers are invelt- 
ed with the glorious Priviledges of this Kingdom, 
they all become Kings and» Priefts unto God, Rev. 1.6. 
Nay a Kingdom of Priefts, Exod. 19. 6. They are en- 
titled to all the royal Endowments, Inveftments, and 
Favours that belong to the Children ‘of a King ; they 
all wear: his royal Robes of Glory, they have noble 
Entertainment, moft delicious Food, ithe higheft Ho- 
nours and Thrones to fit on; Chrift gives them the 
sa purchafed Poffeffions and Manfions of 

Jory. 

Fourthly, The ‘Liberality of Chrift appears in the 
manner of his giving, now this may come under a 
fix-fold Confideration. 

Firft, He gives readily and propenfly: many give, 
but by Conftraint, as the unjuft Judge, Luke 18. or 
from fear of Shame or Reproach; men ufually give — 
with Reludtancy, but Chrift readily, as Paul {peaks 
of the Church of Macedonia, 2 Cor.8..3. that they 
were prone to Charity beyond. their power; and of 
Titus, ver. 17. that being more forward of his own 
accord he went unto them 3 fo. it nuay be more truly 
faid of Chrift, that he wants no external Motives or 
Per{wafions to exert his Bounty. For, = * 

Firft, Chrift’s Gifts are his peoples due, they have 
Right to allhis Fullnefs 5 Chrift is the Believers and 
all that ishis, Foba 3. 16. Cant. 6. 3. 1am my _ belo- 
ved’s and my beloved is mine, 1 Cor. 3. 21. For all 
things are yours, they are purchas’d for them, and gi- _ 
ven to them, Second-" 
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Secondly, Chrift’s Office and publick Defignation 
to this Work fhews it, he is fet apart for this end, 
that he might be the Author of eternal Life, the Giver 
of all that good that his people need, Fob. 17. 2. As 
thou halt given bim Power over all Flefh,’ that he fhould 
give eternal Life, @e Joh. 6.27. Him hath God. the 
Father fealed; that is, deputed to this Office and 
Truft, to be the Lord keeper of his Houfe, and Dif- 
penfer of his Fathers Goods. All that Chrift hath 
as Mediator, is to be diftributed to his: he hath no- 
thing but muft be employed for the Salvation of the 
Eleét, for ftich is the Agreement betwixt the Father 
and him, Fob. 17. 10. All mine are thine, and thine are 
mine, and I am glorified in them. ty 
Thirdly, He hath never the lefs for giving, and 
therefore never weary of giving; what’s that makes 
men foon tyred with Acts of Bounty, why becaufe 
‘the more they give the lefs they have, and fo fail at 
laft in their Ability 5 but *tis not fo with Chrift, he 
is Fullnefs ftill, notwithftanding all the vaft Diftribu- 
tions that go out of his Treafury every day, to fill up 
Heaven and Earth, Men and Angels. F remember 
a notable faying of a worthy Divine, Should all the 
World fays he) fet themfelves to drink free Grace, Mer- 
cy, and Pardon, dry, drawing Water ‘continually from 
the Wells of Salvation, nay if they fhould fet themfelves 
to draw from one fingle Promife, an Angel ftanding by 
and crying, drink O my Friends, drink abundantly, take 
fo much Grace and Pardon as fhall be abundantly fuffici- 
ent for the world of Sins which is in every one of you,they 
would not’ be able to fink the Grace of the Promife, one 
Hairs breath. When’ Beggers come to our doors, 
they many times ‘promife us, upon the Reception 
of an Alms, they will ‘trouble us no more, But . this 
would be an improper Expreflion. to Chrift, whofe 
ee O Heart 
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Heart is fo propenfe to give, and whofe Treafures 
are inexhauttible, Col. 2. 9.; For in bim dwells all the 
Fullne{s of the: God-head bodily, Col. 14'19- 

Forthly, He gets by giving; Advantage is a fure 
Agreement, all men feck their own, every man his gain 
from his Quarter : now if giving appears to be Chrift’s 
Advantage, you may be fure he. will be willing to 
gives menolavifh out their Gold for Idolatry, carnal 
perfons pour out their whole Wealth upon their Lutts, 
the Merchant adventures all he hath for Gain, and 
can you think that Chrift only will be clofe handed ? 
Pfal.. 68..18. Here tis faid, he receives Gifts, Eph. 4. 8. 
"Tis faid, he gave gifts: what Chrift,receiv'd was not 
for himfelf, but to give unto Sinners, and that in or- 

_der to his Dwelling amongft thems Chrift’s Gifts are 
to further his Service, 1 Pet. 4. 10. and his Peoples 
Profit, 1 Cor. 12. 7. acct aa 

Fifthly, He is never more pleafed, than. when he 
gives; This appears in his carneft inviting Souls to- 
ask of him, Fob. 16. 24. Hitherto you have asked no- 
thing in.my Name, ask that-your Foy may be full. Had 
not the Lord Jefus.a great Delight to difpenfe freely 

_to his People, he would not. have us’d fuch Argu-- 
ments to perfwade them to beg; °tis faid of Titus Ve- 
Spafian, that he never denyed any thing to thofe that 
asked him, but would call upon them, to ask fome- 
thing of him. . 

Laftly, This doth wonderfully greaten his Glory, 
Fob. 14.13. Whatever ye askin my Name, that will I 
do, that the Father may be glorified inthe Sou. This verfe 
fhews the Reafon why the.Saints thall do. greater 
works than .thofe that Chrift did, becaufe they thall 

have the Power of Chrift to help them; he will do 

for them what they ask,and give them what they {eek 5, 

and the reafon is, becaufe hereby the divine'Glory is 
; more 
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more manifefted, the Fathers Glory in the Sons Glo- 
ry 5 for the Father and he are one, and the Fathers 
Glory is his Glory, the more he gives, the more the 
Father is glorified,’ and the more the Father is glori- 
fied, the more is the Son alfo. . Feusic) 

Secondly, He gives feecly without any refpect ta 
Meritr Compenfation, Rev, 21. 6) To bim that is a 
thirft, will I give to drink of the Water of Life freely. 
(Aestéay) That is,without any antecedent Caule,Worth 
or Merit, Rom.3.24. Being juftified freely by his Grace. 
As Juttification comes freely without any Worth ox 
Righteoufnefs in man, fo do all the gifts of God, 
Rom. 8, 32. How can he but with,him freely give us 
all things? 1 Cor. 2.12, Chrilt\dothinot fell but give 
his Favours freely, according to. the pleafure of his 
own Will, I/a. 55.1. This is a Truth hard tobe te- 
ceiy'd, becaufe *tis beyond thexeafon of men, -how 
Grace (hould move'tvithout any .,Motives and, Attra- 
tives. belides it felf,.but yet this bounty of Chrift 
hath’no xefpect of Perfons, 2 Chron.,19.7.. 

Thirdly, He gives prefently. Mercies in hand, he 
doth not fay as the unjult and covetous man, go, and 
come again to morrow, aud I will give it thee, when 
tis by him 5 he doth not delay--to beftow. Mercies.on 
his poor.Creatures, one Jot beyond the due time, Pfal, 
145.15. Gal. 6.9. Ghrift is never at a. lols to give, 
he only, flays for a fit times, he had many things to 
fay tohis Difciples, but he wanted a convenient oppor- 
tunity; they were notable to bear them, Fob.16. 42% 

Fourthly, He gives heartily; Jera3.2. 41. I will 
rejoyee over them to do them good, with my whole Heart, 
and with my whole Soul. He doth not pretend Kind- 
nefs, and yet begrudge it in his Heart, all his Promi- 
fes are the Intents of his Heart, Fer. 30.24. Pfal.5 1.18. 
Do Good in thy good Pleafire to Sion. 

: ign) Fifth- 
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Fifthly, He gives liberally, Zam.1.5. If any man’ 
lack Wifdom, let him ask it of God vebo giveth liberally. 
(&@ase) Sirhply, purely, with acandid Mind and full 
Intent to'do good: *tis rendred: bountifully, as Ei-. 
berality comes from a fimple and pure Heart, he’gives 
many times more than we ask, as the fick man of the 
Pallie:came for Health, and Chrift gave him Pardon 
to boot ; Solomon asked Wifdom, ‘anid God gave him 
more than he begged; Riches and Honour too, 2 Kin. 
312. 13.'He gives richly to his People of all good 
things to enjoy, 1 Tim. 6. 17. Sutable to his Treafurés, 
Phil. 4. 10. According} to ‘his Riches in ‘Glory by 
Chrift, above what we can ask or think, Eph. 3.20. 
He gives a Kingdom, Luke 12.'22/and therefore bids 
us open our Mouths wide, and he owill fill them, 
Pfal. 81. 10. rte.” JOR es 
“Lafily, He gives conftantly every day and every 
moment, he is never weary of well-doing, I/a. 40.28. 
The Lord fainterh not, neither'is weary; men are foon 
- tyred with Adts' of Bounty, to-which the Apofile al- 
Judes, Gal: 6. 9. But the Lord Jefus is a Fountain 
that never ceafeth running, heis always doing; there. 
. is never a moment but he is opening his Treafures 
and filling the hungry Soul, P/al.73. 26. God is my 
Portion for ever. The Saints are always living on God, 
atid are ever receiving from him, His Mercies are new 
every Morning, Lam. 3. 23. Yea though through 
Carelefnefs they have lott their Mercies, as the Spoufe 
Jott the prefence of Chrift, Cant.'5. and the Taftes of 
his Love, verf: 27.6. And though’ by’ Sin they have 
forfeited their Mercies, and have given the “Lord 
caufe to withhold them, yet heis never weary of do- 
ing them good, but always commiieg ting? fome- 


thing or other to them. ra 
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Ufe 1. 1s Chrift fo bountiful? Then this may ferve 
to convince all Chriftlefs Souls under the Gofpel of 
the greatnefs of their Sin in fleighting and contemn-. 
ing Chrift, becaufe it is utterly oppofite to the Streams: 
of his Bounty, towards thems .this, Sinner, ‘will gall 
thy Confcience another day, when Chrift thallfay, 
what Iniguity haft thou found in me, that thy,Heart 
is fet againft me? have not I born thee all thy days, 
maintain’d thee ever'fince thou waft born, and feds 
thee with Food convenient ? and yet thou wilt héve 
none of me, ‘but lifteft_ up thy hecl againft’ me, arid 
crucifyeft me» with thy. Sins every day; fo did: the: 
Lord plead with Ifrael, Hof. 11.23. 4. eset 
Ufe 2.This will ferve to humble the people of Chrift. 
Firft, Fortheir great Unthankfulnefs to Chrift5.O. 
how great are the Obligations of Believers. to Chrift, 
both for upper and) nether Springs, thy daily. Bread 
comes out of his Cupboard, all thy Comforts and Pre- 
fervations are received from him, but .efpecially, thy 
Souls Mercies are the Products of his Bounty, thy En- 
lightnings, Awakenings, Drawings and Begettings to: 
God, thy Pardon, Peace, and hope of glory are-all from 
him, and yet who renders to Chrift for all the Benefits 
done to him, who returns to give Glory to Gods 
this is a grievous Sin, 2 Tim. 3. 2. ; 
Secondly, For their hard Thoughts of Chrift ; hath: 
the Lord Jefus laid out fomuch upon thee, and hath yet 
fuich Riches in Store for thee, and art thou always di- 
firufting of him, and on every occafion jealous and fuf- 
picious of his bounty ? Pf: 77. 7,8,9) Pf. 78. 22.32... 
. Thirdly, For. their little Improvement of Chrift’s 
bounty 5 fee,this in Foafh,2 Kin.13.from ver.17.to 20. 
Fourthly,For looking to Creatures for their Supplies. 
more than to Chrift, fer.2.13. This isa heathenith Sin, 
Bom, 1.25. They loved and ferved the Creature more than 
the Creator Ifa. 55.2. aps 8 CHAP, 
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Wherein the Faithfulne[s of Chrift.é opened, in 
 accomplifhing all his: Propheftes, fulfilling his 
Promiifes to allthe Truft committed to himand 

in all the Relations he ftands to his People. 


: H E Swectnefs and Excellency of Chrif's Dif 
@ © polition confilts'alfo. 

Laftly, In his Juftice and Fidelity; he is 
righteous, true, and faithful in-all he doth and under- 
takes, and this argues an-excellent Spirit ; this was 
part of that. Glory, ‘the Spirit of God puts on Mofes, 
Numbit2. 74 But my Servant Mofes is not fo, who is 
faithful in all my Houle, with him will T{peak Mouth to 
Mouth: even apparently, God puts a fingular Value 
on ‘Mofes, hath a peculiar kindnefs forhim, and affords 
Him more intimacy with himfelf than others have,be- 

. caufe ofhis Faithfulnefs: So Daniel, Ie was his gteat 
~~ Honour that his‘very Enemies-could not’ {pot him, or 
find any Error in him, on the account of his Unfaith- 
-» tulnefs, Dan.-6. 4. ’ Twas this brought’ fadab intofo 
~ “Nhigh an Eftimation with God, as’tis (aid, Hof.11.12. 
Fudah ruled with God, and was faithful with the Saints. 
Nay’ a'faithful perfou is a Jewel fo rare, that he can 
- ttatcely be found, Prov. 20. 6. Every manwill proclaim 
his own Goodnef.but afaithful man, who can find 2? That 

is, as {ome render it, °Zis a common thing for men to 
talk of their Goodnefs, Bounty and Metey; but °tis a rare 
thing for them to be fo indeed, to be fo good as they feem 

,, t0be. Others commient'on it thus, “Tis an eafie thing 
for men to promife- fair, and to {peak of great things they 
will do, but fer are foxnd that perform their word, and 
are what they promife tober Take it in either Senfe; a 


~ 
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faithful man is a rare thing, who can find it, as {el- 
dom feen almoft, as a black Swan, ora rich Jewel. 
Now the Lordi Jefus is thus excellent, he is true, 
though every man be a Lyer, called the faithful Wit- 
- nefs, Rev. 1.5. His Name as well as Nature is faith- 
ful, Rev. 19. 11. The Lord Jefus gives:a faithful Te- 
ftimony of the love that God bears to Sinners, he lay 
in the Fathers bofom, and hath given.a true Revela- 
tion of him, Rev. 1. 5. 1/411. §. Faithfulnefs is the 
Girdle of his Reins. The Prophet alludes to thofe Or- 
naments, Kings did ufeto wear; they wore a Girdle 
as an Enfign of Honour.and Power, Fob 12.18. He 
loofeth the’ bonds of Kings, that is, their» Girdle, by 
which he means their Power and Authority, which 
he removes : now inftead of this Enfign of “Honour 
which Kings did wear, Chrift (hall be cloathed with 
Faithfulnefs and Righteoufnefs, this’ fhall be his Or- 
nament aud Glory, Heb. 2.17. Heis the faithful bigh- 
rieft. b 
: Firft, He is faithful and juft to all men, even tohis 
very Enemies, he will not wrong them in the leaft ; 
he renders to every one his due, Rom. 2. 6. The very 
Hypocrites fhall have their’ Reward, Matth. 6.2. The 
Lord Jefus will not give caufe to any to fay at the laft 
day, that he is their Debtor, or dcth them Wrong, 
Matth. 20. 13. The wicked (hall have their Portion 
in this Life, all that is coming to them, as much as 
they ca in Juftice demand; If Abab repent he thall 
have Reprieve from his Punifhment ; eternal Repen- 
tance fhall obtain eternal Deliverance. If Efau pray 
for the Bleilings of this life with Tears, God will 


give them to him, he cannot be a Debtor to any 5“his | 


very Enemies (hall have their due, as much as their — 


holy one of Z/rael cannot lye, what Pxomile foever = 


outward Duties or fervile Labours amount to ; forthe 
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God makes fo any outward Adtion or Vertuejit (hall 
certainly be fulfilled, he cannot defraud ary the Pha- 
vifees {hall have their Honour, Fudas his bag; Demas 
the World, and Dives his Pleafures: he. that com- 
mands his People to render every oné their en can- 
not poflibly wrong any. 

Secondly, He is faithful to his People, 1 Pe Z 19. 
Let them that fuffer according to the Will of God commit 
the keeping of their Souls ito himin mell-doing as unto a 
faithful Creator: That is, Chrift is able to keep you in 
Sufferings becaufe he made you of nothing, and he 
that gave you a being when you were nothing, he can 

keep you now, though all the World’ be. fet againft 
you : He can do it becaufe he created you of nothing, 
and he will do it,becaufehe is faithful,and hath promi- 
fed 3 now this Faithfulnefs of Chrilt to his people lies. 

Firft, In hi8 exact Accomplithment of all his Pro- 
phelics, Al) rbings written concerning him, ave fulfilled 
in him, Luke 18,31. A tittle of God's word halk 
not fall.to the prove all the Types and legal Figures 
as they thadowed out:Chrift to come, namely, the 
High-priett, the Altar, the {cape Goat, éc. were per- 
fectly-accomplitht in him, ‘they were the Shadows, he 
the Subftance ; all Scriptuxe Propheties concerning di- 
vine Providence, the Refurrcction of Sion, and the 
Deftruction of Babylon, Uball be fulfilled to: one Tota, 
Enke 2%. 22. 

Secondly:i in Setbicitling is Promifes, never an En- 
gagementmade by the Father to the Son, or by him 
to his people, but he will{ee it: affuredly made goods 
Rom. 152861 Kings 8.28. 2 Pet. 3. 9.' Lhe Lord. is 
not flack concerning bis Promifis, Tit. 142, 2Core 1420. 

All the Promifis-are inhim, yea, and Ameny 
Objet. Chrif?’s Faithfulnefs in fulfilling bis| Peomaifes 
pertains only 10 the Heirs, ofthe Promifess ‘bit. el 
a 1 
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eall the Promifes mine, becaufe of my unfaithfulne(s to Ged. 

Anfw. The Promifes of God-are not made to the 
Doers of the Law or Go’ pel, but to Believers : nor are 
they made for doing, but upon believing : Tis true, by 
Faithfulnefs and Obedience comes the thing promifed, 
but a Title to the Promifes is procured by believing 5 
pray put adiftinction between the Promifes, and the 
thing promifed, Gal. 3.22. That the promife by Faith 
of Felis Chrilt, might be given to them that believe, Heb. 
6.17,18. The promife of Grace, Healing, and Salva- 
tion, depends not upon the.fidelity of the faved Soul, 
but upon the faithfulnefs of God, in Chrift. 

Obj. But I do not find the Promifes made good to mes 
God hath faid, He will never leave nor forfake his People, 
but, I doubt, he bath forfaken me 5 for I cannot fee bis out- 
goings in the Santiuary : He hath promifed to hear the 
Prayers made in his Name 3 to difpence Grace, to give out 
his Spirit, and to create anew heart 5 but I find not the . 
performance of thefe things in me. 

Anfw. Firlt, Ifthe Lord Jefus doth not fulfill his 
Promifes, ’tis becaufe thou art not fit for them : God 
would have brought Ifrdel unto’ Canaan, near forty 
years before he did, but they were not fit for that mer- 
cy : They were carnal, lufting, murmuring, rebelling; 
fo that God fent them back again into the Wilder- 
nefs. Chrift would have taught his People many glo- 
rious Truths, but they were not able to bear them, 
Fob. 16. 12. Food, yea, the choiceft Dainties, upon a 
diltempered Stomach, are caft away,they. feed nothing 
but the Difeafe: If God accomplifh not his Word 
to thee, *tis becaufe thou art uncapable for it: Thy 
Iniquities, it may be, withhold good things from 
thee, Ifa. 59.3. 

_ Secondly, Chrift may be performing his Promifes 
though thow doft not fee it: For, ‘f 
ree Firft, 
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Firft, Chrift doth fulfill his Promife, though he 
doth not give the fame thing he feems to promife: 
If he give thee that which is eqnivalent’in the room 
of it: So, if the Lord doth not give his People the 
Comforts of this Life, yet if he gives them Contents 
ment. without them, he fulfills his Promife 3 So he 
dealt with Paul, Phil. 4.11. I have learned in every 
flate to be contented sand with David, Pfal. 16.6. The 
Difciples had nothing, yet in the want of all, they 
had all things, 2 Cor.6.10. If im the want of Bread, 


God gives Strength and Satisfaétion, he fulfills his’ 


Word. The wicked in their Fulnef$ are in Straits, Fob, 
20.22. But the Godly in their Straitshave a Fulnefs. 
Secondly, Chritt doth fulfll his Promife, though he 
gives not the fame thing, if he gives a better thing > If 
Chrift withholds Earthly things, and gives Spiritual ; 
As Saul found not his Affes,but in the room of them 
met with a Kingdom: The Difciples loft their Nets 
and Boats, and found a Treafure in Chrift : They loft 
their taking, of Fith, and became Fifhers ofmen : Paul 
fuffer’d a Shipwrack of all his own Excellencies, an 


found the Excellencies of Chrifti Ww: 


Thirdly, Chrift fulfills his Promifes, though he do 
not give the fame things his People would have, ‘yet, 
if he gives them futable things, fuch»as he fees beft 
futes and fits their prefent ftate : So the Difciples ex. 
pected, a Temporal Kingdom, but Chrift gave them 
a Spiritual Kingdom. It may bea little Mercy is more 
futable for thee than a great deal ; Children muit have 
their meat {uted to'their Health, not their Stomach : 
Paul could not bear much Vifion of God, and there- 
fore muft have a Thorn in the Plefh) 2Cor. 12.7.. 

Fourthly, Chrift doth fulfill his Promife, though he 
doth not give thee what titou.thinkeft thou dott want, 


Pri : aT 
if he give chee what he Knows thou wantelt, Rom.8.26. ~ 


Thou. 
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Thou fuppofeft thon wanteft Comforts, he with- 
holds them, and gives thee humblings. 

Fifthly, Chrift fulfills his Promife, though he doth 
not deliver thee out of thy prefent Evils, if he there- 
by preferves thee froma greater Evil: As Paul had a 
thorn in the Flefh, the’ Meffenger of Satan to buffet 
him 3 left, through the abundance of Revelations, 
he fhould be puffed up, and his Soul in danger of 
Ruine. ; 

Laftly, Chrift doth fulfill his Promife, ifhe doth it 
in his own time, though he doth it not in our time. 
So in Abraham , God promifed him a Son, he expet- 
edit many years fooner, but God kept it till the moft 
convenient feafon. Every thing is beautiful in its fea- 
fon, Ecelef. 3. 11. 1 Pet. 5. 6. Mercies are AffliGtions, 
when out of due time: Now, tis he that gives the 
Mercy, can beft tell when to give it, Fer. 49. 19. Who 
spill appoint me the time, Lev. 26. 4. The Faithfulnefs 
of Chrift is firm and unalterable, whatever Objections 

‘Unbelief makes againft it. He will perform all his Pro- 
miles, Gen. 28.15. And bebold, I am with thee, and 
will keep thee in all places whither thou goeft, and will 
bring thee again into this Land, for I will not leave thee, 
until I have done that which I have fpoken to thee of. O 
what a bleffed word is this! ’Tis a promife made to 
Facob, when he was to undertake a difficult Journeys 
and what things are written, are written for our In- 
{truction 5 Promifes made to particular Saints, are ap- 
plicable to all the Saints in the fame condition; aswe 
tind that of Fofbwa, 1.5. I will not leave thee nor for- 
Sake thee. The Apoftle makes Ufe of it, Heb. 13.5. 
Now I (hall give a few Reafons to prove that Chrift 
cannot fail of fulfilling his Promife. For, 
~ Firlt, He is Truth it felf, and cannot lye, Rev.3.14. 
He is called, The Amen, the faithful and true Shi 3 
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The Holy one of Ifrael, who cannot lye: For, God is not 
as man that he fhould lye, op as the Son of man, that he. 
fhould repent 5 bath he faid, and fhall he not do it, hath 
he fpoken, and fhall be not make it good ? Numb.23.19. 

Secondly, He came to fulfill all Righteoufnefs, 
Matth. 3.15. It becometh ws to fulfil all Righteoufne/s : 
sreéroy, It bchoveth us, I ought to doit, by the Appoint- 
ment and Will of my Father, as Chemnitius renders it : 
Chrift came into the World to fulfill all Righteoufnefs; 
Now,to perform and make good the Promifes of God, 
is part of this Righteoufnefs : *tis a debt God is en- 
gag’d in, and Chrift came not only to pay Sinners debts 
to the Father, but to make good the Father’s Engage- 
ments unto them. 

~ Thirdly, Did not Chrift fulfill all the Promifes of 

God to Believers,then the New Covenant would bean 
imperfect and faulty Covenant 5 were the Promifes of 
the new-Covenant unfulfilled, then it would be a Co- 
venant of Works. and fo imperfect: But the New Co- 
venant is eftablitht on better Promifes, Heb.8.6,7,c>c. 
‘Now new Covenant-promifes are better than the old, 
not.only as to the Matter of them; but as to the cer- 
tainty of their performance. The firftCovenant-pro-. 
mifes were liable to be broken, Fer.31.31,32, But, 
thefe New Covenant: promifes are fure to ail the Seed. 
This was the principal thing undertaken in the New 
Covenant, for Believers, that the Promifes fhould be 
certainly fulfilled, and therefore *tis called a better 
Covenant than the Old. if 

Fourthly, Chrift mutt needs fulfill the Promifes, or 
he would die in vain,and {hed his Blood to no purpofe; 
for the Blood of Chrift is the Blood of the Covenant, — 
Matth. 26.28. and it was fhed on purpofe to confirm 
the truth of the Promife to all that believe, Heb.o.15. ‘ 
For this end he came into the World, and became a_ 
Mediator, Rom.1 58,9. ifth- 
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” Fifthly, That he might finifh the Work the oe 
pave him to do, and fo give up his Account with joy. 
This is the Work God fent Chrift into the World for, 
that he might be the Mediator of the New Covenant, 
and make good the Will of God to all the F ederates 
thereof, 70h.6.38. to 41. and this Chrift cannot fail to 
perform, 7ob.t7.4. His Spirit hall not fail,till he hath 
fet Judgment on the Earth, Ifa. 42.4. 

Sixthly, That he may flop the mouth of Devils,and 
pe Satan aLyar. The great work of Satan is to be- 

lye God, and reprefent him to Sinners Unfaithful and 

untrue. - Now. Chrift is to fight againft the Devil, and 
deftroy his Works, 1 Fob. 3.8. and prove.the Truth 
of God againft all oppofers, Rom. 3.4 

Seventhly, He is fully able to doit; He hath all Power 
in his hand, both in Heaven and in Earth, Matth.28.18. 
He is a merciful God, and fo nothing is tdo'hard for 
him : He will work, and none fhalllet it ; befides, he 
hath all that Graceand Goodnefs that poor Souls need, 
in his own hand 5 He hath received the Spirit without 
meafure, Fob.3.3 4. All Fulnefs dwellsin him ; Name 
any thing which thou ftandeft in need of) which is not 
in Chrift torgive thee. Doft thou want Pardon, Peace 
of Confcience, Grace, Holinefs, Power over thy Cor- 
ruptions, Victory over thy Temptations,Comfort un- 
der thy Troubles, fatisfation of thy Doubts, quieting 
of thy Fears, and remove'of thy Burdens. Doft thou 
want quicknings, foftnings for the hardnefs of thy 
Heart : ftrengthnings under thy weaknefS, titnefs for 
thy Mercies and Duties, Patience under thy Sufferings, 


and Humility under thy Priviledges ? Dolt thou want . 


thankfulnef$ for thy Mercies, clearing up of thy Evi- 
dences, Tafts of God’s Love, and readine{é fox Death, 
Judgment, and Eternity? Why, all this Chrift hathin 


when thou cricft after them. Again, 
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‘his own hand already; He is not to feck forthefe things \* 
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Again, As he hath Power to help thee, and fulfill 
all the Promifes of God to thee, fo he hath Right and 
Authority too : He is the Angel of the Covenant, Mal. 
3.1. Heis fent, deputed, and fealed of God, to this 
very Work, fob.6.27. All the Promifesupon that Re-.. 
demption-agreement betwixt the Father and the Son, 
are made over to him, and put into his hand, 2 Cor. 
1.30. Now all that Chrift can do for the making good 
of his Father’s Word, and benefitting his People, he 
will certainly perform, for he ever liveth to make In- 
terceffion, Heb.7.25. and is entred into Heaven, to ap- 
pear as their Advocate and Agent, Heb. 9.24. 

Laftly, Chrift mutt needs fulhll his Promifes, or elfe 
he would weaken the Encouragement of Souls to be- 
lieve in him, and fo overthrow allhis own Defign:in, 
and by the Gofpel, which is, to bring Souls to believe 
in him, Fob. 20.31. Thefe are written that you may be- 
lieve, Fob,17.21. That the World may believe that thou 
haft fent me, Fob.10.38. Now, if Chrift fails of his Pro- 
mife, how would this difcourage Souls from believing 
in him? who would truft Chrift, fhould he not be 
faithful? and the Devil would be fure to make the 
moft of this Advantage, to prevent believing. Chrift 
will make good his Word in his own time, way, and 
meafure,Matth.5.18. Heaven and Earth fhall pafi away, 
but not one jot or tittle of the Lam, till-all be fulfilled. 
All thall be fulfilled for Believers, and in them : and if 
Chrift cannot permitone Jot of the Law to fall to the 
ground, furely, he will not fuffer fo choice a part of 
the Gofpel as the Promifes are, to be unaccomplithed. 
Again, as Chrift will perform all the Promifes, fo 
efpecially thofe great onts, that concern the Grace and 
Glory of all that believe, P/a/:84.11. He will giue grace 
and glory, &c. If the Lord Jefus upbraided the Phari- 
{ees for tything Mint and Cummin, and omitting the _ 
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weightier matters.of the Law,furely he cannot neglect 
the greateft of his Gofpel-promifes to his people: 

~. Thirdly, theLord Jefus is faithful to the Truftcom- 
mitted to him; thus was Mofes, He was faithful in 
all God's Houfe, Numb, 12. 7. that is, as a Steward, 
he was juft and honeft in the difcharge of that Trait 
committed to him, concerning the Work and. Inter- 
eft of God ; fo ’tis taken, Math. 25, 21. Well done, 
thou good and faithful. Servant 5, Thou hatt been faith- 
ful in thy Stewardfhip in the ufe.of thofe things com- 
mitted to thee; in this Senfe is Chrift faithful, alfos 
in a perfe Difcharge’ of that Trnft repofed in him, 
and that both with refpect to God: his Father, and 
with ref{pect to his People. ys 

Fish, In refpe& of that Truft committed tochim 
by .the Father, God the Father hath entrufted him 
with the great Concerns of Redemption, Grace; and 
Glory, with that glorious Contrivance of faving fallen 
man, and bringing about the Recovery of loft. Sin- 
ners; and theretore he calls him his Servant, 1/2.4.9.5. 
And how faith the Lord that formed me from the Womb 
to be his Servants’ to bring Jacob ugain'to bim.,. It fets 
forth Chrift’s Defignation by the Father, to his. me- 

, diatorly Office; »wherein God: the Father calls himto 
great work, commits va(t Concerns to him, about 
the gathering in) of loft Souls, arid undertaking, their 
Attonement, Sandtification, and Salvation ; for the ac- 
complifhment of which, the Father commits all:to' the 
Fidelity of Chrift,both as to Suffering and interceding 
work, and in allthis the Lord’ Jefus is faithful: fo 
the Spirit of God. calls him a-faithful High-prieftiin 
things pertaining unto God, in making Reconciliati- 
on. for the Sins.of the People. This; the Lord Jefus 
undertook to the Father, that he would {atisfe » his 
Wrath, and remove his Difpleafure from his People, 
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by bearing their Sins for and from'them, that God 
might again take them into his Favour,asif they had 
never finned 5 and in this he was and is faithful, nay 
‘in all things that God hathcharged him with, about 
the faving of Souls, Heb. 3. 2. Who was faithful to him 
‘that appointed him, as alfo Mofes was faithful in all 
bis boufe. So that whatever the Father laid on Chrift 
in the behalf of his people to make Reconciliation for 
them, and prefent them {potlefs in his Prefence, ‘this 
-he hath fully and faithfully difcharged, as I have al- 
ready fhewn on this Subject.) 

Secondly, The Lord Jefus hath a Truft committed 
to him from his People: They commit the keeping 
of their Souls to him as to.a faithful Redeemer, 1 Pet. 
4. 19. Every believing Soul when he comes over to 
Chrift firft, doth depute, acceptrof, chufe and entriift 
. the Lord Jefus to be his Redeemer, and he under- 
takes the preferving of him unto Glory 5 he’ that 
comes to Chrilt aright, takes him for his Wifdorm, 
Righteoufnefs, San¢tification and Redemption, 1 Gor. 
1. 30. For fo is Chrift given and tendred by the Fa- 
ther, and fo do Believers receive him, and entruft 
him with their Souls, that they may be made righte- 
ous before God, have their Sins remov’d, and be pre- 
{ented before the Father, without Spot or Wrinkle, 
Epb. 5. 25, 26.' They trult Chrift for Sanctification, 
to be made truly, and in his time perfectly holy, a5” 
holy'as God is holy, and as holy as God requires. 
They truft Chrift for Wifdom, to be made Partakers 
of divine Light, to be made wife unto Salvation, to 
-Know all that God would have them, and that their 
Natures are capable to underftand, and to have the 
Image of God perfected in them, which confilis: in 
Knowledge as well.as Righteoufnefs. They commit 
themfclves to Chrift to be redeemed from every ote 
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Sin, or Danger, or whatever hinders their compleat Sal-. 
vation : thus do Believers, take Chrift, and {urrender 
themfelves up to him on thefe great and glorious ends, 
and thus did he undertake, when he gave himfelf by his 
Spirit to them, and therefore is called the Surety of the 
Covenant;as hath been already (hewn, Heb. 7.22. there- 
fore’tis aid, Eph. 5. 25. to 28. That Chrift gave him- — 
felf for the Church, that he might walh it and cleanfe it, 
fanGifie itand prefent it to the Father without Spot or 
Wrinkle or any fuch thing. Thishe undertook when he 
became a Mediator between God and them, 1 Tim. 2.-5- 
Now heis faithful in this al{o to all his Seed, Heb.10.23. 
He is faithful who hath promifed, 1 Fob. 1. 9.'He is faith- 
ful and juft to forgive them, 2 Tim. 1. 12. [know whom 
I have believed, and that he is able to keep that good thing 
I have committed to him againft that day, 1 Thef.'5.24. 
1 Cor. 10. 13. O Souls, you that-/have committed your - 
felves to Chrift in Truth, know that he is faithful, and 
will not fail you, but will certainly accomplifhand make 
good al) your regular Hopes and Expectations, he can 
loofe nothing of all that the Father hath given him, 
Fob. 17. 12. Be fure, what Bargain foever he hath made 
with you, what Mercies foever he hath promifed you, 
he will affuredly fulfil and keep touch to a tittle; he is 
the faithful Steward, and Advocate for his:People. 
~ Fourthly, The Lord Jefus is faithful to all the Rela- 
tions he ftandsin tohis people; Herein Fidelity appears 
in holding forth, and living up,to thofe, Duties of Re- 
lation in which a perfon ftands to others; fo Sylva- 
aus is called-a faithful Brother, 1 Pet. 5..12. and Tychi- 
ews a faithful Minifter, Eph. 6. 21.,In_ this ‘that they 
were true and-jutt, in holding forth all the Duties, of 
their Relation ; Defectivenefs, in which difcovegs Falfe- 
nefs and Treachery: but the Lord Jefus is faithful in 
all Relations to Believers; he fills themup, and anfwers 
acid P ) the 
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“the endjof them, now the Scripture fets forth the Unii- 
“on of Chrift to Believers, by feveral Rélations. 
oO Rirft, ‘Helis their Friend, I/a. 41. 80 Theyeed of Abra- 
hain myFriend, Fob. 15:14.15. Ye are my Briends,I have 
ealled you Friends, Joh. 11.1 1.'Ovr Friend Lazarus fleep- 
ethiNow Chrift isa faithful Friend to his people in hold- 
itty! forth all the Offices oftrue Friendthip to them. As, 
irft, Love, Prov. 17.17. A friend loveth at all times, 
futh a Friend is Chrift to all his, many Waters cannot 
quench it, he loves his People! when he’ hides his Face 
frotn them, .when-he ‘fpeaks fharply to them, and {- 
verély rebukes them. 2 hudehdad 2. 
Secondly, To own his Friend inv all places, times, 
‘and'conditions, fo. Fonathar owned Darid itv his great- 
eft Darigers, ‘when his' Father foughthis Life, wheh it 
was dangerous to appear for him, +1 Sam,:20.28. 32. 
fo Chrift isnot afhanr’d to own his People’ befoze God, 
men, Matth. 10. 32. Whofoever (hall confe(s me beforemen 
bitn' will I confe{s before my Father's Face, Cor. 16.21. 
He veproved Kings for their fake, faying,’ touch not mine 
anointed, 8c. 10 Git . 
Thirdly, Pity; Fob. 6.14. Pity fhould be foewn from 
 @Fyiend. And ‘in this is Chrift faithful, he hath com- 
paffion on the ignorant, and thofe that are out of the 
way, Heb. 5. 2. He cannot hide his Eyes from his own 
Fleth she is that good Samaritanes Luke 10. 33. 
Fourthly,Counfel 5 Prov. 27. 9.0 yntment and Perfume 
rejoyee the Heart, fo dath the Sweetne{s of a man’s Friend 
by hearty Counfel: Chritt is called the Cownfellor, Maiah 
9. 6. He will guide his People with bis Eye, aed injtruct 
them in the way they’ fhould go, Pfal. 32. 8. Thou gaveft 
thy good Spirit to inftruct them, Neh. 9. 20) 
~Fifthly, Adherence 3) Prov. 18..24\-Thoreis a Friend, - 
that fticketh clofer than a Brother, 2 Same16. 17. So the 
Lord Jefus:he flands by his People in time of need, Pj. 
50.15. Pf, 91615. Pf. 44.3. ~~ Sixth- 


we 


the Unfearchable Riches of Chrift. | 211 


Sixthly, Comfort 5 So Fob’s Friends, Fob. 2..11.Came 
to moum withshim, and,to.comfort him, the Lord Je- 
fus is faithful in this.alfo,, fob, 14,15. Lovill not leave yore 
contfurtlefs, Ifa. 61, 26 To, comfort all that mourn 
\, Seventhly, Communigation of Secrets; Fudg. 16. 15. 
How canjt thou fay thou lovelt me, when thy. Heart is not 
with me ? Now, the Lord Jef as. Chrift.is fuch a Friend, 
he will open the very Secrets of his heart, to his People, 
Jib. 35. 15+ |Z bavecalled you Friends for all that. I have 
beard of my Father. hayemadeknown unto you, Pfal. 25. 
14, O the {ceret Myleriés atthe coolpel he difelofeth to 
his faithful People,that walk much with him, 70.14. 2,3. 

Lafily, Supply-of wants; Proy1 7:47.24 Friend es born 
for Adverfity, So Pavel tclls.the Lhef[alonians.of his triend- 
ly refpects co them, 1. Thef.2.8. A true friend is ready 
to impart.any thing foryhis Friend 5 fo Jonathan fiript 
himfelf to,his Girdle, and, Bow, and Sword, for David, 
1 Sam. 8.0%. Chrilt,isfuch a Friend ds will fopply all 
the .Neceilities of his people, Phil. 4.195. My.God halt 
Japply\alliyour need : Sicha Friend he was to; Faced, Gere 
43. i5eLhe God which fed merall my Life log.) 


Secondly, He is taithful.as a Brother; forin this Rela: 


tion alfo,dothi he ftand to his people, Fob. 20,17. Ga to 
jiy Brethren, .and fayto them, that I afcend to my Father, 
and your Eather, to my, God and your God. . Chrift and 
Believers Have alk one Father, though inadifferent way, 
Chrift the négtural, Believers the adopted Children of 
God. Now as he thands,to'them,in the Capacity and 
State of @ Brother'aneldex Brother, fo his:-Fiddity confilts 
ina faithful Difcharge of the Duties of fuch'axclation.As, 
Firit; One Duty is Love 3/All the Saints {land in the re- 
lation of Brethren one to,another, and fo are obliged to 
smutualskove, 1 Fob..3.\10, Chrift fuitills this duty to 


his people, he loves them.as himfelf, Epb.. 5 25 pertectly., hi 
with the fame love with which the Father loves bin, * 


: fm. oo a P2 Second- 
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Secondly, Another brotherly‘duty isPity; 1 Pet.3.8. 
Having Compaffion one of another, love as Brethren, be pity- 
ful So Chrift can truly fay as Ejther did of her Kindre!, 
Efther 8. 6. How can I endure to fee the Evil that fhall come 
unto my People, or how can I endure to fee the Deftruction of 
my Kindred ? ; 

Thirdly, Unity is the duty of Brethren, P/al. 133. 1. 
Bebold how good and pleafant is it for Brethren to dwell toge- 
ther in Unity, fo is the Lord Jefus one with his people; 
This he dyed for, Fob. 11. 52. This he prays for, fob.17.2 1. 

Fourthly, Another brotherly duty is Peace, Gen. 13. 18. 
Let there be no (trife betwixt me and thee, and betwixt my 
Herd{men and thy Herd{men, for we be Brethren. SoChritt 
labours after peace for his people,and with them, 70.16.33. 

Fifthly, Acknowledgment isanother duty of Brethren, 
So Chrift, Heb. 2. 11. He is not afbam’d to call them brethren. 

Latily, vifiting one another, and taking hold of Op- 
portunities to enquire the welfare of each other, and 
communicate Refrefhments. Thus did Mofes, Adis 7. 23. 
He vifited his Brethren, and fo doth Chrift his People, 
he gives them {pecial Acceffes by hisSpirit, heleaves them 
not comfortlef$, but will come unto them, Fob. 14. 18. 

Thirdly, Asa husband to his Spoufe, is Chritt faith- 
ful to his People, I/z. 54. 5+ Eby Maker is thy Husband, 
2 Cor. 11. 2. I have efpoufed you to one Husband, Hol. 2. 
19. 20.1 will betroth thee unto me in Righteoufnefs, loving 
Kindneft, and F aithfulnefs. Now Chrilt performs all the 
Offices of a tender Husband to thera. 

Firft, In loving them as himfelf, Eph. §. 25+ Husbands 
love your Wives, as Chrift alfo loved the Church, and gave 
bimfelf for it. Now I thall give you eight Proofs of 
Chrift’s great love, as. a husband to his People. 

Firft, His high Valuation of them, he efteems them be-. 
yond all the World befides, nay above Heavewit felf; he’ 
could leave the Heaven of Heavens to feck after, ee to, 
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{ave them,. and Manfions of Glory to come down, and 
betroath them: he defpifed all the offer’d Pleafures and 
Grandure of the world, when propofed to divert his 
Love from them, Matth. 4. He fets forth their excellen- 
cfes by terms of greateft worth, he calls them his Trea- 
fure, Exed.19.15. A Kingdom of Prielts, verf: 6. His 
Jewels, Mal. 3.17. Cant. 1.10. Thy Cheeks are comely 
with Rows of Fewels, thy Neck with Chains of Gold. Cant. » 
2. 2» As the Lilly among Thorns, fo is my Love among the 
Daughters : He terms them, @ Fountain of Gardens, an’ 
Orchyard of Pomegranates, Cant. 4. The only one of ber Moe . 
ther, the choice one of ber that bare her. hele high Cha- 
racters the Lord Jefus gives his Spoufe, fhews the won- 
derful account he makes of her. 

Secondly, His coftly purchafe of them, he fold himfelf 
to redeem them, Eph. 5. 25. 1 Pet. 1, 18, 19. He parted 
with all his Glory, Treafures, Peace, Pleafures, Strength 
and Life to procurea people to himfalf; had not hislove 
been infinitely great toall his Seed, he would neverhave _ 

bought them at fo dear a rate, 1 Cor.6. 20. - 

Thirdly, His great Endurings for them; Facob tells 
us of fome Hardfhips he underwent to gain Rachel, Gen. 
31. 40. 41. But thefe are nothing to Chrift's Endurings _. 
for his Spoufe : he bore infinite Torments for her, all 
the Wrath and Vengeance of a confuming Fire, which 
all the Sins of Believers did merit ; he bore temporal 
Troubles, Wants, Wearinefs, Pains, Shame, Death it felf, 
with whatever the damned in Hell bear to all Eternity, 
that did he endure, to get.a Spoufe among, the con- 
demned Sons and Daughters of men. 

Fourthly, His amorous Treatments of them, and en- 
dearing Conyerfés with them; fee the Exuberancy of | 
his Affection, breathing out at his Lips to them, Cant. 4. 

1, to verf. 6. Bebold thou art fair my Love, beheld thou art 
fair, thou halt Doves Eyes, &c. ver. 7. Thou art all fair my 
Peas Love, 


* 
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them. 


Sixthly, His impatient longing afted thein, fhews the | 


Greatnets of his conjugal love to thems Cant. 2) 14.0 
my Dove that.art,in the Ciifty of the Ruck’, in feeret places’ of’ 
the Stairs, let me fee thy Countenanee and” hear thy Voice, 
Jere 3.14, Tarn O back-fliding Children, for Tam marryed 


édyou: He ftands at the door, knocking with the dew of: 


ehe night on ‘his locks, faying, Open to me wiy Sifter, my 


of Spoiife, my Love, my Dave, ‘niy Undefiled, Cante'5:'2., He 


ro 


iS froubled when he ‘cannot ‘fee them," and'they will 
not coine unto him, that he might givealem hie, - 


sce Brer'chemy he is well plealed*withs hel refts in’ 


ely Pox 
is {aplesicd "Mad 25,4 Pridegraons rejayeeth: over bis Bride, 
- fh fhall iby God rejipice ove? thee, Wa. 62.'5< Per the Lord de" 
 Lighteib in thee, and thy Land (ball be'marryed, ver. 4s * 
“Lally, His utter Inability to part: with them, proves 
his great love ro thetn, “Ho. 11. 8. How (hgll I give thee 
up O Ephraim ? Ma. 49. ‘16. Bebold' I pie os thee upon 
the Palurs of my hands, avid verf. 15. 4 Woman may for- 
get her fucking Child, but I cannot forget thee. Nay he {ets 
- ‘them asa Seal upon hisHeart, Cant. 


“Seventhly; His: wonderfgl Complaceney in; ‘and ‘re-" 


‘ : J 26 ; " 
ver ‘them, Zep. 3°17. He takes, them for his’ 
din, Sted) and’ Travel of his Souls’ wherein he’ 


. 6, You mutt pluck * 


put Is Heart befort you can’ make'him confent to let his, 


' —Spoufe 


Let. 
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Spoulego, Fob. 10. 28. None shall pluck, them out-of my 
Hands. That’s the firft Teftimony of his conjugal Raith- 
fulnefS, his Love to all his people; *tis a conftant Love, 


Joh. 13. 1. Having, loved his, own that mere in the World, 


he loved them-to the-end. 
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éourle with them ; Chrift. in: Heaven maintains corre- 
{fpondence w ith, his people on Earth, Exod. .25.,.22+ 
There will I mect. with thee, and commune with thee, above 
the Mercy Seat / that is, In my Ordinances and Appoint- 
ments, I will open my heart to thee, tell thee my, Love, 


them, proves his conjugal. Fidelity 3. he keeps up; lnter- 


and impart to thee my Secrets, 1 Job. 1. 3. Our Fellow. 


thip is with the Father, and ‘his Son Chrift Jefus, and 
this Communion is maintained by the Spirit, Job. 19. 
13..14.When the Spirit of Iruth is come,, he will, guide 
you into all Truth, &c. For he will receive of mine, and {pow 
it unto you. Tis a notable Scripture, and as much asif 
Chrift had faid, I go to Heaven, my perfohal Prefence 
fhall be in Mantions of Glory, but Iwill fend my Spirit 
and he fhall reveal’ the decp things of God,consmunicate 
my mind unto you, and concerning your 

_, Fourthly,His tender Sympathy. with them 3 Za. all theer 
Maree . nant P4 Afflittie 


~ 


~ 


Ls 
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Afflittions be is afflitted, Maiah 63. 9. He, foon feels their 
Troubles, he that toucheth them, toucheth the Apple of 


Rayment, that the {hare 6f their Naki dy not ap 
pear: He puts up mahy a wrong for théni, and pafferh dy 


fuffer thei to be teripted above what they are able, *he 
gh ies wa will 
; 

. > _s ] 
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will provide all things they ftand inneed of, i ek 3. i 
Pfal. 55. 9. and if he withholds thefe liver things from 


them here, he prepares fome better thing for them, both _ 


here and hereafter. 

-Eighthly, Protection of them from their Evils and 
Dangers is is a Husbands duty to be a covering for his 
Spoufe, and a Screen to her from Injury, Gen. 20, 16. 
So Chrift he carries his as on Eagles Wings out of the 
reach of their deftroying Adverfaries, Deut. 32. 11. Exod. 
19. 4. Deut. 33. 27. The eternal God is thy Refuge, and un- 
derneath are everlafting Arms. , He will keep the Feet of his 
Saints, 1 Sam. 2,9: And be a little Sanctuary to them 


Hi i le aving to them for ever, and being,one 

them, 1 Sam, 12. 22. For the Lord will mt for- 
fake his peoples ‘he is a prefent them 3 in time of 
Trouble always with them, never unmindful of them and 
their guide unto death, P/a/. 48. 14. Yea in Death and 
to all Eternity, he willbe their Life and Salvation; here 
death determines the Capacity of the moit fa.thful haf- 
band, but Chrift will accompany his Spoufe, and be a 
Salvation i in and beyond the Grave. 

Fourthly, As a head is the Lord Jefus Chrift faithful 
to his peoples That is, another Relation in which Chrilt 
ftands to believers, Col. 1. 18, He is the head of the Body, 
the Church, 8c. He is compleatly furnjfhed with all Ex- 
cellencies and Fullnefs for that end, tobe the head of his 
Body the Church,both as to natural and purchafed grace 3 > 
As God he is eternal, and-fo hath all fufficiency in him 5 
Before all things, and is their Makerand Preferver, and 
asman, he is the firit-born from the dead, and by his death 
hath purchafed a Mediatorly Sufh iene yitosbe the head 
of, and to prefide his Body, and perforin all tHe’ 
Head(hip to it,as to Honour, Government, and Influence : 
And he hath not only aFitnefs to be a head to his Church, 
but a Right too; for the Father hath given him to be 


the 


> 
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the Head over all things to his Church, E bat, 22, Gave, 
CeSouey conftauit, faith Zanchy, he appointed him and part- 
ed aCtually with him, and made him over to 6 the Church, 
to the whole body of Belicvers, and to ever fingle per-) 
fon, to their ufe, intent, and purpofe, that he id bea’ 
Head to them, a true head, a perfect head,. an Only ; 
and an ‘eternal head? Now ‘in this Relation nis Chrift 
faithful alfo, anfwering the ends, filling, up ‘the’ plice, 
and difcharging the Offices of it. Now in this headfhip 
of Chrift are fix things wrapt up. 

Firft, Counfel and W ud om 3 ih him are all the Trea- 
fures of ‘Wifdom, Col. 2.3. All that Light and Knowledge 
which is needful to rhiakee his people wife to Salvation ; 
all that Wifdom which is requifite to rep. ft Image 


> of man,, ‘and all that’ Wifdom which m im ex- 


be unto us infkead of . 


Iency of Knowled; il. 3. 8. And all this'Counfel he. 
flands engag’d to impart to his people, as they 2 are able to 
bear it,Eph.1., 8, 9. Wherein be bath abouindled towards us in 
all Wif{dom and Prudence, Wherein, that is, Qu Qua A gratia; : By 
which Grace, faith Zanchy, He hath Ra towards us 5 
that is,hath friade us toabouud in. So the Scbolialt and Erg af~ 
ma He hath plentifully, imparted tous} DEE tis enfured 
to allthat truly feck it of God, Zam,1.5. He will tell them 
what to do in all cafes, as Chrift did to varneléus by Pe- 
ter, Adis 10.6. He hath all Wifdom i in him, the fon € 
en which is {eaven Eyes, Zach. 3. 9. . and’ will be in eye- 
ry Dithculty and Danger with them, | “As Moles [aid to 
Hobab, we are to encamp. in the Wildernfs,, but thon mays 
yes, Numb. 10. 230 ‘So he hath 
engage to ee the mitinually, Ta, 58. ‘11. Dent.1, 
é is oh? © 8) em, where they are in a Land of 
Pit and D uide them in Re Wildernets Jour. 
neys,, hie salig are wetee out th ¢ ‘Land © ‘of Glory. 
Secondly, Care; His Eyes and his, Heart, are on them 
conta 2 Chroe7. 16, Hei is PI mh 


ceeding excellent, 3? glorious: s for in,him is the excel- 


~~, 
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fee what is the Length thereof, and what is the breadth » 


thereof, that the may be built, Racbsmira 


Thirdly,Condudt i is the Office ofa Head; It: ought to: 


lead and difpofe of the body and all it’s Members to théir 
feveral Offices. So the-Lord Jefus is given to his Church, 
for their Leader aswell as Commander, Ifa. 55. 4. chap. 


48.07. Lam the Lord thy God, which teacheth thee to profits 
which leadeth thee by.the way thow fhould’jt go. Tis in the 


Original, making or cauling; thee to walk; he doth not 
only fhew them the way, but leads them “by the. hand, 
and helps them to go, as, Hof. 11.3. Deut. 32) 12. So 
the Lord alone did leadthem, Chritt undertakes to.conduct 
his: people thorough the World unto Glory. i 
» Fourthly, Government is anothera¢t of Headthip, Mi. 

2. 13. Their King hall paf before them, and the Lord on the 
head of them: thatis, The Lord hall be their Governour 
and General, Ifa. 9.6, 7. 7 be Government ‘is upon his 
Shoulders, Heb. BU16. He isthe'Son over his houfe;to rule 
and governit, arid this he doth, by making g righteous and 
perfect Laws, arid Rules, thereby to Lares his Church, 
Matth. 28.20. AGs'14.2. Heb. 3.1, 253. And by go- 
verning and fubduing the Heartsand Wills of his props 
unto them, Pfil. 1ro. 3. 2 Cor, 10.5. 


Pifthly, Influence; This comes trom che Heads al arb 


mal Influence for Subfittence, Motion, guiding and aétion 
come from thenc2s in the Head are all the Senfeg-and In- 
télleétuals exerted’ for the ule aid Service of theB@dy.fo 
is tht Lord. Jofas the head of all vital Influcaiicgig 
»whiole Church and! every. part’ of i ity Pfal. 87% Tell: 


Springs. are in thee, Joh, 15.44 As the Branch cannot pds Bs 
Fruit, exxcept it abide in the Vite, nomore can ye, except ye 


abidtit in me, Col, 3: 3, 4. chap. '2. 19. Believers<can' no ree 
longer live, than Chrift becomes'a quickning Spirit to’ 


theins he glone animates their Souls to every good work, . 


ahoints their Byes, anid caufeth them to fee, regulates: 
choir Palatesand maketh them to tali the Sweetnefsof{pi- 


rs a. | os ; ee ritual 
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ritual things, open their Ears to difcipliné, caufeth them 
to feel the Weightinefs of Sin, and to fmell a {weet fa- 
Vour in his precfous Oyntments. ne 

Laftly, Ornament ; The head is the beauty of the Bo- 
dy, if that be removed, the Body is but a deformed lump 5 
Chrift is the Believers Excellency and Glory, he hath 
the preheminence in all things, Col. 1, 18, And his glo- 
ry istheGlory of the body, 1 Cor. 12. 24. All theSaints 
\ Excellencies are in and from him, Pal. 68. 34. Pfal. 
$9.17. For thou art the Glory of their Strength, *tis 
through his Comelinefs they are perfect, Ezek. 16. ver. 
10, to 14. 

Fifthly, Chrift is faithful in the aéts. of diftributive 
Juflice, and renders to. every one their Due, Pfalm 
62. 12. Thou rendereft to every man according to’ bis 
Work, There is a legal and evangelical Debt 5 legally, 
There is nothing due to the Children of men, but 
Wrath and Tribulation, Rom, 2. 9. But Evangelically 
all the Believers Rights are due on the -account of- 
Chrift. So that all what Chrift hath purchafed, or the 
Father promifed to Chrift, is due to his Seed; fo that 
Mercy, Grace, and Glory .is as much the Believers due, - 
as Death and Vengeance is the Sinners, on the fcore of - 
his Sin, 2 Thef..1. 6.7. Therefore the Juftice of Chrift 
is laid to pawn for the pardon of Believers Sins, up- 
-' on their penitential Confeffion, 1 Fobn 1. 9, This is the 
- great Error of troubled Souls, that they make their 

Worthynefs or Unworthynefs the Standard and Meafure 
of all their Expectations 5, this is. the Impotency the vi- 
olated Law of God hath Jeft on fallen man, that 
they. camnot get over Mount Sinai, nor {ee the Righ- 
teoufnefs of Chrift, and the Equity .of Salvation upon 
his accounts for their Sins and Unrighteoufhefles do fo! 
hang in their Eye, that they cannot fee them({¢lves righ- 
teous in the Righteoufnels of another ;. This Yang of a 
legal Spirit is a malady-Grace, is long a curing in Saints, = 

bi al Rye thems _ 
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themfelves ; the want of which robs Chrift of the Glo- 
ry of his Graceand Righteoufnefs: But know O Believ- | 
ers, the Lord Jefus.would be unfaithful ifhe render not 
to thofe that live on him for SanGtification and Salvation 
all that he hath promifed in the Gofpel, and hath dyed 
to purchafe for them; but this cannot be as you have 
heard abundantly, that the Lord Jefus is faithful in ats 
of Remuneration; he cannot keep back anothers due, 
who would have all men to render to others their due: 
But all that God hath made over in the new Covenant 
to Believers, is theix due, and therefore will Chrift ren- 
der it in it’s feafon. And thus havel opened and proved 
this glorious Excellency of the Lord Jefus, even his 
Faithfulnefs 5 it remains now, that we make fome Im- 
provement of it. 

Ufe 1. How great then is the Sin of all thofe that 
will not credit the Faithfulnefs of Chrift; there are 
none that: perifh under the Miniftery of the Gofpel, 
butsftumble at this ftumbling block; they do not 
judge God faithful,. nor believe the report. given 
of Chrift, I/aiab 53.1. Though Chrift be manifefily 
held forth to bea perfect. Saviour, yet few will be- 
lieve in him 5 not one of a hundred ¢ fays Calvin ) 
that hear Chrift dayly will yet believe in him: you 
know it Sinners, you may fafely adventure your 
Souls on Chrift, he cannot lye or fail you: you 
have the whole word of God for your .Aflurance, 
all the Scriptures teftifie of him, Fobn 5. 39. Adis 
18. 28.. You have.the Evidences of. Chrift’s Faith- 
finefs in his ftate of Humiliation, he did and fuf- 
fer'd all things written of himi, Luke 18, 31. He 
fulfll’d all Righteoufnels, Matth. 3. 15. His Death, 
RefurreGtion, and Afcenfion ,»prove him faithful 
in all things tending to purchafe Salvation. You 
have the Teftimony of others, who have found 
Chrift faithful, 1 fobn 1. 1, 2. All the Saints on 
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' record are witneffes of Chiilt’s Fidelity.. Nay, you your 
felves have found him faithful hitherto; how often hath 
he made good his Promifes to you, when you have called 

upon him, and trufted in him for outward Mercies. You 
truft' other things. that are unfaithfaljand yet will not 

believe in Chritt: You truft your own Hearts, and:they 
are deceitful, Fer.17.9. You truft in men, and yetthey 
are alye;Ron. 3.4. You truft in Creatures,and yetthey are 
vanity, Eeclef: 1.2. You know, without Faithyou mutt 
perith to all Eternity, and yct will not believe im him.) 

- -Ufe 2. Then this reproves the People of Chriftfor their 
injurious Thoughts of him, Fob. 1. 11. He came unto his 
own, and bis own received him not. This is an aggravation 
indeed, that Chrit?’s own People, fach as have profeffed 

him, chofen him, commended him, and born witnefs:of 
him, and yet will not adventure their All upon. him. O, 
this fécret Jealoufie of Chrift is a fearful Sin. This was 
that our Lord reproved in Thomas, Fob.20.5.S0 Iob.14.1 1. 
Believe me, that Iam in the Father, and the F ather in me, or~ 
elfe believe me for the Works fuke.. O the Queftions and 
Doubts that Souls have about the fulfilling of Promifes! 
how loth they are to truft Chrift further than they fee hini. 

Ufe3. This (hould humble: Chriftians, for their great - 
unfaithfulnefs., Alas! how few are found: faithful amongft 
theSaints this day! How may we complain with theP{al- « 

“mitt, P/al.12.1. The godly man ceafeth, and the faithful fail 

from among the children of men. and Chrilt feems to Quere, 

where he may finda faithful Steward, Luk, 12.42. And 

Paul {ays, [know no man like minded to Timothy,wbo fo faith- 

fully and iaturally careth for your {tates ‘O the falfnefS of 

Profeffors, to the Lord Jefus, and one another! How rare 

is it to find one that makes Confcience of Promifes and 

Profeifion? one that as faithful to his Trult,to his Word, 

to, his Relation-duties,and in difiributive Juftice, OjChri- 

ftians, Mourn over your great unfaithfulnefs to'God, and 
trien 3 to thofe Souls you are concern’dtin : Your unfaith-~ 
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fulnefs to-your Children, Servants; and Neighbours; how 
little have you'done for thelé to this day? Some of'you are 
Parents, and Mafters, but where hath been your Indufiry 
in your Families} in teachine, réproving,and labouring ta 
fave the Souls of thofe cominitted to you? The Lord lay 
not the negle& of this’to your Charge; nor ‘bying‘in the 
Blood of ‘yout ignorant, prophane, perifhing Farnilies, 
Children or’ Servants, on your head. I mutt tell you, 
Friends, it’ will’be dreadfully heavy to bear the blood of 
Souls, at’ the Judgment-feat ‘of Chrift : and yet, I fear, 
without Repentanct, is like’ to’be the cafe of fome that 
now hear me, who have been unfaithful to the Souls of 
their Relations,’ Husband, Wife; Children, and Sefvants 3 
who have been too furious ‘in reproving theif Paults to- 
wards. them, but fcarce ever. reproved their Sin againti 
God. Who can hear their Childrensand Servants {wear, 
take God’s Reverend’ Name in vain, and fee them pro- 
phane Sabbaths, and f{perid Sacred time in Debauchery 
and Idlenefs,and {carce ever check them 3 that can fufter 
them tolye in Ignorance, and ready to perifh for want of 
Knowledge, and never labour to catechize and inftruct 
them in the knowledge of Salvation + Thisis a lamentable 
cafe, and will appear fo, when thefe Parents and Maftérs 
thall appear before God, with their garments all gor’d 
and fiain’d with the blood of their Families. © cruel Mi 
fiers, and Parents, that will be tender of a Horfe ora Dog, 
tofeed them, atid fecure them from want sbut can endureto 
fee your children and Servants perifh for want of know- 
ledge. - | 
Uf 4; Here’s Comfort to Believers : Is the Lord Jefas, 
Paithful, then be of good cheer. For, 

Firft, All the Promifes of God hall be made good 1 to 
you-iin dua f{eafon : He will not fuffer a word to fall to 
‘the ground of. all: that good he hath {poken concerning 
you, 1 Sam.3.19. Ifa. 55.11. 2 Cor. 1.20. Numb.23.19. 
hen sine cannot do too much for God, you can’t be 
. uns 
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undone for him; your Souls are fafe, your beft Interefts 
are fecur’d, and all that God fees fit for you, is beyond 
_the reach of Menand Devils. 

Secondly, All the truft committed to Chrift for you, 
fhall be made good : He will perform it to a tittle: The 
Father hath intrufted your Souls, your Graces, your Com- 

forts, your Names, your Supplies, your Strength, your In- 
tereft your Peace, your Welfare, and your Glory, with 
him, who is faithful, and cannot wrong you. O Believers, 
if he will not fuffer men or Devils to do.you harm, fure- 
ly he himfelf will not wrong you, Pfa/,105.14. 

Thirdly, All your Relation-Rights fhall bemade good 
toyou : Look what is due to you from the Lord Jefus,as 
your Friend, as your Brother, as your Husband, and as 
your Head, thall be made good to you. : 

F ourthly, All that is due to youupon the fief terms 
of the Gofpel, fhall be communicated to you ; All that 

_ Chrift hath purchafed, or God hath promis’d, you fhall 
have in due time;Chrift can defraud no man,Luk,12.42. — 

Fifthly, Here’s Comfort to you under all the wrongs 
you meet with on Earth, that you have a faithful Friend 
in Heaven: Here the beft of men are a Lye, they are not 
what you conceive them to be, they don’t anfwer the 
expeCtation you have from them: But Chrift will never 
fail you of that Truft you have repofed’in him ; he will 
be infinitely better but cannot be worfe than your ex- 
pectations. 

Ufe 5. Let this exhort, firft, Sinners: If Chrift be fo 
faithful, O then chufe him for your Friend : The fidelity 
of your prefent Friends cannot be compared with Chrilt. 

- Secondly, Believers, Truft in Chrift; Commit your 
Souls, and all your Concerns to him ; ‘Learn faithfulnefs 
from him ; and labour to belike him in your fidelity to 
God and:Men. So much of the firlt Branch, concerning 
Chrift’s Perfonal Riches. 
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CHAP. XVU., 


Shewing that Chrift is become a Purchaferi ik 
the behalf of Believers ; fTow he hath made 
this Purchafe, and what he hath BY ge 


Sed. 


Nowcome to the Second Branch of Chrifts 

Unfearchable Treafure, which is his pur- 
chas’d Riches: Thofe Treafures which he hath 
as Mediatour procured for all that come unto 
him. And in the profecution of this, I fhall 
fhew, 
1, That the Lord Fefus became a Purchafer in 
the behalf of his People. 

2. How andby what méans he made this Pups 
chafe. 

3+ What he bath procured by this Purchafe. And 
in this [ fhall ufe what brevity 1 may, having 
{pent a greater time already on this Subject thaa 
1 jntended.. 

Firft, The Scriprures do hold forth the Lord 
Jefusto bea Purchafer: One that hath boaghe 
and procured great and glorious things bya 
Pyice, Alts. 20. 28. Feed the Flocr, “oF God 
which he hath Phirchafed with his own blood : 
( atientmaem ) that is, which he hath acquired or 
gotten to himfelfto be a Pe culigr People, by the 
blood or cruel bloody’ Heath ‘af his Son. So 
Grotias.SoHeaven is called, the purchafed Pofleffi- 
on, Eph.t.14.Until the Redemption of the purchafed 
pole on : Ces amrvtpamy tis aexminowos ). 7Tis 

exceeding 


} 


4 


‘a 


eat co 
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exceeding fignificant in the Originall,both words > 
being near of a fignification, until or to the 
purchafing of the purchas’d, {0’tis inthe words; 
emrvreacis fipnifies a Buying or ranfoming by a 
price, yea a fu'l fum, fo much asthe worth of 
the thing requires: As prifoners are redeemed 
bya full price: So Erafmus and. Aretins. Tt fig- 
nifies alfo afulland compleat Redemption, as 
the Prepofition «7 implies, being added tothe 
Primitive avrgacs : & ( cermoinewws » as I have 
fhewn is an obtaining by purchafe, or anafler- 
ting or vindicating a thing to. be ones Propriety 
by right and purchafe, which fully proves Chrift 
tobea Purchafer, fo1. Thef. 5. 9. To obtain 


Salvation by our Lord Fefus Chrift (es wemainety ) 


to the getting or purchafing of Salvation by 
Chrift. So 1. Cor. 6, 20. Ye are bought with a 
Price. (nwedsure > nyns. ) The word is a buy- 
ing inthe Market or publick place, by paying 
the price demanded. $o that thefe expreflions 
fully Prove Chrift to be a Purchafer, one that 
hath procured great things by buying them at a 
Price. 

Secondly, How and by what means hath Chrift 

procured and purchafedthefe great things. _ 

Firft ; By giving himfelf in the room and 
ftead of fallen Man, to procure their Atone- 
ment and Salvation. Eph. 5. 25- .As Chrift 
loved the Church, and gave himfelf for it : (7eédu- 


_ xx) He delivered over himfelf freely, and know- 


ingly. To what? See Ver. 2. For an Offering and 
Sacrificeto Ged for afweet felling favour, (7eorgo~ 
e7v % Svcier. ) The firft word: fignifies any Sa-_ 
crifice,the fecond a bloody Sacrifice, faies Zamchy:. 
So 
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So Chirift made over and delivered up himfelf 
to this end to become a bloody Sacrifice for his 
People, and to fulfilthe Fathers Terms for the 
faving of all that come to him. | This he did con- 
fiderately and willingly: Heb. 10. 7. This 
Was according to the agreement betwixt the Fa4 
ther and the Son. J/a. 40. ver. 2. to 10. 

Secondly ; By a perfect and perpetual Obe-.. 
dience of all thofeLaws that were or are required 
of us in order to our holineffe and Salvation, 
and bya fubjection to, and Obedience of the 
fpecial Law of a Mediatour : This hath two 
parts. 

Firft ; His Obedience of what was required of 
Man by any Law: By the Law of Nature, or 
byany Inftituted Law, either Moral, Cere- 
monial, or Judicial : All this did Chrift fub- 
mitto and perfectly obey as inthe ftead of all 
Believers; AdZat. 3. 15. It became him to fulfill 
all Righteonfneffe. Whatever holineffe or Obe- 
dience ‘wastequired of Man in the ftate of In- 
noacency, ot*fince his fall.: And therefore ’tis — 
faid, Gal. 4. 4. He was made under the Law, 
asa ‘Man or Minifter, bound by his own.con- 
fent to the full Obedience of it. DADS 

Secondly ; His obeying all thofe things that 
were required of him asMediatour, Phil.-2. 7. 
That he fhould\make himfelf poor, and of no re- 
putation, andtake upon him the form ofa Ser- 
Vant’(deurdy crevoor) He emptyed himfelf of his 
Glory :*He ftript himfelf of all his royal robes, 
and made‘himfelf of no account. This wasnot 
required by any Law naturalor pofitive, but 
by the Law of a Mediatour. Again he humbled 

wei g Q,2 himfelf 
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himfelf to the death, Phil. 2. 8. He had 
power or liberty, abfolutely confidered, to lay 
down his lifeor not todo it; but with reipect 
to his Mediatorfhip he had a Commandement to 
lay it down, Yok. 10. 18. Further, “Twas by 
this Law Chrift was bound to do all that he did 
for his People. Foh. 17. 19. Only for theer fakes 
fanthifie I my felf. Sover. 9. I pray for them, I pray 
not for the World. So he was not to itrive or 
open his mouth, but patiently to bear what- 
ever was laid upon him. Jfa. 42. 2. Ifa. 53. 7- 
Mat. 12. 19. And by this Obedience of Chrift 
are believersmade righteous, Rom. 5. 18, 19. 
For this is neceflary toSalvation, that the Com- 
mandements be kept, Adath. 19. 17. And the 
Law fulfilled, Adath. 5. 17. 

Thirdly ; By his futfering all things we were 
liable to by the firft tranfgreflion, or any actual 
Sins flowing fromit, Phil. 2. 8. This he did in 
all the fufferings of his Life , and at his death, 
he bore the fins of believers for them, 1. Pet 2. 
24. He was wounded for our Tranfgreffions. Ifa. § 3. 
§.2Cor. 5. 21.And became a Sacrifice to God for 
Sin. [fa 53. 10. Heb.9.26. The end of which was 
atonement, Heb..2. 17. He alfo paid the price 
that God demanded for their deliverance. 1 (Cor. 
7.23. Ye are bought with a price. 1 Pet. 1.17, 18. 
Math. 20.28. He gave himfelf a ranfom for us. 

Laftly, By his interceflion Chrift. compleats 
his Purchafe, and carries on the falvation of his 
people. Rom. 8. 34. Who is be that condemneth? 
it is Chriff that dyed, yea rather 1s rifen again, 
who is alfo at the right hand of God and maketh 
Znterceffion fer use ‘Though by this he doth not 
‘Ss purchafe 
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purchafe for his people, yet he doth procure 
and apply mercy to them: As I have largely 
fhewn already, therefore fhalf wave it now. 

Thirdly, What are thofe great and glorious 

things which Fefas Chrift hath procured by his 
blood ? 

Firft, He hath purchafed Believers themfelves 
unto God. Als 20. 28. Feed the Flock.of God 
which he hath purchafed with his blood. Rev. 5. 9. 
For thou waft flain, and hat redeemed us unto God 
by thy blood. Every faved {oul is part of Chrifts 
purchafe: They are fetapartfor God. Pfa. 4. 
3- Apeculiar People to God. 1 Pez. 2. 9, 
Though the Father hath ordained them to life, 
yet they are not actually his cil) purchas’d by 
Chrift. Hence it is that Believers Converfion, 
isnot cafual or dependent upon Menor means, 
buwis the effect and fruit of Chrift’s blood pure 
ly defigned, and unavoidably perfected by Re- 
demption-grace : And hehce alfo their Salva- 
ion is fure, being founded onthe purchafe of 
Chrift. As fureas Chrifts blood cannot be fpilc 
in vain, fo fure fhall every Believer have his 
Salvation perfected, becaufe it depends upon 
the Obedience, Merit, and Suffering of Chrift. 
Hence alfo ali the Means of Salvation and the 
ore of them are certain to believers, Eph. 


4.9. 
. Secondly; He hath Purchafed pardon of Sin, 
and peace with God. Col. 1. 20. Having 
made peace by the blood of his Croffe : Chap. a. 
13. Heb. 8. 12. Rom. §. 1 There isa full Par- 
don of Sin, of all the fins of believers, and of 
every believers, purchafed ‘by the blood of 

43 ; Chrift. 
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Chrift: Here are four things I fhall {peak to! 
Firft, That there is a full Pardon of fin pro- 

cured 5 The Scripture fets this forth by clear 


- and pregnant arguments, and by feveral terms 


x 


that leave no room for the leaft Sufpition to 
the believing Soul. ?Tis called fometimes Re- 
million of Sin, \ Luke 24. 47- And that Re- 
pentarce and remiffion of fins fhould be preached in 
his Name : (agens) it fignifies Difniffion or 
Releafing. All unchanged Souls are in Debt 
to God, bound over to wrath, and laid up in 
Prifon, but by Jefus Chrift there isa difcharge 
of this Debt procured, the bond Cancell’d, 
the Prifon opened, and the Sinners fet free,’ 
Ifa. 61. 1. 

Sometimes “tis call’d not imputing fin, not 
laying it to the finners charge, P/z. 32. 1, 2. im- 
puteth not iniquity, that is, doth not charge, and 
reckon it, and layiton his account: Asa Mer- 


_ chant that fends his Bill to his Debtour, and 


charges feveral {ums upon him: Tis true every 
Believer is a Debtor in himfelf; but God charg- 
eth the Debt on another, and not on them. 
Sometimes *tis termed a covering or hiding of 
fin, notfromthefinners, but from Gods judici- 
alEycs Pfal. 85.2. Thou haft forgiven the iniqni- 
ty of thy people, thou halt covered all their fin. Pfal. 
78.35. He being full of compaffion forgave their 
gniquity. (Caphar] to cover or conceal; from 


_ this Root is derived Caphoreth, the covering of 


the Ark or Mercy-feat, in which was the Law or 


knowledge of fin, but by the blood of Chrift 


was covered or purged away. ‘ 
Sometimes: ’tis exprefled by not meres 
9 ‘ f ’. 0 
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fin any more; Fer. 31. 34. I wall remember their 
fia no more: 1 will be propitioully merciful, or 
pacifiedly favourable to their fins, and their fin- 
-ful errours and unrighteoufhefs will 1 remem- 
bér no more; or J will-not remember them a- 
gain: Here are two Negatives which make the 
denyal the more vehement. Tis an allufion to 
men that forgive and forget, and it figniiies that 
God will not upbraid or reproach: them with 
them any more: hence Paul challengeth all the 
world to lay any thing to the charge of Gods 
Elect, Rom. 8. 33. 

Further, ’tisfet forth by a taking away of fin; 
Exod. 34. 7. Forgiving iniquity, tranfgreffion and 
fin. The word in the Original is, lifting up or 
taking away all forts of fins and iniquities. 

Again, "tis fignified by blotting out of fin, fo 
that it fhall never be feen more 3 J{a#..43. 25. I 
even Iam he that bloteeth out thy tranforeffions : 
Like the Merchant when the debt is paid crofl- 
eth the Book, throws Ink on it, blots it out, that 
it may not bereadany more; fo God the Father 
cafts the blood of Chrift on a Belicver’s fin, and 
blots it out, fo that Juftice can lay no more to 
their charge. , , 

Again, ’tis called acafting of fin behind his 
back, fa. 38. 17. He doth remove them out of 
his fight as far asthe Eaft is from the Weft, Py. 
103. 12, He will caft all their fins into the depth 
of the Sea, 74g. 7.18, 19. Othe latitude of Be- 
lievers pardon, and the full difcharge of all 
their fin! Sometimes God feems to be throwing 
off his people, and giving them a final farewel; 
but, oh! he returns again, and cafteth their fins, 
2 ; Q4 (not 
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(not them,) into the depth 6f the Sea, whete 
they fhall be certainly drowned asthe Aeyprians 
were, never to be {een more. 

Thus you fee there’s a fuil pardon procured 
for God’s people, not the leaft ground for a 
Queftion leit to them. 

Secondly, There is not only a fall pardon pro- 
cured; but a pardon of every fin. All the fins 
of Gods people are forgiven : Col. 2. 13, 14. Ha- 
ving forgiuen you all trefpaffes, blotting out the 
ba.dwriting: that norone debt may be feen, as 
a Book or Bill that is blotted out can be never 
nore jued againit one: 1 Fok. 1.7. The blood of 
Chriff cleanfeth us from all fin. Fer. 5@,20. The 
iniquity of lirael flall be fought for, and there {hall 
"| be nones and the fins of Judah, and they {hall not 
te found, for I will pardon them wham I referve : 
_The molt cruel Enemy upon the ftricteft fearch 
.fhall noc find one, they fhall be all forgiven. 
And indced if Grace be free, there is the fame 
reafon why all {hall be pardoned as well as one: 
And if the grace of God bring falvation then 
all muft be forgiven er none:And the fame blood 
of Chrift can as well pardon all as one. For if 
the blood of Chrift be the blood of God, then 
tis of an infinite value, and can as eafily blot 
out every fin as one fin; andas well difcharge 
Talents as Pence. Ezek. 18, 22. Larga Dei pie- 
tas veniam ton dimidiabit. Aut nihil aut to- 
tum dabit, 

Thirdly, This pardon of figs procured for 
reperting Believers, and for all of them: Aéts 
10. 43. To him Give all the Prophets witne/s, that 
through bis name ¥ po ‘ever believeth in bim fhall vé~ 

eciue. 
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ceive remiffion of' fins: Atts 13. 38. chap. 26. 18. 
Faith is neceilary co pardon; becaufeit takes of 
ali delf-righteonfnels, and all pretences of men 
rit. Fait carries the fonle to adependance op 
another for rightequinelsiand falvation. Faith is 
afeli-denying Grace, and expects all upon the 
account of the Promifes Believers, and every 
Believer, have their fias pardoned, and fhall not 
perifh, 7o%. 3.16. Now left fome fhould pretend 


+ 


to believe, who indeed do not, the ‘Seriprure. 


qualifies this Faith by cercain Characters..’ Tis 
alfo to repenting fouls that pardon is aflured, 
and therefore remiffion of fin is joined with ree 
pentanc:, As 5.31. Luke. 24. 46,.47. Ezek, 
18. 30. Buc what is this repentance? Doth it 
confift only in an exrernal forrow for fin, and 
an audible begging of mercy ? No, no, Fudas 
and Caia were thus troubled for fin, and yet 
never arrived to found repentance: ’Tis the 
mourning and returning believer to whom this 
Promife is made: andto fuch,and to every one 
of thefe is a full pardon procured. 

Fourthly, This paidon is procured by the 
blood of Chrift, and thar fatisfaction made to 
the Father by his fuffering. Ic is an Opinion 
{prung up of men of corrupt minds, that par- 
don of Sin isthe procurement of Inherent grace, 


and external Rightcoufnefs, but not the product » 


of Chrift’s blood, fuffering and fatistaction,’ 
which | fhall now endeavour to difprove, Afath. 
20. 28. Togivebis Life a Ranfome for many. Heb. 
9.26. But now orce in the end of the Werld bath he ap- 
peared toput away fin by the Sacrifice of bimfelf,chap» 
9. 12. Cpl. 1.14. Thus you fee’tis the blood of 
ts ' | Chrift 
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-Chrift offer’d upto God, that procureth peace, 
and removeth the guilt of fin: and indeed pardon 
offin with refpect to Gods Juftice could be no 
otherway obtain’d. For, . 

Firft, God had paft an irrevocable fentence , 
that the Soul that finneth fhould dye, Gen. 2. 17. 
Now ifthis penalty was not inflicted upon Tranf- 
grefling Adam; how would there be a fulfilling 
ofthis threatning, But fome may enquire, How 
comes -Adams fin to be charg’d on his Pofterity ? 
Anfw. Adams Tranfgreflion, by the tric union 
there was betwixt him and all mankind, (he 
being their Head, Root, and Reprefentee) was 
_ moftjuftly devolv’d on his Off-fpring, Rom. 5. 
14. 19. And therefore God would not have been 
- truetohis word, had not this penalty been in- 
flicted onthe Debtor, or his Surety: But let 
God be true, and every Mana lyar. 

Secondly, -Fallen Man could not pay this debr, 
and make this fatisfaction for fin: For the fin 
being ofan infinite Guilt, and the punifhment 
being Death Eternal, Rom. 6.23. Man could ne- 
ver pay hisranfom, and fet himfelf at liberty, 
and therefore fome other way muft be found out, 
which was only by the Lord’ Jefus, God-Man, 
whofe God-head was able tofupport his humane 
Nature under fuffering,and render his endurings 
of an Infinite value, .Heb. 9. 14. Afts 20. 28. 
This is the fecond Fruit of Chrift’s Purchafe; 
the forgivenefs of all the fins of penitent belie- 
vers, even paft, prefent, and tocome, that no- 
thing fhall be laidtotheir charge, Rom.8.1. — 

Thirdly, Acceptation of their Perfons,is ano- 
ther Fruit of Chrift’s purchafe, Eph. 1.64 Where 

in 
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inbehath made us accepted om the beloved: Vis 
not enough to the compleating of Chrifts defign 
in faving Souls, that their fins be forgiven, 
and the guilt and penalty removed, and 
a difcharge of all the Obligations to wrath 
by reafon of fin procured. All this a 
perfon may have, and yet no intereft in the full 
favour of God, nor right to any faving biefling 
fromhim, for ’tis not fiufficient to givea Man a 
Titleto Glory, that he be innocent, or free from 
offending, but he muft come up tothe terms of 
the firft Covenant, and do all things required of 
him; and havea Pofitiveas well as a Negative 
Righteoufhefs : There muft be in order to an accep- 
tance withGod, not only a not imputing of fin, but 
areckoning of Righteon{nefs (faith Dr. Owen) she 
muft be reputed fully Obedient alfo. The Law 
requires a perfect and perpetual Obedience, 
Gal. 3,10. Should thy Soul be fet free from all 
the charge of paft fins, yetthy defect of Righte- 
oufnefs wouldundo thee for ever. They muft 
be righteous that enter into Life Eternal, Adath. 
25-47. Even as Righteous as God is Righteous : 
But this is impoflible to be attain’d by lapfed 
man, In many things we offend al, Jam. 3.2.There 
4s none Righteous, no wot one, Rom. 3.10. And 
therefore there muft be a Righteoufnefs procured 
for, and imputed to Believers, and that is the 
RighteoufnefS of Chrift: The Commutation 
of his Obedience for our Difobedience, Rom. 5 
19. By the Obedience of one {hall many be made Righ- 
zéous. This Righteoufnefs is called a white 
Robe, and fine Linnen, Rev. 7. 9. Chap. 19. 8. 
The {weet fmelling Garment of or Elder Bro- 
b ther 
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ther wherein God takes infinite delight and plea- 
fure, Math. 3.17. Ia. 42-1. The ground of all 
_ ‘that pléafire that God taketh in his -people, is 
the Righteoufhefs of his Son: not any of their 
Services and duties : And look what pleafure the 
Father takes in his Sonas Mediatour,the fame he 
takes in every Soul that truly comes unto him, 
Fobn 17.26. That the fame love wherewith thon 
halt loved me may be in them, and I them. 


USE. 


If Believers are pardoned and accepted with 
God, then hence it follows, 

Firft, That God never punifhes them in wrath 
and difpleafure. All the ftroaksof God on Be- 
lievers are but fatherly chaftifements : Not Ju- 
dicial acts, Heb. 12. 6. He takes vengeange on 
their inventions, but~ mever on their perfons. 
Punishment always bears fome proportion to the 
offence,but the fufferings of Gods people are in- 
finitely lefs then their deferts, and therefore are 
the Fruit of Divine Faithfulnefs, and Covenant 
Love, Pfal. 119.75. Pfal. 78. 30) to 34. 

Secondly, God will accept of all their fincere 
defires and fervices, though never fo mean, 
through Chrift. Z/2. 38.14. Ifa: 63.8. Execk, 20. 
40,41. Pfal.'s1.17. 

Thirdly, They ,have accefs to God with bold- 
nefS at all times, Eph. 3. 12. chap. 2. 8. 

Fourthly , They are entred -into ceft, and 
have peace with God, and with their own Con- 
{ciences. Math. 11. 28. Heb. 4. 9. Rom §. 1. 
2Thef. 1.6, 74 Pfal. 116.7+ Heb. 4, 3. 

we wat | Fifthly, 
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Fifthly, Sin fhall never more have dominion 
over them. Rom. 6. 14. | 

Sixthly, God will withhold no good thing 
from them, Rom. 8. 32. No temporal blefling, | 
Math. 6.33. No fpiritual blefling, 1 Tim. 4. 8. 
No inftruction, Jer. 31.33. Ifa. 54-13. Joh. 14, 
26. No fanctified correction, Heb. 10. 10, 11, 
Rom. §. 3,t0 §- No confolation, dja. 51. 3. 2Cor. 
1. 4. No edification and increafe in Grace, Eph. 
4.12, 16. Nay all things fhall work together tor 
good tothem that love God, Row. 8.28. 

Laftly, They can never forfeit their ftate of 
Grace, and intereft inthe Favour of God, job, 
13. 1. 2Cor. 7. 10. They fhall be fure to be kept 
by the mighty power of God unto Salvation, 
1 Pet. 1. §. There isnot the leaft room left for a 
falling off from Grace : Becaule, 

Firft, Salvation is purchafed for them; and 
ifthe end be purchafed, then all the means to 
the end; and God in Jnfticeis bound to make 
good Chrifts purchafe, and to deliver what he 
bought and paid for, 2 Tzm. 4.8. 

_ Secondly, Prefervation in grace 1s ingaged 
tothem. fer. 32. 40. 1, Thef.. 5-23, 24. The 
very God of peace funttifie you. wholly, and I pray 
God your whele Spirit, Soul, and Bedy be prefirved 
blameleffe unto the coming of our Lord fefus Ckrift : 
Faithful is he that calleth you,who alfo will doit. Here 
we may fee both Sanctification and Salvation 
is fecured to all thatare favingly called of God. 
Salvationis the End, and fanctification is the 
Means; and both are founded not on the will of 
Man, or on his care and fidelity, but as depend- 
ing onthe act and {faithfulnefle of God ; BO 
only 
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only the firft Act of Sanctification, but Prefer: 
vation; continuance, and growth in Grace is 
the work of God, and it’s perfeverance is Jaid 
upon divine prefervations. to which God hath 
bound himfe!f by promife to every Soul that is 
truly fanctified, and his Faithfulnefs is engag’d to 
make it good. ‘. 
Thirdly, They are put into the Hands of Chrif 
on purpofe to be fecured in Grace to Glory, 
Foh. 10. 28, 29. They hall never perifh, neither fhal 
any pluck them out of my hand: They are engraven 
on the palms’ of his hands; ‘their walls are 
continually before him, J/s. 49. 16. Their 
Walls, that is their fafety: This was fpoken in 
atime whenthe Walls of ferufalem were bro- 
ken down : Yet at that time God had ‘Walls‘a- 
— boutthem to fecurethem, which'they faw. not. 
Both Believers themfelves, their Graces, and 
allthe Promifes are put into the hands of Chrift, 
hence they cannot fall away. pile 
Fourthly, True Grace is of an abiding nature, 
1 Fob. 3. 9. Whofoever is born of God doth not com- 
mit fin, forhis feed abidethin him, and he cannot. 
fin, becanfe he is born of God. uve notat conftanti- 
am & penitiffimam inhefionem, (faith one) *Tis an 
abiding, and-conftant inhefionofGrace. Some 
to evade the evidence of this Truth, would per- 
vert the fenfe of it, taking it for the néw Creature 
which is born of God ; whereas the Original is 
clear againit it 7s 4 »ywnutv@-,'in the Mafculine 
Gender, which notesa perfon, not a thing. A- 
gain,it would bea T autologie to add a reafon why 
fuch 2 one cannot fin, becaufe he is born of God, 
and his feed remaineth in him, whereas’ the 
: tie _new 
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new Creature, and the feed of God are all one, 
bug here they note two things ; Firft, A Perfon; — 
secondly, Thc Regenerate part of the Perfon; . 
which is fully explain’d in the following vers 
where he that is born of God, or the Child of 
God,is oppoled to theChild of theDevil, which is 
meant of a distinct Perfon, not a different Nature 
in the fame Perfon; and this {eed of God is of an 
abiding nature wherever it comes, it comes never 
wholly to depart more, Jfa. 59, 21. 

Fifthly, Becaufe their Lifeis hid in Chrift, 
and therefore cannot be doft and perifh at their 
pleafure, Col. 3.3, 4. The Believers Grace is fure 
inthe Root, however itbeinthe Branch, and 
therefore Chrift engages to his people, that 
they fhall live becaufe he lives, Fob. 14. 19. 

__ Laftly, They havean Infeparable union with 
the Spirit of Grace that dwells in them, Rom 
8. 11.. He that raifedup Fefus from the dead {hall 
alfo quicken your mortal Bodies by his Spirit that 
dwelleth in you. Where the Article «% as one ob- 
ferves, ever notes the Perfonofthe Holy Ghoft, 
not his Graces; fo that the Saints have. 
an abiding union with the Spirit of God the third 
Perfon, and fo cannot perifh for want of Grace, 
but are kept by the power of God through Faith 
unto Salvation. He cannever want Water that 
may have accefs to the Fountain or Ocean; nor 
can any Soul be deftitute of Grace that is united 
tothe Spirit of Grace. The Graces of Sairits are 
fure ; their Faith, their Prefervation isfure: O 
what a glorious priviledge is this that flows to 
Believers, from this purchafe of Chrift, that 
their Salvation is fure, and they may know it to 
be fo. vis CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


Sanétification and Flolinefs is purchas’d for 
Believers, by the Death and Sufferings of 
Fefus Chrift. tty 


A Nother part of Chrifts purchafed Treafure 
& for Believers, is, 

Fourthly, The Sanctification of their Natures 
and Perfons. Here ! {hail thew, 

1. That the Lord Pefus bath Purchafed Grace 
and Holinefs. 

2. For whom this Holinefs is purchafed: 

3. What this Holinefs is he hath purchafad. 

4. That this is part of Chrifts Treafure. 

Firft, That the Lord Jefus hath purchafed the 
fanctification of the Natures and Perfonsof his 
people. This I fhall prove by feveral Argu- 
ments. Pay 

Firft, Allthe Types under the Law doimply 
fomuch, atid darkly open this great truth to 
Believers. We find that Chrift in the non-age and 
Infant ftate of his Church and People deale with 
them in Figures and Shadows : So the Laver, 
and Sacrifices, the Priefts pure and white Robes 
and Veftments, and the wafhing of their Gar- 
ments, when they were to approachthe Divine 
Majefty, were Typical of this Holinefs, which 
he was to procure for his peop!e in the fullnefs 
oftime, fo much the Apoftle imports, Col. 2.17: 
Which are a fuadow of things tocome, but the Bo- 
dy is of Chrift, Thethadow goes before, a 

the 
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the body follows :Thefe Types are precedancons 
to the coming of Chrift, and his full ac- 
-complifhment of the things intended, and figni- 
fied by them, thus Chrift isthe Altar that fancti- 
fies the gift ; In him we have thofe true and filid . 
good things which were fhadowed out in thofe Cere- 
monies under the Law, ({aies Daven. on the place) 

Secondly ; The Names and Titles given to. 
Chrift import fo much: Heis called Fefus, be- 
canfehefhak fave bis People from their fins : Mar. 
1. 21. Heis called aRedeemer to deliver them 
from their Bondages and hard Service : He is 
termed the Sanctifier : For he that Sanctifieth, 
and they that are Sanctifycl are.all of one. 
Heb. 2. 11, 

Thirdly; For this end,he was actually defigned 
of God, and made overto his People in the E- 
vetlafting Covenant, decrees, purpofes, andde- 
terminations of God. 1. Cor. 1. 30. Heis madz 
of God unto us Wifdom, . Righteoufnefs, Santtifica- 
tion, and Redemption. He is madeof God : Nox 
in creatione,fedin ordinatione (faith Pareus). Not 
created fo atcording to his Divine Fflence, as 
fome Hereticks affert, but ordained and given 
ofGod to this end tobe Sanctification, that is 
the Author of Sanctification, and therefore he 
is faidto fave tothe uttermolt, Heb. 7. 25. which 
€an never be accemplith’d without Holiaclt , 
FoF without holineffe no man can fee the Lerd, Heb. 
12. 14. 

Fourthly,For this work was theLord Jefus pro- 
mifed by theFather to come unto Son,and turma- 
way ungodlinels from?.cob-Rom.t 1.26. ThisSert- 
pture is quoted out of /fs. 39. 10.fromwhichthe4- 
poftle varies, following the Se ptuagint T ranfiati- 
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on (then in great ufe )rather than the Hebr, feeing 
itretaines the fenfe, though different in Words: 
In Ifa. *tis The Redeemer {hall come toSion, and 
unto theme that turn from Tranfgreffion : The A- 
poftle faies, He (hall come out of Sion, and: turn 
away ungodlinef[e from Jacob: To reconcile which , 
Peter Martyr thinks the Septuagint might mi- 
ftake (Lafbub) To turn,for (Lefhabe) To them 
that turn: Butthis is not likely that thofe Learn- 
ed Doctors could be fo miftaken in the Original, 
and therefore ’tis afar better anfwer that Beza, 
and Gryneus Go give, That the Prophet fpeak- 
eth ofthe Effect of Chrifts coming ; which is 
aturning away from Sin: And thatthe Apoftle 
{peaks of the Caufe of their turning from Sin ; 
whichis Chriftstaking away of Sin, for none 
can turn from fin, till Chriftdo remove Sin: 
And this is the end of his coming into the 
World: Tothis end heis promifed : AZh 3. 
2, 3- He {hall fit as refiners fire, and purifythe Sons 
of Levi. The Sons of Lev: are, Firftly meant of 
the Apoftles : Secondly, 1 fuppofe, ofall the 
Saints : But fo much is clear, that the Lord Jefus 
is promifed to bea refiner tohis People in Gof 
pel times,and to purge away their filthand drofs,” 
and tomake them Holy. 

Fifthly ; For this end itwas the Lord Jefus 
Chrift gave himfelf up to. Redemption-work. 
Eph. 5.2§, 26,27: 4s Chrift alfo loved the Church, 
and gave himfelf for it , that xe might Santtify and 
cleanfe it with the wabing of Water by the word : 
Here we have; 4. One great end of Chrifts O- 
bedience and Suffering ; ’tis to make his Peo- 
ple Holy. 2. Here’s the efficient Caufe of this 
Holinefle, that is, By the Spirit of Chrift ; The 
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lood ‘of Chrift purges away the guilt of fin 
Metitorioufly, and the Spirit of Chrift purifies 
he filth of fin Efficiently ; fignifyed by Water, as 
tis often us’d in Scripture. Fob.'4. 10. 14. Chap. 
+ 38,39. 3. Here’s the inftrumental caufe of 
his Holinefle, the means by which itis wrought 
nd carryed on, and that is by the word, the im- 
iortal feedof the Soul : This he undertook, 
nd was intended to do inthe Covenant of Re- 
emption betwixt the Father and him. Ifa. 42. 
» 25 33 4. He fhall not fail till he hath fet Fudg- 
ent in the Earth, that is Holinefs ; for to 
‘ig taken, Fob. 16. 8. And this work is 
ie Lord Jefus here engag’d todo. Some take. 
ie word "(Ethmoch) T uphold, paflively for the 
‘thers dependence, and Chrifts Faithfulnefle - 
© leans or ftays upon his undertaking this 
ork,and trufts to his performance of what he 
idertook todo: Others take it actively for the 
fae upholding and carrying Chrift through 
1$ great work of Redemption, and San¢tifica- 
pn. In both fenfes ’tis true, The Lord Jefus 
inds engaged to carry on Redemption-work, 
id'is throughly furnifhed withgrace to accom. 
fh it, Heb. 10.7. Chrift readily confents to 
2 fulfilling of the Fathers will; and what that 
ts you have J/a. 42.7. To open the blind eyes, 


d to bring out the Prifoners out of the Prifon, - 


tich is meant of the work of Redemption, and 
‘Beneration; and it wasthe will of God the 
ther that Chrift fhould do this, 1 Thef. 4. 
This is the will of God even your Santtification : 
td this he ftood bound to do, to promote and 
stfect the power of Holinefle in all his Chil. 
| R 2 dren: 
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dren. Now what Chrift did undertake he finifh- 
edMeritorioufly, whiles on Earth. Fob. 17. 4 
"1 have finifhed the work shou haft given me todo; And 
for the application of it, heisin Heaven to fee 
it perform’d ; and this is the work of his intercef- 
fion, Job. 17-17. Santtify them through thy truth, 
thy word is truth. This Chrift Intercedes for 
in Heaven, and therefore 7tis the fruit of his 
Purchafe , for he Intercedes forno more in Hea- 
ven than what he dyed for on Earth. 
Sixthly ; His Authoritative fending the Spirit 
of Holineffe to his peaple, fhewshis right to it 
by his Purchafe. Fob. 16. 7. I willfend him t 
you. Thatis after thefinithing of his work, anc 
re-inftalment in Glory, ob. 7. 39. For the Ho 
ly Ghoft was not yet given, becaufe Chrif’ 
wasnot yet glorifyed. | 
Laftly ; Were not holinefle purchafed for fav 
ed Souls, Chrifts Redemption-work would bj 
imperfect, neither could Souls ever anfwer th 
ends for which he dyed. Without Holinefle wer 
procured and compleated by Chrift, there coul 
be no Salvation. For, : 
Firft ; Mancannot Sanctify himfelf,; We a 
all. as an unclean thing and our Righteoufneffe as fi 
thy rags, fa. 64. 6. And who can bring acle 
thing out of an unclean ? no not one, Job 14-4. i 
deed the Scripture fometimes ipeaks after th 
manner, Make you a cleanheart, Ezek. 18. 3° 
Make you a new heart. $o Ma. i. 16. Wah) 
make ye celan : But there is Mans Duty n 
his power It fhews the fubject, not the Auth 
or this holinefle ; and where you find fuch EF 
hortations, they are to lead men to Chrift for 
| gett 
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getting of this Holinefs wrought in them 3as, 
1 Pet. 2. 4.T0 whomcome, as as toa living ftone, &c. 

Secondly, Without this holinefs be wrought 
in Believers they can never be capable of an- 
fwering the ends of Redemption , which are, 

Firft,To enjoy Union andFellowfhip withGod, 
Fob. 11. 52s 1 Fob. 1. 3. Heb. 8. 10. Now with- 
out Holinefs no Fellowfhip with God, 2 Cor. 6. 


and his offeringsand fervices are Holy. 
Secondly, To reconcile together in one all 
things in Heaven and Earth, Col. 1.20. But no 
Fellowfhip with Angels or Saints in Heaven with- 
out holinefs for they are holy Creatures. 

Thirdly, To be brought into the neareft U- 
mion, and Conformity to himfelf, Rom. 6. 4,5: 
‘But without Holinefs this cannot be. 

-. Fourthly, To be a Name and a praife unto 
God, Eph. 1. 12. But without Holinefs no glo- 
ying of God. 

- Fifthly, To bring Souls to the poffeffion of the 
urchafed Inheritance in Glory, Eph. 1.14. But 
nothing that defileth fhall enter within the Gate 
of the new Perufalem, Rev. 21. 27. So much for 
the firft Head, That Jefus Chrift hath Purchafod 
Holinefle. We thall now enquire, 

Secondly, For whom hath the Lord Fefus Par- 
cshafed Holineffe ? 
 Anfo. For all his feed ; for every Soul the Fa- 
ther hath given him,foh. 17. 9. Chrifts Purchafe, 


14, 15. 1 Pet. 1. 15, 16. For his Perfon is Holy; | 
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death, and Interceflion is only for thofethe Fa- 


cher hath given him, and every one of chem, for 
il his feéd that belonz to him’ as the fecond 
Adam: And itt thisf:nf: is that Scripture to be 
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taleen : Rom. 5. 18. As by the offence of one Fudg- 
ment came upon all Men to Condemmation, even fo 
by the Righteoufneffe of one the free gift came upon all 
_ Men to Fuftification of life. That is 5 As death 
came by Adams fall to all his feed, fo life comes 
by Chrift toall his feed ; neither can it be ftretch- 
ed ‘urther, as the Apoftle affirms, 1 Foh. ‘5. 12. 
He that hath the Son hath life, but he that hath 
. pot theSon hath not life. Neither will any affirm, that 
all Men are juftified unto life, nor any but thofe 
that believein Chrift, which are his feed : The 
Lord Jefus tells us, Fob. 17. 20; ’ Tis for all them 
that believe on him through his word. Gal. 3, 22. 
‘That the Promife by Faith of FefusChraft might be gi- 
ven to them that believe : The Apoftle fpeaks here 
of a double Promife made to Abraham, and 
through him to Belfeving Gentiles. 1. The Pro- 
-mife of Righteoufnefle in Juftification, ver. 18, 
a9. 2. The Promife of the Spirit in Sanétifica- 
tion, ver. 14. That we might receive the Promife 
of the Spirit through Faith;and both thefe are made 
over to Believers. You that come to Chrift in 
‘truth, and receive him into your hearts by faith, 
and take his Yoke on your fhoulders, obey his 
Laws, fincerely give'up your alltohim, and are 
no more your own, but though you fee your 
want of Holinefle, yet are really willing to be 
Holy as God is Holy, fubmitting to all the ap- 
pointments of Chrift, in order to it3 you are the 
feed of Chrift, the peopletowhomthe Promife 
of Holineffe doth belong. 
Thirdly, What is the Holineffe Chrift hath Pur- 
__ chas'd for his People. is 
Aum, Firft ; The truth of Grace,in oppofi- 
: M t1or 
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tion to Hypocrifie : The Lord Jefus never fhed 
his blood for counterfeit grace. His purchas’d 
Treafure confifts not of Counters, but tryed | 
Gold, Rev. 3.17. What he offers to Sinners, that 
he purchafed and dyed for , but Chrift offers try- 
ed gold to invited Souls. Any thing fhort of 
faving grace is not worth the fhedding of the 
blood of the Son of God. That which Chrift 
Promifeth to his people is the fame with that he’ 
hath purchafed ;but he promifeth true grace, Ezek. 
36. 26, 27. He Promifeth anew heart, and a 
new heart is a truly fanctified heart : ’Tis his 
Spirit he will put within them; and his Spirit 
is a Spirit of truth, fob. 14.17. There isne- 
ver a Soul whofe heart is made willing to be the 
Lords ; but Jefus Chrift hath purchafed finceri- 
ty for him ; Chrift never dyed for Lies and 
Untruths, but feeming grace isa lye and not of 
the truth. This is wonderfulcomfort topoor 
troubled Souls that are always doubting of the 
truth of their graces, and would give a thou- 
fand Worlds to be fure that their gold istryed 
gold, and their graces true graces. Nowifever 
thy Soul were brought to defire Chrift intruth, 
and to receive him with a lively Faith, thou may- 
eft be {ure thy graces are true, becaute the Lerd 
Jefus hath purchas’d this for all Believers. Now 
thistruth of Grace confifts in a through change 
of the Soul, even of the whole Man ; which may 
be diftinguifhed into thefe two parts. 1. The 
taking away of Sin. 2. The giving of Grace, 
thé delivering the Soul from the power of Satan, 
and the reducing it under the power of God, and 
into his Kingdom : The purging the Soul from 
R 4 Luft, 
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Luft, and poffefling it with Grace: the ‘de- 
ftroying the works of the Devil, and creating it 
the workmanfhip of God = In freeing the Soul 
fromthe Ruling Power offin inevery part, and 
implanting theNature and Image of God on every 
Power andFaculty of it. Aéts 26. 18. 1 Cor. 
6. 11. Tit. 2. 14. Rom. 6. 14. 

Secondly ; Perfeverance in Grace ; Their 
continuance ina ftete of grace: And the abiding 
of the feed of God in them: 1 Fob. 3. 9. weer 
’tis the fame word that fignifies the Spirits abi- 
ding with Believers, whichChrift faith hall be for 
ever, Fob. 14.16. 1 Fok. 2. 27. This he hath 
Promifed in the new Covenant, and therefore 
this he hath purchafed, Jer. 32. 4 0. And there- 
fore the fanctified are called the preferved in 
Jefus Chrift, ude ver. 1. And the Saints are 
jaid to be kept by the Power of God through 
faith unto Salvation, 1 Per. 1. 5. This Chrift 
ftands engaged to the Father to do, Feb. 17. 12. 
If Jefus Chrift hath not purchafed perfeve- 
rance in Grace to the end for all his people, but 
leaves their continuance in the truth to theit 
free-will, then he leaves them inthe fame ftate 
jn which they were under the firft Covenant: 
For the ftanding of Adam in the firft Covenant 
was upon his own choice and will ; but this can- 
not be, becaufe Chrift hath taken away the firft 
Covenant from Believers, and Eftablifhed the 
decond which makes the Commiers thereunto 
perfect, Heb. 8. 6. to 11, Chap. 10.9, Yo. 

¥hirdly ; Growthin Grace : What he calls 
them to that he hath purchafed for them 3 for 
Chrift cannot invite his people to uncertain- 

ties 
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ties or difappointments , what he exhorts 
them to, he promifeth to work them to, Phil. 
2. 12, 13. Work out your Salvation with fear and 
trembling , For? tis God that worketh in you both to 
will and to do. Now he bids them to’growin 
Grace, 2 Pet. 3. 18.-And this he Promifeth alfo, 
Hof. 14. 5- 7. I will be asa dew unto \frael, and 
he hall grow as the Lilly, and caft forth his roots as 
Lebanon, they that dwell under his fhaddow {hall 
revive asthe Corn, and grow as the Vine. Pia. 92. 
12. The Righteous {hall flowrifh as the Palm-Tree 
and grow as the Cedars in Lebanon. What God 
Promifed under the new Covenant Chrift hath 
dyed for ; for this Covenant is wholly Confir- 
med by blood, by the death of the Teftator, 
Heb: 9. 14, 17. 

Queft - Then what is the reafom Gods People 

grow no morein Grace this day ? 

Anfw. Fist , Allare not Jfrael that are of 
Yrael ; Many pafle for Saints in the Judgment 
of Men which were never fanctified in Chrift 
Jefus, nor will appear to be fo in the approba- 
‘tion of God and therefore fome in whom you © 
fee no growth, are no contradiction to this truth 
at all,’ they being none of the feed of Chrift.. 

Secondly, The Lords Trees as well.as the ~ 
Trees of the Wood have their growing times : 
The Winter is no time to grow; no nor the 
Winter of Temptation or divine defertion. Bo- 
dies have their growing times, fo have Souls. Be- 
tiever thy growing time may be yet to’ come’ if 
thou art Chriits. 

Thirdly 5 Souls may grow,though flowly, and 
invifibly to themfelves and others; Ree 
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have fometimes a vail on their Eyes, and cannot’ 
difcern their flourifhing and fometimes the fmal- 
nefle of Grace renders it indifcernable to others. 
There may be a growing downward in Faith, 
and Humility,thofe radical Graces that ftrength- 
enthe Souls adherence to Chrift, though there 
be no growing upwards in fruitfulnefle forChrift. 
There is a growing in internal longings and {e- 
cret defires after more of God, and in higher 
valuations of Jefus Chrift,though not in fuch fen- 
fible enjoyments of him. Asthe truth of Grace 
lies beyond the view of Men, fo doth many 
times the growth of grace toa Mans felf, and to 
others. 

Fourthly ; The People of God fhall at laft have 
their growth in grace further’d by their prefent 
decays in Grace. Asthe ficknefle of Children, 
thoughit makes them languifh f@r atime, yet 
ithelps ontheir growth when tis over ; fothe 
Winter feafon promotes the growth of Trees 
and herbs when the Summer comes. 

Fourthly ; The Lord Jefus hath Purchafed for 
his people Perfection in Grace alfo : This is 
intended by his death, that they may be made 
perfect in one, Fob. 17.23. Thisheprefleth them 
to Mat. '5. 48. Be ye perfett as your Father which 
as snFdeaven is perfect. And what he exhorts them 
to he prepares and hath redeem’dthem to. For 
this end he gives them Ordinances, that they may 
come to a perfect Man, to the fulnefle of the 
meafure of the ftature of Jefus Chrift, Eph. 4. 
12, 13. Heb. 10. 14. This perfection of grace 
is nothing elfe but glory. 1 Cor. 13. 10. When 
that which is perfett is come, then that which is in iM 
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foall be done away: And this Chrift hath pur- 
chas’d for Believers, Fob. 10. 28, 

Queft : \€ Chrift hath Purchafed perfection 
‘in Holinefle ; Then what?s the reafon the pro» 
effing people of Chrift are fo imperfectly Holy, ne- 
ver a day fince theGofpel, of more light ,and leffe 
lifesof more profeffion,and le[s Power of Holinefs 3 
Whence comes this fo ? 

Anfw. Firft ; Thefe are the laft daies, yea the 

latter part ofthe laft daies, and the laft daies 
are daies of great unholineffe, and little grace. 
O the Catalogue of fins the Scripture gives us 
that will abound at that time, 2 Tim. 3.1. In 
the laft daies Perillous times {hall come, for Men 
fhall be lovers of themfelves Having a form of 
Godlineffe but denying the Power thereof.  Chrift 
himfelf fhews us the complexion of the laft times : 
Mat. 24. 12. Then Iniquity {hall abound, and the 
love of many wax told. The daies before the Com- 
ing of Chrift to avenge his Elect are daies of 
little Grace » Whenthe Son of Man comes {hall he 
find Faith onthe Earth? Luke 18. 8. 

Secondly ; Becaufe of the abundance of Hypo- 
crites that get under a profeflion, and crowd in 
amongft Saints : In the laft times the grea- 
teft number of Men areformalifts, as you have 
heard, 2. Tim. 3.§. Halfat leaft of Virgin Pro. 
feflors will at: the coming of Chrift be found 

’ foolifh,and abundance of tares among the Wheat, 
and Goats among the Sheep, will be difcovered 
when Chrift comes to Judgment ; and this hin. 
ders the holinefle of profeffours, when a great 
number among them are rotten, and Carnal ; 
unfound Perfons amongft the fincere hinder their 

thriving 
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thriving in Grace, by their Examples and en- 
{naring Company ; thefe, as Gangreens, doeat 
away allholinefs, and as dead bodiesbecome . 
contagious ; ifthe living touch thedead, they 
are unclean, Hag. 2. 1 3. Cana man touch Pitch, 
and not be defiled ? 
Thirdly, Becaufe’tis the hour, and power of 
darknefs, Luke 22. 53. "tis a time of great 
temptation to Gods people: Sataniscome down 
with great wrath, Rev. 12. 12, This Chap. is con- 
temporary with the Seals and Trumpets, and 
gives us a repetition of the Churches State un- 
der the firft and fecond Perfecution ; this ver. 
holds forth the fecond perfecution under Anti- 
chrift, when Satan is caft out of the true Church, 
and Believers, andcomes down among rotten 
profeflours, to ftir them up to perfecution, and 
then the Devil hath great wrath, efpecially in 
the latter part of his Reign, when he hath buta 
little time, then by temptation as well as perfe- 
cution,he labours to deftroy the Saints holinefs. 
Fourthly, Gods leaving his people as a pu- 
nifhment of former fins under prefent Corrup- 
tions; for their humbling, and driving them 
nearer tohimfelf. Thefe may be fome Reafons 
why there is fo little holinefs ; but however, the 
time will come when Chrift wilt make-up. his 
Jewels, and fet holinefs in the’Earth. 
Fourthly, This fanthfication of Belsevers is 
part,yea,the choiceft part of Chrifts purchafed Trea- 
jure. Thavethewn before that Riches import 
two things. 1. Some things that were of worth 
and value, men never: feek great heaps of duit 
or ftraw, as part of their Riches; bat -. 
» Wut, 
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Gold, and Jewels, are things of account. 2. A: 
bundance and large meafures of thefe excellent 
things.Now fanctificationis a thing of wonderful 
value, and an unknown excellencyinits nature ; 
holinefs muft needs be excellent becaufe it is a 
fparkle of Divine Glory ;’tis part of the Nature 
and Image ofGod himfelf, 2Pet.1.4.’Tis theGlory 
ofGod, Hab. 3. 3.When theProphet would fet forth 
God in his Glory, he gives him the name of the 
holy one, God came from Teman, and the holy one 
from Mount Paran, hisGlory covered the Heavens. 
The Prophet here fpeaks and Prophefies of the 
calling of the Fews by the Gofpel, after the 
Afcenfion of Chrift, in an allufion tohis former 
giving the Law on Mount Siva:, and making 
them his people by that Covenant: So Teman is 
a place’in Idumea, Paranin Arabia, between 
Sinai and Seir, from-whence God gives out his 
Law, and fhews out hisGlory, as youmay fee, 
Dent. 3 3- 3- Some take Teman for Ferufalem, and 
then the meaning isthus ; As God did formerly 
manifefthisGlory, by giving out hisLaw from 
Mount Sizai; andhis Holinefs in keeping and 
leading his people through the Wildernefs to 

Canaan and Fernfalem: So will he in Gofpel- 
times, manifeft his Glory, in givingthe Gofpel, — 
and calling a People to himfelf; and this Glory 
of his will moft eminently appear in the mani- 
feftation of his Holinefs. So that Holinefs is the |. 
Glory of God, and therefore muft needs be © 
moft excellent. Nay, Sanctification is the bo- 
nour of the Creature, Rev. 21. 10,11. ThexGlo- 
ry of the latter Church is fet forth byits Ho- 
linefS: So Sanctification and Honour are joyned 
toge- 
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together, 1 Theff: 4. 4. Holinefs is the greateft 
Treafure ; fortis laid up in the choiceft Trea- 
fury; in Heaven, theplace of Gods Holineis, 
and the Habitation ofthe Holy Saints and An- 
gels, I{a.6 3.15. Treafures are not thePofleflion of 
every one,they are given ufually but to a few-So 
is Holinefs the priviledge of the feweft and leaft 
number of men;few there bethat find it, AZ. 7. 
13. Riches can procure the greateft things 
procurable, as one faith, Money anfwereth all 
things; thatis allthingsthat are faleable among 
- men5 foHolinefs, though it cannot purchafe 
_ Mercy, yet it fits perfons forthe greateft Mer- 
cies,and higheft Services. None more advanced 
than holySouls;they dwell in the prefenceofGod, 
Pfal. 140. 1 3. They are through Chrift-very po- 
tenu with God ; they are fit for the higheft work. 
When Perfons come to dye, they fee the ex- 
cellency of holinefs, and would purchafe it with 
aworld : This proves that Sanctification is a rare 
Treafure. 

Again, The purchas’d Holinefs of Chrift hath 
not only excellent worth, but large quantity 5 
_ he hath purchas’d fullnefs of Grace; Grace for 
Grace. O Believer, though thy heart be emp- 
ty of grace, yet Chrift’s Treafure is full, he hath 
as muchas ever thou canft need or crave, to 
make thee as Holy as thou wouldeft be, and that 
to all Eternity. x 

USE. 


IfHolinefs be the Purchafe of Chrift, then 
*tisnot the Creatures procurement, or by any 
ways or means obtained fhort of the ao 

rit. 
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Chrift. what the Apoftlefays of Righteoufnefs 
istrue of Sanctification, Gal.2.21. If Righteouf- 
nefs come by the Law, thenChrift is dead in vain. 
So if holinefs be the Fruit of Mens Purpofes, 
Labours and Duties, then Chrift died in’ vain. 
*Tis too common an errour in many, to charge 
Chrift with too much infome things, and. too 
little inother things. In juftification fome lay 
too much on Chrift, I mean by charging their 
fins on him for pardon, which they were never 
throughly convinc’d or repented of; and in 
fanctification charge him with too little, expect- 
ing their holinefs andmeetnefs from their pur- 
pofes, duties, and improvements : As if holinefs 
were to grow out of the Sepulchres of their 
Services,and not out of the grave of Chrift :’ Tig 
true indeed theLord Jefus hath appointed means 
for the promoting ofHolinefs,and given promifes 
andOrdinances for theconveying and perfecting 
of it,but the vertue of all depends uponhis blef- 
fing, 1 Cor. 3. 6,7. Rom. 9. 16. 


Secondly;Then how unexcufable are'perifhing . 


Sinners under the Gofpel, that will not come to 
Chrift to be made holy: Youthat lyein your 
blood, and from the Crown of your head to 
the fole of your feet,are full of filthy Ulcers, and 


putrifying fores, whofe Confciences cannot but’ © 
condemn you fometimes for uncleannefle ; and 


never being cleanfed. by the blood of Chrift; 
how will you appear before the Holy God, a 
Confuming fire, in your unpurged fins ? How un- 
juftifiable is your filthyneffe who might have been 
cleanfed,but would not! What will you anfwer 
in the day of Indignation, when all this Reade ‘ 

ut 
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but refufed Grace fhall come againft you? when 
you would willingly part with the whole World 
if you had it to get a clean heartand a purged 
Confcience ? How dreadful will that,word be in 
the day of Inquifition 5 Ezek, 22.°24. Thou art 
a Land, Thou art a Seoul that art not cleanfed ? 
How cutting will the memory be of tejected 
Grace, when God fhall fay, J would have healed 
you, but you are not healed? Fer.§1. 9. Youmight 
have had your natures changed, your Confcien- 
ces cleanfed, and your hearts fanctified, but 
you would not : Now away thou prophane hard- 
hearted wretch : Be gone thou fecret Drunkard, 
Swearer, Thief, Lyer, take him Devil, go and 
be filthy ftill, wallow in thy blood; there lye 
curfing intorment to all Eternity; as Jong ast 
am God, thy blood fhall lye upon thee. 

Thirdly ; Then the Holinefle of Believers is and 
fhall. be fure, being grounded on the Purchafe of 
Chrift. Tis bought, and paid for(O Believer )for 
thee: purchas’d Sanctification isafluredly thine 
asthou art not thine own; The truth, continu- 
ance, growth, and perfection of Grace is pro- 
cured for thee by a price: A price agreed on be- 
twixt the Father and the Son. 

Firft, God will not deny it, Juftice it felfcan- 
not with-hold thy purchas’d due.As fure asChriit 
with-holds not one drop of his blood, or penny 
of the price, fofure will not God with-hold any 
part of this Purchafe. Rom. 3. 26. That he may 
be juft, and the juftifier of them that believe in Fefus : 
And if the juftifier, then fure the fanctifier. Poor 
doubting Believer, when thou feeft nothing but 
unworthinefsinthy fel€ ofthe leaft Grace, and 

peace 
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Pas from God, then think, ‘twas Chrift, nor 
I,that made this purchafe , he who did not, can 
not make a forfeit of bis right ; and whofe 
blood muft perifk, whofe Honour and Intereft 
muft fuffer, if one of thofe for whom Chrift 
dyed thould dye and perifh for want of Holinefle: 
O no! this cannot be; The Pudge o; of all the Earth 
muft.do right. Gen. 18. 23. 

Secondly, Jefus Chrift the believers Advo. 
cate cannot fiiffer to feehis poorand needy depris 
ved of theirright: Heis the Mediatour betwixt 
God and his people ; Thedays-Man and Um- 
pire to fee truth Eftablifhed in the Earth, and 
every One torecéive his due : He will give wic- 
ked Men their due, much more his Children ; 
And all Power in Heaven aad Earth are in his 
hands, ALsth. 28. 20. He is the Faithful Wir. 
nefle, Holy,and Juft one, and therefore will caufé 
that believers fhall have the diftributions of the 
due Meafures of his Purchas’d Grace. 

Thirdly, there is nothing inthee or without 
thee that canhinder the accompitifhment of it, 
JTfa. 4.3.13. I will work, and who fhall let: Lee 
Earth and Hell, Sin and felf, combine together, 
they fiall not keep back the ‘Communications of 
grace one day beyond God’s time, Math. 12.29. 

Tis not the ftrength of thy lufts can prevail a- 
gainft the armof God, and forces of his eter: 
nal Spirit, who is commiiffioned to bring down ail 
thy Enemies, and fet thee free indeed. Cheilt 
‘wilt Reiga till he brings down all his Enemies up. 
der his feet, 1 Gor.35.25, Thegreatelk pare of 
“whichis the Corcuptions ofhis people. 
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CHAP. XIX. 
Adoption-Grace provid to be the Fruit of 
Chrift's Purchafe: The excellency of this 
tate opened in several particulars. 


Come now to a fifth Fruit of Chrifts Pur- 
_chafe, and difcovery of that glorious Re- 

demption-Treafire procur’d by his death; thar . 
is a ftateof Adoption, thofe whom he fancti- 
fies he adopts, and brings intoa new Relation 
to himfelf, toGodtheFather, Son, and Spi- 
rit: The work of Sanctification doth change 
their Nature, Adoption changeth their ftate ; 
they are really alter’d by Sanctifying Grace, and 
relatively by Adoption-love. Godnow becomes 
their Father, and they are his Sons and Daugh- 
ters, 2Cor.6. 17, 18. Come out from amongit 
them, and touch not the unclean thing: Here’s a 
change intheir Nature and Life: And I will be 
your God, and you {hall be my Sons and Daughters : 
there’s a change in their ftate:. Adoption is the 
taking of perfons that are ftrangers, and. unde- 
ferving in themfelves, into a ftate and Relati- 
on of Sons and Heirs; bringing them into a new 
Family and Condition: And fuch is the Adopti- 
on of the Sons of God, "tis a Tranflation of 
called and fanctified Souls out of the Family 
of Satan into the Family of God, Col: 1. 13. Who 
hath delivered us from the power of darkuefs, and 
tranflated us into the Kingdom of his dear Son, Joh.1. 
‘12. To as many as received him, tothem gave he 
. . power 
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power to become the Sons of Ged, 1 Joh. 3. 2. Now 
are we the Sons of God; And this Adoption-Pri- 
viledge isthe Fruit of the Death of Chrift, Gal. 
4¢ 4,5. When the fullnefs of time was come God fent 
forth his Son made of a Woman, made under the Law; 
to redeem them that. were under the Law, that we 
might receive the 2Adoption of Sons: For though 
this Adoption be an act of Grace.inGod, to take 
Souls into Sonfhip withhim, yet ’tis by Jefus 
Chrift,, Eph, 1. 5 Having predeftinated us unto 
the Adoption. of Children, by Fefus Chrift: That is, 
To be redeemed, and made fit for it by Jefus 
Chrift.. Now in the Adoption of Sanctified 
Souls intothe Family of God thereare thefe five 
things. 

A change, 1. of Relation. 2. Of Obligati- 
on 3. Of Difpofition. 4. Of Condition. 5. Of 
Duty. 

_ Firft, There’s a change of Relation; they 
were the Children of the Devil, Fob. 8. 44. 
Heirs of Hell, and under the Power of the God 
of this World, Eph.2.2, Who rules inthe Children 
of Difobedience. They were of the kindred of 
Hell, of that Family whofe Head and Ruler is 
Satan. This was their ftate, when Redemption- 
grace found them. Now Adoption alters this 
relation, and being taken out of this Family by 
effectual calling,they are by Adoption entred in- 
to a new Relation, and made the Sons and 
Daughters of God,, Gal. 4.4. Now they can 
all God their Father, Chrift their Husband ; 
the Saints their Brethren , verfe. 5.. Eph. 2. 
19. Ye arecno more Strangers, and Forreigners, 
but Fellow Citinens with the Saints, and of the Houf- 
hold of God. $2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, A change of Obligation; they 
were bound to the Law of Satan, under: the 
Law of Sin, and Slavery of the World, led Cap- 
tive by Satan athis Will, Col. 1. 13. But when 
Adoption-grace comes, it delivers them from 
this Obligation, and they are brought under 
the power of God, and Scepter of his Kingdom, 
©) Aéts 26, 18. Rom. 6. 14, 17,18. Heb. 1. 8, 

Thirdly, achange of Difpofition ; they have 

the Nature and Spirit of Children, Gal. 4, 6. 
Becaufe ye are Sons, God hath fent forth the Spirit 
of bis Son into your Hearts, &c. They were by 
ey Enemies, bur now are Children , they 
have a difpofi tionto love God, to honour. and 
obey him, ’tis their Meat and Drink todo his 
will, Fob.4. 34- Mal. 1.6. To ferve Chrift be- 
fore was burdenfome, but now delightful : 

The Love of Chrift conftrains them: *Tis as 
yatural for them now to obey Chrift, as ever it 
‘vasto rebel againft him ; they are never fatisfi’d 
tut when God is well pleas ‘d. 

Fourthly, A change in their State and*Condi- 
vion, they are brought into a ftate of Glorious 
aD; ‘iviledges, in refpect of, 1. Liberty, 2. Rights 

nd Interefts. 3. Boldnefs. 4.Inftruction. 5.Cor- 
aidbtidn:\ 6 Beavifer 7. Protection, 8. Inhe- 

‘itance: And bythefe the ftate of an Adopted 
“oul appears to bea glorious ftate. 

Firft, They are brought into ‘a ftate of Pree. 
‘om, Fob. 8. 36. If the on fhall make you' free 
: em are you ftee indeed (#Aévbepéon) The word 
“imports that Freedom that is oppofed to Servi- 
‘.de, as it appears alfo by the word, ver. 33. 
4h prt ses Hear ver. Sk The tit a saute 
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them free; And they anfwered him ;. We be A- 
branams feed, and were never in bondage to any 

Man: So that by freedomhere, Chrift intends 

a delivering of them from that bondage they 

were inby reafon of fin and Satan: and he tells 

them that this is that freedom that _com<s by 

him ; all that are the Children of God are free 

Men and Women. I Cor.7.22. 2 Cor. 3.17. Where 
the Spirit of the Lord is there 1s liberty: The A-. 
poftle tells them, ver. 8. That the Miniftration - 
of the Spirit is much more glorious than that of 
the Law, or letter , that is, the Miniftry of the 
Gofpelis far more Excellent. than that of the 
Law, which he proves by feveral arguments : 
And here he tells usthat the Lord is that Spicit, 
thatis, rhe Lord Jefiss is the Author of that Spirit, 
or Spritual Miniftration, under the Goipel, and 
where that Spirit or Adminiftration is, or where 
the Soul is brought into this Gofpel itate, there 
is liberty, Rom. 8. 21. Now this‘liberty char 
all cheCihuldren ofGod are brought into isa two: 
fold Jiberty. 1: Aliberty from Servitude. 2. A 
liberty to fervice. Oras a Reverend writer ex- 
prefleth it: A liberty fromthe Family of Sataiz, 
and liberty inthe Family of God. There are fome 
things which all Adopted Souls havea liberty 
from, and fome things they have a liberty inoz 


to. 
Firft, All thatare Adopted in Chrift are fez 
free from thar flayery they were in under the 
LawSin, Satah,and the World. They are freed 
from Bondage under the Law, from Bondage- 
work, and Bondage-wrath : All thatare under 
the Law of 1#fes,as all are who are out of Chrift, 
33 afc 
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are oblig’d to Bondage-work, to the. work of | 
flaves, notoffree Men. 

Firft, they are boundto do work that is above 
their ftreneth, which they can never perform, 
Rom. 8. 3. The Law was weak through the flefh, 
that is, there was an impotency in fallenMan ever 
to falfil the Law, or attain life by it : The Law 
required perfect, and perpetual Obedience 3 but 
this.could never be performed by finful Man, and 
therefore legal-work, was hard work, work ne- 

ver to be done by fallen Man, and this is bon-. 
( dage-work. 

Secondly ; Legal-work is mercenary work ;Do 
this and live. Gal. 3. 12. The Man that doth them 
fhall live in them: Like a Servant, ifhe doth his 
work he fhall have his wages, if not he mult ex- 
Ree nothing ; and this is hard indeed, that the 


"Thirdly 1, Tis rigorous work, “are 2 sa 
rents of feverity, threathings of death and Hell 
toall the T- ran{greflours: ofit. Cal, 3. 10, Curfed i is 
every one that contynwbeth Nori in-all things written in 
the bockof the Law todo them, 

Fourthly , Tis. fruitlefs, work,, Wonks that 
cannot make the comers thereunto per ect. 
Heb. 9. 9.?Tis Labour in vain. Heb. 10.4. - 

Fifthly, "fis work without Wages, no reward 
at all could ever be received, fromit, Gal. 3.2 15 
23. For had there been a Lawwhich could have g 
ven Life, verily Rightesufne[s had been by the Lew- 
Bat the Scripture bath concluded all under fin. Ke. 
There is no Life, no Crown, no Kingdom at all 
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is the ‘reward ‘iof all fuch labours. 
Sixthily,’ Tis work that will furely end/in death : 

Let men work never. fo hard yet they. muft dye,. 
and be damned at laft for falling, fhort, and this 
is bondage-work sindeed 5 but the Children of 
God are freed from this work, Rom. 7. 6. But 
now we are delivered from the Law, that being dead 
wherein we are held, that we {houldferve in nevnefs 
of Spirit, and not in oldnefs of the letter. 

Again, As they are freed frombondage-work, 
fo are they freed from bondage-wrath:The wrath 
ofGod is upon all the Children of difobedience; 
all Chriftlefs Souls.are Children of wrath, bound 
over to an Inheritance of wrath, Eph.s. 6. Chap. 
2. 3. Becaufe the Law worketh wrath, Rom. 4.. 15. 
It brings all its Servants under wrath, under the 
curfe, and under death. Rom. 6. 23. But from 
this alfo are all the Sons of God freed, Heb. 2.. 
14. And deftroyed him that had the power of death, 
that isthe Devil.And not only fromtheDevil,but 
from the works of the Devil. 1) Fob. .3.8+ Row. 
6. 14+ Chap. 8. 2.Gal. 3.4 3. 3 vaitt bas 

: Again they are free from all yokes.of bondage 
laid’ on their ‘Confciences by»Men: \Gel. 5. -1- 
VCors 7.23. Vearerbought with aprice, be not ye 
the Servants of Aden Do not give wp your Faith 
and Confcience to their Commands, obey not 
them contrary to the Command of Chrift. Gal, 

_ Idoy vr. if I yet pleafed men Ifbould not be 
the Servant of ChriftsThis ‘is the firft part of li. 
berty’ the ‘Childrem of God are ‘brought into, 
even a liberty from Servitude. | °"\) 

’ Secondly, They havea liberty to fervice in 
the Worfhip of God \: Their fervice of God 
2G S 4 is 
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is free and ingenuous Service ; their offerings are 
‘free-will Offerings. Pfa. 119.1108. Accepe the 
free-will offerings of my mouth. Thatis, thoic of- 
ferings or vows which my mouth hath freely of. 
fered. The Children of God are a willing peo- 
ple; Pfa. 110.3. They ferve the Lord freely 
from the heart, Rom. 6.17. They obey from the 
heartthat form of Doétrine deliver’d tothem ; 
They delightin the Law of God after the inners 
Man, Rom. 7. 22. The ftricteft Service of God 
is to them the moft defired liberty, the Com: 
mands of Godare no wayes grievous tothem ; 
that is, to their inner Man, indeed fo far as 
flefh arid Corruption get head, they drag heavi- 
ly to duty, when the fpring of their motions, 
even their child-like love to God is abated, and 
all the Indifpofitions of a child of God flow from 
decaies of love to God, and fome abatement of 
the Adoption-Spirit in him + The Children of 
God are never in their Element,or asthey would 
be, but when their hearts flow out after God, 
and they can run the paths. of his Commande- 
ments, thisthey pray andJabour for, Pfa. 119. 
32. I willrunthe way of thy Commandements wher. 
thou {halt enlarge my beart. Sover. 69. I wall keep 
thy precepts with m whole heart, Their-hearts 
move naturally after God when in their right 
temper: As the Waters run towards the Sea, 
and the Sun runs his race : Their fervice of God 
comes from a new Principle, even from Faith 
that works by Jove, and is directed to new and 
higher ends, than all the fervices of Hypocrites : 
The fenfe of divine love conftrains them to du- 
ty, that thgy cannot but chufe the things that 
ae: . pleafe 
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pleafe God, further thanthey are bound back by 
Corruption, and Temptation , their worksare 
wrought in God from a Principle of life, raif- 
ed and revived by grace; They have no mer- 
cenary aimes in their Duties to attain any car- 
nal felfifh end below God, but their Motives 
are high and heavenly, pure and {piritual, as 
the Loveof God, and carethey haveto pleafe 
him: They fee a beauty in Holine{s, and a plea- 
fantnefs. in the ways of God, and find a futable- 
nefs in their hearts, to love thefe though un- 
der never fo great difcouragements, and difad- 
vantages as to flefh and blood; hence *tis a 
Child of God cannot caft offGod and his. Wor- _ 
fhip, thougtrhe fee nothing of good or comfort 
coming in. by them, nor be perfwaded to con- 
fent to-any thing that is finful, though to fave 
his purfe, perfon, yea lifeit felt: All the chreat- 
nings of Men, or vifible’ dangers in his way, 
can’t bring his heart to comply with ungodli- 
nefs, or {peak or do any thing againft God, 
uis people, or wayes, 2 Cor. 13. 8. We can 
do nothing. againft the truth. None but a Fudas 
cancome with a Band of men and Officers a- 
gainft Chrift to apprehend him, or his people 
for owning him : Adicaiah would {peak nothing 
againft: the truth, though to pleafe a King. 
1 Kings 22.17. Not Facobs Soul enter into the 
fecret of the wicked in their finful enterprife ; 
A fearful. Peter may forfake the profefling of 
Chrift, for atime, but he will not be feen onthe 
fide of thofe that do oppofe him ; no, this is far 
from the true Spirit of Gods Children - We 
read of the Chriftians in the primitive times, 
; that 
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that left their preferments, rather than they 
would be feen againft Chrift people ; and the 
whole Legion chofe rather to lay down their 
lives, than to oppofe their fellow Chriftians : 
Such fhafilings and Compliances are oppofed to 
the Spirit of the true Children of God; they 
canrun after God ina Wildernefs, but cannot 
be drawn againft God by all the World. 
Stcondly, They have new Rights and Inte- 
refts ; Believers being once entred into the Fa- 
mily ofGod by Chrift, are prefently invelted 
with new and Glorious Rights which they never 
had before, nor any befides the Children of God 
have of ‘Can ever have ; which will appear inthefe 
fix things. Sf QMO 
Firtt, They have atright to the {pecial and blef- 
fed ‘prefence of God Bhe Farther, Son, and Spirit. 
Pfia.' 140-1 3. The upright (hall dwell in thy prefence. 
The upright, that is, the faichful, the Children 
of God, thefe fhall dwell in thy prefence, in thy 
fpecial ptefence, for all Men and Devils are 
in the‘ petteral’ prefence of God, ‘but the Saints 
fhall-be in Gods fpecial prefence; ‘and not ftep 
into it only as ftrangers may, but continue for 
ever as Sons. Foh. 8. 35. The fervant abideth not 
in the houfe for ever, but the Son abideth ever, Pfa. 
26.6. * eee 
Secondly. They havea right to.the purchafe 
of ‘Chrift, to all the fruit of his Obedience, and 
fufferings : His blood is theirs, withall the pro- 
curements of it. J/a. 53.5: He was wounded for 
our Tran{grelfions, he was bruifed for our Iniquittes, 
the chiaftilement of our peace was upon bim, and by his 
frripes we are bealed ; whatever Chrift dyedfor 
according 
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according to thé agreement betwixt "the. Father 
and him, is the Right of his Children, — Fob., 


"Thirdly, ‘They have right to the Promifes, 
2 Pet. 1.4. Whereby are given tous exceeding great 
and precious promifes, Whereby, that is, by the 
knowledge of him, as ver. 3. Or through’ -Faith 
in him, thatis, by Jefus Chrift we come to have 
right to the promifes, for all the promifes are in 
hima Yea and Amen, 2Cor .1. 20. Thepromifes, of 
this Life and of that which is tocome, all are 
theirs, 1 Tim. 4.8. ssi sr 
Fourthly, They have Right.to Communion 
with, andto the blefling of the whole Family of 
Chrift: Being entred into Gods Family, | they 
have a Right to fellowfhip. with all’ his people, 
I Cor. 12. 13, For by one Spirit are we-baptifed in- 
to one Body, whether we be ews or Gentiles, Bond 
or Free,and have been all made to drinkinto oneSpirit. 
The great defign of the Apoftle’in this chap. 1s to 
fhew that all Believers. are brought into nearéeft 
Union with Chrift, and each other, even into one 
body ; chishe proves inthis ver. by the end of 
the Ordinances of Baptifm, and the’ Supper,” 
both which do fignifie and {eal up Believers in- 
to the neareft Union and Communion, by reafon 
of which they have. equal right to. one another, 
and the whole body, they have right to Com- 
munion, with Angels and Saints: All the Sons 
and Daughters of God, have right to his Houfe ; 
to his Church, and all the priviledges of it, 
Ifa. $6. 5, Ordinances and Minifters are theirs, 
1 Cor. 3+22,23. Yea, they have right to the 
bleflings of God on all: Pfalm 3. 8. Ti hy 
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blefing ts upon thy People, Epb. 1. 3. 
Fifthly, They have a right to all the good. 
things of this Life, Rev. 21.7. He that overcom- 
eth {hall inherit all things : Even the good things of 
this Life, Pf 37.9. They that wait on the Lord 
fhall inberit the Earth, They are Heirs with 
Chrift, who is Heir of all things, Heb. 1. 2. 
. They have through Chrift a Rightro all the good 
things of this world, fo far as God fees it beft 
for them ; they havetheir tight in the Second 
Adam, whois Lord of all, thisis a New-Cove- 
nant-Right ; not over other mens rights to in- 
vade or break the civil properties of any, but to 
thofe Creatures God givesthem,and tothe good 
ofall things, even wants and enjoyments, and 
have a fanctified ule of them, which none but 

the Children of God have, Tit.1..1§.6 

Sixthly, They have Right to the inheritance of 
Glory, Tit. 3.7.1 Pet. 1. 3,4. Heaven is the 
Country, Home, and Inheritance ofall Saints - 
Their. Title is founded on the Purchafe of 
Chrift, and Adoption of Grace : not upon their 
Merit or Holinefs; and therefore ’tis called on 
the account of Chrift, the purchafed pofleflion, 
Eph. 1. 14. Which is.the earneft of our inberitance, 
until the Redemption of the purchafed Poffeffion. That 
isuntil we are actually redeemed from Corrup- 
tion, and put into the pofleffion of purchafed 
Glory yea their Reverfion in Heaven is fo free- 
ly procured for them, without any of their mo- 
ney or price, duties or obedience, further 
than risthe way to walk into Glory ; that Eter- 
nal Life is faid to be the giftof God, Rom. 6. 2 3. 
' i ~~ * Death 
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Death comes by Man’s merit, but not Life and 
Salvation: - and is not thisa glorious ftate, ‘and 
blefled condition, to be made Heirs, and Co- 
heirs with Chrift? Rom. 8.17. And if Childyen, 
then heirs, and Foynt-heirs with Chriff : partakers 
of the fame Rights with him, Heirs of the 
Righteoufnefs of Faith, Heb. 11.7. So was .A- 
brabam, and foare areall Believers, they have 
aright to Juftification, by believing; and a 
right to the Kingdom of Glory, 7am. 2.§. Heirs 
of the Kingdom: They have as good a Title to 
this by Grace, and through the purchafe of 
Chrift, 4s any man to an Inheritance here on 
Earth, yea, and far morefure of it, for men 
may be turn’d ont of their Rights and Proper- 
ties here ; but Believers cannot be deprived of 
their. Title, and Inheritance through Chrift. 
Seventhly, They have an intereft “in ‘Gods 
love, they are upon his Heart at all times, ob. 
16.27: For the Father bimfelfloveth you: He loves 
with an infinite Love, a Love pafling knowledge, 
and tranfcending the fove of all Creatures, | J/a. 
49. 15. A Mother may forget herChild, but 
God cannot forget his :. He loves at. all times, 
Eternally, and unchangeably : He loves his Chil- 
dren ardently, when they have but little love 
tohim: He loves them notwithftanding their 
unkindnefles and provocations, Pjal.89. 31, 
32) .33+ He loves them when he feemsto be an- 
gry with them, andis forced to correct them, 
Heb. 12. 6. He always thinketh on them for 
good, fer.29. 11. J know the thoughts I thirk_to- 
wards you, faith the Lord, thoughts of Peace, and 
niotof Evil. He is very tender of them, and es 
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the bowels of a Compaflionate Father towards 
them,, Pfal. 103-8,13+ Mal. 3. 19- And I will 
fpare them as a man Jpareth bis Son that ferveth 


hime. “Sk +) A Seay cf Trot 
Eighthly, They havea right to the Spirit of 
Grace, the Spirit is put into their Hearts, 
Gal. 4.6. Not thefpirit of Bondage, but of A- 
doption, Rom. 3.15, 16. They have union with 
the Spirit never to be feperated more,wv. 11. they 
have the Spirit of Grace and Supplication, Zach. 
12.10, To quicken, teach, influence, affift in Duty, 
and make interceflion for them, Rom 8. 26.*O 
whata blefled priviledge.is this to have the Spi- 
rit of the Son, whereby they cango to God.-as 
aFather, and to have the Spirit working in 
them the difpofition, and working for themthe 
actions of Sons. ; - oP hog ) 
Thirdly, They have, holy. and reverential 
boldnefs. to come,-into the prefence of God 
througt his Son,..P/:,26. 6. 1 will. wafh my hands 
in innocency, and fo will I compafs thine Altar, 
Eph. 2. 18. For through him we beth have accefs by 
one Spirit unto, the. Fatber. They cane come to 
God at all times,-.ands behold: his Face-in Righ- 
teoufnels, unlefs their fins do‘ caufe him to 
hide himfelf for atime, Eph. 3-;12-',And. plead 
their canfethrough Chrift with boldnefs, Heb 
10. 19; 20. And they,are, not only free to come, 
but fure to {peed, For. 16.23, 24-4 Foh.5 14515. 
Fourthly, Inftruétion is another Priviledge of 
Sons, They phatt be itaught. of God, Ifa. $4013 
He will teach, inftraét,,and thew, them things 
they know not: He\will lead theim.intovall truths 
job. 16,16. The Spirit fearcheth the deegmrtoge 
Oo 
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of God, and revealeth them to the Saints, 
1 Cor. 2. 20. He wil teach them all things which 
they are able to bear : They fhall have the open- 
ings of Chrifts mind, to fteer their courfe whiles 
in this Wildernefs of, the World, and fhall re- 
ceive the revelation of all truths neceflary to Sal- 
vation. 

Fifthly, They have choice and delicate pro. 
vifions, and rich maintenance , this is the duty 
of Parents to provide for their Obedient.and in- 
digent Children, 1 Tim. 5. 8. But if any man 
provide not for his own Houle he hath denyed the 
Faith: Hecares for his Children, A4at. 6. 31, 
32. 1 Pet.§.7. He that giveshis Son, how can 
he but with him freely give us all things, Roz. 8. 
32- Phil 4. 19. My God fhall fupply all your 
wants: Hethat gives a Kingdom at the Jour- 
neys end, will not deny Bread and Water in the 
way : He will provide for their Bodies and Souls, 
for their Perfons and Families. 

Sixthly, Correction is theirs, Pfal.89, 32. 
Heb. 12. 8. Correction is the Saints Priviledge, 
and great advantage ; they have need oft, 1 Per. 
1-6. Though for a feafon, if need be, you are in 
heavinefs, &c. And they have advantage by it, 
Pfa. 119.71. It is good for me that I have been 
afflicted, Heb. 12.10. But he for our profit. 

Seventhly, Protection is another priviledge 
of Children: He will keep themas the Apple of 


hisEye, Pja. 17. 8.He willhidethemin the fe-, 
cret of his Tabernacle, P/. 31. 20-He will keep 
them Day. and Night, J/4. 27. 3.. He gives bis. 
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Angels. charge concerning them,. Pfa..91. 11, 
12, Heb, 1. 14, / 
- Laftly 
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Laftly, The Kingdom is theirs : O think what 
reft, what joy, what holinefs, what perfection, 
what immutability, and Eternity of Glory is in 
Heayen! and fay, all this is my Eftate by Adop- 
tion ; T fhallone dav be pofleffed of it; here I 
am poor, but there! fhall be rich, here fam em- 
pty and hungry, there I fhall be full: here 1am 
defpifed, ‘here I fhall be honoured ; here [have 
nota houfe > '!ay myhead in, there I fhall have 
a Manfion toall Eternity; here one and another 
fays, comefit at my Foot, there fhall I fit on a 
Throne.and be acrownedKing for ever:Here my. 
Comforts go,and my troubles ftay; worms breed 
in all my enjoyments, but thereisno Raft, nor 
Moth: no Decay, nor Death. © bleffed ftate 
indeed that Believers are Adopted toinChrift 

Fifthly, The laft confiderable thing in Adop- 
tion is, the Duties that flow from fnch a ftate, 
and this is part of their priviledge alfo, as being 
the Fruit of an Adoption-ftate, and that which . 
they are purchas’d as well as oblig’d unto by the 
blood of Chrift ; all the filial duties of Believers 
are the fruits of Adoption-Grace, Gal. 4.6. Be- 
catife ye are Sons, God hath fent forth the Spirit of 
his Son into your Hearts. The Spirit of his Son 
ro make you really fiuch, andto form in you the. 
Nature, and work you to the duty of Sons. _S6 
that Adopted Sonls are not only chofea of God 
tohbeheirs with Chrift, but are alfo begotten 
of God intoteNature and Image of Chrift, Rom. 
8:29, Whombe did foreknow, them he did predefti- 
nate to be conformed to the Image of bis Son> 
thatas Chrift carryed himfelf as aSon, fo. fhould 
the Children of God in their meaflire, jand- go 
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and that by the fame Spirit. Now thele ‘duties, 
which’ Gods Children are’ fpirited and engaged 
to,. are, . ‘ ¢2 + ’ : q ‘AAS py tN F 
_Firft, To love God as their Father, even from 
a fenfe of his. Fatherly love, 1. Fob. 4. 19. We 
love him becaufe he firft loved us. Deut. 6. 5. Thow 
fait love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with 
all thy Soml, and with all thy might : The Lord 
thy God, becanfe he hath plealed to make thee 
his Son,and to place thee in fo near aud high rela- 
tion to himlelf, Pfa.31.23-O love the Lord all ye his 
Saimts : You that are fet apart for him,and Sanctifi- 
ed by him ; O you of all Perfons fram the fenfe of 
this relation fhould love him. This is a filial duty, 
and fo eflential to Sons, asthat tis, put for the 
ground of ali their Obedience.7eh.14.13./f. aman 
love me, he willkcep my word, and my Father will love 
bimthat is,manife/t his love to himas a Father. This 
is not.a forced but anatural love to Ged arifing 
from. that new Nature and Spirit of Adoption 
in them ; fo that a Child of God may as well ceafe, 
to bea Child, as ceafe to have a difpofition to 
love him : Indeed a gracious Son! may not al- 
wayes actually love God, but he hath adifpo- 
fition to love him, and can appeal to God that 
he knows he would love him, and there is no- 
thing in all the World he can value like him. 
Secondly, To obey him, 1 Pet. 1. 14. Asa. 
bedtent Children, not fafhianing yaur felues accor 
ding to former Lufts.” Vis a geeat duty of Chil, 
cn to obey their Parents in all things lawful; 
ahd fo they that are Gods Childrea are much 
more oblip’d.to abeyGod, whofe relation much 
more binds them, ibeing Be far ‘above al] other 
bev og re 
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relations, whofe love conftrains them, 2 Cor? 
§- 14. whofe Laws invite them, they being holy, 
jaft, and good, Rom. 7. 12. Whofe rewards 
alfo encourageth them, there isa reward im keep- 
ing them, Pfa.19. 11. and a reward upon thofe 
that keep them, Rev. 2. 10. Now this Child-like 
obedience differs from all other obedience; in 
that, 41.°Tis the fruit of faith, Fob. 8. 47. - 
He that is of God heareth Gods word, that is{o- 
beyeth Gods word; but whatan Obedience is 
this, fee the former ver. It is an Obedience 
from faith, ver. 46. If I fay the truth why do ye hot 
believe me? 2.’ Tisthelabour of love, 1 Thef- 
1. 3. Remembring without ceafing your work of 
Faith and labour of love. 3. *Lis delightful 
Obedience, Rom. 7. 22. I delight in the Law of 
God after the inner Man. 
Thirdly, A fear of offending him, Hof. 3. 5. 
And fhall fear the Lord and his goodnefs in the 
latter daies. This is a filial fear arifing from their 
relation to God as their Father, 1 Pet. 1. 17. 
And if you call on the Father, &c. pafs the time 
of yoyr fojourning here in fear. V hisis a fear fpring- 
ing from and confifting with love ; there 
. isa fear thatlove cafteth out, 1 Fob. 4. 18. 
perfect love cafteth out fear, that is flavifh fear : 
’Tis fuch a fear askeepsthe Soulclofe toGod, 
and not drive him from him, fer. 34.40. O how 
fearful is fuch aSoul of offending God, Fob 34. 
31. Hewill doall he can to prevent fin, P/z. 
11g. 11. Thy word have I hidin my heart that 
I may not fin againft thee. 
_ Fourthly, A zeal for Gods glory, Pfa. 69. 
9. The xeal of thine honfe hath eaten aid * 
at 
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Thatis, the zeal whichI have for thy houfe or 
forthy pure Worthip, againft them that would 
corrupt,it, hath like fire confumed me. Zeal is 
the burning fire of love which will not bear any 
thing that difhonours God : So Phinehas could 
not endure to fee God difhonoured by the whare- 
domes of his People, but in his zeal executes the 
Law upon one of the higheft offenders, Numb. 
25. 11. The want of the zeal made Laodicea in 
danger of being {pued out of Gods mouth, Rev. 
3. 16. and therefore God calls her to Repen- 
tance, and to this zealous Spiritin his Worthip, 
vers 19. Be zealous and Repent. This zeal was 
that Child-like temper that God commended in 
Epbefus, Rev. 2.2. Thou canft not bearthem 
thatare evil - A zealous Soul cannot fuffer any 
reproach on Gods Name, Pfa. 69. 20. Repreach 
hath broken my heart. This Child-like zeal in 
Crafus dumb Son open’d his mouth when his Fa- 
ther was in dangerto be flain. 

Fifthly, A fiducial dependence'on his care and 
faithfulnefs, Pfs. 23. 1. The Lord is my fhepheard, 
Tfhall not want : Rom. 8. 32. . 1 Pet. 5.7. Caf- 
ing all your care upon him, for he careth for you: This 
was the Child-like confidence of fob in his God, 
Fob 13. 15. Though he flay me yet will I truft 
inhim : This dependence on the Fathers care 
quieted Mufculus,when he was forc’d to.labour in 
the Town Ditch for his Maintenance. 

Eff deusin Calis qui providus omnia curat, 

Credentes nunquam deferniffe poteft. 
Mat. 6. 32. Your Heavenly. Father knows you have 
need of all thefe things. ‘ 

Sixthly, Humble hey apa to him; Heb, 12. 
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9 Shall we not much rather be in {ubjettion to the Fa- 
ther of Spirits and live, imrannoipueles The word 
notes an orderly fubjection, according to that or- 
der and place in which God hath ¢ta Man, that 
fubjeCtion that is in anInferiour to a Superiour : 
The fame word isufed of Chrift, Luke 2. 51. 
And he went down with them to Nazaseth, and was 
Subjett tothem, thatis, fubmitted himfelfto that 
place-duty he owed to them as his Parents. 
Seventhly, A carefulnefs to pleafe him, J/s. 
§6. 4. That chufe the things that pleafe me, to 
them will I give within my houfe, a place and a 
Name better than of Sons and Daughters. That 


~ is, fuch will I own for my Family, my Sons 


and Daughters, that chufe the things that pleafe 
me. So did the Lord Jefus evidence his filial 
duty to his Father, oh. 8. 29. I do alway the 
things that pleafe him, 1 Joh. 3. 22. 

* Eighthly, An endeavour in all things imitable 
torefemble him, 1 Pet. 1. 15. Ashe that called 
youis holy fo be ye holy in all manner of Conver{ation. 
Luke 6. 36. Beye merciful as your Father in Hea- 
venis merciful. Mat. 5. 48. Be ye perfect as your 
Father in Heaven is perfect , thatis, Inthe grace 
ofloveto Enemies. Eph. 5. 1. Be ye followers of 
of God as dear Children. 

Ninthly, A labouring to walk worthy of fo 
high relation, and nearnefs unto God. 1 Thef. 
2. 12. That you walk would worthy of God who hath 
called you to his Kingdom and Glory : ‘Worthy of fo 
high a Calling, like the Children of a King; like 
Gideons Brethren, who all refembled the Child- 
ren of a King ; \Fudges 8.18. Your duty is to 
live above the Children of this World,” ane 
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only are wife intheir generation, Luke 16. 8. 
But be ye wife in the things of Ged, evidence 
your higheft wifdomto bein keeping the Law 
of the Lord, Deur. 4. 6. Live like themthat are 
Adopted Heirs of a Kingdom, even the Heaven- 
ly Kingdom, thatfadegh not away: O live a. 
bove the {nares and fears of this world. 

Laftly, A maintaininga real Love to your 
Brethren, andan endeavour to live peaceably 
withthem, 1 Per. 3.8. Love as Brethren, be pi- 
tiful, be courteous, &c. 1 Joh. 5.1. Every one al- 
fo that loves him that begetteth loveth him alfo that is 
begotten, 1Joh. 3.11. Gen. 13.8. Let there be « 
noftrife, I pray thee, between me and thee, between 
my Herd{men, and thy Herd{men, for we be Bre- 
thren, Chap. 45.24. See that yon fall not out by the 
way, 2Cor. 13. 11. 

US E. 


Thus you fee what a glorious Treafure A- 
doption-grace is; ‘view over this Inventory 
(Believer) and tell me what thou thinkeft of it: 
Isitnota Treafure indeed, which all the Gold 
of Ophir cannot equallize ? Nor all the glory of 
the World worthy tobe compared with? And 
fee allthis procured by the Sweat and Blood, 
the Obedience and Death of the Son of God; 
and then fay, whether Chrift be not precious in- 
deed: Look uponthe Children of this World 
in all their Glory; view their priviledges in their 
utmoft latitude and extent, and anfwer me 
whether a Believer inrags doth not far furpafs 
them, Chrift {peaks of Solomen, that he in all 
his Glory, ‘wasnotto be comparedto one Lilly 
a Eez in 


a? : , 


278 The Beft Treafure, Or, 


in the Field. SooneSaint, and Child of God 
infinitely excels the Great men of this World, 
in all their Grandure, and Advancemeuts. O 
then admirethe Lord Jefus on this account alfo, 
for procuring Adoption-grace. 

1, Queft. But how may know whether Ihave ob- 

tained this Adoption-grace ?. 

Anfw. This is a point worth the engviring 
into, and fatisfactionin fo fundamental a point 
is very neceflary: But ’tis the Office of Gods 
Spirit to feal usup to the day of Redemption, 
and bear witnefs with our Spirits that we are the 
Children of God, Rom. 8. 16, Men may lay down 
marks, but tis God muft determine the Quetft. 
yet notwithftanding for thy refolution, (Belie- 
ver ) confider, 

Firft, Such are partakers of the Divine Na- 
ture, and arereally Sons, as well as Relatively, 
z Pet.1.4. They have the Image of God inftampt 
upon their Souls : They have the feed of Holi- 
nefs, Faith, Love, Hope, Patience,and Humility in 
them, 1 Fob. 3.9. Rom. 8.29. And they have 
received of his fulnefs,Grace forGrace,Job.1.16. 

Secondly, Such prize nothing in all the 
world like toRelation toGod, P/-7 3.25. 1}0b.3.1, 
Behold what manner of Love the Father hath beftow- 
ed on us, that we fhould be called the Sons of God. 

Thirdly, Chriftis exceeding precious to fuch 
in whom they are chofen, and by whom this 
Grace comes, 1 Pet. 2. 7. To youthat believe he is 
precious. Nonein Heaven or Earththat they va- 
fue like to Chrift, they account all things but 
drofs and dung, in comparifon of Chrifts excel- 
kency, Phil. 3.8. : ei 

; Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Such will employ their greateft care 
toimitate God, Eph. 5.1. 1 fob. 3. 22. 

Fifthly, fuch have a Spirit of prayer and 
fupplication, Rom. 8.15, 16. Gal. 4.6. Becanfe 
ye are Sons, God hath fent forth the Spirit of his 
Son into your hearts, crying Abba Father: Not 
Parts, not Light, not the gifts of Prayer only, 
but fucha Soulhath the Spirit of Prayer, very 
{trong ftrains of Faithand Love run through 
all his Duties: He hath a Spirit of boldnefs 
whereby he comes to God astoa Father. O how 
earneft and unwearied are his breathings after 
God; what wreitlings with God in fecret hath 
he, what pourings out of ftrong cries to him as 
Chrift did in the days of his Flefh, Heb.5.7. O 
the ftruglings ! Othe wreftlings! O the ardent 
breathings of fuch forthe pardon of their fins, 
for the mortifying of their lufts,and for the revi- 
ving of their graces : Now where theSpirit of A- 
doptionis, there is the ftate. 

Sixthly, Suchare enabled to bear, and profit 
by affliction, Heb. 12. 7. If you endure chaftening 
God dealeth with you as with Sons. 

Laftly, Such have endeared affections to the 
people of God, 1 Joh, 3.14. We know we have 
palfed from Death to Life, becanfe we love the 
Brethren. 

2. Queft. What mult we do to obtain this Adop- 

tion-grace. | 

Anfiw. This is an act of Sovereign pleafure,and 
Free-grace, Rom.9.15, 16, 18. It cannot be 
purchafed by any thing in, or done by the Crea- 
ture. You cannot with Simon Adagus buy this 
Relation, 4é. 8. 18, 19, yet there are fome ways 
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ip which Adoption-grace may be obtained ; as, 
Firft, Get your Souls feparated from fi il, 

2 Cor. 6. 17- 
ey Get juftifying Faith, Eph. 2.13, 


thea Beg the Spirit of Adoption, Gal. 


* Fatty, Open the door of thy heart to the 
Spirit, Pfa. 24.7. Rev 3. 20. 


CHAP. XX. 


The Confirmation of the new Covenant is 
“the Fruit of Chrift’s purchafe, provid by 
fever al Arguments. 


A Nother glorious Fruit of Chrifts blood, and 
purchafed Treafure for faved Souls,is, the 
eftablifhment of the new Covenant, to Beljevers, 
and Believers inthe Covenant. This isthe cer-. 
tain effect of Chrift’s death, the making fure 
the Covenant to all his feed: That there is no 
inore poflibility of making it void to the Heirs of 
promife. Thisis the great thing undertaken 
in the new Covenant, that it fhall be fure to all 
the feeds Rom. 4. 16. 

“There are Eight things which fecure this to 
Believers. ° 

‘Firft, This new Covenant muft needs be fitin 
and unalterable, becaufe the reafon why God 
ganas Sault with the old Covenant, was, becaufe 

it 
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it was weak, and could not fecure tho" that 
were within ir, Heb.8. 8, 9. Which Covenant 

they brake ; though Iwas an Husband to them, [aith 
the Lord, Jer. 31. 32+ Now ifthis were the rea- 
fon why God did alter thefirft Covenant; then 
the new Covenatit he makes in the room of it, 
mult needs be free from this Imperfection and 
mutability, or elfe it would abundantly reflect 
on the infinite wifdom of God to make a new 
Covenant guilty of the fame errour. 

Secondly, This was Gods defiga in making 
anew Covenant, that it might be ordered in- all © 
things, and fure, 2Sam. 23.5. That icmighhye 
firm,arid eftablifhed upon better promifes, Heb. 

8.6. Why arethey called better promifes? Are 
there better promifes than the promifes of Hea~ 
ven and Glory ? They are called better, becaufe 
more pure and abfolute promifes, and becaufe 
it was Godsidefign tomake them fure,Rom.4. 16. 

Thirdly, itis confirmed by the blood of 
‘Chrift, and therefore the blood of Chrift is call- 
ed the blood ofthe Covenant, A@at.26 28 This 
is my blood of the new Teftament : ? Vis the blood of 
thenew Yeftament, inthatirfealsto the fulfil- 
ling of thisCovenant. The death of the Tetta- 
tour makes theTeftament to be in full force, Heb. 
9.17-That now allthe Promifes and Legacies are 
certain, ‘and cannot be difappointed to the Lega- 
tees and Heirs of Salvation. Again, this blood 
of Chrift is the blood of the Covenant, and con- 
firms it, in’that it makes good all the conditions 
of it, tharwhatever is required to make this Co- 
venant good,’ is’ undertaken by Chrift, inthe 
behalf of all. his feed, and therefore he is called 
be | the 
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the furety of thenew Covenant, Heb. 7.22. By 
death he hath fulfill’d the Condition of the firft, 
and undertaken for the fulfilling of this new Co. 
venant, inand by Believers: Yea, his obedi- 
enceis for them, to prefent them compleat to 
the Father, notwithftanding all their fail- 


ings. 
Fourthly, Thisnew Govenant is fure to Be- 
lievers, becaufe the Adminiftation of itisinthe 
hands of Chrift, Heb. 8.6. But now he hath ob- 
tain'd amore excellent Miniftery, by how much he is 
the Mediarour of abetter Covenant. The whole 
tiift about theAdminiftration of new-Covenant- 
bleflings,is devolved on Jefus Chrift , and there- 
fore he is called the Mediator, and Minifter of 
the Covenant: So that the Covenant muft needs 
be fure, feeing the difpofe thereof is by com- 
pact betwixtthe Father and Chnift, deliver’d 
into his hand upon the account of his death : 
Now he that isthe Believers Friend, Head, and 
Husband, hath all power inHeayen and Earth, 
to make good the Covanent to them, A4Z2t. 28. 
18. Sothat the promifes of the Covenant can- 
not be forfeited by Believers, being made over 
to Chriftas toa Truftee for them, andtheir Co- 
venant {tate alfo being fo furely confirm’d, that 
they cannot fall fromit. ; 
Fifthly, Chrift’s fufficiency to fee new-Cove- 
nant-promifes made good, andnew-Covenant-— 
ends accomplifhed to them,is fecurity enough for 
their fafety. Heis analfafficient Saviour, able 
to fave to the utmoft, all that come to God by 
him, Heb. 7.25. He is able to fee Gods part 
fulfilled, having all the promifesin his hand, pd 
3 a 
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all the things promifed at his difpofe; and he is. 
able to fee the Believers part fulfilled alfo, for 
he hath all thatin him which isneedful for the 
making of theCondition good on their part:For, 

Firit, He hath all Wifdominhim, to make 
them wife to Salvation, Col. 2.3. He is made of 
God to his people Wifdom, 1 Cor. 1. 30. Appoint- 
ed of God to receive Wifdom for them, what- 
ever they need to guide them in the way, and fit 
them for Salvation: Knowledge is neceflary to 
Eternal Life, Job.17.3. The Image of God 
confifts partly init, Col. 3.11. Without it the 
heart isnot good, Prov.-19.2. No Faith with- 
out Knowledge, 2 Cor. 4. 4. No Obedience 
without Knowledge, Pfz. 18. 44. Thisis need- 
ful to difcern the wiles of Satan, 2Cor. 2. 11. 
The finfulnefs of fin,Rom.7.13. The precioufnefs 
of Chrift, 1 Pet. 2. 7. The beauty of holinefs, Pf gs Bis 
110. 3. The love ofChrift,that paffeth knowledge, ete . 
Eph. 3.19.The hope of your calling,and the things Ww 
freely given of God, 1 Cor. 2.12. And for this 
endall Wifdom is laid up in Chrift to be given 
ott to his people by his Spirit through his word at 
hence’tis faid, that Believers have an Unétion 
from the holy one, to teach them all things, 
1 Fob. 2.20, 27. And the promife of the Spirit is 
madeto them, to lead them into’‘all truth, fob. 
16.13. So that whatever is needful for Saints to 
fit them for Covenant-Diuties and Mercies, all 
this isin Chrift for them, and fo he is able to 
make the Covenant good tothem. 

Secondly, He hath all Grace in him that tends 
to the fulfilling of this Covenant in Believers and 
forthem: He-hath received the Spirit without 

mea- 
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meafute ; Fob. 3. 34. And whyis this? Butthat _ 
from his fullnefs Believers may receive Grace 
for Grace, fob. 1. 16. He is the fullnefs that fill- 
eth altin all, Eph. 1.23. And therefore hath pro- 
mifed Grace fufficient to his people in all their 
temptations, 2 Cor. 12.9. 1Cor. 10,13. under 
all their burdens, Pfa. 55.22. For all duties and 
undertakings, Phil. 2.12, 13. Chap.4.13. J 
can do all things through Chrift that [tréengtheneth 


me. 

Thirdly, He hath all powerin Heaven, and 
Earth put into his hand, A4arh. 28. 18. Power to 
bruife Satan under his peoples feet, Rom. 16. 20. 
To fubdue Corruptions in them, Adc. 7. 19: To 
vanquilh all their Enemies for them, Poh. 16. 33. 
Rev. 12,11. To heal all their backflidings, Hof. - 
14.4. Toworkall their works in them, and for 
them, J/a. 26. 12. To give them Faith; and to fi- 
nifhit, Heb. 12,2. To keep them faithfultto the 
death, 2 Thef. 2.3. And to fecure the promifed 
Fruit of all for them, Rev. 22.12. and therefore 
fufficiently able tomake good Covenant-Promi- 
ies to.them, and to fulfill Covenant-duties in 
them. "3 

Sixthly,Chrifts engagement to,and forhis peo- 
ple,and his intereft inthem,is another ground for 
the fulfilling of theCovenant,Chriff hath promifed 
theFatherthat he willbringthem all toGlory,and 
hath undertaken all their work for them,Heb. 10. 
7+ And he hath promifed to them to make good 
his Covenant when he perfwaded theirhearts to 
him. Heb.8.9,t013-J/a-s5-11-Again his own inte~ 
reft in them is fecurity enough : “All the fruit of: 
his death and purchafe lies in the fulfilling 9 the 

ove- 
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Covenant ; if that be broken, he lofeth. all his 
hopes, and Obedience, he hath dyed in vain, 
his blood and Interceflion are to no purpofe, for 
herein lies all the travel of his Soul, //2.5 3.10, 11. 
In thisis the enjoyment ofallhis delights, if this 
Coyenant be not fure then no Soul can be faved, 
and Chrift thouldlofe thofe delights he had in 
the habitable parts of the Earth before the 
World was made. Pro, 8. 31. Saved Souls are 
-Chriits Crown and Glory, and how mangled and 
defective would ChriftsCrawn be,fhould any one 
Perifh whoare interefted in this Covenant ? Up- 
on this depends-all Chrifts Mediatory Glory, 
Fob. 17. 4; §. And fhould there bea failure 
here, he would lofe his expected Glory as Me- 
diatour. So that you fee the fruit of his Pur- 
chafe, the delight of his Soul, and his Eternal 
Glory with the Father, are all wraptup in the 
accomplifhment of this Covenant. + 
Seventhly, The Immutability of God$ Coun- 
fel, and the certainty of his engagement, confir- 
med by an Oath, renders the new Coyenant 
fure, Heb. 6. 17, 18. Wherein God willing more 
abundantly to fhew to the heirs of promife the im- 
mutability of his Counfel confirm’d it by an Oath: 
Thefe are two immutable things,Gods purpofe, 
andhis engagment, and becaufe thefe could ad- 
mit of no variation, therefore the things Promi- 
fed muft be fulfill’d indie time. Heaven andEarth 
fhall pafs away, but the Counfel of God that 
muft ftand : Tis laid upon InfiniteWifdom, and 
all things in order to the fullfiling of it, are made 
fo fure, that it cannot poflibly be fruftrated : He 
wants notfufiicient Power and faithfuloefs to 
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reach his own defigns, and therefore what he 
hath determined muft come to pais, and upon 
this purpofe of God is laid his promife : He 
having firft refolved upon it, is engaged to it. 
Laftly, Another reafon to prove the certainty 
of the new Covenant is taken from the nature of 
the promifes,they are abfolute; tis true there are 
fome conditional promifes as the effects of the 
other, but the fundamental promifes, and thofe 
which compleat the Covenant of grace are alto- 
gether abfolute ; ’tis true alfo, faith is a necef- 
fary qualification to intereft aPerfonin thefe 
promifes, but when the Soul comes to havea 
propriety in them, the tenure of them then is 
abfolute, Fer. 31. 33, 34. Heb. 8. 9. He will 
put his Spirit within them, and will caufe them 
y to walk in his Statutes, Ezek. 36.25, to 28. J 
J» will be aGod to them, and theyfhall be my People, 
Jer. 32. 40. And Iwill make an Everlafting Co- 
venant with them, that I will not turn away from 
them todo them good : But I will put my fear in 
their hearts, that they {hall not depare from me :In 
which you fee the condition is undertaken and - 
fecured, as wellasthe promife and things pro- 
‘" mifed; had it indeed depended upon conditio- 
, nal promifes alone, which doubting Souls have 
- molt in theireye, then the failure ofthe condi- 
tion would have forfeited the promifes, and 
f then they had been null’d : But you fee the pro- 
mifes of the new Covenant are abfolute, and 
therefore fure to all the feed, even to every 
one that believeth in Jefus Chrift : Thefe ate 
', the grounds of hopes the believers liave, that 
the Covenant,and every tittle of it,fhall bemiade 
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pood to them 5 but that which doth meritori. 
oufly confirm it,is the blood of Chrift : His death 
and fuffering, on which account it may be lookt 
on as the fealing and confirming of it, and fo 
believers may fee to whom they are: behol- 
ding and oblig’d for all their new-Covenant 
tability. 
‘OSE. 

From this grand and glorious truth : The’ 
fulfilling and affurance of the new Covenant, 
lows, 1. Wonderful Comfort to all true Bee 
lievers. 2. Great Obligations on them to thank- 
fulnefs and Obedience. ant 

Firft, This yeilds abundant Confolation to 
Believers, ona double account. 

1. From the certainty. 
2. From the Excellency of this Covenant. 

Firft, From the certainty of this Covenant 
lows thefe ftreams of comfort. Firft, In that 
ull occafions of fealoufie about the love ofGed are 
cut off; for if the Covenant be fure,then Gobs Jove 
8 fure,and fecured from all mutability, and cefla- 
ion, this being one great thing contained jn it. 
fer. 31. 3. Ihave loved thee with an Everlafting 
love, Gods love to his People is Eternal, there- 
fore fure : He doth reft in his love to them, Zeph. 
3+ 17. The word is ( Pacharifh) he will be filent 
in his love. Burer rendérs it Silebit cum diletha 
‘4a: He fhall be filent in his Beloved 3 that is 
‘faith he) He fhall ceafé from contending with 
ner; being wholly delighted’in her. But Monta. 
mus Tenders itin the abftract, he fhall be filent 
by reafon of his love. Prdprer dilectionem Siam. 
But Cocceses and other Hiterpreters, rendér the 

letter 
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letter (Beth) In: He {hall be filent in hts love, or 
reftinhis love, alluding tothe wonderful excefs 


ofaffeGtionin a Perfon, thatthrough exceeding 


amoroufnefs cannot fpeak or exprefs it for a 
time : Cocceius takes it for the pardoning of 
their fin, and ceafing from thofe former flroaks 
of his difpleafure : And this I fuppofe may be 
chiefly intended here; to wit, The greatnefs of. 
his love noted by filence, and exuberant Joy, 
with aremove ofall tokens of his anger, and this 
to be fixt and perpetual; fo the Apoftle aflures, 
Believers, that the love of Gad in Chrift is irre- 
moveable, Rom. 8. 35. All the World cannot 
withdraw Chrifts heart from his People, where 
he once loves he loves tothe end, 7b-.13. 1. 
This a believer may be aflured of in the New Co- 
venant; that Gods love changeth nat, his heart 
js {till cowardshis people, however his dealings 
may bewith them... , 
Secondly, Then, all the grounds of tormen- 
ting feararenow removed. Ifthe Covenant of 
grace be confirmed to believers, then there's no 
Twit ground for them. to.entertain flavifh fear, 
Rom. 8. 15. For ye have not received the Spirit cf 
Bondage again to fear. There’s nocaufe for fach 
to fear, 1. That God is their Enemy, being 
once reconciled to themin his Son, ,he can hate 
them no more. 2. Their fins fhall neyer Con. 
demn them, Rom. 8.3. 3. God. will never 
totally leavethem, Heb. 13..5+ 4+ They fhall not. 
wholly fall from God. Fer. 32.«40, §, They 
have no caufeto fear the wrath to come, Rom. 
5. 9. Much more being juftified by his blood we 
foall be faved from wrath through him. Thus you fe i 
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-allthe grounds of tormenting fears: are gone: | 
?Tiscrue a Cautelous fear and circum{pection | 
may be maintained, but the workings of a Bon- . 
dage-Spirit are removed. 

Thirdly, Then dejecting Conclufions from 
felf-impotency to fulfil thisCovenant,and all feem- 
ing difficulties inthe way are wholly Infigni- 
ficant , ifthis Covenant be confirmed by Chrift 
to and for Believers, then no infufficiency in 

themto make good thefe Covenant-Duties can 
render itvoid. Becanfe, __ 

Firft, the Certainty ofthis Covenant depends 
not onthe Creatures ability,but on Gods Faith- 
fulnefs ; tis true, if this new Covenant (as the 
firft) did wholly depend upon the integrity and 
Faithfulnefs of the Soul in Covenant; thenin- — 
deed the enjoyment of thofe mercies and pro- 
mifes comprehended in it would be very dus 
biouss but’tis not fo, for God himfelf hath un= 
dertaken the accomplifhment of it, i Cor. 1, 
3, 9- Who fhall alfo confirm you to the end, that ye 
may be blamelefsin the day of our Lord Fefus Chrifts 
God is fou by whom ye are called to the fellowfhip 
of his Son Chrift Fefus our Lord. So 1 Thef. §. 
23) 24. So that the Saints Confirmation in ho- 
linefs, and prefervation to glory depends on the 
faithfulnefs of God in Chrift, who having per- 
{waded their hearts to embrace his call, will. 
finifh Salvation-work in, and for them. 

Secondly, Strength fufficient to finifh their 
work, and to obtain Salvation is enfured co them. 

2 Cor, 12. 9. My grace is fufficient for thee, my 

fleength is made perfect in weaknefs. Grace in thee 

may fail, but grace in God cannot : Chrift 
; i | hath 
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hath a ftock fufficient for thee, to carry thee. 
through Temptations, and to lift thee above 
thy Corruptions. So Ezek. 36. 27. I will put 
my Spirit within you, and canfe you to walk in my 
flatutes. The Spitit isa Fountain that will fill 
up your empty veflels, fupply all your wants, 
and engage your hearts to keep the way of his 
Commandements. Ae gst 
Fourthly, Then none of the well-grounded 
hopes of believers {hall be loft, Pfal. 119: 40. 


Remember thy word unto thy Servant upon which - 


thou haft caufed me to hope. God will never for- 


get to fulfil thofe promifes which he caufeth ” 


us to confide in, for he is faithful who hath 
“promifed, Heb. 10. 23. Rom. §: 6. And hope 
maketh not afbamed. Thatis, by reafon ofa difap- 
pointment, fhame ufually ‘arifeth from fome 
fruftrations ofexpectation, but this cannot be- 
fall well-grounded hopes, becanfe they have 
-. their dependence upon the firm word of God 
which cannot be difappointed. 4 

 Fifthly, Then your labour fhall not be in vain 


inthe Lord, ifthe Covenant be confirmed, then’ 


you caonot runin vain, or lofe any part’of 
that work you do for God, 1 ‘Gor. 15. 58: 
Gal. 6. 7, 8. What aman foweth that {hall be reap. 


He that foweth tothe Spirit fhallreap life Ever- . 


lafting : O Souls, all your fincere duties will 
appear again, and bring their reward with them: 
All your pains in ferving Gad, hardfhips in, 
following him, dangers in owning him, and in- 
duftrious labours to pleafe him, fhall be fully 
and certainly recompenc’d with a far more an 
exceeding Mafly Crown of Glory. 4 
Sixthly, 
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 Sixthly, Then all your warrantable defires 
fhall be fatisfied indue time: For this is part of 
the Covenant-promife,. Pfa. 37/°4. Delight thy 
felf alfo im the Lord, and he fhall give thee the 
defires of thy heart, Pfalm1gye 16, 19. All 
the breathings of your Souls after God; and 
-unfeigned longings for more fpotlefs halinefs; 
more perfect victory over fin, for humble fub- 
miflion to divine pleafure, more fincerity of 
heart, and raifed capacities for fervice, half 
certainly be fatisfied firft or laft. | He ai 

Seventhly; Ifthe Covenant of grace be fure, 
then nothing can make the believers {tate mifera- 
ble, indeed he may feam tobe in a bad condition; 
when under the power of temptation andcor- 
ruption, and prefled grievoully with fevere and 
bitter Providences, and ftroaks of feeming ven- 
peance, but yer his ftate is goad ;who could 
have paft a favourable interpretation ontheaf- — 
flictions of Fob, when ona dunghil,. and on the 
tryals of David when purfued by Abfalom ? yet we 
find there was bony in thefe Rods, and Dawid 
could notwithftandiag lye down and fleepin 
peace, Pfa. 3.5, So Fofabin anevil day, when 
wars and frowning providences did furround 
him all about, yer dyed in peace, 2 Kings 
22.20. bak i craps OF $6598 
. Laftly,’Phen a gracious Soul is a bleffed Soul, 
both here and ‘toll Eternity, becaufe this Co- 
venant takes’ care for the ‘good things of this 

ife, and that Which is tocome: 1 Tim 4.8, 
Godline{s ath the promife of this life and that which 
4s 10 come > Hence the Scripture doth fo often 
profounce the ge Man to be a bletled aes 
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Pfa.1t9.1. Blefled are the undefiled in the way, 
Pfa. 112.2. Pfa.i41.2. Thus we have now briefly 
toucht on fome grounds of Comfort that Believ- 
ers may derive from the certainty of this new 
Covenant; we nowcome toconfider, 

Secondly, The excellency of this Covenant 
which the blood of Chrift fo confirms to Believ- 
ers; this new Covenant isa choiceand precious 
Covenant; what David faid of Goliak’s Sword 
may beaffirmed of this, That there is none like it, 
1 Sam. 21. 9. This would abundantly apear,could © 
I with confiftency to my defign here, runout at 
large inthe demonftration of this great truth 5 
but to touch a little on fome evidences of its ex- 
cellency under thefe two general confiderations. 

1. The things that are promifed in this Cove- 

. nant. 

2. The way appointed of God to attain them. 

Firft, The things ftipulated in thisCovenant, 
are, 

Firft, Great and glorious things, the pro- 
ducts of infinite Grace,and difcoveries of uncon- 
ceivable greatnefs, fuch Promifes as were ne- 
ver offered in any other Covenant: In this Co- 
venant God makes over himfelf to Believers to 
be their God, their Sun and Shield, their exceed- 
ing greatreward, all thatheis, and all that he 
hath tobe theirs, fofar asthey are. capable to 

‘receive: J will be tothema God: that’s inthe 
Covenant: He whom the Heaven of Heavens 
cannot contain; whom the Angels cannot de- 
fine, far abovethe fearches of the moft refined 
Spirits, far beyond the knowledge of thofe that 
always dwell in his fight ;this invifible ren 
Ce) 
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God in this Covenant makes himfelf over to Be- 
-lievers: He willbe theirs for ever, Heb. 8. 10. 
A God in the neareft Relations that Creatures 
are capable to approach to him in: Hewill be 
aFather, Husband, Head tothem, and toeve- 
ry oneofthemin the Lord Jefus Chrift: To 
love and delightin them; to feed and cherifh 
thems to careand provide for them ; to dwell 
and abide with them ; to impart, and Commu- 
nicate of all his fullnefs and fweetnefs to them, fo 
far as it futes with the meafure of Chrift, and 
their beft good: {s not this a great thing indeed, 
that God fhould make over himfelf to the Be. 
liever? O glorious Covenant:! 

Again, Another great and glorious thing en. 
‘gaged in this Covenant is, That Believers fhall be 
to him a people, a peculiar people; his own 
people, his Jewel, his Treafure, A441. 3.17. 
They fhall be the Apple of his Eye; the de- 
light of his Soul, aSeal upon his Heart: 4 peo- 
plenear to God, Pfu. 148.14. Nearer to him than 
allthe world befides, nearer than, the Angels, 
that never finned : What a wonderful thing is 
this! They fhall be dandled on'his knee: Lye 
in his Bofom; fit at his Tabie here; and fit 
downon Thrones in his Kingdom to all Eterni- 
ty: O what a wonderful Covenant is this! 
This fhould fill the Believers heart brim full of 
Joy and Confolation. 

Again, He hath promifed in this Covenant, 
that he will write his Law in their Hearts, and 
put his truth in their inward parts, Jer. 31. 33. 
‘They fhall be his Epiftle known and read of all 
men) 2 Cor. 3+ 2, 3- He will lead them into all 
. a2 U3 truth 
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truth, ¥ob. 16.13. He willfhew them his*Ca- 
venant, P/a. 25: 14. He will be merciful to their 
untighteoulhelles, and remember their fins no , 
more, Heb. 8. 42. He will put his Spirit within 
them, and caufe them to walk in his ways, Ezek. 
36. 27. He will give them Grace-and Glory, 
andno good thing will he withold from them, 
- Pfa. 84, 11. He will admit them into his fpecial 
’ prefenceatall times, through the blood of ‘his 
Son, Heb. 10. 19, 20, He will give them the 
Spirit of Adoption to cry Abba Father, Rom. 3. 
15: “They fhallvbe Kings and. Priefts to God, 
cloathed with beauttful ‘Garments; a right noble. 
feed all glorious within, and «dyanc’d into 
intimate familiarity wityGod in Chrift by the 
Spirit, Rev. . 6. They fhall be kept by his 
mighty power through Faith to Salvation, 
1 Pet. 4.5. O;are not thefe great things indeed 
for poor fi ful Daft and Afhes; mercy-abufing, 
. Creatures | O we want Hearts to contain them, 
and Tongues to exprefs them, 

Again, Asthis Covenant is made up of preat 
things, fot contains init all good things,. Per. 
32. 40. All Gods Thoughts and Refoives, are to, 
do them good; all his difpenfations are bring- 
ing them in good, Rom. 8. 28. O what a Glo- 
Fious thing is this | Yea they are futable things 
chat are wrapt up ih this Covenant: Such as are 
futable to their Natures; futable to their Spiri- 
tual defires; futable to their wants, and furable 
to their advantages: The new Covenant carries 
nothing Hetrogeneousto the well-being of the 

saints ? O. what a wonderful thing is this / 
Great things Beka are contain’d i in Cae: 
ove: 
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Covenant, that tends to the infinite content 
Ment, pleafure and profit of faved-fouls : Sure- 
-ly.this muft needs fill Believers Joys, and yicid 

them merry dayshere, and prepare for tiem 
Rivers of pleafure to all Eternity. 

Secondly, Coafider the way which Ged hath 
appointed. for the attaining thofe -glorious, 
things,, and this, will advance the Believers 
comlort: Perfoas may comeat good things in 
a bad way, and chat would abate much of their 
‘confolation : But thefe grearand glorious things 
contain’ din the Covenant of Grace for Be- 
eats: are given oucinamoft excellent way « 

‘Or, 

Fir, -Icisin away of Grace; 1f.God had 
given them tobe beught and fold, to be pur- 
chafed by mans merit, . it would not have been 
fo fweet : But they are held out freely, without 
money, without price, //a 55.1. Ie7s by Grace 
jon are faved, not of your felves, Eph, 2. 8. There’s 
‘nothing:for man togloryin,ebouchis Salvation, 
that is of hisown: Saved Souls are’ created to 
their mercies: They are prepared for their 
mercies, Rom. 9. 23+ And their mercies are pre- 
par’d for them, ,# Cor. 2.9. Theyare alfo pre- 
_par’d for their Dutits, in order to their mer- 
cies\s, They are-Veflels of mercy fitted and pre- 
pared for mercy andglory, 2 Tim.2:21. = . 
. , Secondly, Itis ina felfhumbling, and abafing 
_ way: The more the Creature is abafed, the 
» More Divine Glory is exalted; and the more 
God is all in ail,, the more is the, faved Sou!s 
Glory, Comfert,, and Joy; themore the lofti- 
nefs of man is brought down; themore God a- 
‘U4, lone 
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loneis exalted, Jfs.2.17. And the more God is 
exalted, the more Believers are pleafed: Now 
God gives out thefe new-Covenant mercies in 
fuch a way, as may moft abafefelf;, for he gives 
them out ina way of Believing, and no Grace 
more cuts off felf than Believing: All boafting 
and Self-glorying is cut off by Believing, Rom. 3. 
27. Therefore God hath ordered fuch a way 
for Souls to come at new-Covenant Mercies, as 
may cut offallSelf-glorying, that fo their com. 
forts may rifé to the greateft meafure, to be full 
Joy and Confolation, to fee the Creature abafed, 
and God exalted: There’s nothing but Man’s 
curfed feif canindeed prove a real Enemy to 
hiscomforts: AChild of God is never more 
filled with the pure Wine of Confolation; ‘than 
when he is emptiedof all the Lees and Dregs 
of his own vain-glory. 

Thirdly, It isin a pure and clean way, that 
God brings faved Souls to thefe new-Covenant \ 
mercies : Itisinaway of Holinefs: No uncir- 
cunicifed fhall pafs therein: Itisinthat way of 
Grace, and Purity, without which none {hall 
feethe Lord : It isthe upright, pure in Heart, 
the fincere Sou} fhall attain to thefe great and 
glorious things: The clean Hands, and the 
clean Heart, Afat. 5.8. Pfa. 40. 13. Pfa. 24. 
4. Ifa. 45.8. PAE 

Fourthly, Itisina fweet and pleafant way : 
A delighful way, for fucli are all the ways of 
Holinefs to gracious Souls; fweeter than Hony 
and the Hony-comb: They take wonderful 
‘pleafurein Holinefs, Pfa. 119.197. Prov. 3.17. 
Lepal ways were hard and troublefome Pr 
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The Yoke of the Law is aheavy “Yoke, _4é.15. 
10. Butthe Yoke of Chrift is an eafie Yoke, 
Mat. 11.30. Othat God {hould confirm fuch 
a Covenant asthis, that contains fuch glorious 
things, and all thefe enfured to Believers, and 
they led to theminfuch a choice way, furely 
this muft neéds yield wonderful comfort, and 
advance the Believers Joy. 
Another improvement of this grand truth is by 
way of Duty. . . j 
There’s nothing more ftrengthens the Believ- 
vers Bond to Obedience, than the confiderati- 
on of the certainty of the new-Covenant: Not 
to mention all thofe arguments that might be 
urged to engage Redeemed Souls toall manner 
of Holinefs from the certainty of the Covenant : 
J fhallinfift only on thefe two. 
~~ Firft, The confideration ofthat Infinite Love 
of Chrift, that led him through fuch a coltly 
way to make good this Covenant: O what man- 
ner of Loveisthis, if duly weighed? \ That the 
Son of God fhould come down, and be made 
man, take upon him the form of a:Servant; 
engage to the Service of the fitft Covenant, | to 
make goodall the violated conditions thereof 
by his fafferings, and all the precepts. thereof 
byhis Obedience: That he fhould be made. a 
Curfe, and tafte of death, andall to make. this 
Covenant fure: That he fhould fhed his blood, 
tomake firm this Covenant in all the parts oft : 
That he fhould come and melt himfelf to death, 
that the feal might be put upon this new Cove- 
nant. Owhat wonderful Loveisthis, for no- 


thing couldmake it fure, but the Teftatours 
blood, 
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blood, and that he would fhedshis Blood to make 
it fure. Now then there’s no greater cou{traints 
_toduty, thanthe fenfeof the Love of Chrift, 
2 Cor. 5.14. The Love of Chrifticonfirains us. Ar- 
guments of Love areirrefiftible 5. it filences the 
Believing Soulinall his refiftances: When Argu- 
ments fetch’d fromthe Law, do only drive the 
Soul to Duty ; nay fometimes bind back from 
duty: That at fuch atime the fenfe of the Love 
of Chrift doth draw, yea poft the Soul away to 
_ Obedience, Draw me, andwe will run after thee, 
Cant. 1.4. that.is, Let out the potent influences 
of thy {weet Love upon me,and.then I will haften 

after thee, or further my Obedience. of thee. 
Secondly, Another reafon. for Obedience is 
taken from the certain blefled Ends, and Fruit of 
new-Covenant Obedience, whichis no lefs than 
. Eternal Life, Rom. 6. 22. All.the bleflings of the 
everlafting Covenant are enfured to fuch, Pf. 10 3. 
175 18. The mercy of the Lord is from everlafting 
ro everlafting upon them that fear. him, to fuch as 
~ keep his Covenant, to themthat. remember his Com- 
_mandmentsto do them: Mercies in the way, mer- 
cyinthe end; are all eafured.to them that fear 
him, to them that Evangelically keep, his Cove- 
nant, ,Pfa. 25.30. All the paths of the Lord are 
Mercy andTruth, unto fuch as keep bis Covenant 
and his Teftimonies. There’s great reward in the 
very keeping his Commandements, and reward 
inthe latter end: O what promifesare entail’ d 
to Gofpel-Obedience: Nay, you will not. only 
have the Fruit. of your own,Graces,. but 
you will have the\Fruit of Chrifts Grace, 
the Fruit ofhis Obedience, and his Righte- 
ea: oufnefs 
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oufnefs too: Therefore, O what! reafon have 
fiich to obey! feeing the Covenant ismade fure, 
they cannot mifcarry,their labour fhallnot be loft; 
confidering the Love of God, that thould engage 
them to Obedience, and rhe blefled Ilue of it. 

Thus much of the fixth Branch, and » Jtem 
of Chift?s Inventory, and the Riches of his 
Purchafe, | 


—- 
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The FReavenly Luberitance, is the Fruit of 
Chrift’s purchafe. e 


VV E, fhall briefly add one particular more 
of the Purchafe of Chrift, that is, 


‘The Confimmation, and compleating ofall the 
Believers happinefs, and comprehenfion of his 
chiefeft treafure, which is the. purchafed. pof- 
feffion of Glory; Eph. 1.14. Uatilithe Redemp- 
tion of the purchafed Poffeffion, »uuto\the praife. of 
his Glory: that is, unil we come to inherit tlits 
glory putchafed by Chrift: O what a bleffing 
isthis! All that have been treated of already, 
are but little parcels of this total fum of a Be- 
Jievers happinefs ; O when the :whole treafury 
of Chrift {hall beopened, and fet forth to the 
view and enjoyment of faved Souls: When: all 
Chrift’s perfonal Glory, as Mediator, fhall be 
difcovered to them, and become their Glory ; 
when all his purchafed Glory for them alfo,fhalf 
then be entred on by them 5 all that he hath re- 
‘2 ay vy: ; 7 ceived 
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ceived for himfelf, andall he hath procured for 
them,fhallall be made over tothem;This will be 
ablefled Eternity indeed; when their Crowns 
of Mafly Glory fhall be fet upon their heads, and 
when they alfo fhall be fetdown upon Thrones 
of dignity, honoured with the reflections of 
Chrifts Majefty, and unconceivable grandure. 
This is amyftery indeed, buta real truth ‘to all 
Believers : O blefled purchafe indeed! whocan 
tell over this fum, when the Saints fhall be fo 
enriched withthe Riches of Chrift, cloathed 
withthe beautiful Garments of his praife ? O 
wonderful Glory indeed ! Deckt with the Jewels 
of the Graces ofhis Spirit, and fill’d with his 
holinefs brim full: When they fhall be fatiated 
‘with his pleafures, but never tyred; fit down 
at the Well head, and drink full draughts of 
pleafure; Take in their fill of thehigheft confo- 
lations ; and unknown Sweetnefs, Love, and 
delight from Chrift. O this muft needs be. 
wonderful enriching ! whenthey be, ever, ever, 
ever with the Lord; where no clouds can dark- 
en their fights, of their blefled manfion, and 
their bleffed'God; where no vail can intervene - 
between them and their Beloved: Where Ruft, 
Moth,Worms,Time, and Death can never come 
to wear out their enjoyments:O blefled Treafure 
indecd! Where Eternity fhall be the Date, Im- 
menfity theBounds,and Immutability the fixation » 
of their happinefs. But fo it fhall be with faved 
Souls in Heaven, when they are got through the 
Sea of Chrift’s blood to Glory. O Believers, Do 
not your hearts leap within you ?. What no kind 
of affection at all to thefe things? Is all this as 
| a 
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adream to you? Where are your Hearts? O be 
affected at this wonderful bleflednefs Chrift 
hath procured in Heaven for you. ~ O blefled, 
bleffed Eternity ! where faved Souls fhall wear a’ 
Crown, that fadeth not away ; wheretheir Gar- 
lands fhallbe ever frefh and green, their joys e- 
ver news; and their enjoyments never wearing ; 
where all their fown feed of Spiritual-Duties and 
Gofpel-fuiferings, fhall {pring upto Glory, toa, 
full crop of bleflednefs,to an harveit of pleafure, 
proportionable to all the Love of God to them ; 
to the utmoft meafures of their Graces, and acts 
of their Faithfulnefs; the large extent of divine 
promifes, yea fuited to the infinite defervings of 
Chrift for his faved ones, Glory, as much as can 
be claimed : This will fet forth the Treafures of 
Chrift to be boundlefs, bottomlefs, endlels, 
without allcircumference; higher then all Al- 
titude, broader than all Latitude,deeper then all 
profunditude: Otreafures-indeed! Saints and 
Angels may look into them, but can never fee 
tne bottom: In comparifon of which Riches in 
Heaven, all the warmeft Apprehenfions, all 
the fweeteft taftes, all the higheft enjoyments of 
Saints here, are no more than adroptothe Oce- 
an; like one ear-of Corn compar’d with all the 
fields in the world, cloath’d with fruicful- 
nefs; No more thena fingle Duft, to all 
the Beds of Sand in the whole Sea. O 
what is glory! Chriftians, are thefe Jewels fo 
valuable,that you can bear about with you here ? 
O what a Cabinet then is Heaven? O what 
are the Treafures laid up there! O wonderful 
large indeed / Weigh the utmoft pleafires,and 

delight- 
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delighting, ravifhing confolations that all the 
Believers in the World can get by this fide Hea- 
yen, all the graces, all the Joys of all the Saints 
in the World put together, compat’d with glory, 
isno more than a fingle grain to a Mafly weight 
of Glory? O ‘tis that which Men and Angels 
cannot exprefs : All that Believers have here 
of Heaven; itis bugas Bread and Water inthe 
way, the choiceft and richeft feafting is re. 
ferv'd forthe other World, for the Kings Ta- 
ble, where are all Varieties, all Rich Dithes; 
ali the choice Procurements, that may feed and 
fatiate the moft curious defires of faved Souls - 
Dott thou meet with high Comforts at a Sacra. 
ment ? wonderful refrefhings in Ordinances ? 
yet they are but a Morfel-or two thy Father 
gives thee tochear thy Spirits, compar’d with 
the varieties he hath relerv’d for thee in Heaven: 
Or as the fhort allowance of fome Rich Heir 
whiles in his Nonage; compar’d with the great 
Inheritance he isto poflefs when at full age; or 
as the firft-fruits which are inconfiderable com- 
par’d with the lump. Thisis glory, this is Hea- 
ven, there’s the place where all Chrift’s Trea- 
fares are laid up : O Chriftians could you bat 
get a look into glory, you would fay, O un- 
fearchable riches. indeed : Treafures paft find- 


ing out. 
Thus have 1 difpatcht the firft aflertion, and 
fhewn fomewhat of thofe vaft riches that are in 
Chrift, and though fometime hath been fpent 
in opening them, yet itis but little of all thof 
Treafures, which are prepir’d for-them that 
are Heirs of the Promife. Spe place 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


ie fecond and third affertions proved : Shew- 
ing that thofe vaft treafures of Chrift are o- 
pened in and by the Gofpel, that’tis the 
will of God they fhould be tenderd to the 
chiefeft of Sinners. "Gale 


Come now to demenftrate the truth ofthe 
"fecond affertion, which is this, That thofe vaft 
id hidden Treafures which are found in FcfusChrift, 
@ opened in and by the Gofpel. 
For the proof of which I fhall demonftrate 
iefe three things. 
Firlt, That thofe treafures ofGrace and Glory, 
hich are in and come by Chrift, canno other- 
ife be known, than by the Gofpel, they are 
eeps that cannot be farhomed by all the grea- 
lengths of mans wifdom, 1 Car, 2. 10. The 
pirit fearcheth all things,even the deep things of God: 
‘hings that lay deep in his breaft, which none 
ould know but himfelf,and his own Spirit. By 
iefe deep things the Apoftle underftands the - 
idden grace of God in Chrift, with the fruits 
Pit, called ver. 12. The things freely givenus 
f God, Thefeare the Riches of Chrift, or that 
ome by Chrift, called, Rom. 11.,33. The depth” 
the riches both of the wifdom and knowledge of God > 
‘hefe riches of grace thar come by Chrift arefo_, 
eep, that none can know them except they be ~ 
evealed : Therefore the wifdom that makes wife, 
p Salvation is called hidden wifdom, 1 Cor. 2. 7. 
And 
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And Treafures of wifdom are faid to be hid in 
Chrift, called the myftery of Godlinefs, 1 Timg 
3. 16. wusteov, from the Heb. word, Adiffar, or 
hidden, or fecret things: Some derive it, ops 
73 ytew ro cveafrom fhutting the mouth up,becaufe 
fuch things muit be concealed ,or as others think 
it Oey 70 patey GLK ES 5 Shutting up thefenfes as 
well asthe mouth, it being a thing bard to be 
known, fuch a fecret is the great Power of Salva- 
tion by Chrift: A religious fecret (faith one) 
thatcannot be Known without fomeextraodinar 
flatus, and fuch are the riches of Chrift, hiddet 
things, hidin God, Eph. 3. 9. The fellowfhip 
of the Myftery which from the beginning of the 
World have been hid in God, and therefore 
cannot be known by all the wifdom ofmen with- 
out the revelation of the Spirit, Eph. 3..3, 5. And 
therefore it was an unfound aflertion of Mr. Fohn 
Goodwin: That the Sun and Moon do Preach 
the Gofpel, feeing it cannot be known but by 
the revelation of the Spirit. 

Secondly, Thefe Treafures of Chrift are Do- 
ctrinally contain’d in the word of the Gofpel, 
there’s the only difcovery of them Doctrinally, 
there’s no other wo:d can difcover them, and 
thus they are fet forth, and brought to light, 
2 Tim. 1. 10. Bat now is made manifeft bythe ap« 
pearing of our Saviour Fefus Chrift, who hath abo- 
lifhed death, and brought life and immortality to 
light by the Gofpel. There are actually exhibited. 
to the view of Believers, all the myfteries of 
godlinefs, fo the Gofpel is called the revelation 
of the myftery which is kept fecret fince the 
‘World began, Rom. 16. 25. The rh a 

; the 
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the wifdom of God that maketh wife to Salva. 
tion, 2 Tim. 3. 15. Thereare all things open- 
ed neceflary to Salvation: There. are words 
whereby we may befaved, és 11. 4. Inthe 
word of truth are all the Prophefies of Chrift, 
and of thofe great and glorious things that God 
would accomplifh upon and by him, 4as 3. - 
18. In the word are all the promifes of grace 
and Glory, all things needful to life and god. 
linefs, and thefe promifes are revealed inthe 
word of Gad : All the promifes ever God made 
to the Sons of Men are inthe word, and there. 
fore the promifes are joyned with the Law, and 
the fervice-of God, the glory and the Cove. 
nant, and all thofe royalties that in Scripture 
are made over to Believers, Rom. 9. 4. There’s 
all that God hath {poken by the Prophets, Luke 
24.25. There’s all difcover’d that ever God 
Doétrinally revealed of his love to Sinners, and 
he thingsthat are’freely given to them, there’s 
‘he “whole Doétrine of Chrift concerning his 
erfon, Nature, Offices, Works, Excellencies, 
’romifes, what he hath done for them, ard pro- 
ured for them ; whatis laid up in him, and hall 
€ laid out by him to all that come to him; 
here are the openingsof his heart,and the fecrets 
if his love tothem, Eph. 3. 18, 19. Therein 
he Righteoufnefs of Godis revealed from faith 
a faith, Rom. 1. 17. The deep things of God 
Cor. 2. 9, 10, 12, 16. Thingsthat eye hath) 
otfeen, nor ear heard. 
Thirdly, Thofe great and glorious things con- 
in’d inthe Gofpel, are opened by the Spirits 
iniftration in the Gofpel ; This is Gods ap- 
| hdahasha?. “ polnted 
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pointed way to difcover and bring to light thofe 
gloriousthings. Tit. 1. 3. But hath in due time, 
manifested his word through Preashmg, which is 
conimitted tome according to the Commandement of 
God our Saviour : This is Gods way to manifett 
the deep things of the Word by Preaching : 
This hé hath appointed as a ftanding Ordinance 
inhis Church through all ages, that fome fhould 
be fet apart for this work, to open and to difco- 
ver the glorious fecrets of the Gofpel, 1 Coy. 2. 
12, 13. 2 Cor. 4.2,6;.7. To thefe the Lord 
Jelus Chrift’ reveals his truth, even the myfte- 
ries of it by his Spirit, Eph. 3. 5. That they 
might Preach,and open them to others:This way 
Gad is, pleafed to work * thus he taught the 
Exnuch by Philip, Aits 8. 26. and Paul by Ana- 
nias, Acts 9, 11. and Cornelius by Peter, Aéts 

10. 5. ae 

3. Affertion. Jt ts the swaill of God that thofe 
"great. and glorious Treafures iat in the 
Gofpel hould be opened and sendred to Sinners, 
yea to the chiefe ft of Sinners. Py teen 
This is as certain, as choice a truth, and pre- 
cious news to finners. For the demonftration 
of which, I hall, 1. Prove ¢ by four argu- 
ments.'.2. Che d/ov' by, four.reafons.. 

” Firft, Thatit is really true, that the Lord 
Yefus Chrift is willing that all thofe unfearchable 
Treafures of his fhould be tendred to Sinners, yea 
the chiefeft of Sinners. ‘ 

_Firft,. Chrift?s willingnefs to fhed his blood 
for Sinners, fhews he is willing his Treafures 
thould be opened and tendered to them: He that 
gives the caule, gives the effect, Caufa Canfe, i, 

aulA 
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Caufa Canfati , Chrifts blood is the procuring 
caufe of all thofeTreaftires that are purchafed for 
‘Believers ; and that which gives a right to his 
perfonal riches too, Eph. 1. 7, 11. Now if 

_Chrift be willing to give his blood for believers 
to procure thofe Treafures, then furely he is 
willing to have them opened and tendered to 
them, he that wills the means to the end; wills 
the end too: Should not Chrift be willing that 
his riches fhould be openediand tenderd to Sin- 
ners, it would lay a great reflection on his in- 
tentions in dying for Sinners, and lIcave the 
charge of unfaithfulnefs on truth it felf ; which 
how iinjuft “it is let all that are rational 
judge; but it is for finners Chrift hath hed his 
blood, yea for the chiefeft of finners; .1: Tim. 

od ty. Rom §. 6. In die time Chrift. dyed, for 
the ungodly: arbev, ’Tis the fame -word: the 
Apoftle ufeth to exprefs the people before the 
flood by, 2 Pet. 2. 5. Now what thefe were 

»Mofes tells us; Gen.6. §. Ignorance, Propbanefs, 
Contempt of God; and the vileft abominations 
were committed by thofe whom Chrift came to 
redeem, yetto thefe would he kave the Gofpel 
fent, andhis Treafures opened and tendred. 

Secondly, His appointing and fending a Mini- 
ftry on purpofe to Preach the Gofpel to finners 
proves it ; This was the firft thing.the Lord 
Jefus Chrift did when he.afcended on, high, he 
gave giftsto Men, that of Apoftles, Prophets; 

angelifts, Paftors, Teachers , and why was 
this? it was forthe workof the Miniftry, Eph. 
4. 10; 11, 12. And what is the work of thé 

Miniftery?: Why to. opem and Preach Chrift 
) A 2 Griicified) 
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Crucified to the World, to difcover reconcilia- 
tion-mercy,and all the Treafures of Chrift con- 
cern’d therein, 1 Cor. 5.18, 19. Fob. 20. 21.As 
my Father hath fent me fo fend I you: Now if the 
Lord Jefus fets apart a Miniftery on purpofe 
to.attend this work, as Aéts 6. 4. Then furely 
he is willing Sinners fhould have thofe riches o- 
pened and tender’dito them. 
Thirdly, The choice annointings he gives 
them to this end, evidenceth his willingnefs the 
Gofpel fhould be Preached, and his Treafures o- 
pened to the World as the Father hath annoin- 
ted him, and given the Spirit without meafure 
tohim, fo hath he annointed his Meflengers with 
meafures of the Spirit for this work, 1 Cor. 12. 
7, 11. But the manifeftation of the Spirit is given 
to every one to profit withal : That isthe gifts of the 
Spirit by a Metonymy of the effect ; and given to 
every oneto whomit is given, for this end to 
profit withal (fo Pifcator): The Apoftle fpeaks 
here of gifted Perfons in the Church of Corinth, 
whether they were ordinary or extraordinary 
Teachers, they had all choice gifts imparted to 
them by the Spirit tothatend: All whom Chrift 
fends to Preach the Gofpel have the annointings 
of his Spirit to fit them for that work, J/2. 50. 
4. The Lord hath given me the tongue of the learned, 
that Ifhould know how to fpeak.a word in feafon to him 
that is weary : The Prophet here (faith Calvin) doth 
perfonate all the Minsjters of Chrift in all ages. And 
tells us that all thofe Chrift fends to Preach the 
Gofpel, he doth give futable endowments to 
them for that end ; he doth impart his truth to 
them by his Spirit that they might teach re : 
is 
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This is the Reafon Chrift gives the Spirit of his 
Father, A4at. 10.20. Hemakes them teachable, 
thatthey might teach others : Hence Cyprian 
faith, Non bonus eft Dottor qui non eft docilis: 
Chrift reveals thofetreafures of his to his Ser- 
vants that they might open them to_ others, 
Mat. 10.8. Freely ye have received,freely give. 
Fourthly, The charge he lays upon his Mef- 
fengers, demoni{tratesthis truth, he doth com- 
mand them to go and preach the Gofpel. to eve- 
ry Creature, Adark, 16. 15. ?Tis an Hyberboli- 
cal Synecdoche of the genus,Every Creature put 
for all Nations, faith Pifcator. The word of re. 
conciliation is committed to them as toAmbafla- 
dours, faichfully toimpart it to thofe they are 
fent to: There’sa neceffity laid upon them to 
preachthe Gofpel, anda wo if they do nor, 
iCor.9.16. A neceffity, not of Coattion, bue 
Obligation, and divine command, faith Pareus. 
Secondly, The %2,why Chrift is fo willing 
rhofe Treafures fhould be tender’d to Sinners. 
| Firft, That fo he might give the worlda 
proof of the greatnefs ofhis Love to perifhing 
Sinners, and of the largenefs of his bowels to 
poor mankind, Eph. 3.9. To make all men fee what 
's the Fellowfhip of the myjtery, &c. Now what 


was the fellowithip of this myftery? The Apo-” 


tle tellsus, ver. 6. That the Gentiles fhonld be 
“ellow-heirsy and of the fame body, and partakers of 
is promife in Chrift by the Gofpel. This fets 
‘orth the wonderful love of God in Chrift to 
allen man; that Godis willing the myftery of 
salvation fhould be opened to fuch vile Crea- 
‘ures as the Gentiles were, worfhippers of y- 

X 3 dols 
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dols and Devils, fuch uncleanand filthy Crea- 
cares, the chiefeft of finners, Tit. 3.3. Eph. 2, 
2, 3 Such were all before Conall. they had 
fellowfhip withDevils, 1@or. 10.20. And this com- 
mendsthe love of God indeed, that he fhould 
reveal felis Chriftto the vileft finners, and tells 
the world it is by Grace any are faved; Eph. 2.8. 
and ofthe riches of mercy, Tit. 3. §5 6+ It lets 
finners know that God is no re{pecter of perfons, 
he faves nore for any worthin them, but for his 
great love in Chrift, Eph. 3.19. 

Secondly, That the worft of finners might be en- 
couraged to come to Chrift, and none be exempt- 
ed from Salvation but thofe that exclude them- 
felves, fob. 7. 37.. This is Chrifts defign thereby 
to draw finners to himfelf by the favour of ‘his 
Oyntunents, Fab.12,. 32. O the precious difco- 
veries of Fit excellencies are attractive 5 the 
riches'of Chrift, andthe Glory‘ of his King- 
dom have a wonderful influence to perfwade fin- 
nersto him, Gal. 4.15, A feen and believed 
bleffednefs in the ways of Chrift, willmake the 
Son] part with all for him, and come on any 
terms to the enjoyment of it: Terrours con- 
cract the Souls affections to God, but mercy and 
the excellency’ of Chrift doth conftrain them ; : 
now Chrift is willing that every loft’ finner that 
agi. and ‘believes. in “him ’ thould ‘be fav- 
€ 

Thirdly, That fo all his Elect that lye among 
the perifhing world’ might thereby be ga- 

thered in, Job. 10.16. The Election muft ob- 
tain though the reft be blinded, Row. 11.7. The 
Lord Jefas Chrift cannot. Jofe one Soul the Fa- 

ther 
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ther hath givenhim, they muft come in firft or 
laft;and for their fakes, as the eviJ-days are fhort- 
ned, Math. 24. 22. fo fhallthe Gofpel-days be 
continued till Chrift hath gathered all his E- 
lect into union with himfelf from the four winds, 
even as many as are ordained to’ Life : Now 
there’s no fuch way to fetch in Souls to Chrift, as 
by opening thofe Treafures. Na) 

Laftly, That they who perifh under the Gof- 
pel. might be left without excufe, fob.15. 22. 
They have nothing to plead againft damnation, 
who defpife fo great Salvation, Heb. 2. 3. And 
turn their backs on fuch tendered, bleflednefs - 
To leave tryed Gold for Counters, and Trea- 
furesfor Trifles, the portion of Saints for the 
pleafures of fin, is utterly inexcufable ; and this 
isonereafon of Chrifts opening his Treafuresto 
the world, ‘tis to juftifie his feverity againft un- 
believers, that willnot come to him that they 
may have life ; he willhave every mouth ftop- 
ped, andthe whole world of unbelieving fin- 
ners become guilty before him, Rom. 3. 19, 
Thus have I difpatch’d the third Affertion. 

I now come to make Application.of the 
whole. 


X 4» CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII, 


Containing two Branches of Information: 
What a great blefing the Gofpel is : 
The greatne/s of their fin that. oppofe 
the Gofpel. . . 


F there are preat ,Glorious, and unfearchable 
Riches in Chrift;Ifit be by the Gofpel thofe 
Riches are brought forth, openedjand tender 
ed to finners;O then what a mercy is it for Souls 
to enjoy the Gofpel! The Gofpel isthe field in 
which this treafure is hid: The Miniftery of the 
Gofpel is the digging out, and laying open 
this treafure: The Gofpel is the Cabinet in 
which thefe Jewels lye lock’dup: And the Mi- 
niftery of the Gofpel, by the Spirit, is the o- 
pening and unlocking this Treafury and Ca- 
binet: Jefus Chrift isthis treafure: The Mi- 
nifters of the Gofpel are Meflengers and Am- 
baffadours of Chrift, fent into the world with- 
news of this Treafure, and impowered to treat 
with perifhing Souls about making them Rich - 
The Minifters of Chrift are Stewards of this 
great Lord of Glory, entrufted with the tend- 
ring and Minifterial difpofings of thefe vaft 
treafures, according to his infttuctions: This 
‘way God brings to light the hidden things of 
the Gofpel, 2Cor. 4. 7. We have this Treafure in 
Earthen Veffels: As it the Apoftle fhould fay: ’ 
O Corinthians, there is a treafure, there are 
Riches in the Gofpel, and we have thefeRiches 
in 


~ 
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in Earthen Veflels: The Lord commits them to 
us, thatwemay openthem, and make a ten- 
der of them to perifhing finners, according to 
his order. Our bufinefs is to preach Chrift, 
and openthetreafures of Chrift, with all his 
vaft Inheritance to every Soul that receives him : 
Othen the fingular happinefs they have, that 
have the word of this Grace fent tothem: Oh 
what a mercy is it to live within the day-{pring 
from on high, and under the joyful found: To 
hearthe good news ofa Saviours being born, 
and offer'd toperifhing Souls: To havethe ty- 
dings of thofe Soul-enriching overtures, O think 
upon the blind perifhing world, that live with- 
out the Line of Communication,with whom Free- 
Graceholds no correfpondence about Salvati- 
on, thofe Indian; and Pagans that live without 
the Gofpel, and then reflect upon the privi- 
ledges you enjoy, and fee what a mercy this is; 
and-then fay, whohath made you to differ; O 
why fhouldthe Sun fhine on your borders, and 
the day-fpring from on high vifit your coafts ; 
leaving others to perifh without regarding ? 
O isit not Grace that God fhould vific you with 
the Gofpel, and fuffer others to perfecute it? 
O thefe are the motions of Sovereiga pleafure, 
andthe paths of diftinguifhing mercy: O fin- 
ners ! how much are you indebted to this free 
unfearchable Grace, that fhould pafs by fo many 
parts of the World, and pitchon this little {pot 
of ground? O wonderful Mercy indeed! That 
thefe {warms of Mellefluous dews and privi- 
ledges fhould light on your branches : That the 
Cloud by day and a Pillar of Fire by night 

fhould 
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fhould come, and ftand over you. O little do 
you know what it is to lye in darknefs,and in the 
Region and fhadow of Death: O'! this fhould 
‘catife you to value the Gofpel: who can tell 
but they that feel it, what itisto be fhut up in 
the Region of death, and be bound in chains of 
darknels ; tolye ina waft howling Wildernefs, 
where there is none to ghide their feet inthe 
way of peace: O what a fad judgment is this ! 
© Souls! If ever you live to fee, the light 
put out, and the Miniftery of the’ Go- 
ipel. gone from England, then yon ~ wiil 
know what doleful miferies are, and will you 
not prize the Gofpel then, that is fuch a wonder- 
ful mercy, beyond all your Eftates, and all the 
enjoyments of the whole world? How will fome 
men value thofe Sciences that feed their natural 
minds with knowledge, and feaft their Rational 
defires with difcoveries of fome unknown Noti- 
_ons:And will not you lovetheGofpel,that brings 
colight the glorious truths of Chrift ? How will 
Tradefmen prize the Rules of their Arts, that 
make them skilful! How willthe Worldlings 
hug thofe Counfels that help to make them rich ! 
And fhould not you prize the Gofpel, that comes 
tomake you wifeto Salvation? Shall men prize 
inftructions about. the obtainiug of perifhing 
things? And {hall the Counfel God gives you a- 
boutthe Food that erdureth, be flighted? O 
Souls 1 what fhall | fay? O labourto know the 
_worth of the Gofpel, before you feel the want 
of the Gofpel: O prize it, prize it indeed. 
The Gofpelisthe beft Treafure, the beft Com- 
forter, the beft Friend that is in the » Ata : 
28) x ene is. 
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"Tis the beft. Counfeller in all finners difficul- 
ties; it fhews you the fafeit,and beft way out of 
all your Clouds and darknefs, Pro. 8.14. Corsu- 
felis mine, and found Wifdom.; It 1s meant of 
Chrift; Inbis words the beftCounfel to make : 
men wife to Salvation, 1 Tim. 3.15. There’s 
the beft Counfelto make you happy, Rev. 3. 18. 
?Tis the beft Interpreter inall the World to re- 
folve your dark cafes, and there’s no fuch way 
to get folutionin all your doubts, and greateft 
troubles: The Pfalmift found it fo, when he 
went into the Sanctuary, Pf-7 3.17. Chriftians, 
the Gofpel and Word of Godtells you, what 
you fhould doinall your difficulties, 4és 9. 6. 
The Gofpel isthe chiefeft comforter : O what 
happy Meflenger the miniftery of the Golpel is, 
it brings the beftBalm to heal your wounds: Balm 
of Gilead to heal your foul wounds, it affords 
ihe fweeteft Confolations, Rom. 15.4. That. we 
through Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures 
wight have hope. Ah! There’s no tuch pure Elixir 
drops to any, as the Gofpel drops: ’Tis the 
moft reviving Spirits imaginable: the water of 
Life that come through the Gofpel.: -O 
how reviving how chearing are thefe to droop- 
ing Souls! ¥ "ie Gofal is the power of Gad to 
Salvation, Row. 1.16. *Tisthe arm of God to 

{tay up the poor finking Soul: | 7£is the Wea- 
pons of our Warfare which are migiaty through 
God to the pulling down of {trong holds, 2 Cor. 
10. 4. ee s what caufe have you then to 
be mu Ke ced with the Love of God in giving 

the Co st ey nr hearts warm’d with’ the 
fenf e of and more appreciative 
aor thoughts 
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thoughts of thefe priviledges: O, I know not 
how to commend it to you: O Souls prize the 
Gofpel, rate it in your efteem above the whole 
World, Pfa. 119.167. Aty Soul hath kept thy 
Teftimonies, and I lovethem exceedingly. O ret 
not till you can fay fo, I love the Gofpel exceed- 
ingly, Iprize itabove gold, above tryed gold : 
Tis better than all trealures, ver. 72. Sweeter, 
(fays David) than Hony, and the Hony Comb, Pfa. 
19. 10. If the Gofpel be ftuff’d with fuch Rich- 
es, who would not prize the Gofpel? ’Tis a 
rich Cabinet, befpangled with beauty in every 
letter :’Tis adifcovery of the manifold Wifdom 
of God, and fhould not you be affected with tke 
Gofpel? Octeftifie your valuation of the Gof 
pelby all poflible demonftrations. 

Firft, Shew your valuation of the Gofpel, by 
blefling God for it: O fend Clouds of In- 
cenfe to Heaven, full of praifes and Hofannahs 
to God for the Gofpel : Paul blefleth God that 
the Philippians had the Gofpel, Phi.a.3,5. 1 
thank my God upon every remembrance of you, for 
your fellow{hip inthe Gofpel, from the firft day until 
now. As muchas to fay,that you have enjoy d the 
Gofpel a great while. O from your 
blefs God for the Gofpel, 
am afraid Chriftians are not. 
of praifing God for the Gofpel : I 
lemn days of Thank(giving. © ; 

Secondly, Teftifie your valuation of the 
Gofpel; by doing all you can t “kee with 
He : A perfon that prizeth a Jewel o 

old in his hand will hold it faft:O C s! 
if you prize the Gofpel, ye do all you 
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:o keep the Gofpel,. Pro. 23. 23. Buy the Truth, 
and fell it not : Lay out any thing to enjoy the 
Gofpel ; part with your Lufts, part with your 
Treafures; let all go, fo you may keep the Gof- 
pel: But then do not fell it: Othe Gofpel is 
Treafure enough, count nothing too dear for it. 

Thirdly, Teftifie your valuation of the Gof- 
pel: By your willingnefs to part withall, or any 
thing, if God call you to it for the Gofpel ; Doth 
God bid you pluck out a right eye, cut offa right 
hand, let it goifGod call foric : Doth he call 
for your liberty, your lives forthe Gofpels fake, 
letrhem go, -Atts 21. 13- OSouls! benotlike 
the Gadarens to value your Swine above the Gof- 
pel, and rather let the Gofpel go, than part 
witha little of your Eftates, Luke, 8. 37- 

Fourthly, Chriftians, thew your high efteem 
ofthe Gofpel, by your readinefs to attend it at 
ailtimes: Torun at every call of the Gofpel, 
with Aary to fit at Chrifts feet, though other 
things be out of order, Luke 10. 39, 40- Will 
not you part with a little of your bufinefs, and 
let your Plow ftand ftill awhile, to attend upon 
the Miniftry of the Gofpel ? O Chriftians ! fhew 
your prizings of the Gofpel, by your willingnefs 
to fit down under it at all times. 

Fifthly, Shew your high efteem of the Gofpel, 
by the greateft improvements of it while you 
have it; Sirs, yon cannot tell how foon it may 
be taken from you, or you fromit ; you fee what 
attempts are made againft the Gofpel, you have 
reafonthento make the moft of it while you have 
it: Chrift givesthis argument to his hearers to 
PCIZE it, Folk. 12, 35. Let alitsle while is the light 

. with 
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with you, walk; while you have the light, left darknefs 
come upon yor: Be fare atthe belt, tis but a lic- 
tletime you {hall have it, if you live out all your 
time under the Gofpel, till yourglafsbe run e- 
very duft,’cis but a little while yowfhall ft under 
the dews of this Hermon hill; the time of your life 
is but a little while; the time of your digging 
in this Mine is but alittle while,Death will draw 
‘the Curtain, and fet you beyond thedroppings 
of thefedews and golden Oyls: Othen improve 
the Gofpel while you have it, make the moft of 
it, get allthe good you can from it, by way of 
illumination, inftruction, Correction, Faith and 
Confolation:Chriftians, get your heads and hearts 
fill’d with this precious fubftance what you can; 
this will be your wifdom, you will find it fo when 
you come to reckoning : O fill thefe Chambers 
of your Souls with precious treafures ; lay up 
thofe choice fruits’ that may laft you in your 
Winter Days: ‘Get the kowledge of Chrift, and 
the unfearchableRiches‘ofChrift more and more, 
while you may come under the news of it: O 
draw hard at thefe breafts, that you may get 
much food and nourifhment for your Souls, that 
may ferve you manyaday. — 7 Tito: 
_Sixthly, Shew your high valuation ofthe Gof 
pel, by your believing in it, by your loving and 
obeying of it: Feb. 12. 36.Whsle you have the 
light believe in the light: Thofe friends we value 
much, we truft much. Souls if you value the Gof- 
pel, you will believe it : The Gofpel tells you; He 
rat hath theSon bath life, be that hath not theSon harle 
not life : It-tells youy he that lives after the flefh {halt 
dye: Obelieve it’) the Gofpel faies, Jf rie 
Wey ARE 
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fake yout. evil ways, you fhall have merey 3 if you 
hold fal your fins it fhall dye + \t tells ig Sr 
cannot come at Salvation, but in Salvations wayes : 
O believe the Gofpel 5 they that know thy Name 
will put their truft in thee, Pfa. 9. 10, If you did 
but know the worth and truth of it, you would 
believe it, you may hang allthe weight of your 
Souls upon the Line of the Gofpely you.may. ad- 
venture your immortal Souls uponthe promifes 
of the Gofpel » It will bear all your,,weights, 
then love the Gofpel : Love the truth and. peace, 
Zach. 8...19. Is the Gofpel fucha good. Mellen. 
ger that brings you fuc | good news, and. will 
you not Joye it? O Souls.! love the Miniftrati- 

ons of the Gofpel. And then obey the Gofpel - 
Ifyou love Chrift indeed you will keep his Com- 
mandements, Fob. 14. 23. youwill obey his voice. 
This argues your efteem of the Gofpel,when you 
follow, t i inftructions. it gives you. Doth God, 
bid you; forfake youreyil wayes? Come and 
clofe with Chrift ? O ! obey thofe,Counfels he 

gives you inbis Gofpel.. F 
Laftly,. Shew your high valuation ofthe Gof- 
pel, by holding forth.a,Converfation futable to 
it, Only let your Converation be as becomeththe Goj- 
pel of Chrift, Phil. t. 27. Asif he fhould fay; chiet- 
ly, . this is the maimandfum of all.,O! live wor- 
thy of the Gofpel. Py 0) 
Firft,.Then is your Converfation as, becom 
eth the Gofpel, when you live as becomes ihe 
grace of .God: difcover’d, in the Golpel :. "Tis 
infinite grace is revealedin it ; you fhould walk fo 
as to-honour grace 5, you (hould prefs.afeer, more 
gtace in your Converlations, there fhould be 
grace 
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grace in every ftep of your lives, Tit.2.1, 12. 

Secondly, Then you live futable to the Gof 
pel, when you liveup to thofe great and Glori- 
ous things held out in it : When the Gofpel is 
opened there are choice Jewels brought forth to 
fale: O moft excellent things produc’d by ir, 
and you fhould live up futable to thefe. 

There’s the manifold Wifdom of God held 
forthin the Gofpel, Eph. 3. 10. Treafures of 
wonderful wifdom are opened in the Gofpel : O 
live up to thefe myfteries : O Chriftians, let 
your lives be exact, for you have curious eyes 
to look upon you , labour to hold forth much 
wifdom and much light in your Converfations. 

IntheGofpel is held forth the myftety of God- 
linefs,1 Tim. 3.16. Greats the myflery of godli- 
ne{s. O what myfteries are here !God Adanifeft-- 
ed inthe flefh ; God,and yet cloath’d in flefh : Con- 
demn’d for fin, and yet ju/tified in the Spirit, feen 
of Angels : Preached to the Geutiles, the worft of 
Sinners inthe World : Now live futable to the 
myfteries of Godlinefs. 

Again, the Gofpel opens the glorious pri- 
viledges of Saints, ofevery faved Soul: O won- 
derful priviledges ! That Enemies fhould be re- 
conciled, and ftrangers madenigh, that Rebels — 
fhould be adopted Sons and Daughters, made 
the Children of God by Chrift, Rom. 8. 16, 17. 
O what a glorious priviledge is this Believing 
Souls are brought into by the Gofpel !to. a ftate 
of Adoption, Gal. 4. 6. A ftate of glorious li- 
berty, Eph. 5.1. Gal. 5. 1. O live; up to thefe 
glorious priviledges : You are Children of the ee 
walk.as Children of the light, Eph. 5. 8. The a 

pe 
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pel fhews you the the things freely given of God, 
the infinitelove of God, tae wonderful Salva- 
tion-Grace of God: Othen you live futable to 
the Gofpel, when youlive up to thofe great and 
glorious things held forth in it. 

- Thirdly, Then are yonr lives according to the 
Gofp:l, when they are futed to the Rules of the 


Goip?l, look what the Gofpel commands; and. 


requires that youdo, Gal. 6.16. Afath.28. 20, 
Now the Gofpel requires not only Bodily, but 
Spiritual worfhip ; to worfhip God in the Spirit : 
Ic requires not only external duties, but internal 
holinefs : It calls for Obedience flowing from 
love,and labours {pringing: from faith,well priu- 
cipled duties, when you endeavour the greateft 
ftricknels in your lives; That’s utable tothe 
Gofpel. 

Fourthly, Then is your Converfation as be- 
comes the Gofpel ; when it is Subordinate to the 
ends of it. 

One end of the Gofpel is to exalt the praife of 
the glory of grace, Eph. 1. 12. To make you vef- 
fels of Mercy, for the glory of Mercy :O Chri- 
{tians live fo as you may moft advance the glory 
of grace,live felf-denyingly and humbly, exclude 
boafting, then you live as becomes the Gofpel. 

Another great end of the Gofpel is the fancti- 
fication of faved Souls, to make Souls ‘holy. 
2. Cor. 7. 1. Then you live as becometh the Gof- 
pel, when you carry on Gofpel holinefs, inward 
Holinefs, outward Holinefs, 1 Thef: 4. 3, 

The Salvation of Souls, that’s another great 
end of the Goipel, that the Promife maybe fure 
toall the feed, 2 Rishi 10. Thathe that be. 


heves 
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lieves in Chrift may have Everlafting Life: O 
then liveas you may be faved; you muft tread 
‘upon the World you have fo much doted upon ; 
you muft account all things lof’ and dung for 
Chrift, ifever you be faved: O Chriftians, la- 
bour then to hold forth a Converfatiou futable 
tothe Gofpel. So much for the firft Inference. 
Secondly, Iffuch great and unfearchable trea: 
fures are opened and tendered toSinnersin the 
Gofpel : O then how great is their fin that Op- 
pofe and perfecute the Preaching of it : O this 
is a black fin indeed ; this ativity comes from 
the Spirit of darknefs. O tis a dreadful thing 
to oppofe, refift, and perfecute the Miniftery 
of the Gofpel : For fuch do all they can to hinder 
the tenders of unfearchable Riches-to the World; 
they labour to keep the World poor, to hinder 
_ the Salvation of Souls - And is not this fad work? 
Again, fuch as oppofe and perfecute the 
Gofpel, are of thecurfed brood and off-fpring 
ofthe Pharifees, who dofhut up the Kingdom 
of God, and neither enter in themfelyes, nor 
| fuffer them that are entring to go in: So do 
thofe that do oppofe and perfecute the Got 
pel, and would put out the light of theGofpel; 
they ate theChildren of the Devil ; the firft- 
born of Hell; they do their Fathers work, oh. 
8.41, 44. They that hate the light are the Chil- 
dren of the Devil;their deeds are evil, Foh. 3.20. 
They carry the Devils mark upon their fore- 
head ; whereverthey go upand down, to fay 
there goes the Devils Children, there goes an 

‘Heir of Hell. 

Again, They are Soul-murtherers ; wast do 
unt 
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hunt Souls, and fhed the blood of Souls; Ezek.’ 
13. 30. As well as they that hinder the Gofpel of 
Life, as they that bring in fae Doéttines, and 
feed perfons with Lies, and occafion death : 
They that ftarve mens Souls as well as they that 
poyfon them, both‘areSoul-murtherers: They 
fight againft Chriftin Heaven: They goup and 
down with drawn Swords pointed againft Chrift 
in Heaven. O bloody wretches! that have 
murthered Chrift on Earth, and now would 
killhim in Heaventoo, 4fts.9. 4. Saul, Saiil, 
Why perfecuteft thou me,? O Souls! °tis a fearful 
thing to oppofe and perfecute the Miniftery of 
the Gofpel; for allthe blood of allthe Saints, 
from the beginning of the world to this day, fhall 

upon theit heads, Math. 23. 35. © ’tisa 
fat thing tolye under the blood of one perfon; 
but to have all the blood of all the Saints in the 
world tolye upon the head of a poor Creature: 
O what will that Soul do? That Soul will go 
to Hell with a vengeance, and lye tumb- 
ling uuder the wrath of God to all Eter- 
hity. Thus much ofthe Second Inference. 


CHAP.* XXIV. 


Shéwing the poor and lamentable State of 
‘all Chriftle{s Souls. 


F there are ich vaft and unfearchable ttéa- 
furesin Chrift, tendered to finners in the 
Gofpels Hence fee then the peor and lamen- 
: Ya.) table 


i 


pt ae The Beft Treafure, Or, 


table {tate of all thofe Souls that are without 


Chrift. O they are very beggerly Souls that 
are Chriftlefs Souls: Asthey that are far from 


the Sun, muft needs be far from Light and — 
Heat; fotheythat are far from Chrift, muft. 


needs be far from true Riches : He that hath not 
a Title tothe Field, bath none to the Treafure 
thatlies init: Ale that hath the Son hath Life, he 
that hath not the Son hath not Life. The Character 
of Laodiceais the complexion of all Chriftlefs 
Souls: They are. Wretched, Miferable, Poor, 
Blind, and Naked, Rev. 3. 17- They are aliens 
from the Common Wealth of cael, ftrangers to the 
Covenant of promife, withont God, and without 
hope, Eph. 2. 12, They have none of Chrifts per- 
fonal, or purchafed treafures to enrich them: 
They have no right tohis Perfon, and fo none 
tohis Excellency : His glorious Attributes fig- 
nifiesno good atall to them. His moft preci- 
ous and fweet difpofitions, befpeaks little 
comfort to them: What Chrift hath done and 
fuffered, imports no advantege to them: Chrift- 
lefs finners are like beggers, or like poor per- 


fons fhut out of the Rich mans door, that have. 


Charity lock’d up from them; tillthey come to 
Chrift, neither himfelfnor his is theirs; they 
have not any part of bis fulnefs:» No Treafures 
of Juftification, Pardon, and Peace, are im- 
parted'to them: No Riches of Sanctification 
aremade overtothem: NoTreafures of Grace, 
orGlory, are the Unbelievers intereft ; there- 


fore he muft needs bea pitiful poor Soul: Yea, 


all the Symptoms of Poverty are upon Chrift- 
lefs finners. To namea fewof them. i 
a? irlt, 


— 
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Firft, A poor Perfonisa very needy perfon: 
He is fullof wants; ever and anon in diftrefs, 
and extremities; always deftitute : Poor and 
needy are Synonimous terms, J/4.41.17. When 
othe poor and needy feek Water. So it is with Chrift- 
lefs Souls, their neceflities are many; their 
wants are more than can be numbred: They 
want Wifdom, Light, Grace, Glory, every 
good thing: Nothing truly good is imparted to 
thera: Their unbeliefimars all the mercies given’ 
tothem : Tothe unbelieving Soul every thing is un- 
clean,defiled, Tit. 1.15. Vheir unre generacy o- 
verturns all their mercies. -Ah! They want 
eyes to fee whatis lacking inthem, and=hence 
*tisthey go up and down fo fecure: They 
want Eyes to fee, Ears to hear, a mouth to 
f{peak, Legsto go, and Hands to Labour: they 
want Life, and every good thing: And being 
Aliens from the Common-wealth of Jfrael, 
ftrangersto the Covenant of promife, and alie- 
nated from the Life of God; mult needs be mi- 
ferably poor. -- 

Secondly, Poor Perfons as they are needy,and 
their wants great, fo they have nothing of their 
own to fupply them: A poor man may want 
Bread 5 buthis Cupboard doth not afford sit : 


He may fee his wants, but hathno money inhis - 


purfe, no treafure to repair them, they..are 
poor that haveno Eftates ; no Barns-floar.to.go 
to; no Lands,-no Livings, no money, to help 
them in time of ftraits: Chriftlefs Souls are 
inthis fenfe poor alfo: They have nothing to 
fupply their wants, to relieve them, in their 
neceflities: Their own Treafures are totally ex- 
9 hauft- 
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hanfted by fin: Where the fountain is: feal- 
ed, the Cifterns are dry: When the Creator 
will not help, the Creature cannot, Angels 
cannot, willnothelp: Scriptures can impart 
no comfort to them, whiles out of Chrift ; 
Where Chrift fhuts his door, no good thing gets 
out to fuch Souls: They are naked ‘of all thofe 
advantages that might enrich them, ftript of 
thofe Confolations that. might chear and re- 
frefh them - Where hall we go? fays the Difci- 
ples to Ghrift, Fob: 6. 68. $o may poor finners 
fay: Where [hall we go? they are like the Le- 
persthat fate without the Gate of Samaria, rea- 
dy to Famifh, and knew not what todo, 2 Kings 
7. 3. This is the cafe of Chriftlefs Souls - They 
may have of the fat things of this Life, but 
not a jor of the Everlafting bills reacheth 
them. 

Thirdly, Poor men ufually fare hard; they 
are much ftraitnedin their refrefhments ; they 
feed oniean things, very low dyet, Bread and 
Water isgreat chear with them: When the 
Prophet was reduc’d toa ftate of poverty, he 
was fed’ with Bread and Water, 1 Kings 18. 4: 
Yea, fometimes worfe fare , asthe Prodvgal fed 
on Hnsks ; nay, glad to have it, he looked for 
fome that’ would give it, Luk. 15.16. Nay, 
fometimes feed upon Doves dung; yea their 
owiAeth; 2 Kings 6.25. O the mean, hard ‘fare 
poor perions are brought to in a ftate of Pover- 
ty’; they gomany times with hungry’ Bellies : 
Poor people fometimes with Lazarus would 
be glad of the Crumbs that fall from rich 
mens Tables, Luke 16.21, Such is the fea od 
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‘Chriftlefs Souls; their fare is bad, and very 
courfe: They live upon the Carrion, the ftink- 
ing Excrements of fin, They feed upon their 
Lufts ; their fweeteft draughts are (with Darius) 
dirty Waters: As the Children of God feed on © 
holinefs, tis meat and drink to do their Fa- 
thers will; {othe pleafures of fin are the dain- 
ties, and {weet-meats of Chriftlefs Souls: The 
forbidden Fruit isthe beft chear fuch have: No 
Tree in the garden pleafeth them fo well’as the 
Tree of Knowledge of good and evil. . O fuchis 
the meat and drink of finners, they feed upon 
their own dung; yea, they are fed with Judg- 
ment, whiles Saints eatthe daintics, the mat- 
row and fat things of Chrifts Table : They eat 
the Bone, when the Children feed onthe Fleth> 
Sinners come to Ordinances, and eat up Bran; 
whiles the Children feed upon the fineft of the 
Wheat; they have but the fhell and outfide of 
Ordinances, when gracious Souls eat the kernel 
and infide fweetnefs: The Friends of Chrift 
feed upon hidden Manna, when finners fill their 
{tomachs with husks, yea, gravel: The appoint- 
ments of Chrift yield no fweetnefs to them+ 
Their Ear doth not try words, their Palate hath 
loftitstafte; it cannot difference {weet Waters 
from bitter , the Language of Canaan from’the 
language of Afbded: Inftitutions from Superfti- 
tion: ?Tisall oneto them what is preached : 
The pure ftrains of Gofpel truths is no other to 
them; than the dull methods ofdead preaching, 
juicy meat and dry Bones isallaliketothem ; 
O they are poor indeed that fare fo hard: If 
Hypocrites feed onany thing ’tisbut a ane 
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if they have comforts, ’tis but ftollen Waters, 
when they awake they areempty ftill: Let the 
fare be never fonourifhing, the choiceft privi- 
ledges they prove not by ; they are ill favour’d 
Souls, and fook gaitly. 

Fourthly, Poor Men have ufually mean ¢cloath- 
ing, fo Fobathe Baptifts low eftate in the World 
was fet forth by his habit, Atark 1. 6.\And John 
wets cloathed with Camels Hair, and with the gir- 
dle of a skin about his Loynes: A plain and lordid 
habit, as Calvin calls it: Ab omni urbano nitore & 
Liana remotis ; A man far from a Court-like 
neatnefs, either in habit or apparel, but in a 
poor and ruftick attire, not burrhat 7ehn might 
have been better cloathed 5 he was the Son of 
Zacharias the Prieft, but taking on him the ftate 
of Poverty, he cloathed himfelf accordingly : 
Poor Men are badly clad, fob 31. 19. Some- 
timcs they go inrags, as Soloman faies, Pre. 23. 
21. Drowfinefs will cloath a manin rags: \t notes 
the Poverty that flothful Perfons are brought 
into, when Fames would difcribea poor man, he 
fets him forth ascloath’d in vile rayment, Fam. 
2° 2. And there come in a poor manin vile rayment,- 
ey purned eSics, dirty bafe cloaths + The fame 
word that isrendred filthly garments, Zach. 3. 
3- Is the drefs of poor men: So Chriftlefs Souls 
are very poor, they go in mean rayment, they 
are naked, the Spirit of God tells the Church 
+ af Lacdices fo, Rev. 3. 17, 18. Till Souls be 
~ cloathed with the white rayment of Chrift?s: 
Righteoufnefs, they be naked, and their fhame 
appears; they have nothing to cover their na- 
kednefs from the fi i of God, Beige and 

aints: 
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Saints : They goin poor rayment; their gar- 
ments are wehs of their own weaving, and their 
works are their covering. They are cloath’d 
with{hame, and cover’d with Confufion as with 
aMentle, Pfz. 109. 29. what fad rayment do 
Sinners go in !Saints are cloathed with whiteRay- 
ment, and beautiful through Chrifts comelin-fs 5 
adorn’dwith his Graces, beipangled in his Jewels; 
they goup and down in richAttire: But fioners 
lyein fordid attire,cloath’d with vile Rayment. 

Fifthly, Poor men vfually have but bad Lodg- 
ing; They commonly live in mean Houfes ; lit- 
tle Cottages: They fometimes dwell inthe duft, 
Pfa. 113.7. He raifeth the ‘poor out of the duff, 
and lifteth the needy out of the dunzhill; So the 
Propnet J/aiah deicribes a poor man, as one 
thar is caft out, Jfa.58. 7. Tht poor that be caft 
out: Otheir Lodingishard 5 chey do not {pread 
themfelves on Beds of tvory;, nor lye on Cloth 
of Tapeftry : Therich have their ceiled Houfes, 
fair dwellings. Fhe poor many times: their 
Cottages are ina Wildernefs, and Houfes that 


drop through. So ’tis with Chriltlefs Souls 5. 


they have poor Lodgings ; when Saints Lodge 


in the bofom of Chrift,tuey lye'in the Arms of .— Hy 


‘Devils : They lic upon’ Thorns. yeas 
Spears, that will pierce them thorough: 
They lye upon Stones; the Earth is their 
Bed, they are Earthy Souls, and lodge .in the 


very bofome ofthe world: They dwell inha- 
bitations of cruelty ; they lyein Graves: Sothe* -» 


Prophet, when hefpeaks of the Fews dead in 
fin before Coverfion, he defcribes them to bein 
their-Grayes, Ezek. 37.12. Dead meet 4 

ike 
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like Lazarus, bound with a Napkin in their 
Graves, job. 11.44. Othere’s your Bed Souls, 
if out of Chrift , there you lye kept tillthe day 
of Judgment ; held Prifoners till a call comes to 
bring you to the Bar of Chrift. O your lodging is 
mean indeed! Saints dwellinGod, Pf. o1. 1, 
9. their habitation isinthe City of God, Eph. 
2.19. But all Chriftlefs finners lye without a- 
mongft Devils; they dwell on pinacles, and 
live uponthe borders of death every moment,a- 
mong{tDogs,amoneft the unclean;O fee their ha- 
bitation,and the place where their honour dwell- 
eth,Rev.22.15.. Without are dogs,and Sorgerers,and 
Whoremongers, and Méurtherers, and Idolaters, and 
whofoever loveth and maketh a lye. Lhefe arethecom- 
pany Chriftlefs Souls lodgewith ; they are turn’d 
outof doors: O; fad, doleful ftateindeed ! 
Sixthly, Another Character of a poor man is 
this: Poor menare Friendlefs, Pro. 19. 4 Wealth 
maketh many friends, butthe poor 1s feparated from 
his Neighbour. Every man feeketh the Rulers 
Favour; every mans Cap, and Hand, and 
Knee, andallisforthem; But the poor man, 
his very Neighbour comes now to leave him, - 
whowashis Friend whiles in profperity : When 
Rich men fit down. in places of Honour, 
poor men muft ftand at the Feet, Fam. 2. 3. 
They are fure to find few Friendsto own them, 
to pity, and help them! So Chriftlefs Souls are 
friendlefs ;. they have notrue Friends in Heaven 
or Earth : Thofe that feem to flatter them, are 
not Friends but Foes; they rather wound them 
and drawtheminto mifchief;. whiles they tye itt 
their blood there’s no eye to pity them, hi 
_ do 
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do any of thefe things for them, Ezek. 16.5 
Nohand to help them, to wath, falt, and {wad- 
die them, ver. 4.9. lf the Father. of Bowels 
fhut up his pity, Creatures can extend but little; 
whiles they reject the good Samaritane, none 
that pafleth by regards them. Jf God will not 
withdraw his anger, the proud helpers da floop under 
him, Fob 9.13. 1f God be angry, who can be- 
friend us? O finner; If God frown; what is the 
love of Creatures?» O thy cafevis doleful, thou 
thou art a poor Soul indeed, , ‘that ,azt out of 
Chrift; if he wound, none can heal, Fob V1. 
10.]f he cut off, or out up,or gather together mene can 
binder him. Chriftlefs Souls are like a Gangreen 
member, in danger of being cutoff if a fudden 
cure benot found: and who then! can befriend 
them ? wherethe Lord of hofts is a Friend,Grea- 
tures are Friends. And where he is:-an Enemy, 
Creatures are Enemiesteo.; If God -be in Cove- 
nant with a Soul,| the Creatures are in Cove- 
nanttoo. Andif God beagainfta Soul, all his 
armies fight againft that Soul too-/O finners, 
who can befriend you? fuppofe-you have Rich 
kindred, great acquaintance, what. can they 
do at the Bar of God for you? They will not 
goto the Judgment feat of Chrift, and fpeak 
for you there. ) 

- Seventhly, A poormanis one that is. lightly 
efteemed : This Dawd gives as a Teftimony of 
a mean ftate ; when fome were {ent to treat with 
him) about a match with Sawl’s daughter; he 
modeftly puts it off. . Who I, fays he, Lama 
poor man, and lightly efteemed, % Sam. 18.23, . 
The word is contemptible, of little, little worth, 

| Rich 
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Rich men are fire of honour; but the poor are 
_ little regarded: Great perfons are Courted, 
when the poorare fleighted, .paffed by, little 
_ efteemed. » So’tis with Chriftlefs Souls:, They 
are lightly efteemed: Godhatha very low ac- 
countofthem: The ungodly in Gods account 
are like the Chaff the Wind drives away, Pfa. - 
1.4. Soare the wicked, let them be what they 
will, in greateft dignity here below; -they are 
‘glittering ftars inthe worlds Eye, but falling 
Comets in God’s account: Themighty King of 
Babylon being a wicked man, God accounts 
him butan abominable Branch, J/a. 14.19. So 
Chrift calls proud Hered, a Fox, Luk.13. 32. 
God reckons them as broken Pitchers : ‘Wicked 
Coniah is asa broken Veflel in whom is no plea- 
fure, Fer. 22/28. No more doth God reckon of 
wicked men, though under all the grandure of 
the World : Angels do not regard them: They 
donot account-them worth theircompany, and 
attendance : The Saints are guarded by Angels ; 
but wicked men are let alone: Angels are Mini- 
{tring Spirits to the Heirs of Salvation ; not to 
the Heirs of Hell, they have no charge at all, 
to watch over them; but to fight againft them - 
They are fet inbattel array againftthem, good 
men cannot regard wicked men ;' let them be 
never fo high’ and honourable: Though they 
give everyman hisdue, yet they cannot weigh 
them in the ballance of the Sanctuary as any 
thing: They had rather converfe with a poor 
Saint, than with the greateft perfons in the 
world, ifwicked, 2. Kings 3. 14. And Elifha 
faid, As the Lord of hofts liveth, before ve i 
, an 


the Unfearchable Riches of Chrift. 333 


ftand, Surely were it not that I regarded the pre- 
Jence of Jehothaphat King of Judah, I would not 
look, toward thee, nor fee thee. So lightly efteem- 
ed are wicked menin the Eyes of God, Saints 
and Angels. . 
Laftly, A poor man is liable to dangers and 

fufferings ; he hath no might againft the mighty, 
but lies open to the injuries and oppreffions of 
thofe that are above him, Amos 4.1. Hear ye this 
word ye kine of Bafhan, which opprefs the poor which 
crujh the needy: Poor menlye under the feet of 
the potent, andare fubject totheir Tiranny: On 
tee oppreffors fide ts power, andon the oppreffeds fide 
are tears, Eccl.4.1. SoChriftlefs Souls are under 
the ruling power of Satan, and taken Captive by 
him at hiswill,27im.2.26.They have no defence a- 
gainft the ftroaksofJudgment;’tis eafie withGod 
to crufh them every moment ; they no have pow- 
er to fecure themfelves from ruining vengeance, 
wicked menare no more match for God than 
Bryars and Thorns, J/z.27.4. Yea they can no 
more refift him than the ftubble can the fire, 
Mal.4.1. Ofinner, thou art a miferable Cai- 
tiffindeed! O fee thy poverty, let this ftain thy 

lory ; Ofinner, look aboutthee, whiles thou 
hafta little time : Art thou wilting to die fo 
poor? O ’tisnot Houfes,nor Lands,nor Money, 
nor Friends, can minifter comfort to thee then ; 
Oshow wilt thou doto live for ever, if thou haft 
none of Chrifts tryed Gold. 

So much of the Third Inference. 
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CH AP. XXV=- 
Wherein Chrift is fet forth to finners, as a4 
_ Match worthy of their choice, in regard 
of the excellency of his Eftate: The 
amiablene[s of his Perfor: His lovely 
Difpofitions and other Confiderations to 
win the‘ hearts of finners to be looking 
after this lovely Fefus. 


F there are fuch vaft treafures in the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift; then this will follow hence : 
That the Lord Jefus Chrift is worth the looking 
after by perifhing fimners. O what a match is 
Jefus Chrift for undone finners 5 could they but 
obtain him, how happy would they be for ever; 
this is a principal thing ina woefs eye, toget a 
rich match; O Souls you cannot get a better 
match than: Jefus Chrift, ‘there’s none like 

him. 
Firft, In point of Riches:/O let me commend | 
the Lord Jetus Chriftto you upon the account 
ofhis wealth : Sintiers, if you would havea rich 
Husband, there’s none forich asChrift ¢ He is 
wonderfully rich; ifyou but confider the Na- 
tureand number of his riches If ‘you obfetve © 
the verity and variety of his treafares s Ifyou 
weighthe kind or degree of his fubftance, you 
will fay he is exceeding rich : Take him pofitive- 
ly, orcomparatively, he is vaitly rich he is 
really fo, and-fuperlatively fo: The worlds 
trea. 
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treafures are but fhadows: But he hath fub- 
{tance ; true folid fubfifting treafures, Pro, 8. 
21. That I may caufethem that love me to inherit 
Subftance, and I will fil their treafures. Chrift?s 
Gold is tryed Gold, that which can bear the 
hardeft touch, and abide the fire: And he is 
fuperlatively rich, none like him: 7ob was a 
rich man, but histiches were limitted within 
the Confines of a Countrey - He was the rich- 
eft, not inall the world, but of all the men 
of the Eaft, 7ob 1.3. But Chrift is richeft of 
all: Allthe Men and Angelsin Heaven and Earth 
put together cannot vyetreafures with Chrift - 
What was faid of the vertuous woman is true of 
Chrift, heexcels themall, Pro. 31.29. O fin. 
ners, would you havea rich match, caft your 
eyeson Jefus Chrift: He hath a very taking 
Eftate, that willbe wonderful attractive upon 
your hearts if rightly fet. I hall thew in a few 
particulars what an Eftate Chrift hath. 

Firft, Itisafair Eftate, exceeding large and 
fall; *tis incomprehenfible, and paft finding 
out, both as to his perfonal, and purchafed 
Treafure: It is in heighth, depth, length, 
breadth, pafling knowledge, as hath been fhewn 
atlarge, Epb.3. 18, 19. Chrifts Eftate is as 
large as himfelf is, and he is paft finding out + 
Whocan fearch out the Almighty to perfeEion? Fob 
11.7. All mens Eftates lie here in the lower 
world, within the meafure ofa {pot of ground: 
But Chrift’streafure fills Heaven and Earth: 
‘Phe Heavens, yeathe Heaven of Heavens are 
his, Neh.9. 6. The Lord jefus Chrift is rich e- 
Very way confidered ; Heisrich in inheritance: 


Heir 
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Heir of all things, Heb. 1.2. Heis rich in Jew- 
els, he hath abuadance of choice Jewels; he 
hatha day on pu'pofe to make. up his Jewels, 
Mal. 3.17. Heisrichinmanfionstoo, Fob. 14. 
2. Inmy Fathers Houfe are many manfionss A man- 
fion for every Heir of Glories: O how many 
Houfes hath this Heir ofall chings 2? How many 
dwelling places in Glory? Heis rich in Crowns 
and Thrones: We account that man rich that 
hath twoor three Kingdoms; But Jefus Chrift 
hatha multitude of Crowns: A Crown for every 
Subject, Aa. 9. 28. Every faved Soul is a 
Crowned King, or fhall be fo to all Eternitie, 
Rey. 1.6. Every overcoming, Soul fhall fic on 
Thrones; and every one. wearing a Crown of 
Glorie, 1 Pet.5.4. Owhata vaft Potentate is 
Jefus Carift: Allche Angels in Heaven cannot 
draw an inventory of Chrilts Eftate, fonumber- - 
lefs are his Treafures: He that hath fo many 
millions of Saints,and can give every one of them 
a Kingdom : O how rich muft this Lord be ? O 
finners think what a rich Jointure Chrift can 
make you; he can fettlean Eftate upon you in- 
deed. Owi!l you EfpoufeChrift, he.hatha fair 
Eftate indeed. 

Secondly, Chrift hath a free. Eftate : Some 
men may have large Eftaces,but many Mortgages 
and debts uponthem ; but Chrift’s Eftate is all 
free; no debts lics on Chrift to leflen his Eftate 5. 
whatever he gives to the whole Creation, doth 
no way leflen his Riches; likethe Sin, whate- 
ver light it imparts to the World, or Inferiour 
Luminaries, doth not exhaust or diminifh it’sOri- 
ginal {plendour, all that the Rivers emptie pen 
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the Sea, do not leffen it, but repay its bounty 
by a retribution of all thofe receptions ; fo what- 
ever contributions come from Chriftto men, it 
doth not leflen his ability to give to his people: 
The more Abraham gaveto his Sonsby Keturah, 
the lefs he had for J/azac: But Chrift’s liberality 
and Obligations do not diminifh his treafure ; - 
Chrift’s whole Eftate comes to every Believer, 
every faved Soul hath a whole Chrift full of 
Grace and Glory. 


Thirdly, Chrift hatha fure Eftate, exceeding 
fafe; there’s no defrauding of his Spoufe, no 
pre-mortgagetotake it away: If Chrift’s Life 
could not be taken from him without his con- 
fent, when he was Mediatour, ob. 10. 18. 
Then all the Eftate he hath purchafed with his 
blood is unremoveable ; the Father hath given 
it, whois greater thanall, and in whofe hands 
Believers are put, and their Eftates fecured for 
them: All new-Covenant. promifes are fure, as 
you have heard, part of whichis the inheritance 

-of the Saints. This Eftate is fure both by dona- 
tion and purchafe: The Father hath givenChrift 
and all that is his to Believers, J/4.5 5.4.1 have gi- 
ven him to be a witnefs to the people, a leader and com- 
mander to the people: This fhews the certainty 
and truth of this Covenant which is confirmed in 
Chrift, whom the Father hath given and made o- 

ver to Believers to be theconfirmation of his 
promifes. ’Tisconfirm’d by purchafe; he hath 
bought and paidfor’t ; he went and fold all to 
get this pearl ; he parted with his Life, Blood, 
Glory, his All, to oI Eftate for ad : 

d he 
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The Father hath received every Farthinig of the 
money, and gives him an acquittance’ under 
his hand, declares before men and Angels, that 
Chrift ows him nothing forailthe whole Eftate 
he hath purchas’d for Believers, Adar 3. 17. 
This is my beloved Sonin whom Law well pleafed: O 
tis: afure Eftate. A: conveyance is made of it 
to Chriit in the behalf of Relievers, Ifa. 40. 
8. Adath. 28. 18. All power is put into the hands 
of Chrift: The Deeds are drawn, and inter- 
changeably fealed between theFather and theSon, 
thatthe Eftateis firm and fare to all Believers - 
Nay the {cifure and delivery is given, and Chrift 
hath taken polfleflion of it, and heis entered’ in- 
tothe Heavens in the behalf of Believers, and 
all tomakethis fure. O finners will you efpoufe 
Heil,and let go Jefs Chrift,whois Heir of Life, 
andGlory,that hath fuch a fare Eftate for you? 
Fourthly, He hath a furable Eftate: Let a 
manhavea fair, free, and fure Eftate, yet if it 
be. not futable to his quality, neceflities; and 
defires, *tis unfatisfying : But Chrift’s Eftate is e- 
very way futable both to himfelf, and to his 
Bride: He hath a large-inheritance futable for 
his dignity, and-tohis Spoufes quality: Chrift 
having finifhed his. work on Earth, being 
‘about to drink che laft draught of the Cup; he 
comes and treats withthe Father about his re: 
ceiving, and ’tis Glory futable to his quality 4 
© Father glorifie thou me with thy felf, with the 
Slory which I had with thee before the World was, 
Job. 17.1. to ver. 5. Ounreafonable Souls,that 
defpife Chrift; O finners! had youever facha 
Dover fteod at your ok No, nor ahh 
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have the like, if you refufe this Jefus- Yea, *tig 
a futable Eftate to his Spoufé too: ?Tis 4 fit 
joynture for the Kings Daughter, fufficent’ to - 
Maintain her Immortality, and Glory, Luk: 22: 
29. appoint unto you a Kingdom: Nowa King- 
dom is a futable ftate to a Kings Daughter: O 
Souls ! will you fall in Love with Cbrift ? he hath 
Crowns, Throfes, a Kingdom of Glory for you. 
Then ’tis an Eftate futable to your néceflities 
too : There’s enough in Chrift to fpend upon; 
and maintain you bravely, richly, here add for 
éver: Ofinners, will you match with Chrift ? 
whatever youneedisinhim. Ady God thal fup- 
ply all you wants, Phil. 4. 19. Ifa Kingdom’ will 
do it, you fhall not wantit: Ifa Crown of Glo- 
rywill make you bappy and blefled you fhail 
not want it; his Eftate is fullaefs that filleth all in 
all, Eph. 1.23. O Believer, it may be thou want- 
eft Bread, Cloaths, Money, and thou gécft 
up and down dejected, fad, full’of fears: But 
haft thon efpoufed Chrift ? Oconfider thou haft 
A fullnefs,O what a valt Eftate hath Jefus Chrift 
for thee. Sinners, your wants are many, 
more then you know, God only knows yons 
wants, Sinners, yet chere’s enough in Chrift’s 

Eftate and Patrimony to. fupply themall. _ 
Then ’tis futablealfo to thei defires.” Sin- 
ners defires'are large; O what wandring things 
are the defires; perfons may défire things to the 
utmoft ends of the Earth, which they’ camiéc 
get: But all that the Believer rationally: de- 
fires, Chrift’s Eftate can fatislic: He will fulfill 
the defires of them that fear him, Pfa. 145-19. 
Yea; tisabové their defires: Defire as muchas 
BZ 2 thow 


thaddow, Cant. 2.3. how much more to them 
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t hou canft, Chrift’s Eftateis above thy defires, 
Pro. 3-15. Owhatatreafure then is Chrift : 
it fills every chink of the Believers defires, 
with an overplus: 'Tis more than°can be 
defired. Satan 
Fifthly, ’Tis a pleafant Eftate, Pfz. 16. 6. 
The lenes are fallen to me ina pleafant place, yea, 
I havea goodly herritage. The Chaldee renders 
it in fweetnefs, others delightful place: A 
great Eftate if it be not well fcituated, and 
dye not in a pleafant place, is nothalffocon- 
tentful ; but Chrifts Eftate is well {cituated 5 it 
hath all confiderations and circumftances that 
may make itdefirable. Canaan, that was a type 
of it, is cal’dthe pleafant Land, Fer. 3. lo.’ Tis 
in the Original, the land of defires: So the Be- 
lievers portion that is prepared for him by 
Chrift ; ‘tisa Land of defires;, an Inheritance of 
beauty and Glory: Chrifts Riches are very 
recious and pleafant Riches, Pro.24.4. And 
"y knowledge fhall the Chambers be filled with all 
precious and pleafant Riches.- Rare,as the word 
imports; delighting Riches: The whole pof-. 
fellions of Chrift are pleafant, the way to it is 
pleafant, Pro. 3.17. The borders of Chrifts in- 
tereft are made with pleafant ftones, J/a.§4. 12. 
Lind all thy borders of pleafant ftones. The firft, 
fruits of Chrift’s harveft is all pleafure and 
delight, much morethe lump ; the maintenance 
he allows his Children here in the way is delight- 
ing, much more the Eftate referved at the 
Journeysend. The Fruits that fall from this 
‘Treeof Life is fweet tothofe that fit under its 
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that climb, and cropthe pleafant fruits thereof. 
‘Their drink is pleafant, Pial. 36. 8. Thox fhalt 
make them drink of the Rivers of thy pleafures. And 
‘at Jaft he brings them to his Right Hand, where 
are pleafuresfor evermore, Pfal. 16. 11. 

Sixthly, It isa peaceful ftate, not liable to 
contefts and controverfies, as mens Eftates 
oft-times arehere -'- Aman may have a great E- 
ftate, but itmay be a litigious Eftate : It may 
occafion many Law Suits aboutit - But it is not 
fo in Chrift’s Eftate: °Tis a peaceful Eftate ; 
ho Wars grow out of this Eftate: Chrifts Coun- 
trey is: called Salem: The Land of peace, Pfa. 
96. 2. And he*is The King of Salem; The King of 
Peace, Heb.'7. 1. His Kingdom is Righteoufnefs, 
and Peace, and Foy in the holy Ghoft, Rom.14. 17, 
Heis their peace, Eph.2.14. in him they fhall have 
peace, Fob. 16. 3 3. His very Doctrine are words 
of peace, Eph. 2.17. Hecame to guide our feet 
into the way of peace, Luke 1.79. He came and 
Preached Peace: O what a blefled Eftate hath 
Chrift ; whatalovely Lord is Chrift: He be- 
queaths peace tohis people: Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I-give unto you, fob. 14. 272 
They have peace with God who Efpoufe this 
Chrift, Rom. 5.1. Peace with Saints and An- 
gels, Col. 1. 20. Peace with Confcience too, 
Phil. 4.9. Heb. 10,22 TheFruits of the Spirit 
is Peace, Gal. 5.22. His Riches: have no for- 
row annexed with them. 

7thly,It isa perpetualEftate: An inheritance that 
fadeth nov away,referved inHeaven,1 Pet.1.4.Chrifts 
Riches are durable Riches, aged Riches, ftrong, | 
folid, Riches: Opes denfz,that is multe & firma, 
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fays Mercer, they are. great,ftabie Riches, Pro. 
3.1 8.Riches and Honour are with me,yea durable Rich- 
es and Righteon{nefs. His Gold is not liable to rat. 
°Tisfaid of the Cedar,worms will not breed in it 
fure there’s no worm in Ghrilt’sTreafure:O Souls, 
*tis a latting Eftare: That neither time nor 
charges cau walt nor weaken: All the Saints 
{pending upon it to all Eternity, never detracts 
fromit: Chrifts Treafures are like the deep 
waters, or like the bottomlefs Ocean, thar 
cannot be exhaufted; his treafure will laft 2s long 
as God, the Sotsl, and Eternity lafts, which is for 
ever, forever, forever. Some men have out- 
liv’d their Leafes and their Eftates,and have feen 
amend of their Houfes and Riches; but the 
Spoule ofChrif can never out-live her jointure,it 
jaits to all Eternity. . 
Laftly, Lisa pofleit eftate: Some may have 
great eftates, but it is in reverlion, they may 
Jook long for it, as fome Heirs do all their days - 
But Chrifts Eftate is all in his own hand, ‘tis 
actually made over to him by the Father, and 
polleffion given him when he fate down at the 
‘Right handof God, Heb.1 3. He hath actually 
obtained this Inheritance with the Fruits of it, 
Heb. 1. 4.{And is actually invefted with this glo- 
ry, Heb. 2.7. This finners is the Eftate of thar 
Belovedthat istendered to you in the Gofpel 
for your choice; heis very wealthy, he hath a 
fair, free, fure, futable, pleaiant, peaceful, 
perpetual pofleflion 5 an Eftate you cannot fpend 
or cOmprehend ; an Inheritance you cannot lofe 
or out-live:riches that will not cloy,not clog yc us 
a portion that cannot be out-vy’d or eh 
; ey . * Come 
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Come view the Rentals of hisLands, the Inven- 
tory of his Goods, and fee what a rich match 
Chrift is, there’s none likehim;, where can you. 
mend your penny-worths? all the world, no nor 
thetleaven ofHeavens can yield you {uch another 
bargain. Feb 28. ver. 13. Gc. Man knoweth 
not the price thereof. the gold and the Chryjfal 
cannotequalit, and the exchange of it {hall not be for 
Fewels of fine gold, cc. Then Jelas Chrift is 
worth a looking after if he be fo rich as the 
Sctipture reports him to be, and [ prefume 
you queftion not therrurhofrhis tefimony. O 
flight not this bargain which willmake you hiap- 
py toall Eternity;if wealeh will pleafe you fere’s 
enough, what fay you ? Have you ally objeCbien. 
againit his eftate? If not; what ftick youate 
Secondly, Doft thou diflike his perfea ye 
Then it arguesthou kaoweft him not; forhe « 2° 
is altogether Lovely, the chiefeft of ten thon. 
fands: The faireit of the Chi!dren of Men: O 
come, behold theLamb of Gad : Look upon this. 
glorious fehovali Chritk +O fee his Perfaual Ex- 
cellency, and it will allure you, andinviteyott — 
to come tohim:-he is the brightnef of his Fathi ts 
Glory, and the exprefs image of his Fathers Per 
fon, Heb. 1, 3. Sinners look well upon him, 
view him from top to toe 3 there is no blemish in 
him: O he is the moft exquifite one, his perfecti- 
ons are enough to pleafe you, his beauty fafici- 
ent to allure you: Sce his excellent lineaments; 
the fweet proportion of every part : O how 
lovely is Chrift to the believing eye, in regard 
ofhis Perfon. Confider his Natures, God Man 
{weetly concentringin an intimate and Eternal 
3 . Z 4 - Union, 
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Union, perfect God, perfect Man in one perfon: 


O wherecan you efpy {uch an object! fure he is - 


a Non-fuch , none like him in Heaven, none like 
him on Earth, in regard of his Perfonal Glory as 
Mediatour, God Man’: look over his Characters 
that his friends have given him 5 See in that 
Book of Cant. Chap. 5. How the Spoufe difplays 
him, and you will find hima beautiful Perfon, 
ver. it. tothe end, His headis as the moft fine 
geld: His Wifdom andGovernment is'moft pure, 
folid and excellent ; His locks are bufhy and 
black, as a Raven : Which notes not only 


his love linefs, but his ftrength and vigour . 


he hath his radical moyfture, his vital heat : 
He is ftrong, his vigour abides with him ; he 
hath ftrength fufficient for all his undertakings, 
andhe is able to go through what he fets his hand 
unto; he is {trong, vigorous, and fpritely. His 
eyesare as the eyes of doves by theRivers of Waters,wa- 
fhed with Milk, and fitly fer.His light is quick, and 
perfect, his underftanding is infinite-HisCouufels 
areholy,and confiftent,all well fet,his decrees,his 
’ purpotes, all methodically ordered and fixed - 


His looks are gracious, his afpects lovely, ena- - 


mouring the eyes ofthemthat behold him. O 
fuch a lovely Chrift is tendred to Sinners ;O 
Tknow not howto fet him forth to your capaci- 
ties, he is a moft taking object indeed. Ais 
faceis white and ruddy : Emblems of Rich Beauty, 
captivating the eyes, and ravifhing the hearts 


of beholders: The purity of tae divine nature, . 


with the paffions of the humane, and procure. 


~ ments of his Redemption, fets him forth asin- 


finitely amiable in the eyes of Believers. His 
cheeks areas aged of {pices, as fiweet flowers: His 
, ‘grace 
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graces and choice difcoveries of his Excellen- 
cies, doth wonderfully feed and delight the 
Souls of thofe that have acquaintance and fellow- 
fhip with him; his fweet and lovely perfecti- 
ons difcover’d to Believers are likea rich feaft 
that ftay with them - His lips lske Lillies drop- 
ping fweet fmelling Myrrhe : The impartings of 
his wifdom, the droppings of his Doctrine, 
his gracious words, his Holy Communications, 
arefavoury and found, pure and incorruptible, 
they ftrengthen the heart, and heal the Soul of 
thofe that imbrace him: His Doétrine carries 
wonderful ftrength to thofe that are in weak- 
nefs ; how do the words of grace revive the 
fainting hearts of Believers ; his wayes are 
ftrength to the upright, like Myrrhe, they 
make the heart found. His hands are as gold 
rings fet with the Beryl : His works and admini- 
ftrations in the World, are full of order, 
beauty, and excellency : All that he doth in 


Sion and out of Sion, is all holy ; every provi- | 


dence that feems to us fometimes to be unfeafon- 
able, is in infinte wifdom difplay’d by Jefus 
Chrift for the good of his people. His belly,ss 
a5 bright Ivory overlaid with Saphires: His tender 
Bowels, and boundlefs affections to his people, 
are wonderfully lovely and delighting ; they are 
pure, firm, and fixed in their nature, and they 
are Chearing, and enriching in their effects; O 
Chrifts love is not fleeting, *tis firm as Ivory, fet 


with gold, overlaid with Saphires . Ohowrich 


are his affections, what a Treafure to thofe that 
havehim. Ais legs are as Pillars of Marble, fet 
apon fockets of fine gold. The gracious motions 

and 
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and efficacious workings of his Spirit, areex- 
ceeding mighty and glorious ; fullofftrength : 
He hath power to bear up all thofethat follow 
him: His legsare ftcong, he can carry his Lambs 
that are committed to his arms 5 there’s no bur- 
dentoo heavy for Chrift , his loins are ftrong, 
hecan bear what is laid upon him; the weight 
of allthe Saints on Earth is nothing tohim: He 
can carry on all his intendmentsand intereft in 
the World ; hislegs are as Marble, ableto bear 
his Body 3 quick in motion: O whata lovely 
Chrift is this difplay’d in the Gofpel ! Ais coun- 
tenance is as Labanon, excellent as the Cedars ; 
Thofe difcoveries the Lord Jefus Chrift makes 
- of himfelfin his word, and works, are wonder- 
ful taking,exceeding enriching - Chrift’s word is 
fruitfullizing : O when he fpeaks to the hearts 
of his Children, what a deal .of vertue goes 
through his lips, Grace is poured out ofhis lips, 
_ Milk and hony is under his tongue: His appear- 
ances carries excellency, riches and glory with 
them, His mouth is moft fweet, yea he is altogether 
lovely: His difcourfes, the openings of his mind 
is wonderful pleafing : The word of Chrift never 
cloys the fpiritual part. Thus you fee whata 
Perfon  Jefus Chrift is: O Sinners confider his 
beauty 5 O how lovely an object is he! what 
can you obje& againft his Perfon, why you will 

not efpoufe him ? | 
Thirdly, Confider his lovely difpofitions , O 
Sinners will you accept of him ? Heis ofan ex-~ 
cellent Spirit,of a very {weet nature; full of grace 
and goodnefs : His {weet difpofitions have been 
largely opened already, he is full of mercy and 
compaffions, 
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compaffions, meeknels, gentlenefs, patience, 
long-fuffering, flow to anger, ready to forgive, 
great in kindnefs, free and bountiful, of a ge- 
-nerous Spirit ; true and faithful - Sinners, you 
may truft him with your fecrets; you may ven- 
ture your Souls uponhim : He is harmlefs, and 
inoffenfiye; he doth wrong to no man; ris com- 
pany is lovely and deficable : His converfes 
are pleafant and profitable : O what a perfon 
is Chrift! O Sinners, never was fucha one offer’d 
you asChrift is ; why will you nor come untg 
him ? 

Fourthly, Confider his quality and high digni- 
ty, he isno mean Perfon, but a mighty Potentate, 
1 Tim. 6. 15. The fole and only fuperintendenc 
of the whole World, the King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, Rev. 19.16. He hath on his ve- 
Pure and on his thigh a name written, King of Kings 
and Lordof Lords : Heis not only a King, buc 
the King, the only true Potentate from whom 
all others derive their glory,a King not only of 
Men, but of Saints ; not only of Saints, butof 
Angels, of Thrones, Principaliticsand Powers : 
Math. 26. §3. And can command them down - 
now be is in Heaven for the fervice of his elect, 
Hebt, 14, Are they not all Atiniftring Spirits fent 

. forth to Minifter for them who halt be heirs of Salya- 
tiga. O Sinners! {hall this prevail with you to ac- 
cept of him? . 
Fifthly, Take notice ofhis potency: Hehath , 
power as well as honour, AZath. 28. 18. Ail 
things are put uuder his feet, Heb. 2. 8. All 
the Armiesiof Heaven and Earth aredeliver’d 
overto. him: Heis Lord of Holts: He hath 
Be the 
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the Keys of Heaven, Death and Hell: Rev. 1, 
13. Who then can lock out Chrift, or exclude 
him from doing what he pleafeth, feeigg all 
things are at his beck ? He doth whatfoever plea- 
Seth him in Heaven and in Earth, in the Seas and 
in all deep places, Pfa. 435. 6. He fitteth in 
the Heavens, and laughs the Counfels of the 
Potentates to fcorn ; he makes no reckoning of 
their combinations, but derides their ambitious. 
attempts againfthim, Pfz. 2. 4. He fhall pafs 
, thorow and over-flow, and break all their con- 
federacies in pieces, J/a. 8. 8, 9, 10, Letall 
the fubtleties of Hell be woven together, to 
make aweb to catch the intereft of Chrift in ; 
it fhallall be asa fpiders web, that can foon be 
{wept away. Oadmirethe Kingdom of Chrift; 
the glorious power of Chrift ; nothing is too 
hard for him: He hathan abfolute, unlimited 
and uncontroulable power: He is the fupream. 
over all perfons, and all things, inall places, 
Lands, and Countries: O what power hath he! 
not only Authority, but likewile Might, 2 Chro, 
20. 6. Inhis hand there is power and might, and 
none is able to withftand him :O Sinners come a- — 
way to Chrift, he can protett you and defend 
you from dangers. 

Sixthly,Obferve his wifdom too: this is taking 
with fome to havea head that hath intellectuals 
in him, and marty one that hath exquifite parts 
and eminency of knowledge. Now all Treafures 
of wifdomare in him,Col. 3. 3. His judgments 
are unfearchable and paft finding out, Rom. 
11. 33. His judgments, his acts in the World, 
his-Righteous deeds, and the way he takes to 

accomplifh - 
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accomplifh his defigns , O-how wonderful deep 
arethey ! The fpirit of the Lord {hall reft upon him; 
the Spirit of wifdom,and underftanding ,the Spirit of 
Count and might ; the Spirit of knowledge and 
of the fear of the Lord, Ifa. 11. 2. He isof 
quick underitanding, full of judgment ; called 
The wonderful Connfellour, Ifa. 9. 6. The only 
wife God, from whom all wifdom is fetch’d, that 
fills Men and Angels; all the World do light 
their Candles at his Torch: He is the Sun that 
fills the whole Creation with beams: There’s no 
fearching of his underftanding ; he can bring to 
light the hidden things of darknefs': 1Cor. 4. 5. 
He hath eyes can reach where men cannot; he 
can reveal the deep things of God: 1 Cor. 2.10. 
O Sinners, what an excellent jone is Chrift!O 
how worthy of your choice! 

Seventhly, Weigh the glorious and blefled 
effects of your clofing with the Lord Jefus Chrift: 
Sinners, the very day you marry Chrift he will 
pay all your debts, and they are many; he will 
pardon all your fins, blot out all your iniquities, 
remember them no more : He will free you from 
all your Bondages, deliver you from all your 
fears, fecure you from all your dangers; if you 
will but efpoufe him. O the very day you marry 
Chrift he will wipe offall your fhame,and remove 
your reproach: He will heal all your wounds 
and ficknefles, he will begin to heal them im- 
mediately; and never leave till he hath perfect- 
ieared your Souls: He will ftrip off all your 

Ithy garments, andcloath you with broidered 
-rayment; he will advance you to higheft dignity; 
he willliftup your heads above your a 
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He will make you Kings and Priefts ta Gots: 
he will t you in Heavenly places ; he will feal 
your title toa Rich Joynrnre, he will’make fore 
your intéreft to ali the Treafures of Heaven’: 
He will poflefle you with grace, and affure you 
of glory : O finners, is not this argument ¢- 
nough to witl your ‘Souls, atid make you willing 
to accept of fuch a Majefty as Jefus Chrift? 
Fighthly, Sinnezs think upon the greatneis ef 
that Jove the Lord Jefus Chrift bears you : He 
hath good-will towards Men, towards finners, 
asfinners, whilesin their blood; heath a love 
of pity for you : *Tis trie till you clofe with 
Chrift hecan have no love ofacquiefcenfe in you; 
but he hath a love of good-will to your Souls, he” 
hath fo much love for you, as hath made him 
willing. to fhed his blood for you; his love 
brought him down from the Fathers Glory, 
made him willing to drink the dregs of a cup of 
wrath for you;the love of Chrift to Sinners, 
hath fetupa ftanding Miniftery in the World, 


{ent forth multitudes to publifh glad tidings: O 


Sinners, did you but believe this, how attractive 
would it be upon your hearts, to draw you to’ 
Chrift. But if none of thefe arguments will pre- 
vail, let me adde one confideration more. _ 
Laftly, The effects of your refufing Jefus 

Chrift will be dreadful: if you will not accept of 
this propofal; O think what a terrible anfwer 
Chrift will: >nd you: Such fhall not tafte of his 
Supper, Luke 14, 24. Not acrumb that fall from 
this Rich Table of Salvation-chear fhall fall to 
the fhare of that wretched finner. . If-you will 
got have his Perfon you fhall not have i 3g 
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chafe: Be hath fworn in his wrath thefe fhall. 
never enter into his Reft, Heb. 3. 11.0 Gnner! 
were thereno other Hell but the lof of Heaven, 
it were enough to break thy heatt in pieces: O 
think upon the fad Mlue of thy final unbelief: 
When thy fins get over thy head ,and thy guilt fal- 
lows thee at ‘thy heels, WhenDeath andHell thall 
be at thy back, and theato call and cry, and 
knock atthe door of mercy and not be heard; 
O what adoleful thing will this be! When ar- 
mies of. devils are round about thee, ready to 
fhatch thy Soul into everlafting burnings, and 
none to relieve thee; O fearful will the cafe of 
thy Soul be! When thou fhalt cry; O'for mer- . 
ciesfake, Help Lord, lamgoing to Hell, for 
mercies fake help ;and thenfortheEar of God 
to be deaf, and thou not have one good word, 
and the door be fhut againft thee; O what a 
‘doléfull cafe will this be ‘ ror tender mercy to 
ceafe;, is miferable’: But for mercy to become 
cruel to you; O fearful cafe indeed! when ten- 
der Bowels fhall become Brafs and fron, and 
there fhall be no founding at all in it towards 
thy Soul: O finner if thou wilt not accept of 
this Chrift, he will laugh at thy Calamity, and 
mock when thy Fear. cometh, _ Pro.'1, 26. Phat’s 
terrible; when God fhallnor only ceafe to pity, 
but deride thy mifery: Be aflur’d, Soul, ag. quiet 
asnow thou art, aday of Calamity will come; — 
there will comea time of Fears for thy poor 
Soul, and thet will mercy it felf be turn’d into 
wrath, and laughatthy Calamity; yet further 
(finner)if thou wilt not accept of Chrift ; then 
will incenfed fury fend forth its army of deftroy-. 
ers, and ruine, andcut offthy Soul for ever, Zar. 
~ 22: 
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22.7. Then fhalt thou be punifhed with ever- 
lafting deftruction from the prefence of God, 
and from the glory ofhis Power, 2 Thef- 1.8,9. 
Then fhall vengeance glut it felf upon thy Soul, 
and feize upon thee in flaming Fire: O °tis a 
dreadful thing to lye at the mercy of vengeance : 
O what will not enraged fury do to. its adver- 
faries, when it hath them at its power? But 
what will divine vengeance do? O finner, when 
God fhall arraign thee at the Bar oF adenient 
for kicking at the Bowels of mercy ; for Crown- 
ing the head of Chrift with thorns, -and tramp- 
ling his blood under feet; what wilt thou do 
then? (Ocanft thou read this and, not fhake) 
when thou fhalt fee Devils round about thee,and 
flaming vengeance take hold of thee: But 
thusit willbe. Thenthey that would not let 
Chrift reign over them, fhall feel Devils rend- 
ing ofthem: Thenthey that fled fromthe Arms 
of mercy, fhall fallinto.the Jaws of fairy: Then 
they that fhut their ears againft the fervent woo- 
ings of Chrift hall open their hearts to the fiery 
wrath of Chrift : Then they that would not get 
into thebofom of Chrift; fhall. lodge in the. 
burnings of Hell : Then the Furnace of Hell 
fhall be heated feven ‘times hotter for thofe 
whofe hearts freezed under the warm 
beams. of Chrift’s Love: Oh dreadful 
will thy ftate be, Sinner, if thourefufe Chrift. 
Well finner,take the Counfelgiventhee: kifs 
theSon left he be angry; turn in,turn in hither 5 
reach out thy arms, come away toChrift;fayLord 
Jefus,1 am willingly thine.Sinners are you perfwa- 
ded? what anfwer fhall we return tothis Lord 
of Glory ? Will you be his? Will you eA 
Pony 
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ofthis grace tendered to you, before it breathe 
its laft to you. 


4. 


CHAP. XXVI 


Objections anfwered. Counfels how to come 
to Chrift. : 


] hall now endeavour to anfwer thofe Objecti- 
_ ons which are made by doubting Souls, a- 
gainft their coming to Chrift. 


1, Objection. Says a Soul: But will, this bleffed 
Potentate, this glorious King of Kings, ftoop 
Jo low as. to look upon fuch an objcure Creature, 
fuch a worthlefs worm asI am? Alas! Iam too 
mean to unloofe the latchet of his fhooes: I am 
too unworthy to be the meaueft Servant in his 
Houfe: Tobe adogto his Flock: -And will he 
caft bis skirt ever me? O do not flatter me into 
fuch vainhopes, and fond dreams, that fuch 2 
King of Glory will look, upon me: I am too low 
for one afpett of his Eye. 


Anfy. Abundant Teftimony hath this Lord 
given of his condefcending heart to finners: » 
Doft thou think thou art too low for fuch a 
Majefty ? When he left his Fathers Kingdom, 
and came down from his Eternal Glory with the 
Father, he gave abundant proof of the humility 


of his heart: when he did efpoufe thy nature, | 
d Aa (finner 
\ 
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(finner) to himfelf ; and took upon him the form 
of a Servant ;. he fhewed his humble heart, that. 
he was far from contemning finners: He was 
the true Jacob, who ferved a far harder bon- 
dage for thySoul, thaneverfacob did for his 
Raduls this hhews his humility: His choofing 
{uch mean perfons, fuch notorious finners for 
his companions, in neateft Union and Communi- 
with himfelf; A4<tthew the Publican, Paul the 
Blafphemer; Poor Fifhermen of no regard up- 
onEarth: Thefe did Chrift perfonally chufe for 
his neareft Converfes ; this fhews his condefcen- 
fion: And’tis not thy tow ftate (finner) can 
difcovrage Chrift, if thy heart be really willing - 
His preaching the Gofpel to the poor, and cal- 
ling the bafe things of this world, and things 
- that are not, fhews his lowly mind. And his 
humility bath been abundantly prov’d al- 
ready : He will dwell with the Lowly, fa. 
: aia) aay 


2. Object. But I have no portion for €briff: 2 
am exceeding poor and beggarly, I have n0 
Righteon{nefs,no Grace, no good things dwell we 
me: I can bring nothing toglorifie him Ihave ne 
ability at all to jem him, 1 cannot pray or do 
any thing thatis good, and will Chrift accept 
of me? ; 


Arf. Chrifts defign in thefe Gofpel tenders 
of himfelf co finners, is not to get, but to give 
Riches: He wants no treafures for himielf, 
but he rather wants objects to give them to: He 
wants no goods, but (like the Rich man in the 

Re Gofpel) 
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Gofpel) he wantsroom to beftow his goods: 
He is willing to impart his treafure to finners, 
2Cor.8,9. Ofall perfons in the world he is 
fureto hear the defires of the poor. The rich 
fhall be fent empty away : but the poor that wait 
onhim fhallbe heard, Pfa.69.33. Art thou a 
poor Soulin thy own eyes? The Lord hath fpe- 
cialregard for fuch: Thefe are the perfons he 
invites to him that have no money, no price, 
Ifa. §5-%- The poor bave the Gefpel preached to 
them, Math.11.5. Therefore finners ’tis not 
thy poverty can break the match, nor hinder thy 
reception of JefusChrift, if thy heart be wil- 


ling. 


3. Object. But Lam a deformed lovelefs Creature, 
Thave no beauty at alin me; I am black with fin, 
full of all uncleannefs, and abominations, polluted - 
in my bleed, wallowing in my Mire and Vomit, 
Scarce [uch a nanfeous Objekt as Lin all the yorld. 
Owhat a filthy heart, O what an unclean Soul, 
O what vile affettionsbave I! and will this holy 
one cafe a glance of Love on fuch a Creature as 1? 
I dare not think, he will endure ‘the 
fight of me 5 therefore Iam afraid to lock to 

ym. 


__Anfw. Believing finners,though black in theic 
own eye, yet arecomely in Chrift’s Eye, Cant. 
i. §. Faith putsan amiablene(s on the believing 
finner in Chrifts account : Thisis one of thofe 
eyes that- ravifhes his heart, Cant. 4.9. He 
looks upon them as lovely that come to him, 
though unloyely in UES : Affections {pig 

. az 89 
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no deformity in the beloved object. _Chrifts 

love is fo great to fallen man, as that nothing ap- 

pears unlovely inhim, but an unwillingnefs to 

behis: He fees no iniquity in Facob, though 

there be agreat deal. The halt, blind, lame, 

impotent are no amorous Objects; yet thefe 

Chrift invites to his feaft, Luk. 14.21. Others 

are not worthy, fays Chrift, but bring thefe, they 

arecompanie for me, if they will but come. ’ 
2. Let notthy deformity, and the fenfe of thy 

unworthinefs keep thee from Chrift, becaufe 

he hath beauty enough for himfelf, and thee. 

He hath comelinefs enough to cover thy naked- 

nefs: "tis but for fome of his beams to reflect on 

thy Soul, and thou wilt be altogether glorious ; 

thy perfection lies in his, and not thy own 

comelinefs - Chrift can foon fill thee with amia- 

blenefs: fee, in Ezek. 16. whata change Grace 

makes upon deformed finners: The beautie of 
finners is Chrifts beautie put upon them, and 

Chrifts Holinefs imparted to them, and there’s 

enough of it for thee. 3. Know, that Chrifts 

bload is cleanfing blood, it doth not only cover - 
fpots and deformities, butit takes away filthi- 

nefs; if thou cometo him, the blood of Chrift 

cleanfeth fromall fin, 1 fob. 1. 7. 


4, Object. ButIlama great finner,, none like me, 
therefore I cannot think, the Lord Fefus 


will pafs them by 5 or have thoughts ef favour 
for me. 


_ Anf. So was Davids, and yet found pardon, 
Pfa. 25.11. for thy name fake, O Lord, saa 
: on 


~ 
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don mine iniquities for they are great. Adenaf- 
feh’s fins were notorious, and yet uponhis Re- 
pentance found favour with God, 2 Chro, 33. 3, 
4,5,6- Uereared up Altars for Baslim, wor- — 
fhipped all the hoft of Heaven, and ferved them; 
he built Altars inthe Houfe ofthe Lord,and cau 
ed hisChildren to pafs through the fire in theVal- 
ley of the Son of Hinnom. He alfo obferved 
times, and nfed inchantments, and Witchcrafts, 
and dealt with familiar Spirits, and with wiz- 
ards, and when God fpake to him he would not 
hearken, ver. 10.O abominable fins! One would 
think Here wasa man ripe for Hell; yet upon 
his fupplication, when he was in affiction, God 
heard him, and pardon’d him, ver. 12, 13. - Paul 
was a flagitious finner, in his own eyes the 
greateft that ever was, 1 T#m, 1. 15. A Blafphe- 
mer, a perfecutor, injurious, but obtained 
mercy, ver. 13. Therefore ’tisnot the greatnefs 
of chy fincan ftandin the way of thy mercy, if 
thou come over to Chrift with all thy heart. 


5: Object. But Ihavebeen an old finner, I have 
been rooted in fin, and liv'din fin all my days; 1 
have been a continual provocation to the Lozd, 
for many years, through my whole Life fin hath 
touch’d fin,and I cannot think Chrift hath thoughts 
of Love for me. 7 


Anfw. Sodidthe Thief upon the Crofs, he 
finn’d to the laft hour of his Life, and yet ob- 
tained mercy, Luke 23.40, 41,42, 43. So did 
fome of thofe that were called in at the Eleventh 


hour, yet embracing the call, obtained mercy, 
Aa 3 Math. 
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Math. 20.9, 12. itwas not the length of their 
finning time excluded the Efficacie of Salvation- 
mercy, when they did come in atthe call of it. 
I mention not this for a Pillow to fecure fin- 
nets, but for a Cordial for defponding Souls: 


Now the Gofpel calls thee, nner; if thou come © 


in this hour, and embracethe calls of merey ; 
*tis not the Jength of thy finning time, will make 
void the Grace of God. - gt 


6. Object, But faics the Soul: I have fleighted 

' many calls already: Ihave quenched many mott- 
ons of the Spirit : Ihave acjpifed the firft call : and 
may Ihave bopes to gotoChyit? Will he receive 
me? 


Arfiy So did Manaffeh,he did reject many calls; 
God did fpeak to him, but he would not heark- 
e03 and after his rejection of the firft call, -yet 
mercie foundhim: The fews inthe wildernefs 
rejected many calls of God ; yet the Lord 
faid, while ’tis called to day, harden not 
your hearts, Heb. 3. 7, 8. Though thon 


haft been guiltie of dsfpiting many Calls, this - 


4s matter for thy humbling, but not for thy de- 
{pair. a ae : 
7. Obje&. But I am never the better for all the 
' means and mercy I have enjoyed : though I had de- 


Spifed the firft calls of mercy, yet if Ihad been the — 
better for after tenders of grace, there were fome | 


hope: But I am till the fame notwith|tanding all 
the Sermons Ihear, and precions overtures of Sal- 
vation, my heart is hard, and dead under all. 

vid 5 Anfwy. 
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_ Anfiy. So it was with the Impotent mana great. 
while, he was difeafed thirty and eight years. 
Poh. 5. 5. He lay at the Pool’s fide near the means 
of cure, but never the better, ver. 6. 7. And fo 
continued till Chrifts time came to cure him. So 
ifrael were barren and unfruisful, till che Lord 
became adewto them. Hof. 14. 5. Therefore 
this is no difcouragement ;if thou believe and 
come to Chrift, God will be a dew tothee, and 
thou thalt quickly find a change. 


8. Object. But faith one: 7 asenot ouly never th: 
better for all the means of grace, but I anvwar{e 
than I was before 3 when Iwas under firft awaken- 
ings, my heart was more tender , but now my heart 
Seems to be more brawny and hard 5 1 find 
more unbelief than ever, more indifpofition to co 
toChrift: I am worfe than I was. 


- Anfy. So was Sarah too, asto thé recciving 
the promifed mercy, more aad more indifpofed, 
fhe complaines of the deadnefs of her womb ; 
fhe was paft age tobe the Mother of Children, 
till the time of life came, tien’ Sarah’s growing 
indifpofition becomes no impediment atallro 
the fulfilling ofthe promife. So was Ifrael, they 
began to fay for their part, their hope wascut 
off, and God had forfaken them, when mercy 
was neareft to them : So the womanthar had a 
bloody iffue twelve years, and had fpent all 
that fhe had on Phyficians, yet was nothing bet- 
tered, but rather grew worfe, till Chrift came 
and healed her, AZark .25,26.Perfons are ufually > 
worft in their own eyes when mercy i3 neareft - 
their doors. Aaa Again, 


wire ~ ’ RE” go ae eer as 
360 The Beft Tréafure, Or, 

' Again, Thy not comming to Chrift is the 
caufe of thy decaies and hardnings; ’tis thy un- 
belief that deadens thy heart, and withers thy 
Soul, Chrift doth withdraw*his influence from 
fuch, and refufeth to do any mighty works in 
them becaufe of unbelief. O then Soul, come 
away to Chrift,and this is the way to cure thee. 


9- Object. But faies the Soul: Chriff feems to 

* take no notice of me, I call but he heareth me not, 
I come to Ordinances, but I cannot fee him, nay 
he feems tobe angry with me ; every thing goes a- 
gainft me, his word fpeaks bitter things to me ; 
methinks there’s never a threatning but belongs 
to me I am the Hypocrite and unclean perfor, 
that God ftrikes at in every Sermon, and bis rod 
lies heavy on me too, and inthe way of his pro- 
vidence he writes bitter things againjt me. 


Anfw. Soul, is thisthy cafe, doth Chrift take 
nonotice of thee? It is becaufe thou takeft fo 
little of him, when he unveils his beauty; thou 
doft not believe in him, when he makesa pro- 
mate tothy Soul: When he fends words of Coun- 
fel, thou doft not obey him.He hath called, ‘and 
thou haft ‘not anfwered , and therefore when 
thou calleft hedoth not anfwer, Zach. 7. 13. 
Yet at fuch atime what follows ; doth God make 
anend of fuch finners? No, fee Chap. 8. 2, 3. 
O Soul, ifthe Lord Jefus Chrift feemsto take no 
notice of thee, but to frown upon thee, it isto 
frown thee from thy unbelief, it is but to make 
thee fenfible of thy flighting him: If thou wilt 
this day accept of the Lord Jefus Chrift; his 
ts i. a $ 7 d frowns 
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frowns will foon pafs away,as adarkCloud doth: 
when the Sun fhines ; he will remember thy Ini- 
quities no more. 

‘10. Object. But may fome Soul fay - J would 
fain come to Chrift, but I cannot , I like the 
terms well, but O my unbelieving heart! O 
ampenitent hard heart | I cannot fenfe Salvation- 


kindnefs. 


Anfy. O Soul! The afflicting fenfe of thy un- 
belief, is a hopeful fign of thy faith: Ifthou doft 
fee thy unbelieving heart; {fo as to be burdened 
under it, and be weary of it, the Lord reckons 
it for the beginnings of faith, Afark.9. 24. This 
isthe method of Salvation-Grace in begetting 
faith,to convince thee of its impotency tobelieve, 
Fob. 16. 9. Soul, is this thy wearinefs:; that 
thou canft not come to Chrift? Wouldft thou 
‘have a wider heart for him? Thou art the Soul 
he waits for thac mourneft over thy unbelief, 


Mark. 9. 24. 
‘But there’s one thing more may beas a dif- 
couragement to fome Souls. = 


1X. Object. O fates the Soul, J fear the time is paft, 
‘and that God will be gracious no more Ihave had © 
a day of grace, but that 1s gone: The Angel came 
troubling the Waters, but I would not fiep in: I 
bave had the dawnings of mercy, bur I refifted : 
I fear I have outftood my Adarket : That I have 
outftrived the Spirit fo long, that he will ftrive 
no more : And this bows me down, that I am afraid 


to look mpi 
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Anfiv. Sinner, ifthis be thy cafe, know that 
thy fears of lofing the day of grace, isa fign 
it isnot loft : The greateft fymptome of depart- 
ing grace isfecurity, and falfe peace, 1 Thef. 
5. 3. Soit was with the pgople before the flood - 
Noah threatned judgments, but they dreamt of 
peace, Adath. 24. 37. &c. Security ufher’d in 
the departure of grace from them: .But while 
the Spirit of grace ftrives with thy Soul, the day 
of graceis net paft fromthee. Doth God call 
upon thee now, aud plead with thy heart ? And 
doft thou find fome movings,and turnings of thy 
Bowels in thee, crying out, O that there might 
bemercy for me ; that this day of grace may not. 
be paft ? If fo, then fure the Spirit ftrives yet 
with thy Soul: Therefore, Soul, if now thou 
wilt clofe with Chrift, nose of thefe pleas can 
debar thy clofing with him. 
Well Sinners, confider the Lord Fefus Chriff in- . 
\ vites youto come tohim, once more he demands your 
anforer > what fay you, will you be his or no ? Do your 
hearts accept of him? Do youlike his propofals? will 
you heartily confent to be his, upon all his terms ? If 
3% I fhall lay down fome Counfels to dirett you in your 
right comming to €brift. 
Firft, Sinner, if thou will come toChrift, thou 
muft come as a poor needy, empty,undone, Sin- 
ner, fiript ofall beauty, as having nothing at 
all that may deferve his fayour: ?Tés the poor 
have the Gofpel Preached to them. Math. 11. §. 
It fignifies fuch as are brought to. great necefli- 
ties, and extremities; So Bexa renders it : Such 
as are brought very low : Therefore fome derive 
it from a word that fignifies, falling down at om 
a4 
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rich Mens feet: As fome beggers will. Ferus in- 
terpretsit, the poor in Spirit, that acknowledge 
themfelves mean, and are low in their own eyes. 
SO Calvin takesit, forthem that are oppref- 
fed wrth the fenfe of their own wants, fuch as 
feel their pinching neceflities; that lye down 
overwhelm’d withthe apprehenfion of their em- 
ptinefs - The Treafures of theGofpel are defign’d 
to fuci Perfons that are poor and afflicted in 
theirown Spirits. There’s no greater obftacle 
inthis Match betwen Chrift and finners, than 
a fenfe of feilf worthynefs - This keeps many 
from feeing the beauty of Chrift ; their own 
RighteoufnefSshangs in their eye ; they are 

with their own thick clay, I 
‘their own worthynefs, to be 
looking up to Jefus , and lifted up to him« 
Sinners may be too rich for Chrift intheia 
Opinion, but never too poor; hence the Lord — 
Jefus Chrift tells us, he came not to call the 
Righteous, but finners to Repentance, ALeti 


‘frat 
H ae Be 
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9. 13. Netthem that Judge themfelves Righ= 
teous, but them that feel themfelvs finners: The 
Rich be fends empty away, thofe that are Rich 
intheic own thoughts, when the poor and hun- 
gry are fill’d with goodthings : Men chufe em- 
pty vellels to put their liquors in, and low rooms 
to cellar their wines, fo doth Jefus Chrift chufe 
empty Souls for hisgood things : He choofeth 
the Low plains for his walks, when the high 
towring Mountains are rejected : The high, and 
lofty One comesto dwellin the low and cen< 
“trite Spirit, Jf. 57. 15. Sinner, thou muft 
ftrip thy felf of thy own Ornaments, if thon 
iY intend » 
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intend to put on Jefus Chrift : Th ‘mutt throw 
down thy Crown at his feet ; if thaythinkeft to 
wear hisCrown onthy head: O Soul ! thou 
muft.come as a poor wretch to Chrift; with 
thy empty fack, as Facobs Sonsdid to Egypt to 
buy corn, and then thou fhalt haveTreafure too : 
Thou muft fee thy felf an undone finner; thou 
muft come (with Lazarus) and throw thy felf 
down at this Rich Kings Door , if ever thou 
wilt be fed with his Crumbs ; nay rather feafted 
with his Dainties. 
Secondly, Thou muft come to Chrift astoa 
full and fufficient treafure, able to fave and-fa- 
tisfie thee; to pay off thy debts, and enrich thy 
Soul for ever, Heb. 7. 25. Abie t fupply all 
thy wants and fill all chy empeinefs, Phil. 4. Io. 
We have fhewn already that his treafures are 
P pottomlcss, boundlefs, unfathomable, unex- 


-hauftible, never to be wafted or fpent: O Soul 


come to Chrift as fuch a one : Meafure not 
Chrift’s gold by thy bufhel ;nor his plenty by 


ee thy poverty: think not thy debts too great for 


Bie 


be Chrift to pay, becaufe thou knoweft nog where 


to getmony of thy own : Think not thy {traits 
“too many for him torelieve : He hath enough 
for thy Soul to live upon both here and toall 
Eternity ; O Sinner believe this, and come to 
him as {uch a one; fuppofe nor the Fountain i is 
empty, becaufe thy Cilterns are dry: His Righ- 
teoufne/s is like the great Mountain Pf. 36. 6. 
Itis inthe Hebrew, The Adonntains of God: And 
his grace is without meafure, Fob. 3. 34. There-_ 
fore thou muft look to him as having a fufficient 
fulnefs for thy Soul. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Thou muft look to Chrift with ex- 
pectation, as the poor Cripple did to Peter and 
Fobn, Atts. 3..5. Now fhall a poor Creature 
expect to receive fome needful futable good 
from a fellow Creature ; and will not thou ex- 
pect fome mercy from the Lord Jefus Chrift, thy 
Creator, and Redeemer ? Ofinner come with 
expectations to Chrift ; believe that he is as 
willing as abletoenrich all that come to him- 
Hehath paft lis word for it. Hethat cometh to 
me I will in no wife caft out. Fok. 6. 37. Hethat 
believeth on him fhall not perifh, Job. 3. 16. 
The weary Soul that comes yea creeps to him, 
fhall have reft, Azarh. 11. 28. Thethirfty Soul 
fhall be fatisfied, Fok. 7. 37. He goes up and 
down in the Miniftery of the Gofpel, feeking 
to fave that which isloft, Luke 19.10.And he is 
angry with them that will not come to him, Fob. 5. 
40. O finner, do not take up hard thoughts of 
Chrift:Such fufpitious thoughts of Chrift is fome 
of the Devils feed that he doth fow in broken 
ground.WhenChriftcomesto break finnershearts 
‘and make them fenfible of their undonenefs,then_ 
the Devil cafts inthefetares, and raifes upill 
thoughts of Chrift ; It was this dd fo enervate 
the diligence ofthe unprofitable Servant; fome 
eshte he took up of hisLords bounty;/ 
knew (faies he) thon wert an hard, and aujtere 
Man : Hen€Siie puts up his Talent in a Napkin, 
and his hand in his bofom, Adah. 25. 24, 92g. 
Jealoufies of Chrifts good-will to finners Ce 
ry deftructive to Salvation-work : Th 
hath hindred many a Soul from coming tof 
by cafting this block in his way. O then< 
with expectations ; at leaft come to Chriff 
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as great hopes as the Lepers came tothe Tentsof 
the Affyrians whowere Enemies ; come to Chrift 
the friend of Sinners. 2 Kings 7. 4. They ad- 
ventured with fome hopes; we. may live, and 
we can but dye; they may kill us, andthey may 
fave us alive ; But thy cafe is not fo, if thou 
come and adventure on Chrift, thou mayeft be 
fure, he will not kill thee : O look to Jefus 
then with fome hopes; fay, who can tell but my 
Soul may live... 

Fourthly, Chofe firft with Jefus Chrift.him- 
felf, and afterwards with his Yreafure - 1 con- 
fefs ufually fomething from Chrift draws the 
Sinner’s firft refpectstohim ; The favor of his 
oyntments, fome love-tokens, kindnefles, appre- 
henfion of neceflity ; fenfe of undonenefs may 
conduce to get the firft glances of Sinners to- 
wards Chrift ; But though thefe allure to Chrift, 
yet the firft thing the Efpoufed Soul mutft eye 


‘in his Match with Chrift, is Chrift himfelf ; 


though thefe things draw the Soul, yetthey do 


not center the Affections: Chrift’s kindnefles 
_are defign’d as motives to beget an efteem of 


himfelf in finners hearts : The kuowledge of 
what Jefus Chrift hath for finners, an intimati- 
on of pardon, peace and Salvation for all that 
come to him,may be the Prodromus Or fore-run- 
ner of Chrifts Perfon to finners view; but when 
they come to fee him, they m ft pitch 


upon himfelf; and till they come to this they 


€apnot have adue and orderly clofe with Chrift: 


In all right and regular Matches, the Perfon 


muft be firft regarded, then the Portion: A 


Soul isnot fit to match with Chrift, till he pace 


ae 
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to fee infinitely more worth ia him, then inalf 
his gifts, and favours : It’ was the excellency 
of Chrift himfelf that drew Pauls higheft re-° 
gards to him, wish refpect to relatian 3 Phil. 
3. 8. Theexcellency of the knowledge of Chrift Fe- 
Sus my Lord: Paul fets that fore-moft ; And 
then ¢0 be made conformable to his Death, 
and Refurrection. The Spoufe was moretaken 
with Chrift’s Perfon then with his Gifts : Caue.1. 
2, 3-Firft himfelf waslovely, then his fruits. 
Cant. 2. 3. David counts nothing in Heaven, 
or Earth like toGodin Chrift. Pfs. 73. 25. 
"Tis fordid Jove, and too unworthy ofa con- 
jugal State, rhat values the Portion more then 
the Perfon; that Soulistoo uaworthy.of Chrift, . 
who values any thing more then himey A4ah. 
10.37 it muft be Chrift himfelf mul p= 
ermoftfeat in thySoul:’ Tis a faying off 
an unworthy thing not to perfer one Chrija stpoe all: 
Thofe Matches never prove comfortaws witer 
theEftate is eyed more thenthePex fon, hence con- 
jugal love is broken, when the eftate is gone; 
but where true conjugal love is, itis fetled i a 
on the Perfon ;. Love that is fet upon fome Gifts 
of Chrift, more then Chrift himfelf, when thefe 
are fufpended, the others will decay; butlove 
placed upon his Perfon will laft: Hence ’tis me- 
ny dofo eafily leave Chrift, when it comes to 
parting with other things, becaufe their love 
was fet more upon thefe things then Chrift him- 
felf : O Soul be fare ’tis Chrift himfelf chou dof 
chufe , and not another, O.be not guilty of 

that miftake as facob was, tatake Leah inftcad 
of Rachel: Be fure it be not a falfe ak a | 
Chrift 


368 The Beft Treafure, Or, 
~ Chrift in thy thoughts, but that it be areal Chrift 
thou takeft; and chen thou wiltnever look for 
another: Be fure give Chrift the preheminence : 
The Father hath given him the preheminence, 
and wilt not thou? Phil. 2. 9.Col.1. 18. Col.2. 9- lf 
Chrift muft take the beft place in Heaven, he 
hathreafon to take the firft place in thy heart. 
Fifthly, If thou wouldeft come to Chrift aright, 
then bring thy all with thee to him 5 and make 
a free and full furrender of thy felf, and thy all 
to him: When God would have Jfrael out of 
Egypt, they muft not leave a hoof behind, Exod. 
10. 26. 2 Cor. 8. §. They firft gave their own 
felves to the Lord: Be fure make over thy felf 
firft to Chrift, and then all thy interefts, and Ca- 
pacities ; Come and fub{cribe to Chrift,//a. 44.5. 
One {hall fay I amthe Lords, and another fhall call 
himJelf by the name of Jacob, and another fhall fub- 
Scribe with his hand unto the Lord. Calvin hath a 
faying upon this: .4 Perfon (faies he) can ne- 
ver have truefaith inChrift, till he comes to make 
this teftification and confeffion of him : In the efpou- 
fing betwivt Chrift and the Soul, there is amu- 
‘=“xual refignation of each to other with all they 
have. Chrift gives his Perfon and Purchafe to - 
Believers,and the fincere Soul gives back himfelf 
and all to Chrift: To detain the leaft part 
from Chrift is abominable fraud, and lying a- 
gainft the Holy Ghoft, Aés's5. 3. If thou ac- 
counteft any one thing too good for Chrift; He 
accounts all his too good forthee. . 
_ Laftly, Be fure your acceptance of Chrift be 
confiderate and fincere, fit down firft and 
countthe coft, Luk. 14.28. Thou muft be no 
more 
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morethy own; thou muft take up thy Yoke 
and his Yoke: Thy crofsand his Crofs: Thou 
muit denice thy felfand follow him: Weighty 
things are not to be undertaken rafhly, Din de- 
liberandam was an ancient Motto. Haj{ty match- 
es feldom prove well: O Soul, be not rafh in 
thy raking Chrift. The Lord Jefus Chrift Ef 
poufeth his in Judgment as well as in Faichful- 
nefs, Hof. 2.19, 20. inconfiderate bargains are 
oft-times broken or repented of, You will never 
efpoufe Chrift in Faithfulnefs, till you efpoufe 
him in Judgment: Weigh all things, confider 


Marriage Articles, what they are, and whether . 


you are willingtoperformthem, Adath. 16. 24. 
O Soultry, canthy heart confent to this? O 
the falfenets of Souls pretended match to Chrift 
hath undone many ! You muft take whole Chrift 
with the whole heart, or elfe you will never 


match aright with Chrift, You muft chufe him* 


Never to chufeagein. You muft make him your 
only choice, and let all your other choofings be 
by him: Thou fhalt choofe our inheritance for xs, 
Pla. 47. 4 Say then, I will only chufe him; 


Twill chufe his Perfon, his Laws, his Honours 


and Glory ; but Chrift fhall chufe_ail for me; 
Let Chrift chufe my place, and condition, high 
or low: Let Chrift difpofe of me, where, and. 
how'he will in the World, 1 will difpofe of 
Chrift in my heart.’ ; 

So much of this Fourth Inference. That Je- 
fus Chrift is worth a looking after. 
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Lo CHAP XXIAIE 


Shewing the folly of fuch as purfue earthly 
things, with neglect of Chrift, confidering 
the Nature of ‘thofe things ; the Terms 
on which they are tobe enjoyed; The 
cafualty that attends them: The guilt 
fuch contrad. : 


7 there be fuch great and glorious treafures 
of Chrift tendered to finners in the Go- 
fpel: Then fee the folly of thofe that purfie 
earthly treafures with a neglect of Chrift: For 
Souls to turn their backs on Chrift, and court 
the World,and perifhing things : O folly indeed! 
I fhall give fourReafons toconvince fuch perfons 
of folly. on 

The 1. Taken from the things themfelves they pur- 
fue with negleét of Chrift. \ 

2. The different terms on which Chrift and thefe 
areto be enjoyed. 

3. The cafualty that attends Souls attempts af- 
ter Earthly things. . oe 

4. The guilt that fuch contratt, who purfue Earth- 
ly treafures more than Chrift. aay oe 

Firft, ’Tis folly, yea madnefs to purfue 
Earthly things and neglect Chrift becaufe the 
things themfelves they chufe cannot be compar’d 
with Chrift ; which will appear in feveral par 
ticulars. 

Firft, They are uncertain Riches, There’s 

| no 
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no dependance upon them, 1 Tim. 6.17. Nor 
truft. in uncertain Riches, arere adurdmun. Riches 
that are not declared, and manifefted, tobe 
fure and certain, for a dependance, They 
are not a fure bottom for Souls ta build fo much 
hope and delight upon; when it comes to a 
"pinch indeed; then it appears they are vain, and 
will not profit in the day ofwrath. Like a broken 
Staff, whemyou Jean upon it, then it breaks: 
So the Riches of this world, when Souls put. 
fome ftrefs upon them, then they fail: They — 
are uncertain; fometimes you enjoy them, and 
anon they areremoved, Pro. 23.§. Wile thou fee 
thine Eyes upon that which ss not, for riches certam- 
ly make themfelves wings, they flye away as an Ex. 

le towards Heaven. Theycome flowlic, but get 
off {wiftlie; when they come to men, thcy have 
leaden feet, and when they leave them, Eagles 
Wings =. To day they flourifhlike thegrafs, and 
to morrow burnlike an Oven: A man hath a 
beautiful houfe today, and tomorrow an heap 
of Afhes: O moft uncertain Riches! All the 
‘worldrunsin changes; Today (lays on am 
are for the Bofom, audto morrow for she € 
To day men takethem into their bofoms,to mor- . 
row vengeance {weeps them.gway.. 

~ Secondly, They arelempcythings, they can- 
not fatisfiethe Soul. that-feeds upon them: The 
‘world is not filling meat to an immortalSouljlera 
perfon feed never fo heartily, yet he.is hungry - 
The whole world cannot fill oneheart; Alex. 
ander wept, thatthere were no more worlds to 
conquer : Nature puts bounds tothe Sea; , and 
all Earthly beings have their end, Pfs, 119. 993 
“bic: + 2 
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but fin hath made carnal defifes boundlefs : It is 
with earthly minded men, as Solomon fays it ‘is 
withthe Grave, and barren womb, andthe fire 
that fay itisnot enough, Pro. 30. 15, 16. Where- 
fore (faysthe Prophet) do you {pend your money 
for that which is not Bread, and your labeur for that 
which fatisfiethnot, Ifa. 55+ 2. One calls the whole 
Turkih Empire but @ bone that is thrown to 
dogs : very dry meat ; foareall the things of this 
world Riches are like meat ina dream-An hungry 
man thinks he feeds,when he dreams but when he 
awdkes he is emptie.Riches feed nothing but the 
Eye; hence Covetousnefs is call’d the lufts of the 
Eye,1 7ob.2.16.0tis a vanity indeed to look after 
that wiich you can put in to your Eye !it will not 
feed your affections, it will not fatiate the Sovul;it 
, will nos quiet theConfcienc:Othat men fhould ad- 
venture their all for that which will not fatisfie ! 
Thirdly, They are fading thingsintheir Na- 
ture: notonly uncertain, and liable to remove 
inthe event, but they are dying in their Nature, 
Corruptible riches: Your Houles, Lands,what- 


~<<<ver your greedy Eye covets, are but rotten 
things: Your Garmentsare liable to the Moth, — 


& 


and your Gold and Silver Subject to Ruft, Fam. 
j. 2, 3. Ahpoor treafure indeed! Which ruft 
aiid Moth confume, reft that ftrengthens.other 


Creatures eats out thefe; Houfes, Lands, Gold © 


and Jewels, are fubject to wearing away, “Tem- 
pits teret omnia: Time will wear them out: 


Hence Chrift advifes his Difctiples to provide © 
bags which wax not old, a treafure in Heaven, ~ 


which faileth not, Lvk, 12. 33. Implying that 
all the treafures of this world are not fo: Ifmen 


lay them up in bags, the bags will wax old, and_ 
Be eile 1 7? time 


« 
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time willrot them; Thieves can approach to 
thefe treafures, and Moth, and Ruft can eat 
them out : ’Tisa pretty fimile one hath of it, 
who compares the Riches of the world to hail- 
ftones, that when they fall upon a’ tyl’d Houje, 

-makea ratling noife for the prefent, but by 
and by flide down, and melt away to nothing. 


Fourthly, Thetreafures of this world areen- ° 


flaving treafures; they bring their owners into 
bondage: as one fays ; Ducendovinctmur,vincendo 
ducimur : By their cunning allurements they overcome 
us,and overcoming us they lead usCaptive : They firit 
allure the heart, and *then enthrall the heare : 
They bring meh into the worft bondage of any, 
for they bring them into a. willing bondage 
Earthly men are not only led Captive by the 
world at Satans will, but are enflaved by 
their own will; they content to be bound ; Barc. 
ly men do with Efau, {wap .a bargain for 
the things of the world; they confentto let go 
their birthright fora mefsof potiage;, they give 
up their birthright to their.inferiours, and con- 
‘fent to become aflave to their own Servants « 
» That word of the Wifeman is never more true, 
Eccl. 10. 7. theailvhen, men are Ied Captive by 
thelove of this world: Ihave feen Servants noo 
Horfes,and Princes walking asServants upon theEarth. 
Neverdid//rael do greater drudgery inEcypt,then 
Carnal, Earthly men dotothe world: it makes 
them rife early, fit up late, and cat the bread of 
forrows, and all for afew thaddows, Pf. 127.2. 
Earthly men, ({ays one) are like Beafts that are fet 


to draw in the Devils Teams, who draw fin with ’ 
Cart-ropes, and Iniquity with Cords of Vanity: Ifa. 


§: 1). Peccatafacile veninnt, fed fortiter ligant. 
Bb 3 Fifthly, 


’ 
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Fifthly, The riches of this world:are enfnar- 
ing too. 1 Tim. 6.9. They that will be rich fall 
into Temptations and Snares: The word meyic& fig- 
nifies iuch {nares as perfons ufe to take Birds 
and Bealts wich, and aw to faften down to 
the ground as ‘nets are that take beafts; 
So Earthlyminded men the Devil ftakes them 
downto the ground: They areheld faft in the 
cords oftheir own iniquity, Pro. 5.22. What a 
inare was Balack’s Gold to Balaam’s Covetous 
heart to draw him again hislight, convictions 
and a Divine charge. The Bag prov’d a fatal - 
charmto covetous Fudas, it lead him to the 
Halter: Thethings ofthe world) prov’d a fad 
fnareto Demas, and led him off from all his pro- 
feflion: Earthly things arelike twigs that are 
in Bird-lime, that hold faft thofe filly Souls that 
come at them,that they have no mind nor power 
yo leave them: O they are fad fnares indeed. 

Sixthly, Earthly riches are defiling too: The 
Apottle cails riches filthy lucre, 1 Pet. 5.2. Not 
for filthy lucre: diexgoxseds Obfcure gain as the 
wordimplies, filthy, unbecoming, undecent : 
© “tis difhoneft gain indeedg which ends in 
the lofs of che Soul! Such mefPare the greateft -. 
‘Couzeners in the world, that cheat themfelves, 
and loofe theic Souls for fablinary treafures - 
The Riches of this world defile the Confciences 
ofthofe that lovethem; the Apoftle calls them 
the pollutions ofthe world, 2 Pet.2.20. ’Tis 


* conliderable that the Pfalmift doth ufe the word, 


Pfa. 52.7. to figuifie both riches and unrighte- 
onfaels : Lo this isthe man that made not Ged his 


— frength, but trufted in the abundance of bis Riches, . 


‘and 


J 
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and ftrengthened himfelf in bis wickednefs: noting 
that riches prove occafions of much evil, hurt, 
and filthine{s to them that have them. ; 

Seventhly, They areaccountable Riches, Ta- 
lents that muft be reckoned for, d4ath. 25. 19. 
After a long time, the Lord of that Servant cometh 
and reckonet witb him. All Earthly interefts are 
trufts committed co the fidelity of thofe that have 
them, and they muft give.an account for them, . 
Luke 16. 2, Give anaccount of thy Steward{bip for 
thou muft beno longer Steward (atxwousiy JAN] thy un- 
due purfuits ofthe World; thy inordinate love 
toit, thy uajult ingroflings of it to thy felf, 
thy Penurious -witholding jt, from thofe 
diftcibations God hath required mutt fhortly be 
reckoned for. Otxovex@- ab ofx@- an houfe c& 
vevelv, thofe things which Families ufe. 

Fighthly, They are afflicting riches : They car- 
ry More trouble then comfort with them, 17a. 
6.10. For the love of money is the reot of all evil, 
which while Some coveted after—pierce themfelves 
through with many forrows : They run themfelves 
through. So Beza: They ftab themfelves all o- 
ver from Head to Foot withdarts; Sothe word 
imports. O how greatare thofe anxieties, and 
troubles the riches of this world breed for thofe : 
that have them! they be troublefome things; . 
They caufea great deal of pains to get them: 
a great deal of care to keep them, a great 
deal of fear to loofe, them; And a gear: 
deal of trouble when they are gone: Chrift ~ 
compares the love ofthe worldto Thorns, fat. 
13-7- Compar’d with ver. 22. Becaufe they 
prick and {cratch the Confciences, as well as 
choak the word: O the nk wounds they will 


4 fee 
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fee inthem one day that love the world inordi- 
nately: Whence Gregory hath thisuponit : Let 
rich men take heed bow they handle Thorns, leaft 
they prack them. 
Ninthly, They are damnifying riches, and. 
bring a great deal of lofs with them: A man 
can hardly come by much of the world, without | 
a fenfible detriment: They occafion the lofs of 
a great deal oftime that fhould be uled about 
their precious Souls : The lofs of precious 
peace ; O what trouble, what carking, fretting, 
rending cares have men about thefe Riches ! 
They loofe their natural peace many times, and 
lofe their Soul quietnefs: The cares of this 
world breed a great deal of guilt : Then there’s 
alofs of purity too; they fully thy Sovl, dirt 
thy Confcience: befpatter thy Affeétions - Ma- 
ny ahopeful Soul is corrupted by them to fall 
from their feeming vertue and moral excellen- 
cies; as the young man in the Gofpel, Fudas 
Annantas,.and Demas. Earthlimindednets like 
the Fiie in a Box of Oyntment fpoil mens natu- 
raland moral Vertues: They occafion the lofs 


* of many priviledges; the love of the world robs 


Sou!s of great advantages, fuch cannot wait on 
God many times in fecret duties, family duties, 
publick duties; they have a Farm, and Oxen, 


__ and Merchandifeto look after, and therefore 
- cannotcome. Nay, they that will be rich de. 


prive themfelves of the profit of thofe privi- 
ledges they doenjoy: The Love of the world 
takes off the good of the werd, whiles itis 
preached tothem, Afarh. 13.22. The things of 


_ the world damp mens affections to Chrift, and 


heaven- 
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heavenly things ; they ftifle mens Confciences - 
It duls and biunts the edge of the Sword of the - 
Gofpel, and makesit rebound back again, when 
it fals upon the rocky heart, hardned with the 
love of the World: O they aredamnifiing things: 
And at laft they will-fet you hard, but they will 
Jofe your Souls, and then you have made a cur- 
fed bargain indeed, when you have loft your 
Souls. | . 

Laftly, They are dangerous and too often’ - 
damning things; they are dangerous for they 
keep the Soul from Chrift: Asthe young man 
in the Gofpel, he came to the very laft ftep,and 
yet there he ftayed,hecould not part withall for 
Chrift that broke thebargaind4a:.19.22.He wert 
away forrowful for he had great poffeffions: The love 
ofthe World ftood in the way of his receiving 

_Chrift'; Thorns are the fhelter for Serpents 
and riches for many lufts, that drown men in 
perdition aud deftruction .1. Tim. 6. 9. The 
word in the original fignifes a plunging over 
head and ears in ruine, funk tothe bottom, 
as one that hath a great weight uponhim: One . ° 
compares rich men to a Pine Tree of which ‘itis 
faid,that ifthe bark be plucktoff,it will laft Jong, 
but while that abides it rots: riches are as adeep 
pit, into which mea eafily get, but hardly gec 
out, and therefore Chrift faies. itis eafier tor 
a Camell to go through the eye of a needle 
then for arich man to enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Afath. 19. 24. 

The'things of the World bar up the way to 
Heaven, and open the way to Hell, and halten 
the Soul with a vengeance to deftruction:; They 

-are 
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are like the Devils fleep-drench, that cafts Souls 
into a deep trance, and 7till they come to the 
‘end of their lives they never awake, and then’ 
they awake with a vengeance ? That’s the firft. | 
Confider what the things of the world are, and 
they are fools indeed that purfue them with the 
neglect of Chrift. - 

Secondly, Confider the different terms on 
which they are tobe had, and it will appear to 
be folly for men to defert Heavenly things, and 
chufe Earthly: If you would have the World, 
it will coft youa great deal of forrow, trouble, 
and pains, you muft tug hard 3 Adam being 
turn’d out of Paradife muft work in the fweat of 
his brows for his bread. Gen. 3. 10. But. 
Heavenly Treafures is to be received by 
believing ; They come by gift. It is but 
to comeandtake itand receiveit. Ufa. 55.1, 2. 

Thirdly Confider the cafualty that attends 
the perfuit of thefe Earthly things. A great 
deal of cafualty whether you may have them 
or no; andagreat deal of hazard that attends 
them : The Marchant engages in dangerous voy- 
ages, and after all, is not fureto bring homie 
anytreafure. Eccles. 5. 14. Thefe Riches perifh 
by evil travel : Suppofe they are Obtained, they 
fometimes are wa{ted afloonas won; and hethat 
thinks he hath enough for many years, many 
times leaves nothing behind him: Many toy], 
and tug, eat out their bowels, and fpend their 
days for that which they cannot obtain ; how 
many labour tozbe rich, and yet dye Poor - 

“Riches make thenifelves wings and file away.Pro.23.5 
- Fourthly, Such as perfue Earthly things with 
the neglect of Chrift, contract much guilt ei 
5 their 
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their own Souls; they violate the whole Law of 
God; forthe whole Law contains fupream love 
to God: Love (faies the Apoitle) és the fulfilling 
of the Law. Rom. 13. 10. Aud upon this Com- 
mandement (faies Chrift) baags all the Law, and 
the Prophets: Math. 22. 40- Upon fupream Jove 
to God, and equal love to our neighbour, asto 
our felves: Therefore fuch as perfue Earthly 
things, and love the World more then God, 
they break the whole Law of God. 1 Poh. 2. 5. 
Yeathey violate and break the commands of 
gracealfo: {ft makes men falfe to all their en- 
gagments, and promifes; and toall their civil 
‘trufts: Owhat horrid wickcdnefs will not the 
love of this World put men upon! therefore 
fuch contract foul guile upon their Souls: And 
this fhews their folly. | 

* Somuch for thé ufe of laformation. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


\ Containing an afe of reprebenfion to feveral 
forts of Perfons,with confolation to all found 
Believers. ig SS 


T there be fuch vaft and glorious Treafures 
A in the Lord JefusChrift, opened and tendes 
red in the Gofpel.. Then this reprooves fach as 
‘have or profefs to have an intereft in thefe val: 
and boundlefs Treafures, and yet are fo little - 
affected with them, and havea low eftimation 
of them; O fad indeed! That the choiceft fub- 
hear % {tance 
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~ ftance that ever was ; boundlefs treafure, fhould 
be efteemed nomore then perifhing trafh: ’Tis 
a lamentable thing indeed to fee how moft Pro- 
feffors value perifhing treafures fo much, and 
Jefus Chrift fo little: Did perfons prize thofe 
Heavenly Treafures , they would have a lelle 
efteem of Earthly ; they would be more reftlefs 
till they faw their Intereft in them : Purfue more 
after them ; be at more pains and coft to fecure 
them : Be more inthe commendation of them, 

and highly efteem thole that have them.. 
Secondly, Itreproves thofe that have or feem 
to have atitle to this glorious Treafure, and yet 
are not contented with it: O Souls, will a few 
handfuls of duft pleafe you, and will not a King- 
dom, Crown, and Glory ? Will a little Cot- 
tage in the world take up your delight, and 
will not a Manfion and dwelling-place in Hea- 
ven fatisfie you? O Believer, hath God made 
over himfelf, Father, Son, and Spiritto be thine 
eternal Treafure, and is not he rich enough to 
fill all thy heart, and all thy defires? fit down 
and confider how groundlefs are all thy mour- 
nings, how unreafonable.are all thy frettings and 
difcontent, who canft fay of Heaven, This is 
mine; and of God, and Chrift, He 7ismine 
Thirdly, Itreproves thofethat have or fcem 
tohave a Title to thofetreafures, and yet look 
after others treafures, and eagerly purfue a por- 
tionin this World. O unexcufable! Like Di- 
nab they wander after the things of this World, 
as fhe did after the people of the Land, till they 
deflower their Souls : O Chriftians, have you 
chofen God, and’ will you back to the World 
again? 
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again ? Hath God deliver’d you from this pre- 
fent World, and will you yield up your. felves to 
it again / Hath grace opened your Prifon Doors, 
and will you enter in again ? Have you tafted 
God tobe gracious,and yet long after the world- 
lings bottle, to drink of thefe Waters of A%z- 
vab? Ounreafonable Souls: How unfutable is 
this to your ftate and condition ! if you are 
Saints indeed you are not ofthis World, fob. 
15. 19. Areyou the Citizens of Heaven, Eph. 
2. 19. And would Saints and Angels fo dig after 
the World if they come down from Heaven ? 
Tis contrary to your promifes and engagements. 
You go againft your convictions, and experien- 
ces, and by your inordinate love to, and purfuit 
of the World youare Enemies to God your own 
and others Souls. 

Fourthly, This reproves thofe of the People 
of God, who have an intereft in thefe vat Trea- 
fures of Chrift, and yet are miferably poor in 
their own Souls : Many complain Times be hard 
Eftates waft, Trades decay, but the greateft Po- 
verty lies in Spirituals: Faith, Love, Humility, 
felfe denyal, Mortifiednefs to the World, per- 
fons are deftitute of thefe things chiefly; little 
grace laid out, little grace laid up: Few wor- 
kings of Spirit in duty, and few works of grace 
in Mens lives; this argues wonderful Poverty 
inmens Souls: ’Tisnot Poverty in Spirit, bur 
poverty in Spirituals, Profeflours are fo guilty 
ofthis day ; few acts of Piety towards God, few 
works of charity towards Men: How lean, and 
ilfavoured are moft under the Gofpel : Many 
are learning, and never come to the knowledge 
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ofthe truth; a ftrange vail lyesyet upon the 
minds of many : : Little right-kind of knowledge, 
few know the meaning of the Spirit, few are 
led into the myfteries of the Gofpel: Others 
profefs themfelves wife, and toknow God, but 
by works deny him, and their Poverty lies here, 
They are ful ofnotions, but empty of holinefs, 
Earthly and vain in their Spirit : Moft mens Re- 
ligion this day lies in the head ; little-heart-god- 
linefs, little life-holinefs : Little love to. God, 

and Saints : Little fruits brought forth for God, 

this fhewsthe Poverty of the times we live in: 

Again, the difficultnefs of maintaining Spiri- 

tual life; hard to get toa life of faith, and love, 
hard to keep up hope, this comes from Soul Po- 
verty : Hard for Perfons to live from one Ordi- 
nance to another: Spiritual life decays, watts, 
languifhes; ’tis with too many Profefloursas it 
is with ancient weak Perfons, that are grown 
fo cold, Nature fo decay’d, that they can hard- 
ly keep themfelves warm, longer then by the fire: 
So tis with manyChriftians,no longer then under 
a. warming Sermon, bnt cold prefently ; nay 
’tis not ordinary Sermons will heat them: The’ 
richeft feedings, the choiceft Cordials, fcarce 
keep up faith, love, and delight in God one 
momient,, and are not thefe poor men ? Cor-— 
ruptions grow, a light, vain, Eearthy, frothy 
Spirit abounds, but meeknefs, favourinels, hu- 

mility, gravity, livelynefs decays:Little ftrengeh 
for duty, hard to hear, pray, or to manage one 
duty aright ; 5 little Spirit and Truth in moft du- 

ties, and fervices: Unable to conflict withtem-. 

tations, corruptions, oppofitions : Hard to live 


Up 
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upto light, convictions, refolutions : Howdo 
Souls make fhipwrack of faith, and confcience ! 
How eafily are they overcome by their hearts 
luft, pride, paflion, Earthynefs prefently car- 
ries them afide. Unable to bear the leaft {nf 
ferings : The very fhaking ofthe rod willdrive 
fome from duty : Perfons cannot yet digeft dif- 
ficulties, and endurings for the Gofpels fake: 
How foon are many worn out by the afflicti. 
ons, and perfecutions of this day : This deferves 
fharp reproof. 

_Laftly, It reproves thofe who partake of 
thofe riches of Chrift, and yet are referved to 
others: O how unlike are thefe to Chrift! He 
opens his Treafures to you, but you fhut yours 
from others; he hands out his bounty to you, 


but you fhut your eyes from others: His ftreams 


make glad the City of God; your narrow heart- 
ednefs makes fad the Sons of men: His bowels 
are enlarged, yours fttaitned ; Milk and Honey 
are under his tongue, emptinefs and vanity un- 
der yours; his fteps drop fatnefs, your hands 
_ caufe leannefs: O Chriftians! fee your unfita- 
blenefs to Chrift, and be afhamed of your ftraic. 
ned bowels, and fhut hands, towards your poor 
Brethren, whether as to outward or [piritua! 
fupplies ! How few are the better for you ia 
foul or body, whofe lips blefs God far your 
bounty? Deut. 14. 13. A clofe-handed Profeflor 
is a Paradox in nature, aittiediffers from God 


n The } 
i he: 


and the whole Creation: The 
and doth good: Jefus Chri > 
and gives giftsto men, Epa, 4 

doing good. The Sun diffafe 
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light, and heat : The clouds. drop fatnefs : The 
Earth brings forth her increafe, the Trees yield 
their fruit, «and when fit for the ufe of mah, lets 
them fall into their bofomes ; the air communi- 
cates its refrefhing , the fire its heat, the Sea its 
{tore, only man is felfifh and with the unprofita- 
ble Servant hides histalentin a Napkin: Chri- 
ftians he humbled for your non-conformity to 
Chrift, and the little ufe you have made of your 
Talents, and graces for the good of thofe you 
live with. ete 
Note That this ufe of Reprebenfion was more fully 
and largely compos’d by the Author, but the 
fubjtance of it 1s contain’d im that excellent 
Treatife of the Author, cal?d The Heavenly 
Trade ; to which the Reader is refer'a. 


Third Ufe of Confolation. 


If there be fuch unfearchable riches in C rift 
for his people: Then here’s wonderful Comfort 
to thofe that are in Chrift; fuch have caufe to 
rejoyce and be exceeding glad: For, 

Firft, In your intereft in Chrift lies your right 
to all thofe great and glorious treafures of - 
Chrift : He that hath Chrift, all that is Chrift’s 
ishis: All things are yours, and you are. Chrifts, 
and ChriftisGods, 1 Cor. 3.21, Such are Joynt- 


Heirs with Chrift put down in the fame ever- 


optedtothe fame inheri- . 
ey havea Titleto all that 
Chrift hath as tatour, andthatby donation 
and purchafe : Atitle that cannot be forfeited 
nor wafted.: A Title to the whole boa aes 

ae 


lafting Covenant : 
tance, Rom. 8. 27." 
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of God. Ah Believer if ;Chrift be thine then 
°tis no prefumtion to lay claim to any thing that 


ishis: All that have been treaged of himas God- 


Man Mediatour, his glorious endowments, his 


perfonal difpofitions, and excellent perfections 
areall thine. 1 Cor. 1. 30. Is not this comfort 
indeed tobelievers, that have fucha Beloved 
in Heaven, thatis altogether lovely ? Tis. won- 
derful reviving when a Perfon can fee fome ex- 
cellency heis related to beyond what is inhim- 
(elf: What comfort willaMother take in a beauti- 
fulChild,though her felf bedeformed? What de- 
light will the faithful Wife take in the exceilen- 
cies of her Husband, and glory inthem as her 
own: Such pleafure doth the Spoufe take in the 
eauty of Chrift. Cant. 5, 10. And reckons them 
is her comlinefs though fhe was black. Cav. 1. 5. 
am black but comely: What confolation isthis 
0 a childjof God to be intitled to fuch a glorious 
efus ? Though thou art poor yet thy beloved is 
ich : Though thou art unlovely he is fair, 
hough thou art obfcure and vile, yet he is ho- 
\ourable ; and his riches, beauty, and honour are 
hine; and thy reputation with God, Saints, and 
\ngels fhall be in bim, andasheis. Cant. 6. to. 
Vho is fhe that looketh forth as the morninz, fair as 
9¢ Moan, clear asthe Sun. The Lord Jefus hath a 
igh account of the Spoufes beauty ; fhe is bright, 
ir, clear, butit is as the Morning, or Moon, 
ho borrow their beauty fromthe Sun: Com- 
srt thy Heart, O drooping Believer, though 
1ou canft feeno worth in thy felf, yet thou haft 
rough in Chrift for thee. . Again, what won- 
erful Comfort may a Child of God gather from 
feen Title to all the purchafé of Chrift, his 
kg é CS. Righ- 
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Righteoufnefs, Graces, Priviledges,fure Cove- 
nant, and Salvation, when he can upon war- 
rantable grounds lay claim to all this ? but fo the 
Believer may, 1 Cor. 1. 30, 

Secoudiy, The time is drawing near when 
they fhall have a full pofleflion of allchofe trea- 
fuces of Chrift, Rev. 21. 7. He that overcometh 
Shalt inherit all things: All thofe great and glo- 
rious things promifed fhall be his pofleflion, God 
fhall be all in-all to him, 1Cor. 15.28. Every 
tittle of his word fhall be fulfilled, though Hea- 
ven and Earth pafs away, Adath. 5. 18. Here Be- 
lievers are rich Heirs under age, which differ no- 
thing from.a Servant, Gal. 4. 1. but the day ha- 
{tens when their great Eitate will fall into their 
hands, and they fhall live upon it to all Eterni- 
ty; the expectation of which is caufe of com- 
fort ; when veils fhall be taken away, and thy 
foul ever with the Lord; when thy filthy Gar- 
ments fhall be taken off, and thy beautiful ray- 
ment for ever worn;when thon fhalt live no more 
at {mall allowances of Grace, but receiveit with- 
out meafure, thy Table fpread, thy Cup over- 
flow ; thy feeding fhall be no more on fent por- 
tions from thy Fathers Table, but fhalt fit down 
in his prefence, and feaft upon his fulnefs to 
Eternity: Then fhall all promifes be turned int 
performances ; ail hopes fhall end in fruition, 
and all defires center indelights, then fhall parts 
be turned into perfections, darknefsinto delight, 
changes into immutabilities, fears into joyes 
wants into fulnefs ; abfence into prefence : | 
blefled Eternity ! When the Lord fhall brin 
‘forthall hisTreafures, open hisWard-robe, a 
and pay off every faved Soul with an infinite od 

oe ne 
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nef$ as much as he can receive, or defire to have; 
treafures of love in God the Father, Son, and Spi- 
rit; pivers of joy in the prefence of God; and ful- 
nefs of grace in conformity to God. Things 
which eye cannot fee,nor ear hear, nor the heart 
of man conceive.: t Cor, 2, 9. And is nota Cer- 

ainty of thefe future treafures ground enough 
for prefent comfort. ) 
Thirdly, from an intereft in thisrich Jefus, 
here’s comfort to Saints under all their prefent 
wants whether outward or inward : In that. 
Firft, There’s enough jin Chrift to fupply 
¢ fillnefs of the God-head; 
Col. 2. 9. Thy wants Believer are but finite, be 
they never fogreat; but Chrifts fulnefs is infi- 
nite: Thy neceffities are the needs of a Creature, 
his abilitie is the power of a Creator: The 
Lord Jefus Chrift can more eafily fupply thy 
need, thena whole Ocean can fill one pitchsr; 
for betwixt theGreatures there is fome preporti- 
on,but betwixt God and the reature none atall: 
Secondly, Asthereisenough inChrift to fill 
all thy wants ; foall the fulnefs that is in Chrift 
is thy own,Believer, laidup in Chriit for thee, 
made over to thee, 1 Cor. 1, 30. Deus meus & 
omnia mea. And therefore mayeft boldly exped 
fupplies according to the meafure of Chrift, 
i Cor. 12. 11. Dividing to every man feverally as 
be will. Thou mayeft asboldly go to the trealury 


ofChrift,asa man doth to hisPurfe for money,or . 


to his Cupboard forBread,and as a Child doth to 
his Father» for neceflary fupplies; 44th.d.3 2: 
Laftly, The Lord Jefus Chrift itands engag- 
ed to fee the wants of his people fupplied, Py. 
34.20. They that fear the Lord {hall want na rood 
Ge 3 thitg 
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. thing, Phil. 4.19. So that thou.mayft boldly fay 


the Lord is my helper, Heb. 13.6. Doft thou 
want Food, Rayment, Health, ge: for thy 


‘Body, ordoft thou want Grace, Wifdom,Faith, 


Love, Humility, Patience, Courage, Self-de- 
nial, Power over Corruptions, Succour under 
thy temptations, victory over thy luft, thou 
mayft go to Chrift withexpectations of all that 
God fees beft for thee: feeing there are fuch 
treafures of all Grace plac’d and entrufted in 
Chrift for thee. A 

Fourthly, Comfort under all your lofles for 
Chrift; furely if Ghrift be yours, and fuch vaft 
treafures are in him, He will not fee you lofers 
for his fake; he can and will fave you harmlefs; 
nay,requite your expenfive love for him - all that 
{trength of affection, «liberty, time, talents 
(Chriftians) you lay out. for him, fhall be given 
in again: Jefus Chrift is that good, Sama- 
rvitane, whohath pafthis word to ‘repay again 
whatever..is laid out for him, or upon his, at 
his bidding, Luke 10. 3§. If a tender hearted 
Paul would take the offences of an Onefimus on 
his account, Philemon ver. 18. Much more will 


~ Chriit take the expences for him on ‘his account 


and repay it a hundred fold in this life, with 

Glory in that whichis to come,» 42ath. 19. 29. 
Laftly, Comfort under all your reproaches 
for Chrift: ’Tisthe lot ofgracious Souls many 
times to be accounted vile, and the off 
fcouring ofall things by themen of this world, 
1 Cor. 4. 13+ fo ver. 10. We are Fools for Chrifts 
fake, and defpifed: "Tis part of the Crofs of 
Chrift to be reproach’d for his fake, 1-Pet.4.14. 
But here’s Comfort in fuchacafe in the confide. 
ration 
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tion of chofetreafures of Chrift : Chriftians, 
ur relation to fuch a Jefus who is the Heir of 
ory will wipe off all your difgrace: Think 
ithat account you have with God, and the 
ory you fhall fhortly have in your own Coun- 


>y, and that will ballance all troubles on the 


count ofdifgrace tor Chrift. 


CHAP. XXIX: 


ntainink an ufe of Es ton; Chara- 
iters of fuch as have. Fereft in Chrift, 
and in all thofe glorious treafures. | 


“NHriftians;, you that have hopes of an Inte- 
_s teftinthefetreafures of Chrift:. clear up 
rar title: Be fure your claim be-good: Reft 
till youcan have your evidences of Chrift 
{t difpute, to make .the matter: plain 
id certain to you; that you are Chrifts, and 


hrift is yours: Adventure notat all your hopes © 


“fuch’ great and glorious things upon uncer- 
inties: if you mifs and fail in your propriety 
this Eftate,you are undone for ever: There's 
» repairing the lofs of Chrift when youcome.to 


‘e: Allyourafter-wit cannot mend this bad. 


gain when time is paft - If you build uponthe 
ad, till the building time be over, you will have 
: Eternitie to repent your folly:there’s noroom 


rr another adventure whenthe door of Heaven . 
fhut: Ifyouhavetoocarelefly, and ground- 


(ly laid your hopes of Chrift, and Glorie, and 
11 fo are fecure tillthe time be paft, you caa 
. Cc 3 no 


So 
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no more make tryal ofa better building : O how 
great will the fail of miftaken hopes be at laft; 
when the Hypocrite fhall fay too late, wo is me, 
1 am deceived! all my hopes for Heaven have 
ProvedaLye; 1 did fuppofe my title was good, 
and others thought fo too: I could tell of Ex- 
periences, and dreamt of clofing with Chrift 5 
I have had my Convictions, Defires, Taftes, Af- 
fections, Parts, Priviledges, and high hopes of 
Glory: But alas, now I fee my building is upon 
the fand; wo tome, all muft down again' I 
have cun in vainy ad now | muft fic down in 
forrow to all eternity. O lamentable! when 


ly this will be thy cafe whoever thouart that haft 
not fure grounds of thy intereft in Chrift : There- 
fore, Chriftians, take not up upon probable 
hopes, but put it out of doubre that Chrift is 
yours, and this ftate is yours. 
~ Queft. But, faies the Soul, 1 confefs it will be 
fad and aoleful to hear of thefe excellent trea- 
fures, and mifs of all at laft: But how might 
I do to be fatisfied in this matter, to know that 
Chrift is mine, and his Riches mine? 
For the refolution of this Cafe I fhall fpeak to 
four things. . 

1. How and in what manner a title to Chrift 
and thofe glorious treafures are to be obtained. 
‘2, Who they are that do obtain them. 

3 What is requifite towards the obtaining 
of them. n 

4.. What aréthe certain and {pecifical fruits 
and effects of {uch an obtaining, as 

1. How or in what manner may the foul come to 


have a Right to Chrift 2 


Anfiy. There are three ufvel ways by which 
: ie, perfons 
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erfons obtaina Title toathing: 1. By Birth 
. By Purchafe, 3. By Gift. 

Firft, By Birth: On this anatural Relation is 
ounded: A Child comes to have a right to his 
athers Inheritance by 8irth. This way the Blef- 
ng and Birth-right fell to the Firft-born: So 
efau had his Title to the Birth-right and Blef- 
ag could he have kept it, Gev. 27. 32. So Ma-’ 
affeb had aright to the Blefling, becaufe he was 
he Firit-born, Gen. 48. 18. 

Secondly, Another way of obtaining a Title 
o a thing is by Purchafe: So Feremiak bought 
| Field, Fer. 32.25, Thus men get a Title to 
‘ftates by Purchafe, when they part witha con- 
iderable value forthem. — 

Thirdly, Another way of Right to a thing 
s by Gift and Adoption: So faced came to an 
-ftate. in the Land of Gefhen, and Fofeph to the 
sovernment of Egypt,and Mofes the Son-in Law 
(0 Pharaoh,by giftand Adoption: Thefe are the 
three ufual ways by which an intereft is obtai- 
ned. By the firft of thefe man can lay noclaim 
to an intereft in Chrift : By Birth we are 
Children of wrath, pb. 2.3. By Purchafe man 
can never get a claim to Chrift: There’s no 
buying this Pearl of price. Therefore a Title 
co Chrift muft come the laft way, by Gift. Faln 
man having loft his firft Eftate, with all right ro. 
life, and capacity to regain it, by fulfilling the 
terms in ordertoit, it muft needs follow, that . 
now if ever he obtain life again it mult be on 
amewaccount, even of Grace. The breach of 
the firft Covenant forfeited ail, and bound o- 
ver the Offender to death and damnation, till 
which penalty be removed (which loft man 
Cc4 could 
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could never do )there cannot poffibly be any pur- 
chafe made of new life and Salvation. Rom: 5. 12. 
Sin hath pafled over all men,andDeath by Sin for 
thatall Men have finned, and by this fail al} pow- 
er of doing good is loft. Rom, 7. 18-Sothat now 
of neceflity there muft be a change of the firft 
term on which life was to behad, there being no 
pofibility in loft man ro fulfillthem, andif ever 
Salvation comes it mult be by grace Eph. 2. 7. 
and gift: The new Covenant gives out all his 
mercies freely, Rev. 21. 7. There’s no place for 
creature worth and merit inorder to Salvation 
under the Gofpel , he that will be faved muft ac- 
cept it asa gift: That?s the firlt, the way of ob- 
taining Chrift: He is the Fathers gift, and his 
own gift. Gal. 2, 20. God gives Chrift to whom 
he pleafeth, not for any diftinguifhing worth in 
the Creature, but from the good pleafure of his 
will. Eph. 1. 11, 

2. Who are they that obtain Chrift, and Salvati- 
on by him? 
 Anfw. It is they that come to, and receive 
Chrift by Faith. Job. 1.12. To as many as recei- 
ved him to them gave he power to become the Sons of 
God: Chrift is offerd in the Gofpel by grace, 
and is received by faith,the acceptance as offer’d 


». of Godisthat which interefts the Soul in him; 


ote + This is calleda comming to Chrift, Adar. 11. 28. 


 Aletting Chrift into the heart, Eph. 3. 17.A 


believing inhim, 1 Job. 5. 10. He that believes 


inthe Son of God hath the witnefs in himfelf : That 
~ isthe witnefs of right to Chrift and life. ver. 11. 
And thisistherecordGod hath given us, Life Eter- 
nal, and all this in bis Son: For wheréa gift is 
_treely cendred to all that will receive it, there 


necds 
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needs nothing to: make that Perfon fit for thar 
gift, but accepting the offer as tenderdito him: 
Neither doth thisacceptance make a Perfon wor- 
thy of the gift, but fulfills the terms inorder to 
an Intereft init -1fafum of money be offered to 
a poor man, and heis calledto receive it, this 
receiving doth not merit itjbut appropriate it:So 
that the Perfons to whom Cirift is tenderd is to 
finners, to ail finners, to the chiefeft of Sinners. 
1 Tim. 1. 15. Andto every one of them, J/z. 55. 
1. Job. 7. 37. Andthe terms on which he is held 
out is freely without money, and without price, 
and nothing is required to entitle them to this 
glorious gift, but their receiving it as tendred. 

3. What is neceffary to the obtaining of Chrij?, and 
and fo of thofe glorious Treafures inhim 2? Without 
which Perfons cannot, will not, come tohim ? 

Anfw. There are prerequfites to the Souls ob-. 
taining of Chrift: Though they do not merit 
Chrift, yet are necellary to the receiving of 
hymn. - 

Firft, That the Sinner be brought to fee his abfo- 

lute need of Chrift, and hiseverlafting undone- 
hefs without him: This courfe the Spirit of God 
took with Lzodicea. Rev. 3. 17- And with thofe 
Jews, Aéts2. 23, 36. Opens to them their curled 
aamning Sin,and wretched ftate by reafon of fin, 
that their hearts might be pricked and wound 
Sothe Jaylour was this way prepared for Ch 
As 16. 30. He was made to fee his doleful ft 
ThustheLaw isSchool-Mafter to bring toCh 
Gal 3. 24. To, beat and wound the finner. 
he may fee his need of ahealing Jefus: Thust 
Spirit is promifed to convince the World of fin, 
Righteoufnefs, and Judgment. Fob. 16. 8. And 


{fo 
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fo did God deal with the unconverted under the 
Gofpel. 1 Cor. 14.25. 

Secondiy, Another requifit to the Souls get- 
ting this title to Chrift is this, thatthere bea 
knowledge of the Lord Jefus Chrift; his futable- 
nefs and iufficiency to fave, his grace, and real 
willingnefs to heal,and cure all that cometo him, 
Heb. 11.6. hence, Eternal Life is faid to lie inthe 
knowledge of Chrift, ob. 17. 3. thatis, in the 
knowledge of his fufficiencie, and willingnefs to 
fave: therefore when Paul came to obtain Chrift 
inorder toit, fayshe: Jt plealedGod to reveal his 
Son in me,Gal.1.15,16+ True faith carries know- 
ledge with it: Faith is not hoodwinkt and 
blind, but hath his difcerning: By faith we 
conte to underftand: hence the Gofpel isto 
be preachedto every Creature; what is the 
Gofpel but the opening of Jefus Chrift, his 
fufficiencie, and willingnefs to fave finners; 
while perfons; lie in a ftate of ignorance, they 
cannot come to have a true title to Jefus 
Chrift. 

Thirdly, 7Tis neceflary that the Soul fee the 
worthand excellency of Chrift to farisfie : That 

- were there no Heaven at the end; yet Chrift - 
himfelf were Heaven enough: So Pau! faw an 


~~ excellencie in Chrift, Pbil.3.8. And the Apo- 


‘ftles alfo, Fob. 1.14. The Soul: that comes to 
Chrift, muft €e him to be the chiefeft of ten 
thoufand ; the onely defirable one, none in Hea- 
yen but Chrift,and none in Earth in comparifon 
-ofhim, Pfs. 73.25, He that only eyes Salvation 
incomming to Chrift,takes him upon neceflity, 

- not upon choice. 
Fourthly, Another requifiteto this comming 
to 
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to Chrift isthat the Sou! be brought to a real 
and actual willignefs to part with all for him ; 
yea, to a throwing all over board to take him 
in, Phil. 3.8. For whom lave fuffered the lofs of 
all things, and do count them dung to win Chrifi. it 
was no fimal! fum thefe Converts parted with be- 
forethey could clofe with Chrift, Affs. 19. 10. 
They brought their Books, and burned them, and 
counted the price, and found it fifty thoufand pieces 
of Silver ; which amountsijt our money, toone 
thoufand, five hundred, fixtyand two pounds, 
and ten fillings» hence tis faid, That he that . 
will be faved muft pluck out his right Eye,. and 
cut offhis right Hand Adah. 5. 29,30 And the 
want of which made the Young man go: away 
from Chrift forrowful. - 
Fifthly, inorder to a clofing with Chrift ’tis 
neceflary that the Soul fee an utter poverty,and 
inability in himfelfever to come to Chrift with- 
out Chrift: Draw me, and we willrun after thee, 
Cant. 1.4. No man cometh to me (fays Chrift) 
except the Father, which fent me, draw him, Fob. 6. 
44. They muft feethemfelves poor, that come 
for fatisfaction in Chrift, Zs. 41. i7. Thou 
muft deny thy own Abilities, and Rigteoufiefs, 
and feethy felf utterly unable, fo much as to 
look to Chrift, till he give anEye, Adath. 11. §. 
Laftly, The goul mutt be brought to clofe with 
all the terms of the Gofpel prapos’d'to him, and 
made heartily willing to take Chrift on his own 
conditions, A4ath.16.14. A perfon is never fit for 
Chrift till he can givehim a blank, and bid him 
write his own terms, unfeignediy faying, Lord 
command me any thing; Iftick at no propofals, 
fo [ may be thine, he that would fain beat down 


the 
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the bargain fhall never have Chrift, J/a. 44. 5- 
now to fuch a reception of Chrift ’tis needful 
that things be plainly opened, and all the 
demands of Chrift be known, and confidered, 
Luk, 14. 28. Sothatthere may beaknown and 
hearty confent to Chrift, and a full compliance 
with all his conditions. 

4. What are the certain fruits, and effetts of the 
Souls obtaining Chrift ? 

Anf. Firft, That Soul that hath an intereft in 
Chrift isanew Creature, 2Cor.5. 17. If any man 
be,in Chrift heis anew Creature; old things are pajt 
away, all things are become new. As the Lord 
Chrift when he was crucifi?d, waslaid ina new 
Tomb ; fo when he is received he muft be lodg- 
ed in a new heart : In redemption work all things 
are new : there’s a new Covenant, Arb.8.8.A new 
Mediatour;the firftCovenanthad none,Aeb.9. 1 5. 
Souls are now brought into anew ftate,ofnew and 
_ glorious Priviledges: They were dead,but now 
are made alive, Eph.2.1. There’sa new Law alfo, 
theLaw of the Goipel,called theLaw of the Spirit 
of life,Rom. 8.2. Therefore ’tis neceflarie that the 
Soul be renewed alfo; this is promis’d under the 
Gofpel,J/z.65.17. Behold | create new Heavens, 
and a newEarth wherein dwellethRighteoufnels, 
fo 2 Pet.3.1 3. there will be a wonderful change 
wrought in that Perfon above what flefh and 
bleod can do, an inward change anew heart,and 
anew Spirit, Ezek. 36. 26. new defires, Pf.63.1. 
Before the Soy did long after the world, plea- 
fures, vanities ; but now, Ay Soul breaks for the 
longing it hath to thy Fudgments.at all times, Pf.119. 
20. Pf, 42.1,2. New affections to God, Pf-1 16.1. 
new love to Chrifk, 1 Cor, 16.22. new love to the 

Law 
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Law of God, Pf.119.97,127-new love to the peo- 
ple of God, 170b.3.14.new love to the name and 
glory ofGod,P/.26.12.P/a.145.15.new affections 
-for the Crofs.of Chrift, andreproach for his 
name, Gal, 2.14. Heb. 11. 26. a new will to 
loath fin and cleave to God and Holinefs, Rom. 
7.19 Ad 11.23.a new Confcience, Heb.10.27. 
2Tim.1.3- and they havea new Convefation,Row: 
6. 40Bph. 2.10. Phil. 1.27. They will walk in 
newnefs of the Spirit, Rom. 6.4. They are crea- 
tedito good works to walk inthem, Eph.2.10. 
At leaft, they defign it,chough they fall fhort of 
it. Thus aSoulthatis come to Chrift is i. new 
Creature. That Soul that hath no renewings in 
him,that hath the fame Spirit, defires, affections, 
will,confcience,that ever he had, cannot prove 
his intereft in Chrift. 
Secondly, That Soul that hath received Chri 
hath received the Spirit of Chrilt, Rom.3.9. If a- 
ny man hath not the Spirit of Chrift he is none of his, 
1 Cor. 12.13. for by one Spirit we are all baptiz?d in- 
to one Body.None can receive the Son,but he muft 
have the Spirit too; for Chrift is not divided : 
He that hathChrift,hath theFather and theSpirit, 
for thefe three are one. Now a Soul thar hath the 
Spirit of Chrift may know it by theeffects of it: 
The Spirit of Chrift isa quickening Spirit, it be- 
getsa principle of Life: The Soul that was 
dead to God, and holinefs; now hath anew life, 
aheartto move after God: it works from other 
motives, even fromlove to God; Doft thou find 
thy heartalwaysdead to every act of Grace? 
No heart to pray,hear,@c. and is this havitual? 
Othen here’s no fruit of ChriftsSpirit. 
The Spirit of Chrift is a fin-oppoling fpirit, al- 
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ways quarrelling with Luft; always convincing, 
troubling, humbling tae Soul for fin, Gal. 5. 17. 
Tit.2.1 i,12.1t gives no peaceable pofleffion to ir, 
but always oppofes it as fire doth water : Where 
the Spirit of Chrift is, ’cis a leading guiding Spi- 
rit, Rom. 8.14. Chriftians,what is itleads you ? 
Is it your own Spirits ? if you have received the 
Spirit of God,you may know it by thofeScripture 
ways ittakes to put you upon duty: fuch a one 
isco vinced by the word, and perfwaded, and 
help’d by the word to this and the other duty. 
Again, The Spirit of Chrift isa praying Spirit: 
A Soul that is in Chrift cannot live without pray- 
er;though no eye fee it,and no good come by it, 
yet he cannot omit fecret prayer; Zach. 12. 10. 
Rom.8.15. "Tis not enlargement of affections, 
parts,abilities,and expreffions in prayer; but the 
inditings of the Spirit ; inward breathings,fighs 
and groans of the Spirit: A man may pray like a 
Saint,oranAngel,and yet not have a jot of theSpi- 
rit of prayer : but it is the encouragement ofthe 
Spirit to wreftle withGod byChrift; the inward 
fuggeftions of hope,when aSoul can go toGod as 
toa Father, when the very heart goes out to God 
in prayer, and when prayer is wing’d with Faith 
and Love: Thefeare the effects of a Spirit of 
prayer,atd the fruit of aSouls reception of Chrift. 
Thirdly, They that have obtain’d an intereft in 
Chrift,have crucified the flefh with the lufts there 
of,Gal.5.24-They,aud only they that areinChrift 
have crucified the flefh;that is,the body of death, 
original fin: The general Nature of fin ; the uni. 
verfal extents of fin;come under the workings of 
this Crucifixtion: O try Souls; ath the Axe 
been ever laid to the root of fin ? Have a ae 
oun 
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found felling ftroaks upon the bodie of your 
Corruptions,are you baptiz’d into the death of 
Chrilt,and as he died for fin, fo do you die to fin; 
and by vertue of his death, and wounds, do you 
fetch power,and ftrength from him to crucifie it? 
There's a difference between the curbing , and 
the crucifying of fin: fin may be chain’d up, im- 
prifon’d, and not crucified - Hypocrites that are’ 
under a feeming change, doreftrain, and:confine 
fin ; yeathey may punifh fin,but do not crucifie it: 
The crucifying of fin is the giving it a deadly 
mortal wound, fetch’d from the blood,and death 
of Chrift : Faith fetches vertue from the Grave 
of Chrift,to deftroy the power of fin, nothing 
fo mortally ftabs this Leviathaz as a believing re- 
flection on our propriety in Chrifts Crucifixtion, 
and a laying hold on promifes by Faith in order 
to the application of the benefit of a crucified 
Chrilt, Rom: 6. 4,6. Our old man is crucified with 
him: The putting our lufts into the fide, wounds, 
and grave of Chrift; A levelling the Ax to the bo- 
dy of fin, doth ftrange work to the crucifying of 
it. rie then’are your corruptions,Pride,Paflions, 
Earthlinefs as ftrong asever ? deceive not your 
felves,this will never aflure your intereft in Chrift 
till fin be deftroyed : "tis true, when the wound is 
given,fin doth not immediately die,but the bodic 
offin is dying, and the believing Soul finds his 
corruptions hath lefs ftrength every day; as a 
man that lofeth his blood weakens more and 
more; foaSoulthat crucifies Luft, finds it to 
weaken day by day. f 

Fourthly, A nother effect of a Souls union with 
Chrift is this - There will be fome refemblance of 
‘Chrift. 1 Poh. 4. 17, As he ts fo ave wein this 
_ Werld. 
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World. As Chrift was Crucified in the flefh, fo afe 
his Crucified to the flefh : And-as Chrift was 
rifen and juftified in the Spirit, fo are they fancti- 
fied by the Spirit, and:have the nature, aad Image 
ofChrift:Hence we are faid to be made conforma- 
ble to the Image of his Son. Rom. 8.29. They that 
are Chrift?s are in fome meafure of truth like 
him. 1 Fob. 3.3. They have fomething of Chriil’s 
Nature, and Spirit: Let the [ame mind be in you 
that was. in Chrift Fefuss Phik 2. 5. Chrift?s mind 
was off from, and above the World; and herein 
liesas great. an evidence of intereft in Chrift as 
in any thing, that Soul is dead to, and’wonder ful- 
ly loofe.from the World. Gal. 6. 1.4. Chrift’s 
mind was heavenly,he favour’d the things above, 
bis meat, and drink was to do his Fathers will, 
If youare Chrift’s you will be of the fame mind ; 
nothing in the World will fo much delight you as 
_ to do fomething for God: Chrift?s mind was hea- 
venly,to do his work,and haften home;and if you 
-are Chrift’s this will be your mindto difpatch 
your work. and haften home. Chrift was full of 
mercy. humility, meeknefs : If you are interefted 
in Chrift, fo it will bewith you. 9 + = 
altly, They that are interefted in Chrift, do intereft - 
Cbrift in themfelves,and in ‘all that is theirs, 2 Cor. 8.5. 
They firft cane themleldes to the Lord » Such do devote, and 
make over themfelves, and all to Chrift,and glad they. have 
any intereft, parts, capacities, that Chrift will accept of 5 
they canrot keep back'a part 3 ne, were it a thoufand times 
dearer,Chrift {hall have all,Can, 6.3. Lam my Beloveds, and 
my Beloved is mine: The keeping back of part loft Ananias, 
and Saphira;they were undone,and damned forever, -4¢.5. 
Tf Chrift be yours ; you willentitle him te all yoy are and — 
have. And thus arewe come to a Conclvfion in this matter > 
That Sou] t hat can come to feal to thofe things, is a happy 
Cou) ; O blefled Seul indeed ! Then mavit thou boldly. fay, 
The Lord is my helper. God, Chrift, the Spirit, the Pro- 
mifes.the Kingdom,and glory is mine. Thus much for the ufe 
of Examination. . CHA Pe 
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Aving-already difpatch’d Motives, Counfels; 
and Direétions to Sinners, about their:cds 
ming, to this Chrift, I fhall only apply:this 

Jaft ufe of Exhortation to thofe who are intéreft- 

ed-in this rich, and glorious’ Jefus... Chriftians; 

you that ate made happy in your Relation to Ghrift; 
and invefted: with a Title to thefe glorious ‘Trea* 

(ures; of all perfons ; you are moft obliged to duty; 

Chriftians, beyou advis’d and exhorted to thele 

feveral duties. « . ; 

! : 1 Duty. rob fief chidw 

.. Firft; Be exhorted to Thankfulnefs. to the zich’ 

Grace of ‘God, for giving: fucha Treafure,and! 

Treafury as Chrift iss be: continually offering sup 

Praifes and: Than{givings to God, Flames:ofiholy 

&feCtion; beadmiring the Grace of God,:as the 

Fountain and ‘Spring, of thefe -waters of Life; as: 

che deep' Mine.of: thofe glorious: Treafures: now 

co ferue up. your Affections,: dnd: wind upyyour 

Hearts tomake way for ‘holy, Mélody:, admiring, 

triumphing, and! bleffing God-for: giving Chritt,. 

confider thefe following Particulars, as motives to. 
this choiceduty.: ¥ is 9b ba joe 
Firft, Confider what you were: without Chrift,,. 

O! Chriftians, look back, and fee what once, you 

were, Ephs 2. 11. Remembring) that in times patty: 

you rere Gentiles in the Flee. .. The wortt of men,. 
, a ath 
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an idolatrous fort of men, Worfhippers of Devils, 
you were wild Olives, Enemies to God in your 
minds,Col. 1.21. hateful, and hateing one another, 
Tit. 3» 3. Lying in your blood to the Joathing of 
your perfons, Ezek. 16. 4,5, 6. dead in Trefpaffes 
and Sins, wretched, miferable, poor, blind, naked, 
Rev. 3, 17. Children of Wrath, heirs of Hell, born 
to Wrath, Eph. 2.1, 2, 3. under the Curfe and 
Condemnation of the whole Law, Gal. 3. 10. O 
famentable ftate! Obnoxious to’ Death, liable to 
everlafting Deftruction; every moment, no guard 
about you, open to Devils, liableto the pourings 
out of divine Fury, and the-openings ofthe deep 
‘Freafures of infinite Vengeance, to have no fecuri- 
ty from the greateft Evils, nor capacity ever to be 
deliver’d out of them 5 obnoxious:every minute to 
a fearful looking of a fiery Wrath and Indignation, 
which fhall devour the ‘Adverfary, Heb. 10. 27. 
This was once your: ftate Believers, you were ftub- 
ble, ready for everlafting Burnings, Fuel for that 
Fire that can never be quenched, and.Food for the 
Worm that never dyeth, O! fad cafe indeed, and 
was not freedom and deliverance from fiich a fiate, 
a Mercy-worth your higheft Thanks? ‘Had you but 
lookt into the place.of Torment, and dipt your 
Finger into that ‘lake of Fire and Brimftone, you 
would have wonder’d at Redemption-mercy, ‘and 
adored that Grace of God that pluckt you out of 
it: andiis not your acknowledgment of preventing: 
Grace, as due now as it would have been to an) 
actual deliverance out of thefe Miferies ? > 
‘Secondly, Confider what you are by Grace, if) 
you are related to Chrift, you are brands pluckt’ 
out of the Fire, Zach. 3. 2. Bond-flaves redeemed 
om - . from 
Rs ae 
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from the Pit, Zach. 9. 11. Condemned Wretches 
fav’d from Wrath tocome, 1 Thef: 1.10. Tranfla- 
ted from Darknefs to Light, and from the Power 
of Satan into the Kindgdom of God, Ads 26, 18: 
Col. 1. 13. Made Sons and Daughters to God, call= 
ed to his Kingdom and Glory, 1 Thef2. 12. Gal. 
4. 6, Crown’d and invefted with a Right to his 
Prefence and moft glorious Priviledges, Eph. 2. 18: 
19. Under the Eye of God, under divine Care; 
infinite Grace is an Undertaker for you, 1 Pet. 5.7: 
O glorious State! Confider further, how you lye - 
upon the Heart of God, as a Seal and Signet there, 
Cant. 8. 6. Reckoned'amongft his Jewels account- 
éd his peculiar Treafure, Exod. 19. 5. Mal. 3.17- 
Partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 
Col. 1, 12. Sitting in heavenly places in ChriftJe- 
fus, made Veffels, fitted for Mercy, fill’d with Mer- 
cy, devoted to Mercy, Rom. 9. 23. And Heirs of 
Glory, Fam. 2. 5. O wonderful, wonderful Graces 
this is matter of Praifes to God to all Eternity : Time 
would fail to read over your Inventory, and to look 
through your Treafury, “tis Work for an Eternity 
to do: O believe what you cannot fee, and adsniré 
what you cannot know, and ftudy out what you yet 
underftand not of your bleffed ftate, both ptivative- 
ly, and pofitively confider’d, and when you have 
found out a little of your Happinefs, then look 
on thofe beneath you, put your Mercies into the 
fcale with the World’s Miferies, rate your Re- 
demption-intereft with the lot of Chriftlefs Souls, 
matter of the fame Lump with you, think on your 
Acquaintance, Friends, Relations; Neighbours, that 
have enjoyed the fame Gofpel-Priviledges with you, 
and yet thefe are left to their Blindnefs, to perith - 
in the Error of their beh and muf? dawn into 
D 2, 
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the deep for ever, but you are exalted, and lifted 
up to Glory. .O! What caufe is here for. Praifes 
bleilings, Thanfgivings, and Hallejuahs to him 
that fits upon the Throne, and to the Lamb for 
evermore, To 
Thirdly, Confider the greatnefs of that Grace 
which hath made you to differ; Ah! Believers, 
Redemption-grace {aw nothing more in you than 
in Fada, Demas, and thofe that perifh; you were 
of the fame Lump, cut out of the fame piece, there 
was not a Jot of Difference between you and the 
damned, but only the good pleafure of Grace, on- 
ly divine Mercy laid it’s hand upon you: © that 
aftonifhing word, becaufe it pleafed him to make 
you. bis people, 1 Sam. 12. 22. It was. only the free 
grace of God that chofe Facob, and left E/au, Rom. 
9.13. It wasnot for your fakes Chriftians, that the 
Lot was ca{t. fo well for you: No, Be it known to 
you O boufe of Ifcacl, be afbamed and confounded for 
ever in your own Eyes, Ezek. 36.32. The moving 
Caufe, the Wheel within the Wheel, that made 
you adopted, and others rejeéted, was only the: 
good Pleafure of his Will, Eph. 1. 5.7. It was from 
hence, God fo loved the World, out of this Womb 
{prung all your Mercies, it was Height: of Grace, 
Length, Breadth, Depth, Love palling Knowledge, 
Eph, 3. 18.19. O yeheirs of Glory, be affeGted, 
aftonifhed,ravilhed with the fenfe of this rich grace 
of God towards you, in giving Chriftnot.only for 
you, but to you,.and revealing him in you, and ° 
uniting him to you by the Spirit, from the fame 
~ Mafs of fallen man, to fingle out fome for pardon, 
and leave others for Punilhment: O wonderful! 


The Senfe of this made the Apoftle break out in 
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fach a holy Extafie, Rom. 11.33. theiDepth of 
the Riches both of the Wifdom and Knowledge of God, 
(Othe depth! A note of Exclamation, and-‘filen- 
cing wonder. O confider this Love of God to 
your Souls, *tis free Love without any Influences 
from the Creature,full Love without Circumference 
or Bounds, eternal Love without Beginning: and 
without end. Fruitful Love, abounding in: the 
rich Giftsand Procurements of it, Othe Giftsand 
Tokens God fends: to you now, and O the large 
{tore ‘he lays up for ever for you: *tis fympathyzing 
Love, full of Bowels, delighting Love, full of plea- 
lure in you, *tis refting Love: He will reft over 
them in his Love 5 ’tis immutable Love without 
Changes, giving Love, forgiving Love, caring 
Love, fecuring Love, returning Love, overcoming 
Love. . OQ! where fhall I make an end? How can 
jou come to the bottom of this Deep, wade a little 
‘arther, till you have loft your felves in holy won- 
er: Can you fee your brave houfes, fine Cloaths, 
somfortable Relations, and have fuch high Regards, 
or thefe, and no more for this Grace of God : O 
wonder more at this Love. 

Fourthly, Confider how this is the great Defigu 
of Godin this grace,that you {hould be to his praife 
ph. 1. 12. That is the end which God aimed at 
n Prediftinating you to Glory, that you might be 
othe Praife of his grace, that his Grace might 
srocure the Manifeftation of his Praife ;.’tis not tor 
in Enlargement of bis Revenue, or Advancement 
his Protic ; for man cannot be profitable to God; 
Job 22. 22. or for any addition to his Honour bee 
ag above all Praife, but that he might receive the 
(ribute of his own Glory, and. the returns of his” 
ie Dd 3 Oute 
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outgoing Goodnefs : Now if this be the very end 
why God fets his love upon you Chriftians, then 
you have reafon to glorifie his Grace, left you en- 
deavour to overturn the whole Projects of Salvati- 
on-kindnefs. | 

Fifthly, Think how delightful Praife is to God, 
Pal. 69.31. This alfo fhall pleafelthe Lord better than 
an Oxe or a Bullock: that hath Horns and Hoofs. That 
is, an Adult, and full grown Beaft, which is more 
fit for Sacrifices. as Rabbi D. Kimchy notes, a Beaft 
was not fit for Sacrifice under two years olds fo 
that Praife is preferred here above all Sacrifice, as 
that which God takes moft delight in of any thing, 
becaufe this doth moft honcur himm.to acknowledge 
him the Author of all Mercy, atid God of all Grace, 
Pfal. 50. 23. Whofo offereth Praife, glorificti me, 
That is, He doth ina fingular manner fhew forth 
mine Honour, arid this is pleafing to him. 

sixthly, This brings Protit to your own Souls, 
Pfal. 50. 23, For *tis the means and way to obtain 
the Salvation of God Ponit vias aut preparat vianr, 
(faith one) it opens the way fer Salvation to go 
out to that Soul, this duty of Praife will bring you 
Gain, becanfe it cngageth God to give out more 
Mercy, and it leaves: Influences of {piritual Good 
on ‘your own Souls;'it puts the heart into a good 
Frame to love God, and delight imvhim, and leaves 
more obligednefs onthe Soubto fearand ferve God; 
fo David atter that Pfalm of Praifeto'God,2 Sam.7: 
was wonderfully influenced to duty to God, as you 
tay {ce, chap. 8. 11. and hadshis Spirit abundant+ 
ly {weetned to men, chap. 9.2. > 5 * 

Laftly,, Contider alfo, how pleafant this: duty 
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; lightful 


~ 


the Unfearchable Riches of Chrift. 407: 


lightful, and abundantly affects; and ravifhes. the 
Heart, to have the fenfe of divine Mercy in it, Pfat. 
147.1. Praife ye the Lord, for it is pleafant, and 
Praife is comely. O Believers! let me effectually per- 
{wade you then to the higheft Acknowledgments of 
Redemption-grace, and to the utmoft Praifes fop 
this rich Jefus, who hath bleffed you with all fpi- 
ritual Bleilings, Eph. 1. 3. 
2 Duty. 

Secondly, You that have an Intereftin this glo- 
sious Redeemer, labour to keep up a high valuati- 
on of him in your Hearts ; if he be fo rich asthe 
Gofpel reports of him, O then prize him accord- 
ing to his excellent worth:. Great men are highly 
efteemed, the Cap, the Knee, the belt Room, the 
chiefeft Seat are theirs, Fam. 3. 3» And how much 
more worthy is Chrift of your account, 1 Pet. 2.75 
To you that believe be is precious, Ty it fignifies an 
high Eftimation of anothers Worth and Excellency, 
ready to be attefted by all poflible and due De- 
monftrations : four things fhould eblige Believers 
to a high Efteem of Chrift. 

Firft, His own tranfcendent Excellency which 
fingularly refides in him, and eminently fhines out 
from him, ten thoufand times brighter than the 
Beams of the Sun, which in theit own nature chal- 
lenge the highett Adoration of men and Angels, 
efpecially of faved Souls, to whom he is moft en- 
deared and moft nearly related. As the Apple-tree 
excells the meaneft and moft uiélefs Shrub, infinite- 
ty more doth the Lord Jefis over top all the Glo- 
ry of the world as Mediator, Cant. 2. 3. He is the 
chiefeft of ten thoufands, Cant. 5. 10. He is before 
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all things, ‘Col. 1. 17. Both inidignityland time, he’ 
recedes all’ Creatures, he ‘isthe Fountain of all 
Excellencies ; his‘divine and perfonal Pérfeétions 
make him. the glory of Heaven, the adoration. of 
Angels,:the admiration of Saints; vand the object 
of all Obfervance and holy Wondery2:Thefi1. 10. 
~ Secondly, The high honour :the’Father puts up- 
on him; He is his Well-beloved, Marth.o3.0r7. 
The objec of his Delight, the Exaltation of his 
right-hand, who ‘hath put all things’ under-his 
Feet, Heb. 2. 8. Set over thesworks of his hands, 
crowned with:Glory and: Honoury verf.7.° Wore 
fhipped by all the Angels, by the Fathers Appoint- 
ment, and fet downat the right hand of the Maje- 
fty'on high, Heb. 1. 3.6. entrutted) with | all: the 
Concerns and Interefts of God, in: the: World, 
made. his pleni-potentiary, to compofe all Diffe- 
rences betwixt himfelf and fall’ man: now; hath 
the Father {uch ‘a high Vajuation of Chrift ?. then 
furely *tis an unworthy thing in you, to detract 
from his Honour. i 16.4 
3dly, The Lord Jefus Chrift'deferves your high 
Eftimation, becaute he is the Fowtain of all-thofe 
Streams that do make glad your Souls,-the Sun of . 
all thofe Beams, that warm your Hearts, the Author 
- of all thofe Mercies that do {upply:and delight you + 
all. your Excellencies and the things you: moftly 
value, are Derivations from his glory; things are 
ratable as they: come from Chritt, he turns your 
‘Water into Wine, {wectens your bitter Cups, and 
makes them to overflow, all your gracescome.from 
his Fullnefs, -he.is-your Friend, «your beft: Friend; 
‘your. old Friend, ‘your none-fich in Heaven ‘and 
Barth, P/al. 73. 25.The Procurer of all your Mer- 
Pes NS cies 
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cies, the {weetnefS of all your Comforts, thé crown 
-of all your:Glory, and) doth ‘he not deferve your’ 
Eftimation ? If he hide his Pace all Light'\goes’ .«. 
with him, if he fufpends the’ Communications of >, 
his Favour, nothing is comfortable to you, “iffhe — 
lock up his Treafires, nothing but Poverty: and ~ 
watting covers your Souls, every thing without him 
is nothing, and with him, any little thing is 
enough; Bread and Water is rich cheer with Chrift, 
Difgrace and Reproach is Honour with Chrift; 
Poverty is Riches with Chrift ;O prize Chrift then, 
for he puts a worth upon all things that you:can 
enjoy. fines 

Fourthly, Confider the wonderful value: the 
Lord Jefus Chrift puts upon you, and let this per~ 
{wade you toa due valuation of him, Gals2.\20. 
Whe loved me, and gave bimfelf for me, Joh. 15.16. 
© amazing, wonderful, fovereign Grace! That: 
the Son of God fhould fet his higheft Regards up» 
on loathfome Dung, {wept out of door bysdivine. 
Juttice, caft out into the open Field; pityful, loath- i 
fome; undone Creatures, that he fhould:actount - 
you (Believers) as the Apple of his Eye, who have 
beenvas Thorns in. his fide, that he fhould:accourit 
you.as a Seal on his Heart, who have been {pears: 
to pierce through his Bowels, that he fhould value 
you as the travel of his Soul, the Jewels of -his 
Crown, the Inhabitants of his glorious Prefence 
toall Eternity, that he fhould;account {uch {potty, 
Worms as you worthy of his'Love, his Blood, and: 
his Mediation, deferving his Bofom, his Kingdom’ 
and his Throne: O what ftrange aftonithing, Grace 
is thistsand will-you' preter Creatures, and place 
Riclationsin your Boforn,-and kt Chrift lye ~ of 
sis oor, 
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door, O unworthy a& indeed ! Surely he deferves 
your higheft Eftimation, O prize Chrift! prize 
Chrift! value him. . 

Firft, Above all things in Heaven: and Earth, 


| "y count nothing like him, much lefs abovehim ; fer 


_ him in the uppermoft Seat, enthroné him in your 
Heart ; Let him ride in that Chariot of yours that 
is pav'd with Love ; Efteem his Perfon above alf 
Perfons, his Purchafe above all Purchafe 2 his Love 
above all Affections; his help above all Affiftance: 
Value him above Father, Mother, Husband, Wife, 
Friends, Pleafures, Credit, Riches, or whatever is 
deareft to you: Say as Mofes did, Who is like to thee? 
Exod. 15.11. Thy Name alone is excellent, thy Glo- 
ry above the Heavens. Efteem his Precepts above all 
the Commands of men; His Promifes, his Privi- 
ledges, his Comforts, his Ordinances, his People 
above all: Chrift, in conjun@ion with other 
things, accounts himfelf flighted; He muft be 
Ant Cefar, aut nullus. 

Secondly, Prize Chrift in all; in all) Perfons 
and things, make him the Standard to meafure the 
worth of all created Beings by; Reckon things as 
they carry Chrift in them: when Satan or Corrup=_ 
tion tempt you to a high efteem of any, Ask them, 
as Chrift did, whofe Superfcription and Image they 
bear ? Matth. 22.20. As the Talent of the Tem- 
ple was of greateft value, fo let thy Account be of 
thofe things that have the Temple ftamp upon 
them, in a Sacred Reflection of Jefis Chrift. Rec- 
kon not much of any thing that hath not Aliquid 
Chrifti, fomething of Chriftimit. 9 

Thirdly, Prize Chrift at alltimes 5 notonly by 
fts and flarts 5 not when he brings oan 

an 
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and loads thee with his Favours onely, but alfo 
‘when he hides his Face,and holds hisHand, when 
he feems to take no notice of thee: Let Chrift be 
thy Sun in the Day-times let him be thy Diamond 
in the Night, when all other Lights are gone, and 
thadows of Darknefs are over thee ; let him be al- 
wayes uppermoft in thy Account ; Think meanly 
of him at no time; let him lye between thy 
Brcaits, to fatiate thee at all times, Cant. 1, 13. 
3. Duty. 

Thirdly, Believers, Have all your expectations 
from Chrift, Pfal. 62.5. My Soul waiteth only up- 
on God, for my expeétation is from bim. VE the Lord 
Jefus be fo rich, then he-is able to maintain you, 
and fupply all your wants: There’s Bread enough 
in his houfe to feed you 5 Light enough in him to 
guide you ;Comfort enough to cheer you: Blood 
enough to pardon you; Rigkteoufnels enough to 
juftifie you: Grace enough to fan@ifie you: 
Strength cnough to bear and fupport you ; Trea- 
fures enough to fatisfie and requite you. Hence’tis 
he calls his People to look to him, and be faved, 
T/a.45.22. And on this Belief the Saints refolved 
to wait and look for him, 1/2.8.17. O Chriftians! - 
expect all you need from Chrift : His fufficiency to 
help you, and his willingnefs to fupply you, are 
Arguments enough for your Expectation : why 
fhould you look to Creatures more than to the 
Creator? to the Clay, more than to the Potter ? 
to broken Pits, more than to the Fountain? to 
the Phyfician, more than unto God? Is there not 
a God in Ifrael ? why then are your eyes, Chrifti- 
ans, afterempty Cifterns, and things that cannot 
profit you ? Have you chofen Chrift to be your 

Rock 
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Rock, your Fountain, Life, Sufficiency, and Fulnefs, 
to fill allin all; and-yet run to other things for 
your Relief, as if he were not able to-fupply you ? 
O Souls! faften your eyes on Chrift; expe& all 
you want from. him,) as the impotent man ‘did on 
Fohn and Peter, Acts 3.5. Look not fo much on 
Creatures and Relations, Friends, Riches, and 
Wildom, éc. left you be afhamed 3 but wait for 
the Vifion, for it will {peak, Hab. 2.3. Expect all 
you need from Chrift, for the expectation of the 
poor fhall not perifh. . 
he Duty. it 
Fourthly, Be contented with Chrift alone, what- 
ever is wanting, ; and truly, *tis ftrange indeed,that 
an infinite Portion cannot fatisfie a finite Being, 
and_a whole Ocean fill a little Veffel;, Believer, 
Thou haft the perfon of Chrift,who is the wonder. 
of Angels, the Satisfaction, and the Heaven of 
glorified Saints, the defire of all Nations, the long- 
ed-for Foy of all that truly know and taft him, and 
will not this content you? Pal could leave all the 
World to go after Chrift, and art not thou fatis- 
fyed with Chrilt, without the World? Zhis (faith 
— . Agnes the Roman, Martyr) Even this is he, I. now 
confess that I do lovey I will make ‘balte to. meet him, 
The naked prefence of Chrift hath-been a Heaven to 
fuffering Saints under the want of all things: I 
have found a net of Honey (faith Algerius) in the Eu- 
trals of a Lyon, in a deep dark Dungeon, I havefound 
. a paradife of Pleafure, &c. And if fome.glimples 


of the prefence, fome Ilapfes of the love of Chrift, - 


were enough to thefe Sufferers in the want of all 
things, O unreafonable Soul, that thou.fhouldeti 
complain, and be diffatisfyed, who haft an Intereft 
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in Chrift, and’ fo much of ‘other things too. .O 
Chriftian | If Chrift be thine, let it content thee; 
for all is thine s his Heart is upon thee, and) will 
not that content thee ? He loves thee more:than 
all the World, he will not leave thee, andi: will 
not this pleafe thee? Heb..13.5. He :will care for 
thee, 1 Pet. 5.7. Thou fhalt want no good thing, 
he will.make up the want of creatures with him- 
felf, he will. {weeten bitter cups 5 *tis but a little 
while, and he will take thee to himfelf, where 
Wants, /Sufferings, Shame, Reproaches, Griefs, 
and Sin fhall trouble thee no more: O.then be fa- 
tisfyed with a fingle Chrifi,, in Heaven he muft. be 
thy alone Happiness. there’s. no Houfe,. Land, 
Husband, Wife, Parent, Children, to make up thy 
Fullnefs ‘and Bleffednels, there God willbe all in 
all, andi is not this God in Chrift enough now? 

5 Duty. 

F ifthly; Take up your Delights i in sis sich and - 
glorious Chrift, he is the Treafure, and his:fhould 
be the heart alfo, Math. 6, 21. There is all that 
in Chrift; which thy Heart can defire,  firetch thy 
Longings to the utmoft, and hcis infinitely beyond 

them 5.and.if he deferves to be the object of thy 
Defires, then of thy Delight, for what is Delight 
but Defire in Fruition? He. is'the only. adequate 
object of Delight ; other things are unfutable to.a 
{piritual Heart,and cannot pleafe; emptysand:cannot 
fatisfie; fading, and cannot. laft 5 cloying, and foon 
become burdenfome ;,.but.God in Chrift is au eter- 
nal Excellency : thofe things that feem moft dele- 
Gable in Creatures, are but Derivations: from his 
Excellency, Drops. of his. Fullnefs,.Sips of ‘his 
Sweetnefs,the imprefs of his Fingers ; Pasig mre 
rdi- 
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Ordinances of Chrift, are but the Galleries ir 
which he walks, the Chariot in which he rides, 
the Cabinet wherein his Jewels lye, the Cifterns 
through which Waters of Life pafS to faved ones; 
and if thefe be fo pleafant, O what then is him- 
felf, and fhould not Believers then delight them- 
felves in him. 

Queft. But how thail Ido to get my Heart to this 
delight in Chrift? 1 find my Affe@tions ¢old, and 
my Spirits dead, that I cannot tafte that Sweetnefs 
in Chrift, nor take that Pleafure in the Almighty 
as I would. Md 

Anfw. Firlt, withdraw your Hearts from all other 
Delights, this courfe doth the Lord fet Irae! tu 
get up to a delight in himfelf, If. 58. 13, 14. 
There is no greater Enemy to true delight in God, 
than a perfons own carnal Pleafure, and delight in 
. things below God, Whoredom and new Wine take 
away the Heart, Hof. 4. 11.°Tis impolfible a Soul 
can take pleafure in Chrift and Sin together, Mar. 
6. 24. For carnal Pleafures withdraw the Affecti- 
ons from God, Fob 21. ver. 12.015. 1 Fob. 2.15. 

Secondly, Relt not till you have cleared’up your 
Intereft in Chrift, and-can upon good grounds ap- - 
prehend him as your peculiar and chief Treafure 
better than all the World befides,and appropiate it 
to your own Souls, Cant. 2. 3.5. This drew the 
_ Spoufes Heart to fo much longing after and folace 

in the Lord Jefus, even’ the foht of his tranfcen- 
dent Worth beyond all others, and her'title to all: 
thofe Excellencies; ’tis feen Intereft in Chrift that 
draws out the Heart after him, Cant.7. 10. Doubts 
of Relation to Chrift, and Fears of laying-a claim 
to thefe precious Treafures,-damps the Soul plea- 
fure in Chritt, Third- 
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Thirdly, Be fatisfy’d about Chrift’s {pecial love 
to you, and delight in you, 1 Job. 4. 19.  Jealou- 
fies about an Intereft in this love of God, did fo 
cool the fews Hearts towatds him, Ifa. 49. 14. 
But Zion faith, the Lord hath forfaken me, and my 
God hath forgotten me : From hence they began to: 
flack their pace after God, and cryed out, behold 
what a wearinefs is it, and {nuffed at it, Mal. 1.23. 
chap. 3.14, Sulpition of Chritts Heart towards you 
will ftraiten yours towards him: think well of 
Chrift’s Heart to you, cherifh daily 2 good Opini- 
on of his Nature, Affection, and Faithtulnef$. 

Fourthly, Beg hard for heart-affeGing fights of 
Chrift ; This fo enamoured the Spoufes Heart, fhe 
{aw the beauties of her beloved, Cant. 2.1. She be- 
held him to be the rofe of Sharon, and Lilly of the 
Vallies, the powrings out of his Name drew her af- 
feétions to him, Cant. 1.3. The Eye affeéts the 
Heart, Lam. 3.51. As with Sorrow fo with Joys 
*Twas David’s Sight of God in the. outgoings of 
his Love and Glory, that made his Soul thirft after 
him, Pfal. 63.1.2. 

Fifthly, Bewmuch in the confideration of what 
Chrift hath done for you, and beftowed upon yous 
this fo engaged Hezekiah’s Heart to God, Ifa. 38. 
17. and filled David’s heart wiih fuch an Extafy of 
Joy in God, 2:'Sam.7. 19, 20. Pfal. 8. 

Sixthly, Get: a nature and Spirit futable to 
Chrift, Simile Simili gaudet, Pfal. 17. 15. I (halt 
be fatisfied when I awake with thy Likeneff. This 
made the Image of Chrift glorious in the Soulseye 
alfo,when once it becomes changed into it’s Like 
nefs, 2 Cor. 3.18. Thereforedid Paul delight inthe 
Law of God after the inner man, Rom. 7. 22, Be- 
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caufé he had his inner parts changed into the Image 
ofits) what..pleafure will wicked men stake ima 
wicked Caufe, from thefimilitude it hath to their 
own Nature? So will the Soule ih Chrift, when 
once:brought into'a futablenefs to him. 90 5 oy 

: Laftly; Be much ‘in Communion: with: Chrift, 
and -this will beget wonderful Joy.in him, P/ab. 
£19.:167. David's being much converfantin.God’s 
Laws) begat and ftrengthen’d his: delight:in it..So 
verfi14. Tis: Intimacy. breeds» Delight, whereas 
StrangenefS lefferis.all that Familiarity and Pleafure 
we elfe might take: in) Perfons, Pfal. 14. 10.4 
> Stranger intermeddles not with his Foy. Be not ,con- 
tented to keep to'duty, but prefs after Communi+ 
on! with Chrifttherein. dod wer 

jz &. Dutyexe oid ws t blo; 
~ Sixthly, Be not troubled at your Wants,  Loffes 
arid Sufferings; you undergoe in this Worlds Gon- 
fider thefe four things. bef is 

. Firft, You cam want no- good. thing, theGod 
of Glory ftands bound for your Supplies, Pfal.' 3.4: 
10. They that feck the Lord fhall-seant-tio good thing, 
Pfal.23. 1. The Lord is my Shepheard; Ifhall not 
want. It cannot!be, that thofe'who are fo much. 
interefied in the Heart, Care, Perfon,and:Treafure 
‘of the Lord-Chritt, can be deftitute’s. what can.you 
want who are entitled to all good®things? a: Gor, 
33 22,23, Whov are Heirs of the:Promifes, Pro- 
mifes that concern ‘the: Life, thatniow is, and) that 
which ‘is to.come; 1 Lim. 40:8. Youchave a. furer, 
Title to: your Supplies, than! they that; have moft 
of the World in their.hands3 for God-hath laid up; 
in the hands of, Jefus:Chriftya full ; Allowancefor 
you, how fhoft foever:he may feem to, keep iam 
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for a while: the Earth is your Lords, and the Full- 
nefs thereof, and the Cattel on’a thoufand Hills» 
Pfal"50i t0..12. Pfal. 24. 1. Heaven, and Earth 
and all things therein, are made over in ‘the ever- 
Jafting Covenant for your ufe. Oey be: 

Secondly , You thall want or fuffer no more than 
infinite Wifdom, and fatherly Love fees beft’ fot 
yous *tis impoffible that ‘divine Purpofes fhould be 
frultrated towards you; he that will work will 
work, ‘and nothing fhall let, *tis not Men not'De- 
vils, nor the greatelt injury of time, can‘ deprivé 
you of your Fathers Allowance, and that is'upon 
infinite Wifdom and good Pleafure. The Wings 
and Wheels of Gods Providence over his ‘people, 
and for them, -are full of Eyes within and without}, 
to (hew the wife Care and Providence of God over 
his, in the worft of times, and’ hardeft condition 5 
and thefe Wheels are moving for your Good, Chri- 
ftians, and’ God fees in the darkeft Providence, 
what: is beft‘for you; all his Dealings’ with his 
people,are the Fruits of everlafting Love, Fer. 3123. 
(30d doth in infinite Wifdom manage all your Con4 
ecrns; “tis not by Chance, or through any inad4 
vertency, any Croffes or Loffes befall you, but all 
is'done in wife Counfel. 

3dly, The lefs you have of Creatures, the more 
will God give-you of himfelf, if you be looking to 
him,and by Paith live upon him.God willadmit of 
no Vacuums towards his people, they can want nd - 
good thing 5 therefore if creature-fupplics’ be re 
méov'd, Grace comes in the room} as they’ fay, 
Water will’afcend to prevent a Vacutim, ‘and 
Grace will defcend to prevent ‘Emptinefs in Bes 
lievers ; God comies in the room of creature-com- 
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forts; when Job was ftript ofall, he had more of 
the vilions of God, Fob 42. 5. Foba had never more’ 
Intimacy with Jefus Chrift, than when he-was in 
the barren I{land of Patmos, ftript of the Conflu- 
ence of earthly Comforts; E/ijab never made a bet- 
ter Meal, than when he was driven into the Wil- 
dernefS, and the Angel was his Cook, 1 Kin. 19. 8. 
Ah Believers! you have never better Allowance of 
God, than when you are cut fhort in outward 
things, if you be faithful; therefore you (hould be 
quiet under all Straits and Neceffities in the world. 
The day we live in, is full of Tryals to many a gra- 
cious Soul, the wants of many may be more than 
many, think of, and *tis now a time to expect 
more. Maintainings from the hand of God, and 
from the Spirit of Grace, when outward things are 
remoyed. When Ifrael was brought into the Wil- 
dernefs where was no fowing nor reaping, they 
had their Bread from Heaven, and ’tis God’s uf} 
way, to fend Meat from his own Table, when the 
Tables. of his Children are empty, 1 mean, more 
{piritual. Communications from himfelf, if they 
murmur not, but patiently and quietly wait for 
God’s Salvation. : 

Laftly, Confider, Believers, °Tis not long you 
fhall be in the way of Wants, or Sufferings: the 
time is haftning that will {et you beyond the reach 
of offending Providences, nothing fhall offend you 
when you get home to your own Country. O! 
the time is haftning, when Moth and Ruft cannot 


“3 confume, nor Thieves break thorough and fieal, 


Math. 6.20. And when affliétive Providences can- 

not injure your Treafure, if the Lord be your Trea- 

fixes ’Tis not long you will be open to the oggh 
De ‘ . Q 
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of time, and to thofe Cafualties that pafS upon your 
Comforts. Every day (Chriftians) brings you far- 
ther through the Briars, and Thickets of; this 
World, and through the barren Wildernefs,, that 
leads to your Canaan.5\ you are travelling apace to- 
wardsa period of all-your Tryals, every new hour 
brings you a ftep nearer to the Sight, and Fruition 
of your bleffed Inheritance. Chriftian, Think every 
Evening, now I havea day lefs to wade through the 
deep Troubles,and’ Red-fea of this World, and to be 
kept ‘at fuch ftrait Allowances and. Supplies in this 
Life:O a real Faith of this,how would it patient and 
quiet Believers, under prefent Straits and (hort Al+ 
lowances here? O! Think upon the coming ‘of 
the Lord, Fam. 5. 7. Be patient therefore Brethrensun- 
to the coming of the Lord, bebold the Husband-man, - 
waiteth for a precious Fruit of the Earth, and hath 
long patience for it: He waits a long time before 
Harveft comes, and bears many a wet-day, and 
fhall not a Believer wait with more Quietnefs, and 
hope fora far better Treafure ? O! Chriftians, if 
you feel {ome Difficulties and Straits through want 
of Supplies, Comfort, Credit, Strength, Eafe, 
Peace, Reft, for a little time, know, Eternity is 
coming, that will make amends for all. 
7 Duty. 

-Seaventhly, Live upon your Treafure, thefe un- 
fearchable Riches in Chritt 5 for this end hath the 
Father provided thofe rich Treafures, to fatiste 
you here, and to folace you hereafter, ’tis laid up 
in Chrift for you, not lockt up from you. Chri- 
ftians, the Lord Jefus is a Fountain fealed to, not 
from you, there’s no Bolt between you and your 
Treafuges, you may go and fetch fupply at all oe 
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of need, Heb. 4.16. 1t hath »pleafed’ the Father 
that in Chrift fhould all Fullnefs dwell, Col..z. 192 
For the ufe of Believers, thathe might give eternal — 
Life to all that.come to him, and «be the head of © 
the Body, the Fullnefs that fillethall in all, Eph. 1. 
23: This is the work he hath undertaken. to. do, 
and invited all his people to:come to him, that they 
might have Life, and have it more abundantly, he 
bids them ask and ask again,: that their Joy might 
be full, fob. 16. 23, 24,26. Thisis the Will.of 
God, that; Believers fhould: eat their owm Bread 
with Quietnefs}: 2. Thef. 3..12.: And make ule of 
this Inheritance for all their Supply and Comfort: 
Chriftians; you cannot make too bold with:your 
own, Chrift and. all his: Fullnefs is. your Intereft s 
you may wéar out your Weltome with men, and 
beg’ too. often at fellow-Creatures doors, but-you 
cannot ask) too: Often of free |'Grace, ortake too 
much of Redemption-treafures, if you be fure:to 
refer the Meaflixes and ‘time to. divine pleafure. || In 
all your need ‘come to Chrilt; ford whatever -you 
want, for:the Life that now. is,.and\that whichis 
to come; this an{wers the»end of the everlafting 
Covenant, and the Fathers: placing this ftoreia 
Chrift, and Chrift’s undertakingithe Care; Con- 
duct, and Salvation of all that come to him, and 
this wondexfully pleafeth Chrift, arid advanceth his 
mediatory Glory: this alfo keeps up thé credit and 
Reputation of the ways of Godin the; World; 
when Strangers fee Believers ich fare, and: what 
a Sufficiency is laid up in Gheit for them, that 
Chrift maintains his own poor, that they need not 
go a begging 3 this commends that State and Go- 
Vernment, where care is taken toprevent wandring 
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Beggers: Befides, otherwife the Promifés are ufé- 
defs if you come not to Chrift for all your Supplies. 
Thefe full Breafts will be injured if you milk them 
not out, Promifes are the Bags in which this Trea- 
{ure is carried out to believers, which will wax old 
if you ufe them not. Chrift gets nothing (Chrifti- 
ans) by your Savingnefs this way, the more he 
lays out upon you, the more he lays. up for 
you. 

8 Duty. 

Eighthly, Improve your Intereft in thefe. vat 
Treafures, to the enriching of your own Souls); 
are there fuch Riches in Chrift, and is this Jefus 
yours ? Othen labour to be rich alfo. There are two 
things which I fhould prefs you to be richin, 1.In 
Grace, 2. In good Works. 
 Firft, You that have Intereft in thefe Treafures 
of Chrift, labour to be rich in Grace, be not con- 
tent with the Truth of Grace, with little Meafures 
of Grace, but ftrive to abound in Grace, 1 Thef: 3. 
12. For, ’ 

Firft, Grace is the beft Treafure, and moft rati- 
onally defirable for it’s felf. All other created Beings 
are conditionally good, fo'far ag God fees them beft 
for us,.and fo far as they conduce to the great end 
of Gods Glory, and our Salvation 5 but ‘Grace is 
abfolutely good, becaule ’tis part of the divine Na- 
ture and Imag¢ of God, 2 Pet, 1. 4.. Which divine 
Nature he tells us, ver. 5. 6. Lies in Faith, Vertue, 
Knowledge, Temperance, Patience, Godlinefs, 
and Charity. ’Tis abfolutely neceffary to the glo- 
rifying, of God, and -being gloritied with God, 
Heb..it. 6. Without Faith tis impofible to pleafe 
God, and mithout Holinef{s no man. can. fee God, 
ih) ke 3 Heb» 
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_Heb.'12. 14. Grace is the beft Treaftire, becaufe 


the moft enduring Treafure, the moft potent Trea- 
fure, it can procure more than all the World can, 
Mark 9.23. All things are poffible ta him that believeth. 
Indeed created grace cannot, by way of Merit or 
Purchafe,procure any thing ; but by. way of Appro- 
priation and Meeknefs, it brings that which all the 
World cannot: Grace isGods high way to Mercy 
and Peace,.being under a Promife of Peace; Grace 
and Peace are ufually twins in gracious Souls, 
2 Pet. 1. 2. Gyace can quiet you undet Troubles, 
ftrengthen you under Weaknefs, guide you under 
Darknefs, cheer you under Sufferings, enrich you 
‘under: Loffes, and fill you under Wants; again, 
Grace is the pureft Treafure, earthly Treafures are 
as thofe Cities Solomsn gave to Hiram, a mereCa- 
bul and dirty things, defiling the Souls of thofe - 
“that have them,and ufe not them aright ; Graces © 
the moft pleafant Treafure, it doth not burthen 
thofe that have it, as earthly things do with wa- 
fting Cares and tormenting Fears, Further, 
Grace is the belt Trea‘ure, in that it will go with 
the Son! into the other Worlds all the Riches of - 
this World mutt be left behind, Death puts the 
Owner and his Intereft into a winding Sheet; no 
man’s Propriety to thefe out-lives himfelf, the 
Grave buries all his Relation to thef€ things, but 
Grace never dies, true Holinefs goes with the Soul 
to glory. me le ‘ 
Secondly, Labour to be rich in Grace, becaufe 
if you have but little grace, you will hardly prove 
the truth of grace. Though the leaft grace is grace, 


_ as a drop of Water is Water, yeta little grace doth 
‘not fo capacitate a Soul to fee it, 2 Pet. 1. 9. He © 
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that. wants this thriving Grace, forgets that he was 
purged from his old Sins, he cannot remember or 
‘make out his faving Change, or putting off his old 
fiate; little Grace is ever {ceptical, and fubje& to 
Doubtings, Matth.14. 31, O thou of little Faith, 
wherefore did{t thou doubt. 

Thirdly, Becaufe little grace will hardly carry 

a Soul through the Temptations, Duties, and Suf- 
ferings of the day we live in; thefe are fome of the 

laft times we are fall’n upon, and the laft times are 

perillous times, 2 Tim. 3. 1. This is the Character. 
of thefe times, Abounding Iniquity, and Decay of 
Love, Matth. 24. 12. And therefore a little Grace 

will not carry a Soul through ftrong Corruptions 5 
where Sin abounds, Grace muftabound much more; 

or elfe the Soul will lofe ground, Rom. 6. 1. 

What the Apoftle fpeaks there of grace in God, ’tis. 
as true of grace in Saints that muft abound more 

than their Sin, or elfe Sin will be too hard for them } 

Judgment mutt be brought forth to ViGtory, or 

elfe the bruifed Reed will break, Matth. 12.20. 

For this end the Apoftle advifeth the Ephefians, in 

his time, which were lefs liable to fuch Temptati- 

ons, that they fhould put on the whole Armor of 
God, and having, done all, to ftand, Eph. 6. 13. 
- Fourthly, Elfe you cannot anfwer the ends of 

grace, and all the Coft of God about you 3 the de- 

fign of grace in all the means and helps to his peo- 

ple, is to further their growth in grace, and to 

make them abound to all well-pleating before God, 

Ifa. 5. 2.4. Fob. 15.2. Pfal. 92. 13, 14. To 

whom much is given of them much is required, 

Luke 12. 48. 
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Fifthly, That fo you may be more likeito God, 
who is rich to all that call upon him, Rom 10.12, 
He is rich in Mercy, he hath abounded in the Riches 
of grace towards all his People, Eph. r..7,'8. Chri- 
ftians fhould be Epitomies of Chrift, anid “Refem- 
bless of his Excellency, holding forth his’ Vertues 
in the World, 1 Pet. 2, 9. There can be no great- 
er glory to.a Child of God in this World, ' than to 
be like-to Chrift, who is the glory of the Father 5 
but by being rich in Grace, you will much mani- 
felt the Excellency of Chrift in the World. 

Sixthly, By being, rich in grace, you will become 
more ferviceable to God and others in your Ge- 
neration, you will be able to do: more work for 
Godithan others. Grace is a Talent, and the more 
Talents: you have, the more Incomesshath God _ 
from you, Matth. 25.16, 17. Rich men have lar- 
get Capacities to honour God in the: World than 
others have, they can do more, and:lay voutgmore 
for God, and be. more ferviceable for God than 
othersi;. they can feed the Hungry, and*dloath the 
Naked,and take Out-cafts into their houfes; they can 
do more to {upport the interett of God,than the poor, 
and have more Subitance to honour God with; fo 
Souls rich in grace,have larger Abilities to ferve and 
honour God with: the more Grace the more accep- 
tably can they ferve God, Heb.12. 28. Themore {pi- 
ritual Services are the more acceptable to. God by 
Chrilt, cPet.2.5.F or fuch the Father chufeth to ferve 
hitn, who ferve him in Spirit and Trath;; Job. 4. 
23. Pfale 45.12. And the Daughter wf Tyre fhall 
bethere with a Gift, even the rich among the People 
{hall entreat thy Favour. Tyre was a rich place: as 
well as vitious, end yct, there would God havea 
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People, which fhiould honour him with their gifts 
and large expences for him,and the richer the Peo- 
ple,the greater will their gifts be; The rich,or richeft, 
for °tis the fuperlative in the Hebrew, Shall bring 
Gifts, and entreat thy Favour: noting, that thofe 
who are more {piritually rich, are more fervicéable 
for, and potent with God through Chritt : thefe 
can do more with God, ‘as Noah, Daniel, and Fob 
were mentioned: above others for ‘their Potency 
with God, Exek, 14. 14. And Mofes and Samuel, 
Fer. 15. 1. As men who had larger faith and grace, 
and fo greater Intimacy with God than others, ~ 
‘and fuch as could do more. O Chriftians, labour 
after more grace, becaufe hereby you may become 
more ferviceable for God and others, you may more 
prevail with God through Chrift for Mercies for the 
Nation, and can be more helpful for others to teach, 
counfel, and comfort them, and have more Gold, 
Myrrhe and Frankincenfe in your Treafures to of- 
fer to, and for Chrift. 

Seaventhly, The more rich you are in grace, the 
more rich you will be in glory; the more grace 
you improve for God, the more glory fhall youre- 
ceive from God, Luke 19.17. 19. This is the rule 
of the Lords Procedure in the day of Judgment, 
he will render toevery man according to his work, 
2 Cor. 5. 10. Though glorified Souls receive not 
for their grace, ‘yet they fhall have according to the 
Meafure of aS for grace widens the Vef- 
fels of Mercy for'glory.-Thé more Liquor the Vef= 
{el hath, the larger it is; {othe more grace,’ the 
larger is that Soul,°and the more capable to takein 
glory, when grace fhall be turn’d into glory. ? 
- Queft. But fome may fay, How may we get more 
of this fpivitual Treafure 2 Anfw, 
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Anfw. Fick, Get your Hearts more engaged to 
it, Defires arethe Souls Wings, that carry it over — 
all difficulties to it’s beloved Object; this is one 
Character the Apoftle gives of rich men, Tim. 6.9. 
They are fuch as will be rich: They have an earnett 
mind, an ardent Defire to be rich, *tisa Will and 
Purpofe. grounded on Counfel and Confidera- 
tion. Chriftians, this will much further your ob- 
taining thefe riches of grace, if you once get your 
Hearts refolved for them. 

Secondly, Labour for a holy skill in managing 
Chriftianity to the greateft Advantage. This makes 
men thrive when they have the Myttery of their 
Art, and are their Crafts Mafters, and underftand 
the Rules of their Trade; unskillful perfons are not 
like to thrive whatever their Employment be, 
Prov. 4-7, 8. Provs 3.13. 14» Prove 24. 3, : 

Thirdly, Be diligent in the ufe of all your helps 
and advantages to Soul-profit, Prov. 10. 4. ebap. 
13.4. 2 Pet. 1. 5. Take all Opportunities of wait- 
ing at the Pools fide, I/z. 55. 1. They that will be 
rich in the World, take all Opportunities of get- 
ting, and ply Markets and Pairs, and Seafons of 
Advantage for their Intereft, and fo do Souls that 
thrive in Spirituals, they are much in waiting on 
God, they lofe no Seafons that will bring them in 
{ome Soul-advantage, Prov. 23.23.  — 

Fourthly, Be ftill getting in more and more 
grace from Chrift, *tis Chritt’s Treafures that en- 
rich the Soul, he that will be*rich muft buy try- 
ed. gold of Chrift, Rev. 3.18. The graces of Chrilt 
are true gold, they will bear the Fire, and hold out 
in greateit Tryals: counterfeit grace will be as re- 
probate Silver when it comes to melting, it on 
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be as Hay and Stubble that perifh in the Fire, but 
troe grace will hold in time of Tryal, 1 Pers 
‘1.7. In this, Gold differs from all other Mettalsin 
-that it lofeth nothing by the Fire, but comes forth 
the more pure; fo is the grace of Chrift, *tisas try- 
ed Gold, that doth not lofe, but get in the Fire 
of Affliction and Temptation, Naturalifts fay, 
that Gold ismore warm in the night than in the 
day, fo true grace cheers the Heart more in the 
night of Tribulation, than in the day of Bralpetioy. 
O Chriftians! if you willbe rich, get in grace from 
Chrift, every day, for that is the true Cornucopia, or 
the Souls plenty, Fob. 1.16. Of bis Fullneff have we 
received Grace for Grace. Make fome new Additions 
to your graces every day, 2 Pet. 1. 5. What the 
Heathen faid concerning Learning, Nulla dies fine 
Linea, Let the Chriltian fay concerning Grace, 
Nulla dies fine Gratia. This would bea notable 
way to Soul-profperity, to be getting from Chrift 
{ome more grace in every Approach to him: as are 
your Receivings from Chrilt, fo will your Thri- 
vings be; put often the hand of Faith into Chrifts 
Treafury, and gra{p large Portions of Grace for thy 
Soul : Faith is the only receiving grace, Foh. 1.12. 
To as many as received him, to them gave be Power 
to become the Sons of God, fob. 7.39. Therefore *tis 
called the Subftance of things hoped for, Heb. 11. 1. 
Faith appropriates to the Believer, the Overtures 
and Promifés of grace, and by a fecret magnetick 
Vertue derives in from the Fullnefs of grace need- 
ed Supplies. Faith dips into the Fountain, and fills 
the Soul with what it needs. 
Fifthly, They that will be rich in grace, muft 
be thrifty faving Souls, choice of their time, and 


careful. 
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careful that they do not walt their graces; or loofe 
the things that they have wrought,’ 2-7ob. ve. 8. 
So perfons that are thriving in the World, are {a- 
ving of every thing, that nothing be wafte 5 the 
fameCare is needful to fpiritual Enrichings 5 Prodi- 
gality will foon confume great Eftates, ‘he that is 
not faving will never be wealthy :. Chriftians, do 
mot confume your days asa Tale’ that is told, Pfat. 
90. 9. make the moft of every hour, do your pro- 
per work every day ; a wife and faithful Improve- 
ment of time, would tend much to Soul-flourith- 
ings, Eph. 5.16. Spend no words in vain; put 
Time and: Talents to the greatelt Advantage: they 
got moft for God and themfelves, who were molt 
in the Improvement of their Talents; hold fat al- 
fo the Truths you have received, Rev. 2.!25. That 
is, keep and retain the Doétrine, preferve and 
maintain the practice of thofe Truths you have re- “ 
ceived. . a” 
Sixthly, Be much in. begging grace, be always 

asking fome {piritual Blelling from God, as Caleb’s 
Daughter Achfah, Judg..1. 15. her Father had gi- 
ven her one Bleffing, and {he asks another, and 
*tis faid, he gave the upper and the nether Springs 
fo be not content with what you have, but full be 
craving for more grace: like Princes Favourites who 
have their Lords Ear, will be often begging, now 
this place, then that Preferment 3 fo Believers be 
fuing hard for Grace, ply the Throne of Grace dai- 
ly, loofe no Opportunity wherein you may further 
your f{piritual Intereft by Supplication 5 this is Gods 
appointed way to the obtaining of Mercy, Ezek. 
36.37. Follow your Sutes till you ebtain, let your 
chiefcft Requelts be for Grace, and be refilefS till . 
| you 
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you prevail, like Jacob, who would not let God 
go till he had bleft him, i/a: 62. 7.. Give him no 
reft, till he eftablifh and make Ferufalem the Praife 
of theBarth. Never ‘leave: begging till the Lord 
Jefis hath left off giving, and: that will not be 
whilft he fits upon the Throne, Eph. 4. 8.200 fh.) 

Laftly, Maintain conftant,.fatimate, and univer- 
{al walks with God : Heis the moft thriving Soul 
that keeps neareft to God 5 as that is thé: fruitful- 
left ground that is neareft the warm Sun, 1f/2.18.4. 
Deuts 333104: fo is it to keepnear to Gad :, This 
was that which exalted I/rael abqye all Nations, 
they werea’ People near) to God, Pfal. 148.14. 
This made Exoch fo foon ripe for Heaven, he was 
one that »walkt with God, Gen 5. 24. Christians, 
*tis noth your: fitting, under:God’s. thadow, will 
makeryourthrive, till there be a dew :or’ your 
Souls; Hofoo14.:5. 7.0 Keep: much. in his, pre~ 
fence; -withchim is the Fountain of Life, Pfal.36.9. 
Be alfoi¢onftant in thy walks with God, mot by 
fits and: flafhes, but drive.atteady Trade!of: godli- 
-aefs: Let thy-whole courfe, of Life, both in thy 
Civil-and: Religious Duties be as one conftant 
Walk with God, Gen. 17.1. In your Callings, 
Relation-Duties, in every fiate; change, and un- 
dertaking, keep clofe.to Gods this is a notable 
way to) {piritual profperity, Deut. 5.33. .2Chrae 
17. from 'verf. 3: to 7. bsfaiti if 

Secondly, Improve your /Intereft,|in ' Chrift, 
towards» your inriching: in good,» Works 5 
Labour .to be sich, towards: God, .as well as 
in your own Souls; Luke o12. 21.1 Timothy, 
6. 18.) Confider, Chriltians, the more) you lay 
out for!}God., the . more; are you. like to 


es 


(430 The Beft Trea fire, Or, 


God, who giveth us richly all good things, 1 Tim. 
6.17. And in being rich towards God, you will 
inrich your own Souls alfo: for he that foweth 
bountifully, fhall reap bountifully, 2 Cor. 9.6. 
Aéts of Mercy and Picty are as good Seed, that 
fhall not. mifcarry, but fhall bring forth a fure 
crop in glory, Gal.6.8,9. 5 © 
9. Duty. 

Ninthly, Live up to your Treafure, Walk as 
becomes fo high a Dignity and Relation to fo rich 
a Jelus, 2 The. 2.12. This is but reafonable, if 
- God hath chgnged your State, that you fhould 
change your Lives 5 If your Relation be new, then 
your Converfation (hould be new alfo, Eph. 5. 8. 
°Tis an unfutable thing, if God hath invefted you 
with new Priviledges, to retain your old Practi- 
ees: You were Slaves to Sin and Satan, but the 
Son hath made you free; how unbecoming a ftate 
of Liberty are Bonds and Fetters? Grace’hath giv- 
en you Beauty, and, isit fit you fhould lye in 
Athes, and wear your Sack-cloth ftill ? Chriftians, 
you are arrived to your adult ftate, and to your 
manly years, and will you be like Children, and 
Heirs under age? This is unfutable, How unbe- - 
coming is a carnal Heart to a Spiritual State ? 
Works of Darknefs to’ the Day-time ?¢Rom. 13. 
42, 13. You were poor, worth nothing, ftript of 
all, deftitute, affited, and naked; Redemption- 
Mercy hath inrich’d you, and once more intruft- 
ed you with a glorious Treafure. O, how unmect _ 
is a low Spirit and fordid Life now! To live on 
beg zarly Elements, to wear filthy Garments, to fit 
in the duft, and wallow in the mire of your 
Corruptions, this is moft unworthy alfo * the 
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Grace by which you are advanced. Hath the Lord 
advanced you to Dignity and Honour, and will 
you difgrace the Throne of his Glory, and walk 
unbecoming his Highnefs and Maje{ty? O Chri- 
{tians, you bring Difhonour on that King of Glo- 
ry you are related to, to live like the @ubje&ts of 
Satan, and Inhabitants of the lower World: ‘you 
difgrace his Family, into which you are adopted, 
to be heterogeneous to it in your Spirit and carri- 
ages: you difparage the Table you are admitted 
to, and the Fare you live upon, to look fo ill-fa- 
voured and lean in your Souls, as if the Lord Je- 
fus kept a bad Houfe, and did. not allow meat 
enough to his Children : O Chriftians ! live as be- 
comes your Riches, and glorious ftate into which 
Free'Grace hath put you. Now, ’tis becoming fuch 
a change in your:condition ; 

Firtt, Not to keep your old Company : Per- 
fons advanced, to high Honour, ufually caft off 
their former and ob{cure Companions, and. con- 
verfe with Perfons futable to their Dignity: When 
David was advanced from the Sheepfold toa 
Crown, he leaves his fellow ‘Shepherds, andcon- 
verfes with Nobles: fo fhould you, Chriftians, 
have no fellowthip with the unfruitful works of 
Darknef& but rather reprove them, Epb. 5. 11. Ye 
are now fellow Citizens with the Saints, and of 
the Houfhold_ of God, and your Lives fhould be 
like thoie, and your intimate Converfes with 
them, Pfal.119.63. What, a Chriftian, and ‘yet 
help on the ungodly in their. way, and love them - 
that hate the Lord? fit with vain Perfons, and 
maintain Confederacy with Rezin and Remaliab’s 
fon? Ifa.8.6. What a Chriftianjand look ftrange- 
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ly on thy Brethren, and become an Alien to thy 
Father’s Houfe ?. O how unbecoming is this! 

Secondly, Not to wear your old clothes: whert 
Elijah was mounting to a new condition of Ho- 
nour, he left his Mantle behind him, 2 Kit, 2. 13. 
When Fofhua was advanced to higher dignity, his 
filthy Garments were taken off,and he was clothed 
with change of Rayment, Zach. 3114, 5.. O Chri- 
ftians ! caft off your filthy garments, your old fins, 
by Repentance, put off Pride, and be clothed with 
Humility,’ put off Guilt by Repentance and _ 
on Chrift by Faith. 

Thirdly, Live not on your old fate : “When the 
three Children were brought to. Nebuchadnezxar’s 
Family, they were called to leave their old Palfe 
and Water, and live on the King?’s*Table, Dan. 
1.5. O Chriftians! Are you taken ‘from your 
Kindred and: Father’s Houfe,» and! brought ‘into 
the Family of Chrift; leave then your/old Garlick 
and, Onions, your ftollen Waters and forbidden 
Fruit, and feed on the King’s Tableyeat and drink 
abundantly of his Provifions, his:fineft Wheat, and 
Honey out of the Rock of Ages 3 feaft on his Mar- 
row and fat things, the Bread of his: Table, his — 
Word and Ordinances, his hidden Manna 5 let it 
be your meat and drink to do his Willy ® 

Fourthly, Do not*your old work, caft off the 
works-of Darknefs, Rom. 13. 12. Leave off! your 
old. Trade of Sin;-and ferving your former Lufts 
in» your Ignorance, 1 Pet. 1. 14. 0.44 2. but carry 
ona new Trade of Godlinefs, and Heavenly os 
verfation, Phil. 1. 27. 

Fifthly, Leave your old Language {peak no 
more the Language of Afhdod, Neh. 13.24. we oa 
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filthy Communication drop from your Lips, nor 
vain Difcourfes be found among you, but let your 
Communications be holy, Eph. 4. 29. Col. 4.6. 
Perfons of Honour ufually have their Difcourfes 
according to their Greatnefs; not fo light and fa- 
thiliar, but more grave and ftately. O Chriftians! — 
labour you to live fo, that more gravity and feri- 
oufnefs appear in your Language and Carriage. 

Lafily, Drive on new Thoughts and Detigns : 
when Perfons are exalted from Obfcurity to Ho- 
nour, they will not take up fuch old Thoughts * 
and Projects : So Chriftians fhould now have new 
Imaginations, 2 Cor. 10. 5. Grace thould bring in- 
to captivity every Thought to the Obedience of 
Chrift. Vain thoughts mult now lodge no more 
in'you, Fer. 4.14. 

10 Duty, 

Tenthly, If there be fuch vaft Treafures in 
Chrift, then you that are the Friends of Chrift 
commend him unto others; fo did the Spoufe, 
Cant. 5. 10,@c. fo will the Bridegroom’s Friends 
{peak for their Friend, Fob. 3.29. compar’d with 
Pro. 9.3. Wildom thould be juitified of her Chil- 
dren, Matth, 11.19. O Chriftians! fet forth the 
Praifes of your Beloved, that others may be taken 
with him: Do all you can to further the Match 
between the Lord Jefus and Sinners: Be advifing 
your Neighbours to forfake their evil wayes, and 
come to Chrift that theymay be faved : Be calling 
upon, and ftirring up your Chriftlefs Friends, Re- 
lations, Children and Servants, to be looking after. 
Chrift, that they may be delivered from the 
wrath to come. You fhould be publithing his 
Praifes, and’ commend him to all the World : O; 
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be {peaking of his Excellency, and the Glory, of 
his Kingdom, P/al.145.11. ‘ih 
: wt 31. Dvegrs t 
Eleventhly, You thatare interefted in this Rich 
Chrift, be exhorted, above all Portions, to get 
Chrift to be a Portion to your Children; you 
know what a ‘Treafure Chrift is, you have found 
him inriching your Souls; when you were as a 
Syrian, ready to perith, he came in, and took you 
up 3 he comforted you with the Wine of his Con- 
_ folation : O, that you would labour to provide 
this Treafure for your Children! °*Tis firange to 
fee Chriftians heap up Duft for their Children, 
and be fo carelefS to get Chrift for them: What 
if you leave them Houfes and Lands when you 
are gone, and leave them not Chrift, what doleful 
Creatures will they be to all Eternity? Time will 
confume your Earthly Treafures : your Children 
may out-live their Money and Lands that you may 
leave them : O, let your chiefeft Provifions be for 
their Souls, do what you can to get Chrift for 
them: Some may be poor in the World, and 
have no Portions to Ieave them; O, how careful 
fhould fuch’ be to leave them a Treafure in the 
Promifes, a Portion that will not be fpent. Ifyou 
can fay, as the Martyr, Mr. Saunders told his 
Wife, when he came to the Stake, he had no Por- 
tion to leave her, but a Portion in the Promifes 5 
and furcly, if you can leave your Children an In- 
tereft in Chrift, you leave them the beft Por- 
tion. | 
But, you will fay, How might we do this ? 
-Firlt, Labour to Intereft them in the Everlaft-: 
ing Covenant : Get found and faving Faith your 
| ah felves, 
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felves, and that will appropriate new Covenant- 
Mercies to your Seed, I will be a2 God to thee and ~ 
to thy Seed, Gen. 17. 7. This is God’s ufual way - 
to the Heirs of Promife. °Tis true, Gracious 
Perfons may have Carnal Children; but this is 
God’s way ; Labour to have fincere Faith your 
felves, and then you will leave Covenant-Promi- 
{es for your children. 

Secondly, Get a Treafure for your Children 
that will not walte, by your ftrong Cries to, God 
for them: Improve the Spirit of Grace and Sup- 
plication for them: Pour out ftrong cries and 
Tears. Few are fike Aujtin’s Mother, who did 
daily pour out Tears for. the Converfion of her 
Son : °Zis impoffible ( {aid Ambrofe to her ) that a 
Son of fo many Prayers can be loft. May be you 
pray toocoldly for them. O follow God Day and 
Night, for your Children! O, skrew your Suppli- 
cations higher! It may be you do not pray fo 
fervently, fo belicvingly as you fhould for your 
Children. 

Thirdly, Do all you can to convince them of 
their undone condition withont Chrift. Don’e 
daub and flatter them with falfe Promifes 5 they 
muft be born again, or elfe ney cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of God, Fob, 3. 

Fourthly, Infiruet them’ in ‘the knowledge of 
Chrift : Be opening, and commending Chrilt to 
them: thew them the neceflity of Faith,and what 
the Grace of Faith is: Watch over their Lives § : 
be firict and fevere in reproving their Sins, that 
they may be found in the Faith. 

Laftly, Lead a holy Converfation before thera, 
that by your Lives you may win them to fefus 
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Chrift; O your Pride, Paffion, Carnallity, Vani- 
ty, may ftumble them, Thus do all you can to get 
a Portion of upper Springs for your Children. 
12 Duty. 
Laftly, you that have an Intereft in thefe rich 
and glorious Treafures of Chrift, long to be with 
Chrift, for then you fhall partake of all his Richess 


- Here you have buta little to carry youin the way,you 


have but in part, but when youcome home to him, 
then you fhall have according to the meafure he hath 
purchafed for you, you fhall {ee and know, as you 
are {een and known, 1 Cor. 13. 9,10, 12. In hea- 
ven, there you will have a Treafure without Mca- 
{ure, there you will fee all his Riches and Glory, 
and be glorified with his glory, then you will live 
at the full, you will live upon himfelf, and God 
will be all in all to your Souls; O Chriftians! long 
then tobe with Chrift, there’s your Treafure where 
your Lord is, your Inheritance is above with the 
Saints in Light; Chrift is gone to Heaven, and 
there are all his Riches: O long then to be fit to 
go home, tobe with Chrift, that you may partake 
of all his glory. 

And thus have I now come to the further fide - 
of this great deep, I mean to the Conclufion of 
this Subject;.and O that what hath been opened 
of this glorious Chrift, may not be in vain; you 
have heard much of this Tree of Life, God knows 
what Fruit hath been gathered: a glorious Trea- 
fure hath been prefented to your View, and offered 


_ to you. O fee what Advantage you have gained, 


how' dreadful will it be, for any that have heard 
fo much of this rich Chrift,to be found poor at laft? 
O it will be fad for any to dye poor in a Loadicean 

State, 


ave are 


the Unfearchable Riches of Chrifé. 437 


State, Poor, Blind, and naked, and to be caft away. 

O Sinners confider this, you that have been woo’d 
and invited to get this choice, tryed Gold, Chrift 
hath pleaded with you, to win your Hearts if pof= 
fible; O take heed you dye not without an Intereft 
in Jefus Chrift, you will hear all thofe Truths 

brought over toyou again at the Bar of Chrift: 
and all the Counfels and Helps you have had to 
draw your Hearts to Chrift, will be then as burn- 
ing Fire in your Bones, and as boyling Lead in your 
Bowels, if you perifh without Chrift; Therefore 
take heed, take heed, that this Chrift become not 
a ftumbling Stone, and a Rock of offence to your 
Souls. And fuch as are Believers, mind your Duty 
which hath been opened to you; and O that 
thefe Truths might be profitable to all. And the 

Lord give a Bletling to it. Amen, 
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